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THE RAYS OF ANCIENT
GREECE & ROME

By Dr. R . F. N ewbold

Th e Tibet a n  does  n ot  give t h e sou l a n d
per son a lit y r a ys of m oder n  Gr eece. H e gives
t h ose of m oder n  It a ly (Ba iley, 1949), wit h  a
h in t  t ha t  t hey may apply to ancien t  It a ly and
Rome, though  he says tha t  a  na t ion 's r ays can
change. If so, we have a  pa r t ia l explana t ion  of
why the h istory of a  na t ion  appea r s to change
course - pa r t ia l, because we would st ill like to
kn ow wh y a n d ju s t  wh en  t h e r a y ch a n ge
occu r r ed. A fu r t h er  com plica t ion  is  t h a t  t h e
zodiaca l signs and planeta ry ru ler s of a  na t ion
ca n  br in g in  cer t a in  r a y en er gies, a n d sin ce
t own s a n d cit ies a n d et h n ic su b-gr ou ps ca n
h a ve t h eir  own  r a ys a n d sign s, t h e over a ll
t a pest r y becom es qu it e in t r ica t e. Cla ss ica l
Greece was no na t ion  in  the modern  sense bu t
a  con glom er a t ion  of t h r ee differ en t  et h n ic
gr ou ps , Dor ia n , I on ia n  a n d  Aeolic, a n d
hundreds of sepa ra t e cit y st a t es, cen t er ed on
t h e Aegea n  Sea  a n d E u r opea n  Gr eek  m a in -
land bu t  st r et ch ing westwards t o Sicily, It a ly
a n d  beyon d . N ever t h e les s ,  t h e  Gr eek s
recogn ized cer t a in  common bonds of language
a n d cu lt u r e t h a t  d is t in gu ish ed t h em  fr om
‘barbar ians’ and from t ime to t ime they banded
t oget h er  t o, for  exa m ple, r es is t  P er s ia n  or
Ma cedon ia n  a ggr ess ion , or  la y a s ide t h eir
differ en ces t o com pet e a t  t h e P a n -H ellen ic
games.

Th e H om er ic epic poem s, T h e Iliad  a n d
T h e Od yssey, wer e t h e Bible of cla ss ica l
Gr eece. La r ge pa r t s  of t h ese wor k s  wer e
memor ized, and they were though t  t o provide
va lu a ble gu ida n ce for  pr oper  con du ct .  Th e
Iliad is very much a  4th  ray, Harmony through
Conflict , work. Aft er  a  t r agic and ser ious r ift
wit h in  t h e Gr eek  ca m p, a n d fier ce figh t in g
bet ween  Gr eek s  a n d  Tr oja n s  a n d  t h eir

respect ive heaven ly champions, the poem ends
in  t r u ce a n d gen er a l r econ cilia t ion .  Th e
Odyssey celebra tes the adventures of Odysseus
on  h is r etu rn  from Troy to h is home in  Ithaca ,
a n  a r ch et ypa l 3r d  r a y figu r e, wily, m u ch
e n d u r i n g ,  r e s ou r ce fu l ,  cu r i ou s  a n d
unscrupu lous. H is wife, Penelope, is simila r ly
skilled a t  wea vin g webs of deceit . Th e poem
h a s  som e 4t h  r a y e lem en t s , en d in g in
reconcilia t ion  a fter  a  climact ic st ruggle.

