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Th e  Harm on ize d Fou rth  Ray
By Andrew J ohnson

In  t r yin g t o su m m a r ize t h e qu a lit ies of t h e
fou r th  r ay it  is oft en  ea sier  t o t a lk  abou t  t he
qu a lit ies  of con flict  a n d  s t r u ggle  wh ich
ch a r a ct er ize t h is  r a y, especia lly in  it s  u n -
evolved expression , than  it  is to t a lk abou t  the
h a r m on iou s  or ga n iza t ion  of en er gies  t h a t
ch a r a ct e r ize  t h e  d eve lop ed  fou r t h  r a y.
Never t h eless, a n  a t t em pt  sh ou ld be m a de t o
under st and the goa l t oward wh ich  the fou r th
ray poin ts, to understand the beauty, harmony,
sensit ivit y, a nd r igh t  r ela t ions t owa rd wh ich
a ll t he conflict  and st ruggle has been  moving.
Toget h er , desir e, st r u ggle, a n d love cr ea t e a
pea r l of gr ea t  pr ice, a  pea r l wh ich  is ha rd t o
find and to hold, bu t  one which  has the power
to r esolve t he a ncien t  con flict s, t o r evea l t he
h idden  syn thesis, and to un fold the pr inciples
tha t  const it u t e t he way wh ich  goes from here
to there and back aga in .

Wh en  we fir s t  t r y t o descr ibe t h e m or e
evolved expression  of th is r ay we a re t empted
to u se a  descr ipt ive t erminology t ha t  der ives
it s mean ing from the abst r act ing of t he lower
qu a lit ies  of t h e fou r t h  r a y in t o a  spir it u a l
rea lm "above" the persona lity rea lm. Th is may
take the form of sta tements which  speak of the
absence of conflict , wor ry, moodiness, etc.  The
goa l t owa r d  wh ich  t h e fou r t h  r a y per son
st r ives is more t ha n  t h is. Pa in  a nd su ffer ing
m u s t  h a ve it s  r ewa r d  in  som e pos it ive
ach ievement , some acqu ired power  of the sou l.
This is obviously t rue and so we need to have a
bet t er  u n der st a n din g of t h e per son  wh o h a s
st r u ggled t h r ou gh  t o a  con dit ion  of a ch ieved
ba lance and equ ilibr ium a t  the dynamic poin t
where the opposing forces meet .

The developed four th  ray person , to a  la rge
degree, has left  beh ind purely persona l conflict
and drama . The conflict  t hey pa r t icipa t e in  is
group conflict . All t heir  acqu ired sensit ivity is
pu t  to use in  the service of humanity. They a re

sym pa t h et ic a n d wise in  h elpin g ot h er s  t o
st ruggle upward toward the ligh t . In  th is sense
the developed fou r th  r ay per son  seems like a
su ffer in g secon d r a y per son . Th is is  beca u se
fou r t h  r a y love a n d  sym pa t h y (E sot er ic
Psychology, Vol I p. 205) have their  root  in  a
keen  sense of, and response to, the suffer ing of
ot h e r s .  Th is  is  t h e  love  of t h e  t r u e
h u m a n it a r ia n  wh o h a s  "s t r on g a ffect ion s ,"
"devot ion ," and "generosity." (Ibid., p.205) One
senses tha t  the love of the developed four th  ray
person  is born  ou t  of rea l exper ience. Th is is in
con t rast  to the somet imes lofty, a lmost  ben ign
and indifferen t  love the second ray somet imes
radia tes.

Somewhat  like the sixth  ray, the four th  ray
per son  is sa id t o be qu ick and r esponsive bu t
aga in  it  is impor tan t  to dist ingu ish  the var ious
levels of expression  possible. At  one level t he
four th  r ay per son  (or  a  per son  expressing th is
r ay t h rough  one of t heir  veh icles) will be t he
one to r espond qu ickly and sensit ively to your
r epor t  of you r  st ruggles, con flict s, and pa in s.
The undeveloped type will t end just  a s qu ickly
t o begin  t a lk in g a bou t  t h eir  pr oblem s. Th e
m or e developed t ype h a s less egoism  a n d so
one is apt  t o get  a  more st eady and sensit ive
h ea r in g. Th ey will lea d you  a lon g a s  you
u n bu r d en  you r s e lf wit h  t h e ir  p os i t ive
a ffirma t ions (nodding, et c.) in  such  a  way tha t
you  feel they a re r igh t  with  you  on  every peak
a n d in  ever y va lley. Wh ile you  m a y feel
confused and bewildered, you  sense tha t  t hey
understand the purpose beh ind a ll of these ups
a n d down s. Th ey seem  t o h a ve fou n d t h e
cen ter  where peace and ha rmony ru le. Almost
wordlessly they convey a  sense tha t  despite a ll
your  pa in , conflict , and st ruggle, someth ing of
gr ea t  va lu e a n d bea u t y is bein g n u r t u r ed a t
t h e t r u e cen t er  of you r  bein g. You  m a y well
find yourself laugh ing in  loving understanding
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of the drama  in  your  own  life a s t he r esu lt  of
someth ing sa id by the fou r th  r ay per son . The
more developed type is able to convey th rough
image, story, or  ana logy a  pivota l in sigh t  tha t
is  bot h  ju dgin g (a n a lyt ica l) a n d a ccept in g
(wholist ic) a t  the same t ime. The humor  of the
developed four th  r ay type is like th is. It  hea ls
not  hur t s.

