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Th e  Se ve n  Libe ral Arts
Of Mason ry

By Kevin  T ownley

Th e west  is  r ich  in  it s  m yt h , pa n t h eon s a n d
spir it u a l t r a dit ion s , wh ich  in cor por a t e t h e
study of the r ela t ionsh ip of man  to h is self, t o
h is environment , and to the cosmos. Our  elder
br ot h er s a n d sist er s h a ve cr ea t ed pa r t icu la r
d iscip lin es  t o a s s is t  u s  in  ou r  per son a l
d e v e l op m e n t .  B e y on d  t h e  p e r s on a l
developmen t  t here is work t ha t  can  be t aken
on  to a ssist  us in  our  group work. Perhaps the
most  sign ifican t  tool tha t  has been  given  to us
is tha t  of Masonry.
  Alt h ou gh  Ma son r y a s a n  in st it u t ion  h a s
st rayed from it s pr ist ine in ten t ion , it  st ill holds
the secret  of the myster ies and is in  the process
of resur rect ing it self to it s in it ia l lofty posit ion
of custodian  of t he law and sea t  of in it ia t ion .
Th e m odel of Ma son r y dea ls  wit h  bot h  t h e
per son a l t r a in in g a n d t r a n sfor m a t ion  of t h e
individua l Mason  as well as the development  of
the group consciousness.
  As we kn ow fr om  t h e st u dy of t h e seven
r a ys , t h er e  a r e  t h r ee p r im a r y a n d  fou r
secon da r y r a ys . In  Ma gic, Alch em y, a n d
Ast r ology, we expr ess  Ra ys  1, 2, a n d  3,
r espect ively. As we m ove fr om  t h ese t h r ee
pr imary rays to the fu ll expression  of the seven
r a ys , we expa n d ou r  s t u dies  fr om  Ma gic,
Alchemy, and Ast rology t o t he Seven  Libera l
Ar t s. These tools give us a  model in  which  we
can  develop ourselves spir itua lly, menta lly and
physica lly.
  Th e seven  a r t s  a r e: Gr a m m a r , Rh et or ic,
Logic, Ar it h m et ic, Geom et r y, Mu s ic, a n d
Ast ronomy. Any and a ll of these Seven  Libera l
Ar t s  ca n  be seen  a s  a  m ea n s  of spir it u a l
developmen t . These seven  Libera l Ar t s a r e a t
the core of the t ra in ing of Masonry.
  Hercu les, as t radit ion  tells us, was a  grea t
warr ior  with  t remendous st rength . He was a lso
ver sed in  the seven  libera l a r t s. The following

is a  small explana t ion  of these Ar ts.

Gram m ar
From a  linguist ic poin t  of view, grammar  is

t h e a bilit y t o for m  sen t en ces in  a  pa r t icu la r
way which  a re very specific in  their  mean ing.
Gr a m m a r  a lwa ys  follows t h e r u les  of t h e
language being spoken . F rom the Occu lt  poin t
of view it  is  m or e specifica lly r ela t ed t o t h e
exa ct it u de in  t h e execu t ion  of t h e Wor d
Cr ea t ive, wh ich  is  n ow ca lled  t h e LOST
WORD. This is more specifica lly rela ted to the
fir st  ch a pt er  a n d ver se of St . J oh n  wh en  h e
says, "In  the beginn ing is t he word." The t rue
in it ia t e becomes delibera te in  speech  and does
n ot  a llow a n y for eign  a ggr ega t es  in t o t h e
crea t ive word so tha t  the in it ia l act  of in ten t ion
is ca r r ied ou t  t h rough  exact  speech  and exact
act ion . Th is is summed up in , Righ t  Though t ,
Right  Speech , and Right  Act ion .

