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THE P OINT OF TENSION
By S cott Mandelker

The "poin t  of t ension" is a  phrase much  used in
the esoter ic lit era tu re of the collected works of
Alice Bailey, and it  in forms her  t ransmission  of
the Master  DK's t each ings anen t  disciplesh ip
a n d t h e gu idelin es  for  t h e con du ct  of t h e
disciple. Yet  it s deeper  mean ings and esoter ic
con sider a t ion s a r e r a r ely delved in t o a t  a n y
grea t  length , and a lthough  we may understand
it  t o r efer  t o a  t ype of m en t a lly pola r ized,
a t t en t ively st a bilized poise in  con sciou sn ess,
the implica t ions of th is poise and just  wha t  it
connotes energet ica lly is not  qu it e clea r . Th is
essa y in t en ds t o sh ed fu r t h er  ligh t  on  t h e
pr ocess , n a t u r e, a n d  r a m ifica t ion s  of t h e
a t ta inment  of a  poin t  of t ension  in  the serving-
consciousness of the engaged wor ld worker . It
is  im por t a n t  t o u n der s t a n d ju st  wh a t  t h is
t ension  is a ll abou t , ju st  wha t  such  a  "poin t "
rea lly involves, and it s effect s and funct ions in
t h e  o n g o i n g  p e r s o n a l i t y
m od i f i ca t i on / t r a n s for m a t i on  of  t h e
seeker /server . There is grea t  va lue in  ga in ing
facility with  the development  of th is condit ion ,
and in  the developmen t  of broad and deta iled
comprehension  of t h is process a s it  r ela t es t o
the Soul-persona lity axis.

U su a lly, DK a dvises  t h e  d iscip le  t o
m a in t a in  bot h  s t ea dy m en t a l pola r iza t ion
keeping awareness and the spa rk of conscious
pot en t ia lit y in  t he hea d, (hence a va ila ble for
u t iliza t ion  by the in -st reaming Tr iadic energies
en ter ing th rough  the two major  head chakras).
H e a lso cou n sels  u s  t o a ch ieve a n d h old a
cr ea t ive a n d a ler t  poin t  of t en sion  t h a t  m a y
access both  the subject ive rea lm of inpu t , Soul-
in flux, and the in tu it ive energies ava ilable for
ser vice-t r a n sm ission , a n d a t  t h e sa m e t im e
"keep a n  eye on " t h e ch a n gin g per son a lit y-
r ea lm  ph en om en a l displa y--h en ce developin g
a t tunement  in  two direct ions. Th is is thus the

u su a l a n d a ccept ed m ea n in g of t h e poin t  of
t en s ion : a  con d it ion  of d u a lly focu s ed ,
r es p on s ive , s t ea d y a n d  op en ed  m en t a l
pola r iza t ion , able to respond in  two direct ions,
(hor izonta lly in  the wor ld of men and ver t ica lly
t o Sou l-in flu x). Th u s t h e poin t  of t en sion  is
rea lly a  poin t , a s it  involves a  dua lly-detached
poise: det a ch ed fr om  bot h  Sou l-en er gies a n d
per son a lit y-in pu t  (fr om  self a n d ot h er ); it  is
a lso a  ten sion -posit ion  beca u se it  h olds a n d
gu a r ds s t ea dy equ ipoise bet ween  t wo qu it e
v ib r a t ion a l ly  d i s s im i la r  (a n d  e q u a l ly
tempt ing), r ea lms of energies/phenomena . The
tempta t ion  involved in  per sona lit y glamors is
a ppa r en t  a n d clea r  t o a ll -- especia lly t h e
flick er in g a s t r a l m ia sm a , t h e  glit t e r in g
em ot ion a l sh ow of self a n d ot h er  bu t  t h e
tempta t ion  of the h igher  planes is best  known
by t h ose wh o h a ve deepen ed a ccess/fa cilit y
with  these t r anspersona l energy-rea lms of the
On e Bein g. Sim ply pu t , t h e disciple m u st
r efr a in  fr om  t h e "a bsolu t e a n d  r eject in g-
a spect s" of det a ch m en t  bou n d u p wit h  h is
ability to leave the personality city -- and thus
not  grasp on  to em ptiness, or  bliss, or  fa lse and
evolu t ion a r ily-u seless isolated  u n ity, (in  it s
lower  m a n ifes t a t ion  of a  p r efer en ce for
isola t ed , va s t  solit u de-in -con sciou sn ess  t o
a ct ively en ga ged ser vice in  t h e wor ld). Th u s
t h e disciple r em a in s in  t en sion , su spen ded
between  equa lly compelling wor lds (Sou l and
persona lity), and h is menta l poise is either   an
unsteady ba lancing act   (con t inua lly offset t ing
in  con sciou sn ess ba sic u r ges t owa r ds eit h er
r ea lm ), or  a  well-developed  c o n c e r n e d
detachm ent . Therefore, men ta l pola r iza t ion  is
n ot  in t ellect u a l a t t a ch m en t  - it  is  s t ea dy
m en t a l dwellin g/r ecept ivit y lin k ed  t o t wo
r ea lm s of exper ien ce/en er gy in pu t s , wh ich
takes ca re to sample from both , cor rela t e, and
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provide the needed energies in  the per sona lity
display as much as can  be done.

