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Ste ppin g  In to  Th e  Dark
By William  Meader

To walk the occu lt  pa th  is often  a  journey filled
with  uncer t a in ty. In  some sense, it  is a  choice
a k in  t o t r a velin g in  t h e da r kn ess of n igh t .
Somet imes it 's difficu lt  to live a  life where one
is com m it t ed t o t h e H ier a r ch y, wh ile a t  t h e
same t ime feeling ambiva len t  r ega rding wha t
t o do n ext  in  t h e  ser vice  of t h e  P la n .
Compara t ively, the everyday decisions seem to
com e m u ch  ea sier . P er h a ps t h is  is  beca u se
these sor t s of decisions have a  grea t er  degree
of p r ed ict a bilit y t o t h em . In  a n y even t ,
decision s t h a t  r ela t e t o m odes of ser vice a r e
usua lly qu ite obscure and va r ied. The common
pa t t ern  is to see many possible roads to t r avel
and the cha llenge is t o sor t  ou t  t he one pa th
tha t  is occult ly the pa th  to pursue.
   Most  of t h e op t ion a l pa t h s  pr ovide a
cer t a in  predict abilit y to them. They r epresen t
avenues previously explored by others and a re
t h er efor e well lit . Yet  st r a n gely, a m on g t h e
possible roads to t r avel, a  rou te is sensed bu t
cannot  be seen . When  cast ing an  eye in  such  a
dir ect ion , da rkness engu lfs t he vision . It  is a
da r ken ed ga t e, a n d is  som eh ow fr igh t en in g
a n d en t icin g a t  t h e sa m e t im e. On e's  fir s t
impu lse is t o disr ega rd th is da rkened pa th  in
fa vor  of a n y of t h e a lt er n a t ive pa t h s, a ll of
wh ich  a r e  bet t er  ligh t ed  a n d  ea s ier  t o
u n der s t a n d. F or  a  wh ile, t h e disciple m a y
begin  to pursue one of these a lterna t ive rou tes,
in  t h e belief t h a t  t h is is  t h e occu lt  dir ect ion
s/h e wa s m ea n t  t o t r a vel. Yet , even  wh ile
t raveling down th is sa fer  rou te, the memory of
the da rkened pa th  not  chosen  linger s on , st ill
beckoning h im/her  to t ravel it s course.

Deep with in  u s a ll is t he knowledge t ha t
the occu lt  pa th  is a lways obscu re and h idden
from view. For  da rkness is t ru ly the ga te in to
Ligh t . Ad m it t ed ly, i t  s om et im es  s eem s
im pen et r a ble. To m ove t owa r d it  seem s t o

viola t e logic; a  syst em of t hough t  t ha t  works
well in  on e's  da y-t o-da y a ffa ir s . I t  ca n  be
fr igh ten ing in  a  va r iety of ways. Often , it  will
br ing up fears of inadequacy, or  concerns about
on e's  a bilit y t o ph ysica lly su r vive su ch  a n
uncer t a in  pa th . St ill other s may fea r  r eject ion
from loved ones for  going in  such  a  dir ect ion .
Someth ing tha t , in  t heir  eyes, seems r eckless
a n d ir r espon s ible. Yet  t h e da r k en ed ga t e
con t in u es  t o beck on . I t  is  a  m ys t er iou s
som et h in g t h a t  is  sen sed, even  t h ou gh  t h e
r a t ion a l m in d con t in u es t o discr edit  it . Th e
abilit y t o sense t h is invit a t ion  is perhaps t he
most  impor tan t  th ing to consider  here. What  is
th is sense? For  the disciple, such  an  exper ience
likely indica t es t ha t  t he ligh t  of t he Spir it ua l
T r ia d  is  b r ea k in g for t h  in t o h is /h e r
con sciou sn ess . I t  is  bu ddh i t h a t  m a kes  it
possible to sense a  h idden  passage beyond the
darkened ga te, and a tma  provides the forward
t h r u st  t owa r d it . Th is, wh ile t h e per son a lit y
lays t rembling with  fear .