Rh e toric
In  t oda y's  polit ica l clim a t e we h ea r  t h e

word "rhetor ic" u sed fr ivolously t o t he degree
t h a t  it  h a s t a ken  on  n ega t ive con n ot a t ion s.
Both  Republicans and Democra t s accuse each
other  of using noisy rhetor ic tha t  distor t s and
clouds the rea l issues. Th is is of course a lways
a  possibility, and has perhaps become the ru le
ra ther  tha t  the except ion .
  Rhetor ic does have differ en t  applica t ions.
The nega t ive applica t ion  of t h is second of t he
liber a l a r t s  is  t h a t  of con fu sion . I f we ca n
dist a n ce ou r selves fr om  t h is  a bu se, we ca n
reacqua in t  ou r selves with  t he sublime use of
th is most  wonder fu l science. Rhetor ic has the
capacity to express the Good, the True and the
Beaut ifu l. The speaking or  wr it ing of prose, the
use of figures of speech  to illust ra te a  poin t , or
t h e m a k in g of eloqu en t  speech es  t h a t  a r e
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capable of inspir ing and moving the people of a
na t ion  a re posit ive applica t ions of t he science
of rhetor ic. Th is is t he cr ea t ive u se of speech
wh ich  is  t h e  poet ic a n d  liber a l u se  of
Grammar .
  There is yet  another  applica t ion  to rhetor ic
which  is perhaps one of it s most  vit a l u ses in
t er m s of t h e u se of speech  in  t h e west er n
mystery t r adit ion . Th is has to do with  the a r t
of deba te.

Ou r  u n der s t a n din g of deba t e a s  it  is
pr a ct iced  t oda y is  t h e a r t  of p r ovin g a n
individua l t o be incor rect , t o embar ra ss t hem
and to convince them of the er ror  of their  ways.
The sublime applica t ion  of deba te is to express
what  it  is tha t  we know, discover  the essence of
t ru th , and expose t he fa lla cies, glamour , and
misconcept ions tha t  we, or  ou r  opponen t  may
have. The in tended resu lt  is the understanding
of t he poin t  of view of ou r  opponen t  a nd t he
a lign in g of eit h er  or  bot h  of u s t o a  gr ea t er
t r u t h . As we em ploy t h e power  of Rh et or ic
t h r ou gh  t h e veh icle of deba t e, we m u st  be
ready to let  go of a t t achmen t s t o a  pa r t icu la r
poin t  of view a n d  be willin g t o e it h er
demonst ra te or  r eceive the impact  of a  grea ter
t ru th .

Logic
  Ou r  fir st  im pr ession  of logic in  t oda y's
wor ld is perhaps an  image of Mr . Spock telling
Dr . McCoy, "Tha t 's h igh ly illogica l, Doctor ." We
can  see the perplexed look on  Mr . Spock's face
due to some ir ra t iona l and emot iona l act ion  or
sta tement  given  by Dr . McCoy. We can  a lso see
Dr . McCoy beginning to seethe with  frust ra t ion
a t  th is Vulcan  system of Logic. Logic has both
a  nega t ive and posit ive side. The ma in  flow of
logic is tha t  of following a  t ra in  of thought  tha t
follows in fer en ces t h a t  lea d t o a  pa r t icu la r
conclusion . According to Webster , "Logic is the
scien ce  t h a t  in ves t iga t es  t h e  p r in cip les
gover n in g cor r ect  or  r elia ble in fer en ces." We
can  begin  to see how each  of the seven  libera l
a r t s begin  to weave together  in to one science.
When  we add Logic to Rhetor ic and Grammar ,
t he individua l t ools become more power fu l in
bot h  exp r es s ion  a n d  in ves t iga t ion . Th e

difficu lt y t h a t  logic ca n  br in g t o bea r  is  t h e
possibilit y of following an  incor rect  in ference.
If t h e in fer en ce is  in cor r ect , t h en  t h e en t ir e
t r a in  of logic is doomed to be dera iled. As an
in fer en ce is  p r oven  t o be t r u e, t h en  t h e
followin g of t h a t  in fer en ce becom es a  solid
founda t ion  to base logica l conclusions upon .
  To becom e a  m a st er  of t h e a r t  of logic
r equ ir es a  t r em en dou s power  of obser va t ion
and the applica t ion  of reason .