Th u s  m en t a l pola r iza t ion  becom es  a
dyn a m ic a n d fu n da m en t a lly flu id a ffa ir ; fa r
fr om  cr ys t a lliza t ion  of t h ou gh t  for m s, t h e
disciple with  such  poise plays and works freely
in  the "island between  two st reams” and knows
the Two bu t  un ifies them in to the One. He has
a  ba sic t ype of 4t h  r a y qu a lit y of m edia t or --
br in gin g h a r m on iza t ion  t h r ou gh  (in h er en t )
conflict . For  such  conflict  is both  inevitable and
a lso t h e  ca t a lys t  for  gr ea t er  a n d  m or e
penet r a t ing service; t he very dissim ila r it y in
vibr a tory qua lit y and r a t e between  t he Sou l-
r ea lm s h e sa m ples/t r a n sm it s  fr om , a n d t h e
r a t e  of t h e  p e r s on a l i t y  w or ld s  h e
serves/dispenses to, is a  power fu l genera tor  of
poten tial in  h is service. Poten t ia l in  elect r ica l
syst em s is  gen er a t ed a n d m a n ifest  t h r ou gh
pola r it y, likewise a  H er a clit u s ' n ot ed ph r a se
tha t  "con flict  is t he mother /progen itor  of a ll";
in  t erms of the service rendered by the disciple
holding a  crea t ive poin t  of t ension , the na tu ra l
conflict  between  the posit ive Soul-energies and
n ega t ive per son a lit y for ces (a ssocia t ed wit h
their  th ree r espect ive planes), is the seed-bed,
(or  per h a ps "ir r it a n t  fr ict ion "), wh ich  set s in
mot ion  h is service work.

Wit h  r espect  t o t h e en er get ic qu a lit ies
involved, the disciple has a s h is menu  the fir e
and wind of the spir itua l/menta l planes, and as
h is "diner s t o be" t he wa ter  and ea r th  of t he
a st r a l/ph ysica l pla n es. Tr u ly a n  a lch em ica l
p r oces s  u n it in g s u bs t a n t ia lly d is s im ila r
opposit e energies, service from the cu lt iva t ed
and in telligen t ly-held poin t  of t ension  involves
the carefu l admixture of combust ible, and often
t im es r epella n t  elem en t s . Th e ch em ist r y of
such  service has many by-product s, and many
"en zym a t ic ca t a lys t s " a id in g t h e p r ocess
(in clu din g, per h a ps , m ost  of a ll t h e ba s ic
r eson a n ce/com pa t ibilit y bet ween  t h e ser ver
a n d t h e ser ved 's  own  per son a lit y sh ea t h s).
Su ch  ch em ist r y is  veiled, esot er ic, com plex,
and qu ite fascina t ing to begin  to study. Human
biophysica l chemist ry is the in fan t -predecessor
t o t h e even t u a l scien ce of en er gies , a s  a
pa r t icu la r  (if n ot  cen t r a l) a spect  of t h e