  It  is oft en  asked by people unfamilia r  with
occu lt ism, why it  is tha t  the Pa th  is un lit ? The
answer , of course, r ela tes to occu lt  fitness. For
wha t  is t he occu lt  pa th , bu t  a  movement  back
t o t h e Sou r ce t h r ou gh  t h e dem on st r a t ion  of
tha t  which  has been  lea rned? As difficu lt  a s it
is for  average humanity to grasp, t rue spir itua l
developm en t  m u st  be dem on st r a t ed. I t  is  t o
evidence tha t  a  level of consciousness has not
on ly been  ach ieved, bu t  can  a lso be held; it  is
to make visible tha t  which  had previously been
viewed a s t heoret ica l and t herefore invisible.
Th is expla ins the necessity of occu lt  blindness
a t  cer t a in  poin t s on  the Pa th . The disciple has
t o be a ble t o dem on st r a t e t h a t  t h e lesson s
lea r n ed  t h u s  fa r  h a ve  been  p r op e r ly
assimila ted. Th is, withou t  the a id of ligh t  from
above.
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I t  is  im por t a n t  t h a t  disciples  gr a sp t h e
dynamics of occu lt  blindness. To understand it
is t o comprehend t he ru les of t he road, so t o
speak. F ir st , let  us rea lize tha t  occult  blindness
is brought  about  by the Soul it self. Why is th is
so? Th e a n swer  t o t h is  qu es t ion  is  bes t
u n der s t ood  by obser vin g t h e beh a vior  of
s om eon e  im m ed ia t e ly a ft e r  t h ey h a ve
exper ien ced t h eir  fir s t  glim pse of t h e egoic
ligh t  from above. Th is exper ience is ext remely
exh ila r a t in g, a n d oft en  r esu lt s  in  a  fr en zied
effor t  t o r eu n it e wit h  t h e n ewly discover ed
inner  ligh t . It  is th is impetuousness tha t  forces
the Sou l t o impose occu lt  blindness upon  the
hasten ing persona lity. The Soul seeks to in fuse
It self wit h in  t h e per son a lit y. Yet , a  per son a
t h a t  does  n ot  t a k e t h e n eeded  t im e t o
assimila t e wha t  it  has been  given  is of no use
t o t h e Sou l. In  a  sen se, we ca n  sa y t h a t  t h e
Sou l longs to est ablish  a  ver t ica l r ela t ionsh ip
with  the per sona lity. Bu t , such  is not  possible
u n t il t h e per son a lit y lea r n s  t h e lesson s of
hor izon ta l living. It  must  demonst ra te ba lance
in  it s ou t er  a ffa ir s. Th is it  does by gradua lly
understanding the na ture of hor izon ta l dua lity
and to find the means to st abilize it . Shor t  of
th is r equ ir emen t , t he Sou l is unable t o gran t
a n y fu r t h er  gift s  of Ligh t  u pon  t h e ea ger
persona lity. Ver ily, progress upon  the Ver t ica l
Axis  of Bein g ca n  on ly occu r  t h r ou gh  t h e
per fect ion  ach ieved on  the Hor izon ta l Axis of
Living. Th is is a  process governed by Law, and
is therefore unwaver ing.

Som et im es  wh a t  m a y seem  t o be a n
obs t a cle  ca n  la t er  be  in t er p r e t ed  qu it e
differ en t ly. Not h in g cou ld su ppor t  t h is  idea
m or e t h a n  in  ou r  con s ider a t ion  of occu lt
blindness. St rangely, it  is a  blindness tha t  can
be viewed a s a  blessin g of sor t s. F or  ju st  a s
physica l blindness r esu lt s in  a  heigh ten ing of
the r ema in ing senses, so t oo occu lt  blindness
forces the cu lt iva t ion  of one's in tu it ion . When
our  t r adit iona l modes of a ssessing r ea lit y a r e
t em por a r ily a r r est ed, t h e ligh t  of bu ddh i is
m or e ea sily r ecogn ized. I t  is  a  sen se t h a t  is
ext r em ely su bt le, t h ou gh  u n dou bt edly ever -
presen t . Th rough  th is imposed blindness, t he

per son a lit y is  for ced t o look  m or e deeply t o
det er m in e a  h igh er  t r u t h  a n d a  dir ect ion  t o
follow.