Arith m e tic
  Th e fou r t h  of t h e seven  liber a l a r t s is  in
some ways the most  simple. What  it  t eaches to
the observan t  st uden t  is t he opera t ion  of t he
en t ir e cr ea t ive process of t he cosmos. Not  t oo
shabby!
  In  a n  a n cien t  Ra bbin ica l t ext  ca lled t h e
Sepher  Yetzirah , there is an  explana t ion  of the
crea t ion  of the un iverse by a  being named .
It  is wr it t en  in  ver se 1:1, t ha t   crea ted the
u n iver se u sin g n u m ber s, let t er s, a n d wor ds.
N u m ber  is  t h e  fir s t  m a t er ia l  u s ed  in
manifesta t ion .
  Th ink for  a  momen t  abou t  wha t  has been
developed over  t he pa st  cen tu r ies concern ing
m a t h em a t ics . Ar it h m et ic in  t h e  m oder n
u n der st a n din g is  t h e lesser  or  m or e sim ple
com pa r t m en t  of m a t h em a t ics . I t  is  in  fa ct
a r i t h m e t ic t h a t  i s  t h e  fou n d a t ion  of
m a t h em a t ics. All t h e com plex com pu t a t ion s
a n d der iva t ion s t h a t  h a ve evolved in  m a t h
have a r ithmet ic as their  fundamenta l essence.
  To study a r ithmet ic is to study the under lying
qua lit ies of crea t ive forces and how they come
t oget h er  for  t h e sa ke of cr ea t in g com plex
for m s. Ar it h m et ic is  a  power fu l t ool in  t h e
development  of logic.
  Th e followin g is  a n  exa m ple of h ow
numbers a re in t imately in ter rela ted.

Ge om e try
  Webster  defines geomet ry a s, "The branch
of ma themat ics tha t  dea ls with  the deduct ions
of proper t ies, measu remen t  and r ela t ionsh ips
of poin t s, lin es, a n gles, a n d figu r es in  spa ce
fr om  t h eir  defin in g con dit ion s by m ea n s of
ce r t a in  a s s u m ed  p r op e r t ie s  of s p a ce ."
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Geom et r y is  m u ch  m or e t h a n  a  br a n ch  of
ma themat ics. Th is branch  of the seven  libera l
a r t s defines the qua lit ies and funct ions of the
var ious kingdoms of na ture. The crysta lliza t ion
of ga len a  in  cu bic for m  a s  opposed t o t h e
pa t t erns in  a  plan t  cell t ha t  photosyn thesizes
l igh t  d e r ive  t h e ir  d iffe r en ces  t h r ou gh
geometry.

I t  is  in t er es t in g t o n ot e t h a t  cer t a in
rela t ionsh ips and condit ions in  geomet ry tha t
cr ea t e m ea su r a ble a n d defin a ble for m s a r e
themselves unknowable and a t  best  can  on ly
be a ppr oxim a t ed. Th ey a r e ca lled ir r a t ion a l.
F r om  t h es e  u n k n owa ble  a n d  ir r a t ion a l
qua lit ies t he wor ld of name and form emerge
in  t he va r ious pla ton ic solids. An  example of
such  ir ra t iona l qua lit ies is the square root  of2,
wh ich  is  by est im a t ion , 1.414213562... Th e
pa t tern  does not  repea t  it self and appears to be
random yet  it  is th rough  th is ir ra t iona l qua lity
t h a t  t h e squ a r e or  r igh t  a n gels a r e cr ea t ed.
When  the two diagona ls of a  square a re equa l,
t h en  t h e a n gles  a t  t h e cor n er s  equ a l 90
degr ees. H ow is it  t h a t  su ch  a n  u n kn owa ble
qua lity can  crea te a  knowable form.
  We fin d  a  s im ila r  s it u a t ion  wit h  t h e
n u m ber  π, wh ich  is u sed in  det er m in in g t h e
cir cumference or  a rea  of a  cir cle. The fr act ion
of  π is  22/7. Ar t icu la t ed a s a  decim a l, it  is
3.142857143... Th e n u m ber s go on  in fin it ely
wit h ou t  r epea t in g a  pa r t icu la r  pa t t er n . Yet
t h is  ir r a t ion a l n u m ber  is  t h e u n kn owa ble
qua lity tha t  defines the circle tha t  is knowable.

On ce a ga in  t h e sa m e ph en om en on  a r ises
with  the number . It  is approxima ted with  the
decima l 1.618. In  a  r a t io it  is expla ined in  the
golden  mean  3:5:8. Th is ir r a t iona l number  is
t h e in t elligen ce beh in d t h e for m a t ion  of a
spir a l nebu la , t he propor t ions of t he nau t ilu s
sh ell, or  t h e dis t a n ce fr om  t h e cen t er  of a
hur r icane to it s spira ling a rms on  the exter ior .