even t u a l Scien ce of t h e Sou l. We ca n n ot  go
deeply here in to th is pa r t icu la r  chemist ry t ext ,
bu t  som e m or e elu cida t ion  is  u sefu l a n d
informat ive, following to some exten t  upon  the
heels of the work, A T reatise on  White Magic,
(b y  Al i ce  B a i l e y ) ,  w h i ch  i s  t h e
m a gicia n /disciple's  begin n in g h a n dbook  for
proper  working. It  shou ld be noted a t  the sta r t
t h a t  t h e "a ir /fir e, ea r t h /wa t er " dich ot om y, a s
represen ta t ive of the Soul-persona lity in ter face
a ccom plish ed a n d u t ilized by t h e m en t a lly
poised  d iscip le “in  t en s ion ” is  ba s ica lly a
metaphor  for  cer t a in  qua lit ies of energy t ha t
we can  a ssocia t e with  such  physica l elemen t s.
Indeed, the energies themselves a re nameless,
bu t  t h ey do r eflect  in  cer t a in  wa ys t h e ba sic
a rchetypa l in tu it ive sense associa ted with  each
of t h ose ea r t h bou n d elem en t a l ca t egor ies .
Wh en  s p ir i t  (t r a n s p e r s on a l  p la n es ) is
a ssocia t ed with  fir e, we a re t rying to indica t e
it s  h ea t  (r ela t ive t o t h e cooln ess  of t h e
persona lity forces), and it ’s flaming-ascending-
dancing na tu re (a ssocia t ed with  the t endency
of a ll spir itua l energies to draw upwards tha t
which  they contact , being their  na tura l upward
movement  in t r insica lly; and a lso h in t ing a t  the
"p la yfu l” or  flu id ic ba s is  wh ich  is  ever -
ch a n gin g, a n d  t r em en dou s ly sen s it ive t o
environmen ta l in fluences). Even  her e we a r e
descr ibin g a  n a m eless  r ea lit y, (bein g Sou l-
energies), with  metaphors on  top of metaphors,
ext r a ct in g a n d ela bor a t in g u pon  ph ysica lly
recognized qua lit ies of the elementa l ca tegor ies
(in  t h is ca se, fir e). Yet  t he method has va lue
for  deeper  com pr eh en sion  of t h e fu n ct ion  of
su ch  en er gies , for  t h e ba sic a n d "in h er en t "
elemen t s (t he deeper  qua lit y of essen t ia l fir e
tha t  gives bir th  to physica lly observed fire), a re
ce r t a in ly  r e l a t e d  t o t h e i r  p h ys i ca l
m a n ife s t a t ion s  (a s  r e fle ct ive -p r oject ive
sou r ces), a n d  t h eir  "qu a lit y-a m plifica t ion "
teaches us about  their  essen t ia l na ture.

Thus "fire as spir it ", indica tes the burn ing,
d ecr ys t a l l izin g, a n d  d es t r u ct ive-cr ea t ive
aspect s of t r ansper sona l energies of a ll ma jor
t ypes, (n ot  m er ely of t h e F ir st  Ra y pr in ciple
w h i ch  w e  n or m a l l y  a s s oci a t e  w i t h
decryst a lliza t ion ). In  fact , a ll Tr iadic energies



T he Poin t of T ension    J ournal of Esoteric Psychology • Volum e 8 • N o. 2 • 1992