Th e 3r d  r a y is  t h e r a y of in t elligen t
a ct ivit y, a n d it  m a n ifest s  in  a  ca pa cit y for
a bs t r a ct  t h ou gh t , wea vin g, m a n ipu la t ion ,
in ven t iven ess, in cessa n t  a ct ivit y, sea r ch  for
n ove l t y  a n d  va r ie t y ,  com m er cia l  a n d
en t r epr en eu r ia l a ct ivit y. Th e sin gle gr ea t est
ach ievement  of the ancien t  Greeks must  surely
lie in  t h e r ea lm  of ph ilosoph y, logic a n d
abst r act  t hough t . Here, if anywhere, was t he
m a n ifest a t ion  of t h eir  sou l pu r pose.  Gr eek
t h in k er s  wer e a ble t o br ea k  fr ee of t h e
en t r a n cin g, u n cr it ica l spell of m yt h ologica l
th inking and religious dogma, and ~o object ify
pa r t s of t he environmen t , study it  and r eflect
upon  it . Their s was the fir st  cu lture to be based
on  the pr imacy of the in tellect . One of their  key
in st r u m en t s in  doin g t h is wa s t h e a lph a bet ,
wh ich  t h ey developed  in t o a  pa r t icu la r ly
flexible in st rumen t  for  genera t ing new words
a n d t h er efor e n ew idea s. Alph a bet ic scr ipt s
permit  mass lit eracy whereas other  scr ipt s a re
more difficu lt  to master  and favor  limited, cra ft
lit er a cy. At  t h e  s a m e t im e t h e  Gr eek s
developed  t wo ot h er  u sefu l t ools  of t h e
communica t ive 3rd ray, sh ips and coins.  Since
a  s in gle  coin  cou ld  bu y or  be  deem ed
equiva len t  to 5 of x, 10 of y or  15 of z, it  offered
t r a n sposa bilit y of a r t ifa ct s a n d ser vices a n d
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r epr esen t ed  a n  a bs t r a ct ion  fr om  con cr et e
object s . I t , a lon g wit h  sh ips , a lso offer ed
com m er cia l oppor t u n it ies  t h a t  wer e ea ger ly
exploit ed.  Th e At h en ia n s developed sever a l
im por t a n t  ba n k in g p r a ct ices . Th e Gr eek
language met  the cha llenge of providing a  new
t ool for  a bst r a ct  t h ou gh t  a n d specu la t ion  on
idea l for m s . In  t h e la n gu a ge we see a n
en er get ic, en t er p r is in g in t e ll igen ce  t h a t
deligh t ed  in  m a k in g fin e d is t in ct ion s  a n d
t r a cin g lin es of ca u se a n d effect . H er odot u s
("t h e F a t h er  of H is t or y"), Th u cydides a n d
P olybiu s  pr odu ced soph is t ica t ed a n d wide-
ranging syst ems of h istor ica l t hough t .   Ea r ly
Gr eek  ph ilosoph er s  wer e  for er u n n er s  of
E in st ein  in  t h eir  sea r ch  for  a  u n ified field
theory, seeking un iformity in  t he mu lt iplicit y
of phenomena  and var iously naming water , a ir ,
n u m ber  a n d a t om s a s t h e ba sic u n der lyin g
su bst a n ce or  pr in ciple of a ll. P h ilosoph ica l
en qu ir y focu sed  n ot  ju s t  on  t h e ph ys ica l
en vir on m en t , bu t  on  t h e socia l en vir on m en t ,
discussing and defin ing abst ract  concepts such
as just ice, t ru th , vir tue and beau ty, theor izing
a bou t  econ om ics  a n d  m a k in g im por t a n t
a d va n ces  in  m a t h em a t ics .  Th e  m a jor
con t r ibu t ion  of Gr eek  m a t h em a t ics wa s t h e
systemat ic in t roduct ion  of deduct ive reason ing
a s  a  m ea n s  of es t a blish in g t h e t r u t h  of
m a t h em a t ica l s t a t em en t s . Th e det a ch ed
pr obin g of Socr a t es  pa ved t h e wa y for  t h e
monumenta l system of though t  const ructed by
P la t o.  Su bsequ en t  West er n  ph ilosoph y h a s
been  descr ibed as  “footnotes to Plato “.

I n  G r e e k  m y t h ol og y ,  Mnemosyne
(Memory), was the mother  of the 9 Muses tha t
in spir e va r iou s cu lt u r a l a ct ivit ies. Th is fa ct ,
and the above pa ragraphs, r eca ll t it les of t he
Th ir d  Ra y Lor d  wh ich  seem  pa r t icu la r ly
germane to the Greek ach ievement : the Keeper
of th e R ecord s, th e L ord  of  M em ory, th e
In terpreter of T hat Wh ich  is S een , the Divine
S eparator, th e Discrim in atin g E ssen tial L ife,
th e Un iversal M in d  an d  th e B u ild er of th e
Fou n d ation . Greek religion  encouraged people
t o m a ke t h e m ost  of t h eir  ca pa cit ies  a n d
oppor tun it ies in  many fields of act ivity.