  For  the would-be-in it ia te, buddhi is the gift
t h a t  occu lt  blin dn ess  offer s . Th is  n ewly
discovered sense helps the disciple to see tha t
t he da rkened pa th  is t r u ly t he upwa rd Wa y.
Admit t edly, the accura te in terpreta t ion  of th is
in t u it ion a l sen se does t a kes t im e t o a cqu ir e.
Nonetheless, with  con t inued use, t he disciple
gradua lly develops t ru st  in  t h is h igher  sense.
And, in  th is process s/he begins to rea lize tha t
a  n ew m ode of seein g h a s been  cu lt iva t ed.
Even tua lly th is in tu it ive sigh t  will become the
pr imary method used for  spir itua l naviga t ion .
Such  is the cha llenge, and the reward, of occult
blindness.

In  t ru th , occu lt  blindness is noth ing more
than  a  veil, obst ruct ing ligh t . It  is sim ila r  t o
sh ield in g ligh t  fr om  en t er in g t h r ou gh  a
win dow. Do we n ot  veil t h e win dow wit h  a
cover , t h en  ca ll it  a  blin d? An d t h ou gh  we
da r ken ed t h e r oom  by wa y of t h is blin d, we
never  rea lly forget  tha t  beh ind it  there is ligh t .
Is t h is idea  not  a lso t rue of one's r ela t ionsh ip
to t he da rkened ga t e? On  pu rely men ta l and
emot iona l levels, th is obscure ga te seems qu ite
da rk . The per sona lit y looks a t  it  and is oft en
left  with  a  feeling of foreboding. Yet , even  with
t h is , ou r  in t u it ion  s t ill sen ses  t h e Ligh t
beyond. It  on ly r equ ir es tha t  one be a t t en t ive
to it s message. J ust  a s t he window blind is a
veil t o t h e ligh t , so a lso t h is  da r ken ed ga t e
veils the Light  of Divin ity from human sigh t .
  I n t u i t ion  is  t h e  m ys t e r iou s  bea con
men t ioned ea r lier  in  th is discussion . It  draws
t h e d iscip le  t owa r d  t h e  da r k en ed  pa t h ,
encou raging h im/her  t o st ep t h rough  the veil
in to t he Ligh t  h idden  on  t he other  side. The
per sona lit y t r embles a t  such  an  act  of da r ing
a n d t r u st , bu t  t h e Sou l kn ows t h a t  t h er e is
noth ing to fea r . After  passing on to th is da r ing
pa th , one can  look back and see tha t  the veil of
da rkness was t ru ly a  gift . For  da rkness forces
u s t o list en  t o t h e in t u it ion  a n d t r u st  in  it s
gu idance.
  Up to th is poin t , we have been  discussing
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th is darkened pa th  as a  road leading to grea ter
service. It  involves the choices made in  life and
whether  t hese choices fu r ther  a lign  one with
t h e H ier a r ch y a n d t h e P la n . I t  h a s  been
su gges t ed  t h a t  a s  t h e d iscip le look s  over
h is/her  opt ions, oft en  t he obscu re pa th  is t he
one tha t  leads in to grea ter  pa r t icipa t ion  in  the
work of the Hiera rchy. This is par t icu la r ly t rue
if t he disciple is a lso sensing tha t  s/he is a t  a
t u r n in g poin t  in  h is /h er  developm en t . Th e
su bject  of occu lt  b lin dn ess  ca n  a lso be
discu ssed fr om  t h e per spect ive of in it ia t ion .
Regarding th is, the Tibetan  sta tes, blindness is
a  pr elu de t o in it ia t ion  of n o m a t t er  wh a t
degr ee (RI  197). F r om  t h is  s t a t em en t  it
becom es obviou s t h a t  occu lt  blin dn ess  is  a
p r ed ict a ble  exper ien ce a s  on e n ea r s  a n
in it ia t ion . P r esu m a bly, t h is  in clu des  t h ose
many lesser  in it ia t ions exist ing between  each
of t h e m a jor  in it ia t ion s. I t  is  im por t a n t  t h a t
disciples be r eminded of th is fact . If forgot t en ,
the exper ience of t h is sigh t less condit ion  may
wr on gly be in t er pr et ed a s in dica t in g fa ilu r e.