3

decr ys t a llize  a n d  bu r n  a wa y per son a lit y
obst ruct ions in  va r ious ways, dissolving force-
aggrega t ions tha t  obscure and distor t  the tota l
t r a n spa r en t -r eflect a bilit y of t h e per son a lit y
sh ea t h s in  t h e in dividu a l. Wh en  we descr ibe
spir it  a s fiery, we a re saying tha t  it  na tu ra lly
in t en s ifies  a n d  r a is es  in  "t em p er a t u r e"
(occu lt ly speaking) the elementa l mat ter  of the
t h r ee  p er s on a lit y bod ies ; t h a t  s p ir it u a l
energies, of a ll t he th ree ma jor  r ays of a spect
in  pa r t icu la r , na tu r a lly and effor t lessly r a ise
t h e  v ib r a t or y  r a t e s  a n d  "t em p os " of
persona lity, t r iple-body mat ter . Th is process is
iden t ica l wit h  ou r  com m on  u n der st a n din g of
"bu r n in g-pu r ifica t ion ", for  wh a t  we see a s
"dest ruct ion-by-burn ing" is simply the na tu ra l
r esu lt  of cer t a in  com plexes  h a vin g t h eir
"weaker , less densified" (spir it ua lly densified)
ma t t er  being r a ised in  vibra t ion  and lawfu lly
fa llin g a wa y, va por ized  in t o a  d issolu t ion
con d it ion . Th u s , com bu s t ion -by bu r n in g,
a ccom plish ed equ a lly by spir it u a l in flu x a n d
p h ys ica l  fi r e ,  in volves  a cce le r a t ion  of
t em per a t u r e, vibr a t or y in t er r a ct ion a l r a t es ,
and in terna l st ress and these serve to combust
or  vapor ize a ll tha t  is "ready" to go off in to the
more etherea l r egions. When  fir e is applied to
wa t er , on ly t h e pr ecipit a t es, t h e m in er a ls in
solu t ion , a r e left  if t he boiling process goes to
com plet ion ; t h u s on ly t h e den sest  m a t er ia ls
remain , and a ll else vapor izes. Likewise, when
sp ir it u a l pot en cies  en t er  t h e per son a lit y
sh ea t h s  t h r ou gh  eit h er  in d ividu a l Sou l-
in voca t ion  fol low in g  ge n u in e  s t e a d y
a t t u n em en t , or  t h r ou gh  t h e ser vice wor k  of
disciples able to ma in ta in  men ta l pola r iza t ion
a t  t h e poin t  of t en sion , t h en  t h e per son a lit y
ma t t er  is dissolved accordingly. The observed
resu lt s of th is process a re emot iona l ca tha rsis,
ether ic reorgan iza t ion /reba lancing, and menta l
d e cr y s t a l l i z a t i on /r e for m u la t i on .   T h e
per son a lit y is  pu r ified  t h r ou gh  fir e , t h e
complexes of it s energy "webbing" a re ra ised in
en er get ic in t er r a ct ion a l r a t es  (bot h  wit h  in
themselves and in  rela t ion  to other  pa t t erns of
the bodies), and the resu lt  is tha t  new pa t terns
a r e bor n  a n d old  on es  go off, ou t  of t h e
per son a lit y sph er e a n d so dissolve in t o t h eir

const ituen t  a tomic un it s.
Th is sa m e t ype of qu a lit a t ive-m et a ph or ic

ana lysis (in  an  esoter ic sense) can  be applied to
each  of the other  elements, and much  would be
lea r n ed t h er eby con cer n in g t h e n a t u r e a n d
in t er r a ct ion a l dyn a m ics  in volved  in  Sou l-
per son a lit y in t er ch a n ge, a n d  per son a lit y
m odifica t ion  a n d t r a n sfor m a t ion  ba sed u pon
service or  individua l medita t ion  work. One can
then  begin  t o look a t  t he meet ing of fir e and
wa t er , spir it u a l t r ia dic en er gies descen din g
in to the "deep blue" of the ast ra l sub-planes of
the individua l, (or  of the human  kingdom as a
whole). These a r e su rely "opposit es," and yet
they have a  cer ta in  na tura l complementa r it ies,
a n d t h e ph ysics of t h eir  in t er a ct ion  ca n  be
descr ibed a n a logica lly by obser va t ion  of t h e
dyn a m ics of ph ysica l fir e a n d wa t er  in  t h eir
rela t ions. The spir it  lit era lly causes the a st r a l
body t o pr odu ce "wa ves of t r a n sfor m a t ion ;
r h yt h m ic t ides  a n d u n der cu r r en t  flows of
adapta t ion  to the h igher  in flux; energet ica lly,
t h e a s t r a l m a t t er  is  disper sed a n d cer t a in
com plexes "h ea t ed in t o va por iza t ion " by t h e
spir it ua l energies, and so per sona l emot iona l
sen sit ivit y a n d r espon siven ess  is  n a t u r a lly
increased as one becomes more recept ive to the
Soul. In  service, the menta lly pola r ized worker
ba sica lly wor ks u pon  t h e m en t a l su b-pla n es,
a n d  h is  effect  on  t h e em ot ion a l p la n e is
genera lly via  the men ta l down flow caused by
his thought -in terven t ions, which  t ransform the
m en t a l dyn a m ics of t h ose h e ser ves. In  t h e
work of t he psychologist  or  t he so-ca lled body
worker , more dir ect  act ion  may be made upon
t h e wa t er y or  ea r t h ly elem en t s/bodies, (t h e
a st r a l/ph ysica l veh icles), a n d t h is in t r odu ces
other  factor s besides men ta lly in it ia t ed forces.
In  t h ese ca ses , n a t u r a l r a d ia t or y h ea lin g
t h r ou gh  t h e  e t h e r ic ch a k r a s  ch a n n e ls
pa r t icu la r  Tr ia dic en er gies t o t h e r ecipien t ,
and th is is la rgely unconscious on  the pa r t  of
t h e disciple, u n t il t h e t h ir d in it ia t ion , wh en
radia tory hea ling can  be "seen  and hea rd" by
him.

