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THE DEVA EVOLUTION
by N iels Bronsted

In trodu ctory  De fin ition s
It  is a  widespread belief among esoter icist s and
students of occu lt ism tha t  the deva  evolu t ion  is
pa r a llel t o t h e h u m a n  evolu t ion . Th is belief
pr oba bly or igin a t es in  m a n y sou r ces bu t  n ot
le a s t  in  t h e  w r i t in gs  of w e l l -k n ow n
t h eosoph ica l pion eer s  like C.W. Leadbea ter ,
Geoffrey Hodgson  or  Dora  van  Gelder  Kunz.

In  t h e or d in a r y m ea n in g of t h e wor d
parallel it  would mean  tha t  there a re devas a t
t he same level of evolu t ion  a s human  beings,
tha t  some ramifica t ion  of the one life passes by
h u m a n it y a n d  in d ividu a lises  ou t s ide t h e
h u m a n  k in gdom  so t h a t  t h ese bein gs do n ot
obta in  the st r ict ly human exper ience.

We will in  th is a r t icle discuss the quest ion
a n d  s eek  t o es t a blish  a n ot h er  wor k in g
h ypot h esis , for  t h er e is  gr ea t  bea u t y in  t h e
though t  t ha t  one migh ty wa ve of life sweeps
t h r ou gh  t h e va r iou s for m  t ypes of evolu t ion ,
pa ssin g a ll st a ges, wh et h er  h u m a n  or  devic,
a n d  en din g u p  wit h  t h e t ot a l a m ou n t  of
exper ien ce possible in  pla n et a r y a n d sola r
manifesta t ion .

In  Alice A. Ba iley's A T reatise on  Cosm ic
F i r e (CF ) a n d H .P . Bla va t sky's  T h e S ecret
D oct r i n e (SD) we fin d a  n u m ber  of cr u cia l
s t a t em en t s  wh ich  we sh a ll s im ply qu ot e in
order  to make our  main  poin t :

H e m u st  rem em ber lik ew ise th e fact
th at every life of every d egree, from  a
god  to th e m ost  in sign ifican t  of th e
lesser devas, or bu ilders, m ust at som e
t im e or an oth er pass th rou gh  th e
hum an fam ily. (CF,pp.895-96).

Forget  n ot  th e occu lt  tru ism  th at  all
form s of existence pass at one stage of

t h ei r  ca reer  t h rou gh  t h e h u m a n
kingdom . (CF,p.437).

N o bein g can  becom e God ,or Deva,
u n less h e passes th rou gh  th e h u m an
Cycles. (S D,II, p.336).

M oreover, from  th e begin n in g of th e
R ound , all in  N atu re tends to becom e
M an . A ll th e im pu lses of th e d u al,
cen tripetal an d  cen trifu gal Force are
d irected  tow ard s on e poin t  - M an .
(S D,II,p.179).

T h e (goal of th e) L u n ar Pitris (is) to
becom e m en . T hey w ill in  their h igher
grad es pass d irect ly in to th e an im al
evolu t ion  of  th e n ext  cycle an d  so
eventually ind ividualise.
(CF,844,tabulation).

T he goal for the devas (below  the rank
of S olar Pitris) is in d ivid u alisation ,
and  their objective is to becom e m en  in
som e fu ture cycle. (CF,p.836).

T h ese L u n ar S pirits h ave to becom e
"m en" in  order that their Monads m ay
reach  a h igh er plan e of act ivity an d
self-consciousness. (S D,I, p.203).

We see t h a t  t h is  pa r a llelism , in  t h e
ordinary meaning of the word, is not  suppor ted
by t h es e  im p or t a n t  s ou r ces  of es ot er ic
knowledge. Bu t  t he Tibet an  Master  a lso u ses
the word para llel in  rela t ion  to the human and
deva  evolu t ions. He descr ibes how the human
a st r a l body con sis t s  of lit t le in volu t ion a r y
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elemen ta l lives, wh ich  form the veh icle it self,
a n d a n  evolu t ion a r y deva  wh o m a kes  it  a
coheren t  whole, and he st a t es tha t  the man , if
con t r olled by t h em  (wh ich  m ost  people a r e),
must  free h imself. He goes on  to say:

I f  t h es e r em a r k s  a r e r i g h t l y
apprehended , som e understand ing w ill
com e of w h at is m ean t w h en  th e d eva
evolu t ion  is  spok en  of  as bein g a
“parallel evolu tion" to that of m an . In
th e th ree w orld s th e tw o l in es of
evolu tion  parallel each  other, and  m ust
not be consciously one. In  the planes of
th e T riad  th ey are k n ow n  as a u n ity,
producing the Divine Herm aphrod ite…
(CF, p. 663).