In st ead, it  is a  clue t ha t  t he disciple may be
n ea r in g a  s ign ifica n t  poin t  of sp ir it u a l
t r a n s i t ion ,  a n d  t h a t  a n  exp a n s ion  of
consciousness is a t  hand. It  has been  sa id tha t
it  is  a lwa ys da r kest  ju st  befor e t h e da wn .
Clea r ly, t h is idea  has metaphor ic va lue when
t r yin g t o u n der s t a n d  t h e da r k en ed  ga t e.
Per iodica lly, in  the life of the occu lt ist , a  kind
of da r k n ess  does  en sh r ou d h im /h er . Th is
darkness is a  form of blindness, preven t ing the
d is cip le  fr om  s ee in g t h e  u p wa r d  Wa y.
In t er est ingly, t h is blindness set s up the fina l
ch a llen ge for  t h e disciple a s s /h e n ea r s t h e
por ta l of in it ia t ion . If successfu l, en t ry th rough
t h e por t a l is  per m it t ed, a n d a n  expa n sion  of
consciousness is the reward. In  the case of the
t h ir d in it ia t ion , it  is  t h e gift  of in t u it ion a l
sigh t . However , the use of the word gift  is here
woefu lly la ckin g. Tr a dit ion a lly su ch  a n  wor d
im plies t h a t  som et h in g h a s been  t r a n sfer r ed
from one to another . Yet  such  is not  t he ca se
here. For  wha t  appears to be a  gift  is merely a
t h in g on e h a s a lwa ys possessed. Ver ily, it  is
t he Self giving un to It self. The giver  and the

receiver  a re bu t  One.
  For  the occu lt ist , t he da rkened ga te is the
pa th  to be sea rched for  and followed. However ,
t h is cannot  be viewed in  an  absolu t e way. To
do so spells su r e da n ger  t o t h e disciple a n d,
therefore, a  st a t emen t  of cau t ion  is wor thy of
note. It  is ext remely impor tan t  tha t  one rea lize
tha t  a  perceived da rkened pa th  is not  a lways
the cor rect  pa th . In  fact , more oft en  than  not ,
t h er e a r e a t  lea st  t wo da r ken ed a ven u es of
t ravel to choose from. With  two obscure pa ths,
h ow does on e ch oose? I t  is  h er e wh er e ca r e
m u st  be followed. Th is is beca u se on e of t h e
pa t h s  lea ds  t h e d iscip le  t o t h e ga t e  of
in it ia t ion , wh ile t h e ot h er  is  a  da n ger ou s
decept ion . On e h a s beh in d it s  da r ken ed veil
t he Ligh t  of Divin ity, and the other , a  chasm
tha t  awa it s it s next  vict im. The fir st  indica tes
t h e  r igh t -h a n d  p a t h  t h a t  lea d s  t o t h e
Brotherhood of Ligh t . The other , the left -hand
pa t h  lea din g t owa r d t h e Lodge of t h e Da r k
Brothers, the darkened ga te of ill-in ten t .
  The ability to differen t ia te these two pa ths
ma y seem ea sy, bu t  t h is is fa r  fr om t rue. To
begin , bot h  pa t h s  a r e equ a lly obscu r e. In
addit ion , both  somehow seem occu lt ly invit ing.
F or t u n a t e ly,  t h es e  s im ila r i t ie s  ca n  be
differen t ia t ed by most  occu lt ist s. The grea test
da n ger  r ela t es  t o t h e a ppa r en t  dir ect ion  of
ea ch  of t h ese da r ken ed pa t h s . As is  well-
known , t he r igh t -hand pa th  is condit ioned by
the spir it  of inclusiveness, wh ile the left -hand
rou te is based on  the illu sion  of sepa ra t eness.