Greek life was in t ensely compet it ive. Th is

r eflect ed  t h e  a ch ievem en t  or ien t ed , “b e
sm arter" 3r d r a y, bu t  a lso t h e 4t h . An yt h in g
cou ld  becom e a  con t es t  -- a t h let ics , son g,
ora tory, poet ry, music making, and drama . At
t h e a n n u a l Dion ysia n  fes t iva ls  in  At h en s ,
p r od u ct ion s  of t r a ged ies  a n d  com ed ies
competed for  pr izes. 4th  ray agony and ecstasy
r ela t ed bot h  t o t h e Gr eek  wor d for  con t est ,
a gon , a n d t h e Dion ysia n  st eppin g ou t side of
on eself, ecst a sy. To t h e ext en t  t h a t  Gr eeks
believed t ha t  t he angu ish  of st r uggle was an
ennobling pu r su it , t hey man ifest ed a  4th  r ay
qua lity. Typica lly 4th  ray is the admira t ion  for
secu r it y, poise a n d t h e golden  m ea n wh ile a t
t h e sa m e t im e livin g a  life of pa ssion  a n d
excit em en t , con flict  a n d t u r m oil. "T h e Greek
valued  the m ean  so h igh ly because he was so
pron e to extrem es" (Kit t o 1951:252).  Th ey
thought  much  about  how to reconcile opposites
and resolve pola r it ies, t o produce beau ty from
h a r m on y. Wh en  wa r fa r e cea sed a t  t h e gr ea t
fest iva ls, su ch  a s t h e Olym pic, con t est s of a
differen t  kind ensued. 4th  ray qua lit ies emerge
in  t h e  b r igh t ly  color e d ,  e xq u i s i t e ly
pr opor t ion ed scu lpt u r e a n d a r ch it ect u r e, t h e
effer vescen t  exu ber a n ce of Old Com edy, t h e
p ower fu l  im a gin a t ion  of Tr a ged y, t h e
det er m in a t ion  t o bea u t ify even  t h in gs like
coin s  a n d pot s , t h e cen t r a lit y of m u sic in
e d u ca t i on ,  a n d  t h e  m u s i ca l i t y  a n d
expressiveness of the Greek language.

Compared with  t he 3rd and 4th  r ays, t he
presence of the other  r ays in  ancien t  Greece is
in sign ifican t . For  example, t here is a  genera l
la ck  of scien t ific a t t en t ion  t o det a iled a n d
a ccu ra t e observa t ion , a lt hough  t her e is more
evidence of th is in  the Hellen ist ic 3rd and 2nd
cen t u r ies. Gr eeks sa w ph ysics a s ph ilosoph y
ra ther  t han  mechan ics (so despised by P la to)
and their  3rd ray, mult i-pronged a t t ack on  the
grea t  problems of life prefer r ed to opera t e by
theory than  by exper imen t . The Greeks made
in t e llect u a l a n d  em ot ion a l r a t h er  t h a n
mater ia l advances. Repea tedly, we see a  blend
of 3r d  a n d  4t h  r a ys  a t  wor k , a s  in  t h e
development  of a  t axonomy of rhetor ic (how to
speak persuasively and eloquen t ly). The Greek
la n gu a ge h a s a  for m a l elega n ce, a  disciplin e
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a n d  h a r m on y, a n d  a  color fu l m u s ica lit y,
suggest ive of the 4th  ray. It  a lso has a  va r iety
of word order  and a  ligh tness t ha t  fa cilit a t es
rapid speech , 3rd r ay qua lit ies. The 3rd ray is
much  concerned with  the expression  of beau ty,
bu t  the 4th  ray's presence may have helped to
inspire the verdict  "The in tellectua l capacity of
Greek is ma tched by it s a esthet ic vir t uosit y”
(Bowra , 1 3 57: 1 7). P la to's dia logues offer  not
on ly s t im u la t in g idea s , bu t  e lega n t  a n d
dr a m a t ic expr ession  of t h em . Th e 3r d r a y is
a lso kn own  a s t h e Lor d of Ba la n ce, a n d t h e
either /or , a lthough /yet , men /de craze of Greek
st yle cou ld be a  r eflect ion  of t h is  3r d r a y
qu a lit y a s well a s of 4t h  r a y r econ cilia t ion .
The passion  for  ba lance and an t ithesis is often
F or m a l, excessive a n d t ediou s r a t h er  t h a n  a
mark of in sigh t , bu t  it  was pa r t  of a  dr ive for
order  and harmony in  the var iety of the wor ld.

As the sou l ray of a  people manifest s, there
is  a  t em por a r y a n d pr epa r a t or y per iod of
breaking down. In  the a rcha ic per iod (8th -6th
cen t u r ies), t h er e wa s a  r a pid deca y of socia l
and polit ica l inst itu t ions, notably the demise of
kingsh ip and a r istocracy, to be replaced fir st ly
by t yr ann ies, and t hen  by oliga r ch ies (where
wea lth  r a ther  than  bir th  was the cr it er ion  for
office) and democracies. There was a  massive
expa n s ion  of t h e  Gr eek  wor ld  view via
colon iza t ion , a n d of con cept u a l power  a n d
br ea dt h  t h r ou gh  in cr ea sin g coin  cir cu la t ion ,
lit er a cy, a n d ph ilosoph ica l, a n t h r opologica l,
geographica l and h istor ica l enquiry.   After  the
tu rmoil of the a rcha ic age came a  flower ing of
cu ltu re and sou l man ifesta t ion  in  the cla ssica l
per iod (5t h  – 4t h  cen tu r ies).  The Greeks were
con s u m m a t e  t r a d e r s  a n d  t h e  h igh ly
moneta r ized economy of t he 4th  cen tu ry B.C.
wa s t h e n ea r es t  a n cien t  a ppr oa ch  t o 13t h
Cen t u r y Lon d on . S om e m a jor  fin a n cia l
pract ices fa iled to ma ter ia lize, pa r t ly because
of the Greek theor izing t endency to conceive of
a bs t r a ct  econ om ic m odels  a n d  pr ot ot ypes
r a t h er  t h a n  t o a t t en d t o t h e pr a ct ica lit ies of
the market . As well a s an  increasing power  of
a bst r a ct ion , t h er e wa s r esolu t ion  of con flict
t h r ou gh  d em ocr a t ic p r in cip les  s u ch  a s
isonomia  (equa lity before the law) and isegor ia