In  gen er a l, t h e disciple h oldin g m en t a l
pola r iza t ion  a t  t h e poin t  of t en sion , du a lly-
focused between  Soul and persona lity energies,
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playing in telligen t ly and th rough  love with  the
a n t it h et ica l en er gies of ea ch  r ea lm , will be
effect ive in  radia tory hea ling upon  the physica l
and ast ra l bodies of h is recipien ts as a  measure
of h is Sou l a t t u n em en t  a n d a lign m en t . Th u s
t h e a t t u n in g d iscip le h ea ls  t h ose bodies ,
t r a n s for m in g  t h e  e a r t h /w a t e r  r e a lm s
spon taneously, a s a  measure of the pur ity and
clea r  r esponsive act ivity of h is ether ic chakras
a n d t h is  la r gely u n con sciou sly a n d wit h ou t
a ct ive m en t a l coor din a t ion . Aft er  t h e t h ir d
in it ia t ion  especia lly, t r u e r a dia t or y h ea lin g
becom es  a  m en t a l ized  a n d  con s ciou s ly
en gin eer ed a ffa ir , a n d m or e t h a n  bein g t h e
in s t in ct ive r espon se of cla r ified  ch a k r a s ,
becom es a  join t  effor t  bet ween  Sou l-ch a kr ic
ch a n n e l i n g  a n d  m e n t a l l y  g u i d e d
in t erven t ion /con t rol. At  t h is st age, work with
un ified fir e/a ir  may reach  consciously in to the
regions of water /ea r th , for  there is a t  th is poin t
su ch  coor din a t ion  bet ween  t h e fir e a n d a ir
(spir it ua l a lignmen t  between  mind and Sou l)
t h a t  t h ey becom e a s on e, a n d wielded sin gly
m a y offset  a n d t h en  u t ilize t h e for ces of t h e
two lower  shea ths in  service. Thus, a ir  has fire
enough  to not  disper se when  in  dir ect  con tact
wit h  t h e  ea r t h ly: m en t a l  t h ou gh t -for m
const ruct ion  abilit ies a r e so well in formed by
spir it u a l en er gies (of a ll t h r ee m a jor  r a ys of
a s p ect ) t h a t  t h ey ca n  en t e r  in t o a n d
dissolve/t r ansform the solidity of t he physica l
body. Th is  is  t h e or igin  of cer t a in  m a gica l
abilit ies of adept s who may levit a t e and make
in visible or  in su bst a n t ia l t h e ph ysica l for m ;
t h e spir it /m en t a l (fir e/a ir ) s in gle-in st r u m en t
(a ft er  t he th ird in it ia t ion ) is st rong enough  to
dissolve t he a ppa ren t  solidit y of cohesion  we
ca ll the dense physica l body.