Th is  is  wh er e t h e gr ea t  decept ion  is  t o be
found. For  though  the ill-in tended pa th  t ravels
t o t h e left , it  does so on ly a ft er  h a vin g fir st
veer ed t o t h e r igh t . In  ot h er  wor ds, a t  it s
en t r a n ce t h e left -h a n d pa t h  gives t h e fa lse
impression  tha t  it  moves in  the direct ion  of the
Whit e Lodge. It  can  draw one in  t h rough  the
lu r e  of h ie r a r ch ica l  b le s s in g ,  fa l s e ly
pr ocla im ed. I t  will su m m on  t h e disciple t o
yield t o a  h igher  wisdom er roneously h idden
beyond it s en t r ance. It  u ses a s it s banner  the
ca u se of br ot h er ly love--a  s t a n da r d  qu it e
opposite of it s t rue in ten t . Indeed, the power  of
m isdir ect ion  is it s  wea pon  of ch oice. Sh or t ly
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a ft er  t h e disciple h a s s t epped t h r ou gh  t h is
decept ive ga te, t he pa th  begins to sh ift  t o the
left , and toward the Dark Brotherhood. Sadly,
from th is poin t  onward, t he disciple will have
gr ea t  difficu lt y in  r ecogn izin g t h a t  s /h e h a s
been  deceived. Th e left wa r d t en den cies will
a ffect  the disciple, bu t  on ly subt ly a t  fir st . Ever
so s lowly, selfish  m ot ives  will begin  t o
condit ion  h is/her  though t s and act ions. At  the
same t ime, t he disciple lea rns how to concea l
these selfish  in t en t ions by cloth ing them in  a
va r iet y of a lt r u ist ic disgu ises. A wolfwear ing
sh eepsk in  clot h in g seem s  a n  a ppr opr ia t e
descr ipt ion  here. Tragica lly, t h is concea lmen t
is  a  for m  of self-decept ion . In  sh or t , t h e
disciple's  per son a lit y h a s fooled it self, wh ile
the Soul helplessly looks on .
  Th e qu est ion  st ill r em a in s--h ow does t h e
disciple t ell t he differ ence between  these two
darkened ga tes? How can  the a spir ing pilgr im
avoid get t ing ensna red by the left -hand pa th?
To be su r e, t h e a n swer  will n ot  be fou n d by
simple observa t ion  of t heir  appea rance a lone.
Bot h  a r e dim ly lit  a n d bot h  h a ve som et h in g
compelling abou t  them. In  fact , the solu t ion  to
t h is  pr oblem  h a s ver y lit t le t o do wit h  t h e
st u dy of t h e ga t es t h em selves. In st ea d, t h e
means t o choose t he cor r ect  pa th  can  on ly be
done t h rough  an  in t erna l ana lysis of oneself.
Th e disciple h a s t o look wit h in  a n d exa m in e
the na tu re of h is/her  r eact ion  t oward each  of
t h e da r ken ed ga t es. S/h e n eeds t o t r u t h fu lly
sense wha t  a spect  of h im/herself seems drawn
to each  of the two opt ions. This is because each
of t h e da r ken ed ga t es  will h a ve a  s ligh t ly
d i ffe r e n t  im p a ct  on  on e 's  b od ie s  of
manifesta t ion .
  Th e m a gn et ic qu a lit y pr oject ed by t h e
r igh t -hand pa th  is one exper ienced th rough  the
disciple's buddh ic sense. Conver sely, t he left -
h a n d pa t h  will t en d t o m a gn et ica lly im pa ct
one's a st r a l body. Usua lly it  is  her e t ha t  t he
disciple's a t t ract ion  to the ill-in tended ga te can
be found. One ga te, therefore, is sensed by the
disciple's egoic na tu re, while the other  appea ls
t o h is /h er  per son a lit y. At  fir s t  gla n ce, t h is
dist in ct ion  m a y seem  ea sy t o det er m in e, bu t

th is is simply not  t rue. Remember  a lways tha t
a s t r a l  p e r ce p t ion  i s  r e a l ly  a  low e r
cor r espon den t  of bu ddh ic per cept ion . I t  ca n
r igh t fu lly be sa id t h a t  on e's a st r a l n a t u r e is
buddh i a ft er  being condit ioned by desir e. Th is
is  wh y r ecogn izin g t h e differ en ce bet ween
bu ddh ic a n d a st r a l im pr ession s is  oft en  so
difficu lt . At  their  core they a re essen t ia lly the
same.