(equa lity of oppor tun ity to speak publicly). At
the same t ime, endemic war fa re and civil st r ife
t h r e a t e n e d  m od e r a t i on  a n d  offe r e d
oppor tun it ies for  a t rocit ies and ext remism.

Th e cu lt u r a l a ch ievem en t  of Gr eece wa s,
geogr a ph ica lly, ver y u n even . I f Ion ia  a n d
Athens responded to and manifested the 3rd ray
sou l, ot h er  a r ea s  h a r dly r espon ded a t  a ll.
Spar ta  remained a r rested a t  the a rcha ic stage,
fixa ted upon  and enamored by the 4th  ray way
of the war r ior . "S parta was a lost sou l" (Burns
1947 :147).  At h en ia n s ,  even  by Gr eek
s t a n da r ds , wer e n ot ed  for  t h eir  cea seless
act ivity and polypragmosyne (”busybodyness”)
a n d it  wa s in  Ion ia  t h a t  m ost  of t h e ea r ly
a dva n ces  in  a bs t r a ct  t h ou gh t  occu r r ed . A
com bin a t ion  of 4t h  r a y sou l a n d 3r d  r a y
per son a lit y (t h e com bin a t ion  of t h e Or ien t ,
inciden ta lly) wou ld man ifest  in  lofty aesthet ic
t a st es and su rpassing in tellectua lism, an  u rge
to crea te ha rmony and beau ty expressed with
a ct ive in t elligen ce a n d a da pt a bilit y (Robbin s
l988: 6l8), a n d clea r ly t h is  cou ld fit  a n cien t
Greece. But  a  3rd ray sou l, 4th  ray persona lity
com bin a t ion , wh ich  h a s  fea t u r es  su ch  a s
emphasis upon  the essen t ia l pa t tern  of thought
b e h i n d  a p p e a r a n ce  com b i n e d  w i t h
preoccupa t ion  with  persona l beauty and appea l
(t h e  Gr eek s  wer e  n ot a bly n a r cis s is t ic),
a da pt a bilit y a n d r esou r cefu ln ess  com bin ed
wit h  cr ea t ive im a gin a t ion  a n d  a es t h et ic
sen s it ivit y, bu s in ess  blen ded wit h  a r t is t ic
a pt it u des , fit s  even  bet t er . An cien t  Gr eek
cu ltu re offer s a  good example of t he essen t ia l
conflict  between  the 3rd r ay sou l and 4th  r ay
per son a lit y a s t h e “stru ggler betw een  acu te,
spiritually-inspired  in tellectual com prehension
an d  m an ipu lat ion  of en ergy, an d  a  m in d -
obscuring, personal captivity to fluctuating and
con flicted  psych ological an d  ph ysical states”
(Robbins 1988:581). For  a  t ime and to a  degree
the sou l brought : in telligence and reason  to an
h ys t e r i ca l ,  u n d i s cip l i n e d ,  p u gn a ciou s
per son a lit y.  If t h e Gr eek  a ch ievem en t  t r u ly
r evea led a  sou l pu r pose, t h e sh a r pen in g of
in t ellect u a l cr ea t ivit y a n d  com m u n ica t ive
sk ills  (3r d r a y sou l) a ppea r s a  m or e cer t a in
a ccom plish m en t  t h a n  t h e t r a n sfor m in g of
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dish a r m on y a n d  d iscor d  in t o bea u t y a n d
concord (4th  ray soul).