Lik ewis e , s p ir i t /m en t a l, fir e /a ir  m a y
descend direct ly in to the ast ra l wa ters withou t
fea r  of ext inguish ing the fire, (which  would not
be a  gen u in e ext in gu ish in g, bu t  r a t h er  t h e
ext in ct ion -d is s olu t ion  of s p ir i t u a l  for m -
t r a n s m is s ion s  wh en  d ir ect ed  in t o t h e
em ot ion a l bodies  of t h ose r eceivin g dir ect
service). In  th is case, someth ing like a  thought -
form "bubble" sur rounds the descent  of fire in to
t h e "wa t er s  of a fflict ion ”, a  bu bble of a ir

(m en t a liza t ion ) t h a t  p r ot ect s  t h e  d ir ect
cir cu la t ion  of fiery Tr iadic energy th rough  the
a s t r a l m ia sm s. Th is  is  bot h  a n  a dva n ced
pract ice and a  specia lized form of service. For
the ast ra l body lit era lly is like water  compared
t o t r a n sper son a l Tr ia dic sou r ces (fir e), a n d
t h er e is  a  m et a ph ysica l, la wfu l "a n t ipa t h y"
between .

La n gu a ge ca n  ba r ely do ju s t ice t o a
descr ipt ion  of t h is , of cou r se, bu t  m et a ph or
m a y r evea l som e a spect s  of t h is  dyn a m ic
in teract ion . It  basica lly has to do with  rela t ive
vibr a t or y d iffer en ces  a n d  t h e fa ct or s  of
for m /for m l e s s n e s s ,  t i m e /t i m e l e s s n e s s ,
space/non-space, which  a re a ll inheren t  in  th is
pola r it y. However , t h is is t he condit ion  of a ll
per son a lit y/t r a n sper son a l in t er fa cin g: on e
exist s beyond t ime and space, wh ile the other
is  em bedded in  t h e illu s ion  a n d vibr a t or y
pa t t er n  of t im e/spa ce veilin g. Ir on ica lly, t h e
specific a n t ipa t h y bet ween  fir e/sp ir it  a n d
w a t e r /e m ot ion  i s  t h a t  t h e y  h a ve  a
fu n da m en t a lly iden t ica l cor e-vibr a t ion  a n d
sh a r e a  deep r eson a n ce, in  a  qu it e pr ofou n d
esot er ic sen se t h a t  ca n  on ly be a ppr ecia t ed
in t u it ively t h r ou gh  m edit a t ion  u pon  t h ese
elem en t s , a n d t h eir  essen t ia l n a t u r e. I f it
m a kes a n y sen se a t  a ll, t h eir  a n t ipa t h y is
m a n ifest ed t h r ou gh  t h e ver y con gr u en ce of
their  inner  na tu re which  may not  make sense
t o t h e in t ellect u a l m in d bu t  ca n  be gr a sped
qu it e ea sily by r ecogn it ion  of t h eir  sym bolic
un ifica t ion ; namely the so-ca lled Sta r  of David
m ot if kn own  t o esot er icis t s  of a ll t im es a s
sign ifyin g Sou l-per son a lit y fu sion . H er e, t h e
upwa rd t r ia ngle st a nds for  t he Sou l, t he fir e
elem en t , wh ile t h e per son a lit y a s a  wh ole is
r ep r es en t ed  by t h e  d own wa r d  p oin t in g
member . A h in t  is here given  in  tha t  the en t ire
t r iple faceted persona lity is shown by the same
symbol used for  the ast ra l veh icle in  par t icu la r ,
the wa tery element ; esoter ic considera t ions for
r eflect ion  in clu de t h e equ a t ion  of pa ss ive,
dissolving, obscur ing ast ra lism with  the na ture
of t h e ba sica lly illu sor y per son a lit y-body. As
the Master  DK would say, one may profit ably
"ponder  on  th is." The poin t  tha t  may have been
los t  by t h e  d iscu ss ion  of "a s t r a lism  a s
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per son a lit y", is  s im ply t h a t  t h e opposit es
a t t r a ct , (fir e and wa ter ), for  t he ba sic r ea son
t h a t  t h ey a r e fu n da m en t a lly of a n  in t egr a l
na tu re, in  some obscure sense congruen t  if not
essen t ia lly iden t ica l. And for  such  a  reason  a re
t h ey ca lled opposit es! In  t h eir  ou t er  a spect
they can  be considered opposites, bu t  the inner
r eflect ion  r evea ls t h eir  iden t it y a n d so t h ey
n a t u r a lly com e t oget h er . Su ch  a  n on -du a l
pa r a dox a ct u a lly h elps  u s  go beyon d t h e
a t t empts a t  lingu ist ic qua lifica t ion  of basica lly
exper ien t ia l su bject ive ph en om en a ; a n d t h e
r ea l "kn owin g" a lwa ys gr ows ou t  of per son a l
"in t u i t ive -r e s on a n ce ”,  n ot  in t e l l e ct u a l
divisions.