  The ability to dist ingu ish  between  buddhic
a n d a st r a l exper ien ces is on e of t h e gr ea t est
ch a llen ges  fa cin g m os t  d iscip les . Th is  is
pa r t icu la r ly t rue pr ior  t o t he t h ird in it ia t ion .
The difference can  be recognized by examin ing
ea ch  r espon se u n der  t h e m icr oscope of self-
r efer en ce. I f on e is  h a vin g a  t r u ly bu ddh i
percept ion , it  will be void of self-r efer ence. A
bu ddh ic im pr ession  (via  t h e ca u sa l body) is
never  self-r efer encing. In st ead, it  will give t o
t h e m in d a n  im a ge ba sed on  decen t r a lized
in clu s iven ess . On  t h e ot h er  h a n d , a s t r a l
exper ien ces a r e self-r efer en cin g. Th is is  t h e
key to a ssessing wh ich  of t he da rkened ga t es
t ru ly leads toward the Hiera rchy. Always the
ill-in t en ded  en t r a n ce will a ppea l t o t h e
disciple's per sona lit y, and therefore it  is self-
r efer encing. Ma king t h is det ermina t ion  is by
n o m ea n s ea sy. F or , ju st  a s t h e ill-in t en ded
ga t e cr ea t es t h e illu sion  of m ovem en t  t o t h e
r igh t  pr ior  t o veer in g t o t h e left , so t oo t h e
per sona lit y can  fa lsely convince it self t ha t  it s
on ly con cer n  is for  t h e welfa r e of t h e wh ole,
and not  of it self.
  Th e im por t a n ce of sen sin g t h e differ en ce
between  the impulses of the Sou l and those of
the persona lity cannot  be understa ted. Most  of
us feel t hese two forces in t eract ing with in  us.
At  any given  moment  either  the persona lity or
t h e Sou l seem s t o h a ve t h e u pper  h a n d.
Because of t h is, it  is impor t an t  t ha t  a  deeper
underst anding of the dynamics of th is process
be discussed.
  F ir st , t o under st and per sona lit y, we must
a ccept  t h e fa ct  t h a t  it  is  fu n da m en t a lly self-
a b s or b e d  a n d  s e e k s  t o e xp r e s s  i t s
in d ep en d en ce . Mom en t s  of in d ep en d en t
persona lity expression  exist , even  for  the sou l-
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in fu s ed  d is cip le .  Qu i t e  h on es t ly ,  t h is
phenomenon does not  disappear  un t il the stage
of t he Arha t  ha s been  r eached. P r ior  t o such
t ime, independent  persona lity asser t ion  is ever
poss ible. Bu t  wh a t  is  it  t h a t  t r igger s  t h e
per son a lit y t o a sser t  it self! Obviou sly, t h e
answers to th is quest ion  a re many and va r ied.
However , the most  likely ca ta lyst  is fea r . When
the per sona lit y exper iences fea r , it  per ceives
it s own exist ence to be in  jeopardy. As a  act  of
self-preserva t ion , it  will t hen  lift  it self in to a
posit ion  of dominance over  the Soul.
   Having t h is in  mind, let  u s examine how
t h is r ela t es t o t h e ch oice of ga t es. Wh en  t h e
disciple fir st  en cou n t er s t h ese t wo sh r ou ded
ga tes h is/her  per sona lity will likely r eact  with
fea r . Th is fea r fu l r esponse is t r iggered by the
obscu r it y of t h e ga t es  t h em selves . As  a
con sequ en ce, t h e per son a lit y will a sser t  it s
a u t h or it y by sh owin g d is r ega r d , or  even
disda in , t owa r d bot h  da r ken ed ga t es. In  it s
eyes, both  offer  lit t le predictability as to where
t h ey will lea d . An d , in  m os t  ca ses , t h e
per son a lit y is  qu it e  u n com for t a ble  wit h
u n pr ed ict a bilit y, pa r t icu la r ly wh er e  life-
changing courses of act ion  a re concerned. It  is
a  for m  of a voida n ce a n d ca n  be a  power fu l
per sona lity defense. Cer t a in ly, many disciples
will r ecognize th is persona lity t endency with in
t h em selves . I f t h e per son a lit y is  a ble t o
completely fr ee it self from Egoic con t rol, t hen
it  will favor  one of the well-lit  pa ths ava ilable
to it .