 So the word parallel here refers to types of
consciousness and not  levels of evolu t ion . Bu t
h ow, t h en , m a y we a ppr oa ch  t h e su bject  in
or der  t o cla r ify ou r  m in ds a bou t  t h e deva
evolu t ion ? I  s u gges t  we  con s id e r  t h e
r ela t ion sh ip bet ween  life, con sciou sn ess a n d
for m . Kin gdom s of n a t u r e a r e m er ely for m
types tha t  t he life energy occupies in  order  to
develop sen t ien t  con sciou sn ess . Ma ybe a n
ana logy from the rea lm of elect ron ics may be of
h elp h er e. Wh en  a n  elect r ic cu r r en t  pa sses
t h r ou gh  a  wir e it  pr odu ces a  m a gn et ic field.
When  the wire is st r a igh t  the field is low, bu t
when  t he wir e is winded in to a  coil t he field
increases it s poten t ia l according to the number
of windings.

So life (the cur ren t ) inca rna tes in  the form
types of evolu t ion  (the wire) in  order  to develop
con sciou sn ess (t h e m a gn et ic field), a n d t h e
more complex t he form (number  of windings)
the h igher  the degree of consciousness power  of
magnet ic field).

The life energy is oft en  spoken  of in  vague
t erms like ou tpourings of life waves, bu t  it  is
r ea lly gr ou ps of m on a ds a t  va r iou s levels of
development . These groups a re ca lled crea t ive
h iera rch ies because they crea t e everyth ing in
the syst em, including the planes of ma t t er  or
substance. Each  h iera rchy (not  to be confused
wit h  t h e sp iri tu a l  H ierarch y) r epr esen t s  a

cer t a in  evolu t ion a r y level a n d in ca r n a t es in
one or  more k ingdoms of na tu r e. In  t he next
cycle (wha tever  tha t  may be) it  moves on  in to
the next  level.

E a ch  h ier a r ch y h a s t o lea r n  ever yt h in g
possible a t  it s pa r t icu la r  level, t ha t  is release
the raincloud  of knowable th ings, and so we a re
told tha t  some of the h iera rch ies have a lready
don e t h a t  in  r ega r d t o ou r  cosm ic ph ysica l
plane and a re now focused on  the cosmic ast ra l
p la n e. F r om  t h e begin n in g t h er e a r e 12
cr ea t ive  h ie r a r ch ies , a n d  five  of t h em
(approxima tely) have moved on , leaving seven
hiera rch ies with in  the sphere of evolu t ion  tha t
the esoter ic t each ing normally consider s -- our
seven  planes of na ture.

We may t abu la t e t hese seven  h ier a r ch ies
and their  funct ions in  r ela t ion  t o man  in  t he
following manner  (CF ,pp.1196-1211):

1. T he Fire Lords, wielder s of t he    h ighest
energy in  the system.

2. T he Divine Bu ilders, t h e sou r ce of    t h e
m on a d ic l i fe  bu t  n ot  t h e  m on a d s
themselves.

3. T he T riads, st imu la t ing the h igher  self in
man and making h im a  spir itua l being.
T hese th ree h ierarch ies are h igh ly evolved
spiritu al bein gs t h a t  h a v e p a ssed  t h e
hum an stage in  the previous solar system .

4. T h e h u m an  m on ad s, t h e  cor e  of t h e
presen t  human ity on  Ea r th . They end up
on  t h e seven  pa t h s of cosm ic evolu t ion ,
most  of t hem following the pa th  t o Sir iu s
a n d becom in g sola r  a n gels  in  t h e n ext
system.

5. T he solar angels, the  grea ter  bu ilders who
form the egoic body of man  and give h im
h is  s e lf-con s ciou s n es s .  Th ey p a s s ed
th rough  the human  st age in  ea r lier  cha in
per iods, and become planeta ry Logoi in  the
next  system.