Th en  wh er e does  t h is  lea ve u s  in  ou r
explica t ion  of t h e n a t u r e of t h e d iscip le 's
cu lt iva t ed poin t  of t en sion  a s t h e fou n da t ion
for  cr ea t ive ser vice? We a r e t h u s  bet t er
a cqu a in t ed wit h  t h e en er gy qu a lit ies of t h e
du a l-focu sed r ea lm s h e wor ks wit h , a n d we
h a ve ga in ed  a  s en se  of t h e  a lch em ica l
processes involved in  th is type of service a ll of
which  amplify the meaning of t ension . We find
it  t o be a  "betwixt  and between" place where
sensit ive and a ler t  detachment  from a ll energy
qua lit ies is the on ly secur ity and gua ran tee of
effect ive a n d a ccu r a t e ser vice. Of cou r se t h e
process is not  a ll tha t  delibera te and menta lly-
ca lcu la t ed in  actua l pract ice; t he Sou l-in fused
disciple na tu ra lly dwells on  the plane of mind,
na tura lly senses both  the qua lity of need in  the
persona lity bodies/systems/pa t terns of those he
m a y a id, a n d n a t u r a lly is  en  r a ppor t  wit h
t h ose Tr ia dic en er gies  "ju st  wa it in g" t o fill
pa r t icu la r  n eeds. Th is in clu des h is a bilit y t o
a ccess a n d u t ilize t h e seven  r a ys a n d t h eir
qua lifying sub-rays, t o in it ia t e act iva t ion  and
direct ion  of var ious ether ic chakras (singly and
in  com bin a t ion ), a n d h is  developed sen se of
t ime and t iming -- knowing when  to st a r t  and
s t op , a n d  k n owin g r e la t ive  d egr ee  of
in t ensit y/a mplit ude needed in  a ny pa r t icu la r
pr ocess. All of t h is  will be gu ided by h ea r t
sen sit ivit y, a n d by t h e in t elligen t  cr ea t ive
"bluepr in t s" inheren t  in  t he Love-vibra t ion  of
t h e Sou l (per va din g t h e per son a lit y a n d it s
consciousness). Th is gu idance in  pa r t icu la r  is

wh a t  differ en t ia t es t h e wh it e fr om  t h e bla ck
magician .