The st r engths and weaknesses of t he 3rd
a n d  4 t h  r a y com p on en t s  of t h e  Gr eek
character , singly and in  combina t ion , were well
obser ved by t h e Rom a n s. F or  exa m ple, t h e
Rom a n  sa t ir ist  J u ven a l, wr it in g c. A.D. 100,
a lleged tha t  the Greek was "quick  of wit and  of
unbounded  im pudence, ready and  torren tial of
speech  ... ad opts an y ch aracter you  please:
gram m arian , orator, geom etrician , pain ter,
rope- dancer, doctor, astrologer ... If you  sm ile,
your Greek  will split h is sides with  laugh ter; if
he sees h is friend  drop a tear, he weeps, though
w ith ou t grievin g ... read y at  an y m om en t to
tak e h is expression  from  an oth er m an s face.”
This jaundiced view accura tely descr ibes a  3rd
r a y sou l, 4t h  r a y per son a lit y com bin a t ion ,
when  sou l energy, a s so oft en , is appropr ia t ed
by a  selfish  per son a lit y. A m or e gen er ou s
a s s es s m en t  of t h e  Gr eek  a ch ievem en t ,
com pa r in g it  wit h  t h e Rom a n , com es fr om
Vir gil, wr it in g c. 20 B.C.: "(Greek s) sh a l l
h am m er forth  m ore d elicately a  breath in g
likeness ou t of bronze, coax living faces from  the
m arble, plead  causes with  m ore sk ill, plot w ith
their gauge the m ovem en ts in  the sky, and  tell
th e risin g of  th e con stella t ion s. B u t  you ,
R om an, m ust rem em ber that you  have to gu ide
the nations by your au thority, for th is is to be
your sk ill, to graft trad ition  on to peace, to show
m ercy to the conquered , and  to wage war un til
the haughty are brought low.”

In  T he Destiny of the N ations, t he Tibetan
gives  d e t a i ls  of m od e r n  I t a ly 's  s ou l ,
per son a lit y, zodia ca l a n d p la n et a r y r u ler s
(Ba iley, 1349: 59, 87).  It a ly has a  6th  ray sou l,
4t h  r a y per son a lit y, is  r u led by Leo a n d t h e
Su n  (sou l) a n d Sa git t a r iu s  a n d t h e E a r t h ,
Mars, J upit er  (per sona lity). It s capit a l, Rome,
is r u led by Ta u rus, Venus a nd Vu lca n  (sou l)
a n d  Leo (per son a lit y). H e poin t s  t o t h e
dom in a n t  in flu en ce of Ma r s in  Rom a n  a n d
Ita lian  h istory (both  ray and Sagit t a r ius) and,
a  propos of It a ly's 6th  ray sou l, comments "and
hence her devotion  to the ancien t glory that was
R om e (for th is is closely t ied  u p w ith  th e
m em ory aspect of the sou l) and  to the concept of

the restoration  of the R om an Em pire".
Th is seems to suggest  tha t  Rome a lso had

a  6th  r ay sou l, bu t  it  need not : it  may on ly be
r efer r in g t o a n  I t a lia n  6t h  r a y t en den cy t o
wor sh ip a n cien t  glor ies. An d a propos of t he
3rd r ay in fluence brough t  in  by the Ea r th , he
comments tha t  t h is in  the past  gave It a ly her
wor ld dom in ion . Th is is  som ewh a t  pu zzlin g,
because the 3rd ray, a long with  the 2nd, seem
to be lea st  sa lien t  in  t he Roman  cha ract er . A
clue is given  by Ita ly's esoter ic mot to which  the
Tibetan  implies belonged to Rome too: "I carve
th e Path s". Th e Rom a n s  wer e gr ea t  r oa d
bu ilder s and the 3rd r ay is closely a ssocia t ed
with  communica t ion . It  is possible t o expla in
the Roman  cha ract er  in  t erms of t he 6th  and
4t h  r a ys. Th er e is a  6t h  r a y doggedn ess a n d
devot ion  t o cer t a in  idea ls  su ch  a s  ju s t ice,
loya lty and du ty, and the 4th  r ay (dist r ibu ted
by Taurus) cou ld accoun t  for  much  of Roman
m ilit a r ism  a n d h er  gr ea t  a ch ievem en t s  in
arch itecture and town-planning.

Th e in flu en ce of r a y 5 (d is t r ibu t ed by
Sagit ta r ius), the pract ica l, "hands-on" aspect  of
tha t  r ay, cou ld accoun t  for  t he famed Roman
com m on  s e n s e ,  a n d  h e r  e n gin e e r in g
a ch ievem en t s . Bu t . t o expla in  t h e Rom a n
cha ract er  and ach ievemen t  in  t erms of a  6th
r a y s ou l a n d  4 t h  r a y p er s on a lit y (t h e
man ifest a t ion  of h ighest  idea ls and yea rn ings
through  crea t ive living and a r t ist ic expression)
is very difficu lt  and ignores wha t  seem to be
the overwhelming in fluence of t he 1st  and7th
rays.

Writ ing under  the emperor  Augustus, c. 25
B.C., Livy, a u t h or  of a  gr ea t  n a t ion a lis t ic
h istory of Rome, observed in  h is pr eface t ha t
"i f  an y cou n try is  en t i t led  to san ct ify i t s
beginnings by attribu ting them  to d ivine action ,
that is true of the R om ans.  S o trem endous is
their m ilitary glory that ... the nations of the
earth  m ust endure it  patien tly, as they endure
R om an ru le."