Mu sic
To t h e t er r est r ia l m a n  m u sic is  per h a ps

the most  sublime of t he fir st  six of t he seven
liber a l a r t s . Mu sic en com pa sses  a ll of t h e
previous five. There a re the ABCs of music or
perhaps bet t er  st a t ed t he DO RE MEs wh ich

would be a ssocia t ed with  Grammar . Once one
h a s a n  u n der st a n din g of t h e ba sic t ools  of
music, t he rhetor ica l qua lit ies can  come for th
where grea t  beau ty of sound can  be displayed.
Th er e is  a  s t r ea m  of logic t h a t  a llows t h e
bu ild in g of t h em es  a n d  idea s  wit h  t h e
composit ion  of music. The rela t ionsh ip between
va r iou s  n ot es  in  h a r m on y a n d  in t er va ls
par t icipa te in  both  a r ithmet ic -and geometr ica l
propor t ions. Music is t ru ly the syn thesis of the
previous five libera l a r t s.

Astron om y
Th is  is  t h e scien ce t h a t  dea ls  m or e

specifica lly wit h  t h e ext r a -t er r es t r ia l. Th e
science of Ast ronomy br ings man  in to a  bigger
pictu r e. Webst er  defines t h is science a s, "t he
science tha t  dea ls with  t he ma ter ia l un iver se
beyon d t h e ea r t h 's  a t m osph er e." Beyon d t h e
ea r th 's a tmosphere? Th is t akes humanity to a
pla ce wh er e h e is  con sider in g en vir on m en t s
beyond h is own.
  In  the Trans-Hima layan  t each ings we a re
t augh t  tha t  t hese heaven ly bodies a re cen ter s
of consciousness tha t  extend their  in fluence to
each  and every one of the individua ls upon  th is
planet .
  P la to speaks of t he music of t he spheres.
These a re the vibra tory soundings of the grea t
ast ronomica l bodies of which  tens of thousands
ca n  be exper ien ced by t h e h u m a n  sen se of
sigh t .
  As we t ake a  closer  look a t  a st ronomy, we
ca n  see t ha t  it  t r u ly is a  syn thesis of a ll t he
other  six libera l a r t s. To the ter rest r ia l human,
t h is st a t emen t  ma y be looked a t  a s a  da r ing
fa lsehood. He may consider  me not  very sober
to make such  a  sta tement .

A Syn th e s is  o f th e  Se ve n  Libe ral Arts
We n eed  on ly t o look  a t  wh a t  t h e