Th e wh it e wor ker  pu t s  h im self "in  t h e
a r m s of t h e Sou l”, a n d st r ea m in gs fr om  t h e
Sou l-pet a ls  descen d t h r ou gh  h im  gu ided by
"Loving-In telligence." Such  Loving-In telligence
in dica t es t h e ba sic qu a lit y or  keyn ot e of ou r
s ys t em ; t h a t  wh ich  gives  b ir t h  t o ou r
r ecogn ized "second r ay" of Love-Wisdom, and
so u n der  gir ds  a ll t h e a dva n ced  ser vice
act ivit ies of disciples, no ma t t er  wha t  form of
expr ess ion  it  m a y t a ke. Th e wh it e wor ker
(especia lly in  t h e old m yst ic da ys) "t r u st s in
the Divine and let s God do the work”, which  is
t hen  r efined by t he advanced occu lt ist  whose
every move is indeed gu ided by Divine Love in
service, a lthough  he has in t elligen t  choices to
m a ke a lso. On  t h e ot h er  h a n d, t h e bla ck
m a gicia n  u t il izes  m en t a l s ch em in g a n d
plann ing from st a r t  t o fin ish , having shu t  off
the hea r t  chakra  and hence r equ ir ing men ta l
gu idance as founda t iona l in frast ructure for  h is
m a n ipu la t ion -wor k in g (h is  "ser vice t o self”).
Th e wh it e wor ker  h a s a  n a t u r a l, syst em ic,
indeed un iversa l "t racking system" to gu ide h is
conscious service (namely Divine Love), wh ile
the black worker  must  close th is off, offset t ing
it  wit h  m en t a lized  s t r u ct u r es  of ever -
pr eca r iou s design  a n d fa cu lt y (a s t h ey m u st
da m up a nd block ou t  t he genu ine perva sive
Love tha t  in forms a ll of Crea t ion  -- not  an  easy
t a sk!). H is work is ever  t he more pr eca r ious,
and in  the end he must  yield to Love, which  is
not  sepa ra t eness a t  a ll, bu t  r a ther  un ion  and
em br a ce t h e u n iver sa l "given " wh ich  st a n ds
pr ior  t o a n y effor t fu l sepa r a t iven ess h e m a y
ut ilize upon  h is "left -hand pa th .”

Th e poin t  of t en sion  is t h en  t h e m idwa y
place in  the a lchemica l crucible of the dynamic
a n d ever -sh ift in g Sou l-per son a lit y a xis . Th e
m en t a l pola r iza t ion  of t h e disciple u pon  t h e
pa th  of "service to other" becomes a  broad and
fa r seeing van tage poin t  (and "poin t " is a ll tha t
it  is , for  n o solid dwellin g ca n  a n ywh er e be
held); and from th is poin t  the disciple can  work
in  t wo dir ect ion s, h ea d-u p t o t h e Sou l a n d
ha nds-in  t o t he per sona lit y doma in . Thus he
act s to br idge the spir it -ma t t er  pola r ity in  the
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t h r ee  wor ld s  by h im s elf m od elin g a n d
exemplifying th is br idging; he t eaches th rough
example (a t  t he most  basic level of h is work),
and he works a t  t he a t -one-men t  of dissimila r
energy-rea lms. In  the process of evolu t ion , man
as kingdom a lso st ands in  t h is midway poin t
between  super  and sub-human  kingdoms, and
the human sta t ion  per  se is a  poin t  of t ension  --
neither  god nor  an ima l, neither  libera t ed nor
in st in ct u a lly h er d-bou n d, n eit h er  exclu sively
beyond t ime/space nor  completely en t rapped by
it  (a s  t h e h u m a n  m in d open s  ou t  t o t h e
eterna l). Th is fact  may expla in  to some exten t
t h e in h er en t  pa in  a n d  su ffer in g of bein g
h u m a n , t h e t r em en dou s power  a n d st a bilit y
a va ila ble t o t h ose wh o lea r n  t o h a n d le,
t r a n sfor m , a n d t r a n sm u t e en er gy-con flict s
u pon  t h e ph ysica l r ea lm , a n d a lso t h e gr ea t
va lue-oppor tun ity presen ted by ea r th ly lessons
-- an  oppor tun ity oft -t imes noted in  the esoter ic
lit er a tu re, a s qu it e well apprecia t ed by t hose
ou t  of in ca r n a t ion  wish in g for  t h e ch a n ce t o
a cceler a t e t h eir  pr ogr ess t owa r ds per fect ion
and reunion  with  the Crea tor -of-All. We a re a ll
inevit ably exper iencing basic and unavoidable
poin t s of t ension  wh ile inca rna t ed with in  t he
physica l/human  dimension , and the conscious
act ivity of the consecra ted and pledged disciple
is  em blem a t ic of h is  cr ea t ive u t iliza t ion  of
wh a t  for  m ost  of h u m a n it y is  a  sou r ce of
per pet u a l s t r u ggle a n d ch a os. Th e poin t  of
t en s ion , k n own  a n d  h eld  a n d  even t u a lly
en joyed  in  selfles s  ser vice, becom es  t h e
ga teway to in fin ity and infin ite poten t ia l.
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