I t  wa s  in deed  a  m ys t er y wh y Rom e,
beginn ing a s a  sma ll set t lemen t  on  the banks
of t he Tiber , rose to con t rol a  Medit er r anean-
wide empir e - why Rome, and not  one of t he
numerous communit ies in  It a ly or  elsewhere,
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many of whom en joyed ju st  a s many or  more
na tura l advan tages. It  was easy for  Romans to
th ink they were fu lfilling some kind of divine
pla n , a  p la n  t h a t  in volved br in gin g 50-70
million  very diverse people under  one ru le, one
law, one language. If the h ighest  expression  of
the 1st  r ay is government  and st a t esmansh ip,
Rome expressed her  sou l pu rpose for  severa l
h u n dr ed yea r s. Vir gil's  gr ea t  epic of em pir e,
The Aeneid, wr it t en  a round the same t ime a s
Livy's h istory, a lso emphasized Rome's du ty to
ru le. It s hero, Aeneas, a  cool, detached servan t
of fa te, sacr ificed pr iva te passion  to public du ty
and pressed on  with  un remit t ing endeavor  t o
r efou n d Tr oy in  It a ly, t h u s in a u gu r a t in g t h e
grea t  syn thesis of East  and West , Greek and
Lat in , and producing Greco-Roman civiliza t ion .
 On e of t h e fea t u r es of Rom a n  r eligion  is
t h e pr esen ce of a bst r a ct ion s, su ch  a s ju st ice,
fr eedom , clem en cy, secu r it y or , pa r t icu la r ly
amongst  fa rmers, abst r act  deit ies of plan t ing,
spr ou t in g, r ipen in g, r ea pin g. I t  wa s  n ot  a
specu la t ive, t h eologica l r eligion , n or  did  it
genera t e ima gina t ive st or ies a bou t  deit ies in
the way Greeks did. It  appea r s cold, formless,
na r row. Con tact  with  Greeks even tua lly gave
it  a  more an thropomorphic qua lity bu t  Romans
n ever  los t  t h e h a bit  of wor sh ipp in g a n d
ce lebr a t in g a bs t r a ct ion s  (on  coin s ,  for
example). Th is t endency to abst r act  act ivit ies
a n d ch a r a ct er is t ics  is  pa r t  of t h e m en t a l
pr ocess  of t h e la wyer . Th e isola t ion  a n d
worsh ip of mora l ideas bred a  st rong sense of
du t y a n d r igh t eou s will. Th e Rom a n s wer e
sensit ive to the spir it  or  gen ius beh ind a  group,
act ivity or  concept  (Pax is not  ju st  peace, bu t
t h e spir it  of pea ce), a n d t h e gen iu s of Rom e
approximates to a  protect ive providence tha t  is
overseeing a  mission .

Roman  roads express the directness of the
1st  ray with  their  t endency to go st ra igh t  for  as
lon g a s  poss ible, goin g t h r ou gh  obs t a cles
r a t h er  t h a n  r ou n d t h em . Th eir  d ir ect n ess
t yp ifie s  s om e  of t h e  d es t r u ct ion  a n d
en vir on m en t a l im pa ct  Rom a n  r u le en t a iled.
Although  there was considerable tolerance for
loca l cu st om  a n d la w on ce pa cifica t ion  h a d
been  completed, t he conquest  st age inevit ably

in volved  m u ch  d ea t h  a n d  d es t r u ct ion .
Liber a t ion  fr om  t h e  bon da ge of n a r r ow
h or izon s ca m e a t  a  pr ice a n d on e of t h e less
edifyin g gift s  best owed by t h e Rom a n s on
subject s was the inst itu t iona lized cruelty of the
gla dia t or ia l ga m es. Th e Rom a n  a ppet it e for
dom in ion  h a d, t o m a n y, a n  om n ivor ou s, a ll-
a bsor bin g qu a lit y t h a t  r eca lled  popu la r
con cept ion s  a bou t  t h e wolf, Rom e's  t ot em
animal. Two of the t it les of the 1st  ray Lord a re
T h e Open er of  th e Door  a n d T h e Grea t
Abstractor. Ot h er  t it les t h a t  m a n y vict im s of
Rom a n  br u t a lit y wou ld h a ve r ecogn ized a r e
T he Lord  of Death , T he Will that breaks in to
t h e Ga rd en ,  T h e B rea t h  t h a t  b la s t s .
Never theless , t h e  Rom a n  a ch ievem en t  in
gover n m en t  wa s  im p r es s ive  a n d  oft en
innova tory.