Cha ldeans held concern ing the let t er s of their
a lph a bet  a n d  t h e  h ea ven ly bod ies . Th e
Ch a ldea n s  of P er s ia  h eld  on e of t h e m ost
expansive cosmologies, which  was able to t ake
in  a ll of t h e r ela t ion sh ips  of Gr a m m a r ,
Rhetor ic, Logic, Ar ithmet ic, Geomet ry, Music,
and Ast ronomy. This a lphabet  is a  veh icle tha t
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expla ins the workings of the cosmos.
  The Cha ldean  a lphabet , one of t he most
com plex of sym bol sys t em s , offer s  u s  a n
applica t ion  of the seven  libera l a r t s in  the most
profound of ways. The en t ire western  t radit ion
can  be accessed th rough  th is let ter  system. The
let t er s t h em selves give u s t h e wr it t en  wor d
a n d t h e a ct u a l gr a m m a r  t h a t  is  u sed  in
m u n d a n e  s p eech . Th is  s p eech  ca n  be
elabora t ed in to an  a r t  t h rough  the science of
r h et or ic. As on e st u dies t h e let t er s  a n d t h e
syst em  in  wh ich  t h ey wor k , on e will fin d a n
unfa iling logic t ha t  will lead the studen t  in to
an  excit ing journey in  the discovery of the self.
 E a ch  of t h e Ch a ldea n  let t er s  h olds  a
numer ica l va lue tha t  gives the en t ir e basis for
a r ithmet ic. Differen t ia l equa t ions and a lgebra
a r e n ot  t h e focu s of t h is  syst em  bu t  sim ple
n u m ber  r ela t ion sh ips a n d fu n ct ion s. E a ch  of
t h ese let t er s  h a s a  pa r t icu la r  m u sica l n ot e.
Th is gives u s t h e en t ir e P yt h a gor ea n  m u sic
sca le of 12 n ot es . Beyon d t h is  ea ch  of t h e
let t er s represen t  either  a  sign  or  a  planet . Th is
br in gs  in  t h e seven t h  of t h e liber a l a r t s ,
Ast ronomy.
  If we t ake a  close look a t  the seven  libera l
a r t s , we ca n  begin  t o see t h a t  ea ch  of t h em
dea ls  wit h  r ela t ion sh ips . Rela t ion sh ips  t o
words a s seen  in  Grammar , and Rhetor ic; t he
conclusions drawn, due to cer ta in  rela t ionsh ips
t h r ou gh  t h e power  of r ea son  a n d logic; t h e
r ela t ion sh ips of n u m ber s in  a r it h m et ic; t h e
r ela t ion sh ips of solids in  t im e a n d spa ce a s
studied in  geomet ry; the rela t ionsh ips of sound
and vibra t ion  in  music; and the r ela t ionsh ips
of the sta r s and planets as they course th rough
the heavens.
  Th er e a r e seven  liber a l a r t s . Th ey ea ch ,
h owever , r epr esen t  1/7 of a  cir cle . Th is
presen t s a  very pecu lia r  situa t ion  r ega rding a
ba la n ce of a dept sh ip in  ea ch  of t h ese a r t s .
Being ma st er  of ju st  one pa r t  of t he cir cle is
in su fficien t  t o become a  ma st er  of wisdom of
the en t ire circle.
  Using the science of Geomet ry we find tha t
the number  7 is the on ly whole number  from 1
t h r ou gh  10 t h a t  will n ot  go in t o 360 even ly.
Not  on ly will it  not  go in  even ly it  is actua lly

a n  ir r a t ion a l n u m ber  of 51.42857143... Th is
offers us a  grea t  mystery since the number  7 is
u sed fr equen t ly t o descr ibe cer t a in  pr inciples
or  fact s in  our  t radit ion .
  There a re the 7 chakras, t he seven  sacred
pla n et s kn own  t o t h e a n cien t s, t h e 7 r a ys of
in it ia t ion , a n d t h e 7 m et a ls of a lch em y. Th e
list  does not  end here.
  Th e a ct u a l ba la n cin g of t h e n u m ber  7 is
accomplished th rough  in tu it ion  and the st a t e
of Gr a ce. Th er e is  n o logica l wa y on e ca n
descr ibe the process of inscr ibing the 7 with in
a  cir cle yet  t h e for m  it self, t h e h ept a gon ~
exist s.
  As we t ie a ll of th is together , we see a
t r a dit ion  in  wh ich  cer t a in  u n iver sa l t r u t h s
ma y be commun ica t ed t o t he st uden t  of t ha t
t radit ion .

A Call to  Action
Since t he a nnouncemen t  by t he H ier a r chy of
t h e r ea ppea r a n ce of t h e Ch r ist , t h e n eed for
disciples to answer  the ca ll to service has been
sounded. If we fancy ourselves as disciples, and
most  of the readers of these pages either  a re or
a r e very close, t hen  it  is t ime t o t ake up t he
work of service which  we a ll applaud bu t  t end
to 1eave for  the other  guy. The fu ll implica t ion
of our  spir itua l t r adit ion  is not  rest ing in  grea t
libr a r ies nor  in  t he caves in  India . It  r esides
with in  ou r  bodies, minds, and sou ls, and they
are being ca lled to act ion . It  is indeed joyfu l to
muse abou t  grea t  mast er s and group work or
spea k  blissfu lly of deva s a n d a n gelic bein gs
presen t  in  our  midst . The t ime for  musing and
ta lking is over . The t ime for  act ion  is a t  hand.
We must  come together  in  though t , word, and
deed and not  in  pla t itude a lone.
  The window of oppor tun ity is open  t o u s.
Unless we move in to act ion  we will be left  with
a  m issed oppor t u n it y a n d m u st  wa it  for  yet
another  cycle to t ake on  the group work tha t  is
so gr ea t ly needed. Th is service, t h is group is
t h e t r u e wor k  a n d essen ce of ou r  west er n
spir itua l t r adit ion , in  which  Masonry plays an
impor tan t  par t .
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