6. T h e L u n ar Pitris, t h e lesser  bu ilder s  or
n a t u r e spir it s  wh o bu ild a ll life for m s in
n a t u r e, in clu d in g h u m a n  bod ies , a n d
const itu te their  inheren t  life. They become
humanity in  the next  cycle.

7. T h e elem en tal lives  wh ich  a n im a t e a ll
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pa r t icles  of m a t t er  a n d con s t it u t e t h e
elem en t a l essen ces . Th ey becom e t h e
ether ic and dense physica l body of the next
system .
So we see tha t  the fifth , sixth  and seven th

of the crea t ive h iera rch ies const itu t e the deva
evolu t ion  a s  we kn ow it  on  ou r  pla n et . I t
m ea n s  t h a t  t h er e a r e n o real su bh u m a n
k in gd om s  of n a t u r e , on ly deva  bein gs
d e ve lop in g  p h ys ica l  con s ciou s n e s s  b y
in h a bit in g t h e for m s of n a t u r e - a beau t ifu l
d iam ond , a stately tree, or a fish  in  the water
are bu t devas after all. (CF,p.892).

Maybe we can  get  some idea  of wha t  (for
in st a n ce) a n  a n im a l is  by com pa r in g it  t o a
h u m a n  bein g. Ma n  is  t h e su m  t ot a l of
elemen ta l essences, t h r ee evolu t iona ry deva s
(et h er ic, a s t r a l a n d  m en t a l) a n d  a  self-
conscious iden t ity expressing it self th rough  the
sola r  angel. Bu t  if we r emove th is iden t ity a ll
t ha t  is left  is a  syn d rom e of deva  for ces, and
tha t  is what  the an imal seems to be.

So ou r  con clu sion  n ow is  t h a t  t h e deva
evolu t ion  is  n ot  pa r a lle l t o t h e  h u m a n
evolu t ion  bu t  pa sses t h r ou gh  it , so t o spea k.
Th er e is  on ly on e life st r ea m , a n d it  m oves
th rough  va r ious phases of form life in  order  to
develop consciousness. Deva  is bu t  a  st a t e of
consciousness, and so is man.

Th e  Fu n ction s  an d Stru ctu re  of th e  De va
Evolu tion

At  the creation  of the system the planeta ry
Logoi m ed i t a t es  or  visualises t h e a r ch et ypa l
for m  pa t t er n s  t o be  m a n ifes t ed  du r in g
evolu t ion  -- the blue pr in t s of the a rch it ect , a s
it  wer e. Th ese a r ch et ypes or  blu e pr in t s, a s
a ssim ila t ed by t h e gr ea t er  bu ilder s, m a y be
a n a logou s  t o t h e  m a n n er  in  wh ich  a
programme is t r ansfer red to the ha rd disk of a
com pu t er . Now it  is  t h eir  t a sk  t o r ea lise t h e
energy pa t t erns in  t ime and space ou t  of their
own  essen ce. So t h ey a r e t h e cr ea t ive for ces
t h a t  bu ild t h e for m s a s well a s con st it u t in g
their  substance.
   This means tha t  the deva  evolu t ion  belongs
under  the th ird or  Brahma aspect  of the Logos,
cr ea t ive in t elligen t  a ct ivit y.  Th er efor e t h e

h igh est  officia ls  a r e t h e m igh t y Deva -r a ja s,
seven  grea t  Deva  Lords manifest ing the seven
planes of mat ter  from the seven  spir illa s of the
cosmic physica l permanen t  a tom -- t he disc of
the sun . Th is gives us the following t abu la t ion
of t he t h r ee a spect s of t he Logos (CF,pp.628-
30):

1. aspe ct 2. aspe ct 3. aspe ct
Logoic life energy Logoic  psyche Logoic form
manifest ing            manifest ing manifest ing
through                th rough through

7 Spir it s                   7 Ray Lords 7 Deva  Lords,
before or  P laneta ry    P la n e  L or d s
the th rone:              Logoi:                 or  Devara jas:

F ir st  spir it F ir st  ray Logoic plane - Shiva
Second spir it  Second ray Monadic plane - Surya
Third spir it Third ray Atmic plane - Brahma
Four th  spir it Four th  ray Buddhic plane - Indra
Fifth  spir it  F ifth  ray Menta l plane- Agni
Sixth  spir it Sixth  ray Ast ra l plane- Varuna
Seventh  spir it  Seventh  ray Physica l plane- Kshit i

So, genera lly the devas admin ist er  a ll life
on  Ear th  except  human  life.  In  the planeta ry
body, human ity const it u t es t he cen t r es, wh ile
the devas form the r est  of the st ructu re.  Th is
m a y be  d ifficu lt   for   u s   (h u m a n s)  t o
com pr eh en d , beca u se we a r e so u sed  t o
r ega r din g ou r selves a s t h e su pr em e r eign  in
na tu re, wh ile we a re r ea lly t enan t s in  a  deva
wor ld.

F ina lly th is leads us to the st ructure of the
deva  h ier a rchy of a  plane. It  m igh t  be any of
t h e pla n es, bu t  for  t h e sa ke of ou r  gen er a l
in t er es t  we h a ve ch osen  t o t a bu la t e t h e
h iera rchy of the physica l plane:

Ksh iti  - th e  De va Lord of th e  p lan e
Having a  level of evolu t ion  cor responding to a  chohan  of

a  ray.

7 De va Lords  - on e  for e ach  su bplan e  Const itu te the
"council" of Kshit i.

3 groups:
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First grou p - on  th e  firs t  su bplan e
 The grea ter  bu ilders,

 holding the plan  of evolu t ion  in  their  consciousness,
project ing it  to the next  group.

Se con d grou p - on  th e  se con d, th ird  an d fou rth
su bplan e s

The lesser  bu ilders,
 assimila t ing the impulses from the fir st  group,
building a ll life forms including human bodies.

Th ird grou p - on  th e  fifth , s ix th  an d se ve n th
su bplan e s

The elementa l lives,
const itu t ing the substances manipula ted by the lesser

builders.

Con clu s ion
Ma ybe we ca n  r ega r d t h is  m odel a s  a

wor k in g h ypot h es is  con cer n in g t h e deva
e volu t ion .  B u t  h ow  com e  p r om in e n t
cla irvoya n t s a s t he ones men t ioned a bove do
not  agree to th is model bu t  regard the devas as
belonging to a  life st ream para llel to the one of
human beings?

Maybe their  poin t  of view is simply based
on  observa t ion . Maybe they observe in  na tu re
deva s  wh o seem  t o r epr esen t  a  level of
con sciou sn ess  cor r espon din g t o t h e h u m a n
level.

If we wa n t  t o a nswer  t h is quest ion  t her e
are th ree poin t s we should be aware of. F ir st ly,
devas do not  seem to be a s firmly r ela t ed to a
pla n et a r y sch em e a s h u m a n  bein gs do. Th ey
m a y h a ve t h e wh ole of t h e sola r  syst em  a s
their  field of act ivit y. Secondly, t he degree of
in it ia t ion  t h a t  con clu des  a n d per fect s  t h e
human  st age is not  a lways the fift h  a s in  ou r
pr esen t  sit u a t ion , bu t  va r ies fr om  sch em e t o
sch em e, ch a in  t o ch a in  a n d r ou n d t o r ou n d.
And th irdly, their  r a t e of unfoldment  seems to
be considerably slower  than  dur ing the human
phase.

Th is means tha t  there may be members of
the angelic kingdom on  Ear th  who have passed
ou t  of t he human  kingdom in  other  schemes,
cha ins or  rounds a t  a  fa r  ea r lier  stage than  the
pr esen t  (t h e fift h  in it ia t ion ), a n d t h a t  t h ese

beings a re seen  by the cla irvoyan t  observer  to
be of a  level of consciousness cor responding to
in telligen t  humanity.

N iels B ron sted , teach er/ tran slator, lives in
Den m ark  an d  is a  life-lon g stu d en t  of th e
Ageless Wisdom .  He is a found ing m em ber of
th e T h eosoph ical Un ion  in  Den m ark .  H e is
cu rren tly tran slatin g A Tr ea t i se on  Cosm ic
Fir e  in to Danish .