The Roman Empire was main ta ined pa r t ly
by for ce, pa r t ly by t h e gen er ou s best owa l of
cit izensh ip on  defea t ed enemies. Slaves were
given  fu ll cit izen sh ip im m edia t ely t h ey wer e
fr eed, and Roman  cit izensh ip was gr an t ed t o
many in  the provinces un t il, in  AD. 212, it  was
gr a n t ed t o a ll in  t h e em pir e. Su ch  liber a lit y
cr ea t ed  a n  expa n ded  pool of loya lt y a n d
pa t r iot ism , and a  wor ld st a t e fea tu red, a t  it s
best , by un ity and var iety, tolerance and order ,
and lit t le r acia l prejudice. Lega l and polit ica l
con cept s  su ch  a s  popu la r  sover eign t y, t h e
sepa ra t ion  of powers, equa lity before the law,
loca l governmen t  and in t erna t iona l law were
ela bor a t ed , a n d im plem en t ed t o a  degr ee.
La rge empires such  a s those of Alexander  the
Gr ea t  a n d At t ila  t h e H u n  m a y h a ve gr own
m or e qu ickly t h a n  Rom e's bu t  t h ey fa iled t o
en d u r e . Rom e en d u r ed  beca u s e  of a n
orga n iza t iona l gen iu s, t ypica l of t he 7th  ray,
t ha t  found a  r eady expression  in  governmen t
a n d la w, a m on gst  ot h er  fields . A 7t h  r a y
per son a lit y fit s  Rom e bet t er  t h a n  a n y ot h er
and, combined with  a  1st  ray sou l, expla ins the
em in en ce of Rom a n  la w. Rom a n  la w owes
m u ch  t o t h e 1s t  r a y a bilit y t o en u n cia t e
pr in ciples  a n d cu t  t h r ou gh  t o t h e essen t ia l
poin t  - as well as 7th  ray exact  formula t ion  and
codifica t ion  of those pr inciples.

Rom a n  la w h a s  been  d es cr ibed  a s



T he R ays of Ancien t Greece and  R om e  J ournal of Esoteric Psychology • Volum e 7 • N o. 2 • 1992

6

organ ized common  sense. It s evolu t ion  shows
how a  body of law, founded on  common sense,
cou ld be const ructed and accepted by differen t
p e op le s  a t  d i ffe r e n t  s t a ge s  of t h e i r
developm en t . It  a lwa ys st r a in ed t owa r ds t h e
r a t ion a l a n d  t h e u n iver sa l, a n d  owed it s
fe r t i l i t y a n d  flexib il i t y t o a  r a n ge  of
com p on en t s : r e l igiou s  cu s t om , s t a t u es ,
plebiscit es, sen a t or ia l decr ees, decision s a n d
edict s  by m a gis t r a t es  a n d  em per or s , a n d
in t er pr et a t ion s  by a n  except ion a l lin e of
ju r ispr u den t s .  Rom a n  la w's  m os t  s ign a l
ach ievement  was to emphasize the sta te as the
foun ta in  of ju st ice, supreme over  the group or
in dividu a l. In dividu a l r igh t s wer e pu t  in t o a
const itu t iona l form for  the fir st  t ime and given
lega l im m u n it y fr om  t h e despot ic a ct s  of
gover n m en t , a t  lea s t  in  t h eor y. Blen din g
gover n m en t  a bsolu t ism  wit h  a  con st it u t ion a l
guaran tee of cit izens' r igh t s was an  impor tan t
in n ova t ion . Su ch  r igh t s  wer e ext en ded t o
cor por a t ion s. Rom a n  la wyer s per fect ed lega l
p r ocedu r e  a n d  cod ified  lega l p r in cip les .
Rom a n s  h a d  a  p r on ou n ced  t en den cy t o
for m a lize t h eir  a ssocia t ion s . F or  exa m ple,
those involved in  the many occupa t iona l gu ilds
wou ld  d r a w u p  a n d  in s cr ibe  d e t a i led
con s t i t u t ion ,  ou t l in in g t h e  r igh t s  a n d
obliga t ion s of m em ber s a n d pr escr ibin g t h e
conduct  of meet ings and officers.  One gets the
impression  of a  people with  a  deep inst inct  for
regula ted living and respect  for  ru les.

On e a spect  of Rom a n  r eligion  sh ows a
s t r on g 7t h  r a y in flu en ce, i.e . a  con cer n
a m ou n t in g t o a n  obsess ion  wit h  t h e exa ct
per for m a n ce of r it u a l.  I f t h e  s ligh t es t
ir r egu la r ity was detected, the en t ir e ceremony
wou ld ha ve t o be r epea t ed a nd, if necessa ry,
r epea t ed u n t il a ll wa s per fect . By t h e 1st
cen tury B.C. the meaning of cer ta in  r itua ls and
invoca t ions was not  a t  a ll understood bu t  were
adhered to fa st idiously. All r eligions can  have
a  ba r t er in g, con t r a ct u a l a spect  bu t  Rom a n
religion  showed an  unusua l a t t en t ion  to deta il
and ca re t o do the r igh t  t h ing in  order  t o get
t h e r igh t  r esu lt . 7t h  r a y pr a ct ica lit y a n d
or ga n iza t ion a l sk ill is  a lso eviden t  in  t h e
Rom a n  con t r ibu t ion s t o m a t er ia l com for t  via