The ba t t ling four th  r ay per son  oft en  looks
ver y sim ila r  t o t h e sixt h  r a y. On  t h e ot h er
hand the ha rmon ized fou r th  r ay per son  oft en
looks like wha t  we expect  the second ray to be.
Th is is not  su rpr ising for  two reasons, a s I see
it . The fir st  is tha t  the four th  ray is by na tu re
a  r ela t in g r a y a n d on e of it s  m a n y poin t s of
dynamic r ela t ing is t he midway spot  between
r a y six a n d r a y t wo. Th e secon d is  t h a t  we
usua lly exper ience t he fou r th  r ay on ly a t  t he
level of the persona lity (there may be incarna te
a t  t he presen t  t ime some un folded fou r th  r ay
sou ls). Th e fou r t h  r a y is  n ecessa r ily, t h en ,
a lways rela ted to the work of ha rmonizing the
sou l and per sona lity. We know tha t  the a st r a l
body (as an  expression  of sixth  ray force) is the
most  poten t  veh icle of the four -fold persona lity
and tha t  t he sou l is an  expression  of r ay two
(no mat ter  wha t  it s color ing ray is). Therefore,
it 's  clea r  t h a t  t h e fou r t h  r a y is  in t im a t ely
involved in  t he human  st ruggle t o t r ansmute
bot h  t h e s ixt h  a n d secon d r a ys  t h r ou gh  a
crea t ive and dynamic in terplay. The per fect ion
of th is t ask on  the persona lity level leads to the
fou r t h  in it ia t ion  a n d t h e fu lfillm en t  of t h e
p u r p os e  for  wh ich  t h e  fou r t h  Cr ea t ive
H ier a r ch y t h e h u m a n ) t ook  in ca r n a t ion . At
th is in it ia t ion  the ego-sense (the causa l body)
is absorbed in to a  wider  more un iver sa l sense
of iden t ity.

Much  more cou ld be sa id a long these lines
bu t  on e fin a l poin t  a bou t  t h e pr in ciple of
invisibilit y and it s connect ion  with  the fou r th
ray needs to be sa id. It  is obviously t rue tha t
per sons who ba t t le constan t ly with  everyth ing
a round t hem will be more visible t ha n  t hose
who ha rmon ize with  everyth ing. It  is ea sy t o
miss the developed fou r th  r ay per son  because
of t h is; t h ey becom e in visible. Th e on e wh o
t ru ly ha rmonizes neither  adds nor  t akes away

bu t  a llows a n d fa cilit a t es . Th ey gr ea se t h e
wh eel, in  a  sen se, a n d t h e wh eel is  a ble t o
fu lfill t h e pu r pose for  wh ich  it  wa s m a de.
Another  ima ge migh t  be t ha t  of a  gyroscope,
wh ich  on ly s ign a ls  a n  im ba la n ce wh en  it
occurs, otherwise it  r emains silen t . The gyro is
the standard of ba lance and or ien ta t ion  on ly so
lon g a s it  is  "obeyed." As t h e Ma st er  a t  t h e
cen ter  of the ashram (one of the symbols of the
fou r t h  r a y) or ien t s  a n d  h a r m on izes  t h e
a sh r a m , so a t  a  lower  level t h e fou r t h  r a y
disciple may r ema in  invisible un t il t he group
n eeds r e-ba la n cin g a n d h a r m on izin g. Th is is
t h e fr u it  of t h e wor k  u n der t a ken  in  Ta u r u s,
Scorpio, and Sagit t a r iu s, bu t  t ha t  is t he topic
of a n ot h er  pa per . Su ffice it  t o sa y t h a t  t h e
per fect ed  fou r t h  r a y per son  oft en  wor k s
invisibly br inging ha rmony ou t  of chaos. They
do it  because they love it .
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