  Rem em ber , t h e ligh t ed pa t h s a r e a lwa ys
sa fer  a n d m or e pr edict a ble. Th ey r epr esen t
direct ions in  life tha t  a re sanct ioned by society.
Th is, in  it self, is a t t r act ive to the per sona lity,
for  it s na tu re is t o seek socia l acceptance and
admira t ion . More often , however , the disciple's
persona lity ga ins on ly par t ia l freedom from the
wishes of t he Sou l. The gr ip of t he Sou l upon
t h e per son a lit y h a s  been  loosen ed bu t  n ot
severed. In  th is case, the persona lity has some
d ecis ion -m a k in g p ower . I r on ica l ly, t h is
situa t ion  can  be more hazardous to the disciple
than  the scena r io ju st  descr ibed. Because the
Sou l's in fluence is st ill somewha t  presen t , t he

disciple is  m or e in clin ed t o m ove t owa r d a
da r ken ed ga t e. F or  t h e Sou l con vin ces t h e
persona lity tha t  the darkened pa th  leads to the
Ligh t . U n for t u n a t ely, t h e da r k en ed  ga t e
ch osen  is  oft en  t h e ill-in t en ded on e. Th e
per sona lit y sees t h is pa th  a s spir it ua lly t rue,
a n d  is  qu it e u n a wa r e of t h e su bt le self-
referencing tha t  led to it s decision .
  It  is wor th  not ing tha t  the left -hand pa th  is
n ot  som et h in g t h a t  on e en cou n t er s ju st  on ce
upon the upward Way. It  is a lways presen t  and
ever  lu r k in g n ea r by. Th e d iscip le wou ld
therefore be wise to a lways r emain  vigilan t  to
it s presence. For  it  is when  we loose sigh t  of it
tha t  we become vict im to it . Indeed, th is idea  is
most  t rue the nearer  one approaches the por ta l
of in it ia t ion . I t  is  h er e t h a t  t h e ill-in t en ded
pa th  wears it s most  convincing camouflage.
  Th er e  is  m u ch  t h a t  h a s  been  s a id
r ega r din g t h e da n ger s  of occu lt  blin dn ess .
Pa ths of decept ion  a re most  cer ta in ly there and
one needs to be a ler t  t o their  presence. Yet , it
is  a lso t r u e t h a t  t h ese pit fa lls  sh ou ld n ot
para lyze us from the ca ll of Spir it .

The work must  go on , and we must  a lways
da re to forge ahead. There is much  work tha t
n eed s  t o be  d on e . P er h a p s  ca u t ion a r y
expediency is t he best  formula  for  the pilgr im
st r iving toward the Ligh t . In  some sense, such
a  ph r a se seem s con t r a dict or y, for  ca u t ion  is
t h ou gh t  t o r et a r d expedien t  a ct ion . As wit h
most  occu lt  insigh t s, the r esolu t ion  of pa radox
holds the key to one's t r ansforma t ion . To live
t h e life of t h e esot er icis t  r equ ir es  t h a t  on e
r ea lize t h e va lu e of occu lt  blin dn ess. Su ch  a
limita t ion  need not  be viewed with  disda in , bu t
ra ther , with  a  gestu re of open  a rms. For  when
pr esen t , spir it u a l t r a n sfor m a t ion  is a t  h a n d.
Buddh ic r ea liza t ion  is, for  many disciples, t he
th ing to be sough t . And, it  is for  t h is t ha t  t he
darkened ga te bids welcome. It  is to t rust  tha t
t h e in n er  s igh t  is  wor t h y of ou r  r elia n ce.
Ver ily, th is is thy cha llenge and thy reward.
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