en gin eer in g a n d a r ch it ect u r e (for  exa m ple,
under -floor  hea t ing). In  t he field of medicine,
their  for te lay not  in  imagina t ive theory bu t  in
the r educt ion  of disease th rough  an  abundan t
wa t er  su pply, pu blic ba t h s , sewer s , a n d a
h ospit a l sys t em . P u blic bu ild in gs  su ch  a s
t h ea t r es , gla d ia t or ia l a r en a s  a n d  ch a r iot
r a cet r a cks wer e bu ilt  t o ser ve t h e s t a t e or
people, not  r eligion . Rome's was the fir st  grea t
secu la r  a r ch it ect u r e, m on u m en t a l in  sca le,
concept ion  and durability.  Their  development
of t h e a r ch  a n d t h eir  in ven t ion  of con cr et e
m a de m u ch  of t h is possible. Con cr et e r eca lls
t h e 7t h  r a y of a ccu r a t e a r r a n gem en t . Befor e
set t in g, con cr et e ca n  be a r r a n ged wit h  gr ea t
a ccu r a cy: on ce set , it  en du r es  in  per fect ed
for m . Rom a n s wer e u n equ a lled in  pla n n in g
a n d dividin g spa ce t h r ou gh  st r on g a xes a n d
rhythmic composit ion .  Such  1st  and 7th  r ay
qu a lit ies  a r e  eviden t  even  in  t em por a r y
st ructures like their  milit a ry camps, with  their
grea t  sca le and det a iled plann ing.  The La t in
la n gu a ge, t oo, h a s m a r ked 1st  a n d 7t h  r a y
qua lit ies: compact , t r enchan t  monumen ta lit y,
and dignified sonor ity.

After  the over throw of the monarchy in  510
B.C., Rom e h a d  a  Rep u blica n  for m  of
gover n m en t , essen t ia lly a n  oliga r ch y t h a t
in s t it u t ion a lized  a  con s ider a ble degr ee of
con sen su s, con su lt a t ion  a n d su ffr a ge. By t h e
1st  Cen tu ry B.C., t h is consensus ha d broken
down  u n der  t h e im pa ct  of in dividu a l power
hunger  and sect iona l selfishness, as well as the
sou l m a n ifes t in g in  a  gr ea t ly expa n ded
dom in ion . Aft er  sever a l deca des of civil wa r ,
Augustus (31 B.C. A.D. 14), r evered re founder
and re-orderer  of the Roman sta te, and a  clea r
com bin a t ion  of 1s t  r a y sou l a n d  7t h  r a y
per sona lit y, provided a  mona rch ic fr amework
for  more equitably upholding the Roman peace.
In  the 3rd cen tury A.D. there was a  resurgence
of chaos, civil war  and individua l disregard for
wider  in t er es t s  t h a t : a ga in  t h r ea t en ed t h e
viability of the Roman empire.  Dioclet ion  (284-
305) and h is successor s r escued Rome with  a
ser ies of r eforms, whose effect s illust ra te some
of the weaknesses of the 1st  and 7th  rays, such
as judicia l cruelt y, excessive defer ence t o t he
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r igh t s of the st a t e over  the individua l, grea ter
u se of cer em on ia l t o in fla t e  s t a t u s  a n d
e xa gge r a t e  h ie r a r ch ica l  r e la t ion s h ip s ,
bu reaucra t ic st anda rdiza t ion  and r egimen t , a
fu t ile and draconian  effor t  to restore the va lues
and pa t t erns of t he past . By the 4th  Cen tu ry,
t h e 6t h , per son a lit y, r a y of Ch r ist ia n it y wa s
making it self felt , and a lt hough  th is brough t
some new th inking and energy, it  a lso brought
reduced respect  for  form and a  loosened will for
ma in ta in ing st ructu res. The successor  st a t e of
Rome in  the Eastern  Mediter ranean , theocra t ic
Byzan t ium, inher it ed it s sou l r ay from Rome
and it s persona lity ray from Chr ist ian ity.

In  su m , Rom e well exem plifies  a  r a y
com bin a t ion  t h a t  sh ows “great  w ill-pow er,
stren gth  an d  stam in a, th e ability to stan d
firm ly on  principle and  (where necessary) the
power to destroy obstacles as well as the power
to organ ize or reorgan ize, the ability to bu ild  a
facility for creating or m ain tain ing standards;
an d  th e capacity to sk illfu lly m an ifest  id eas
through form ." (Robbins 1988: 531) s
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