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SEARCHlNG FOR THE STAR IN THE
EAST DURlNG THE WAR OF THE

CALENDARS
By Peter Kubaska

P re face
To some exten t , t h is invest iga t ion  is mean t  to
illu m in a t e pa r t  of t h e m a t er ia l pr esen t ed in
The J ourna l of Esoter ic Psychology Vol.4 No.2
concern ing Sir ius and Sir ian  System of 7 Suns
which  const itu te the Or igin  of the 7 Rays, their
P rototypes being found in  the 7 Sta r s of Ursa
Ma jor , t h e 7 h ea d cen t er s of t h e On e Abou t
Whom Naugh t  May Be Sa id. Michael Robbins
has suggested to me tha t  there may be severa l
LIVES designa ted by the name, the One About
Wh om  N a u gh t  Ma y Be Sa id  (s ign ifyin g
in effa bilit y r a t h er  t h a n  occu lt a t ion ). On  t h e
level of ext er n a l syst em , or  F oh a t , per h a ps
Sir iu s , t h e S ir ia n  Sys t em , a n d  t h e ON E
ABOVE THE LOGOS Who man ifest s t h rough
the Th ree Ma jor  Const ella t ions (Ur sa  Ma jor ,
P leiades, Sir ius) a re 3.

However , it  is my in t en t  t o be a s concret e
as I can  in  th is essay and so a  number  of poin ts
bea r  r em in din g. Tem ple a lign m en t s t o st a r s
su ch  a s  Sir iu s  do n ot  n ecessa r ily in dica t e
in t im a t e  k n owled ge , com m u n ica t ion , or
coopera t ion  with  Sir ian  life and it s expression ,
per h a ps ju st  a  con ven ien t , a lbeit  ela bor a t e,
coin ciden ce wit h  t h e Nile floods a n d Gr eek
s a i l in g s ea s on s .  "Ch a n n e l in g," p r a ye r ,
collect ive wor sh ip  or  m edit a t ion  in  t h ese
t em ples  so a lign ed, u n dou bt edly r ein for ces
cu l t u r a l  m yt h s ,  s ocie t a l  con d i t ion in g ,
pu r posefu l a n d pu r poseless va r iet ies of "fr ee
a ssocia t ion ," a n d t h e r esu lt in g pa t ch wor k  of
t h ou gh t  for m , r a t h er  t h a n  t h ou gh t  im pu lse,
psychologica l a spira t ion , and living act ion , the
former  serving simply to just ify and prolifera te
der iva t ives of the ordina ry condit ioned human
socia l beh a vior s n ot ed a bove. H owever , t h is
obser va t ion  in t en ds  on ly t o poin t  ou t  t h e
predominant  effect  on  undeveloped human

m in ds a n d h ea r t s, a n d t h e la ck  of developed
"m ech a n ism s of r espon se" - n ot  t o den y or
nega te the possibility of direct  spir itua l con tact
or  exper ience. Cer t a in ly not  to deny the inner
r itua ls or  disciplined observances of in telligen t
spir it ua l life a nd a ct ion  - t he sa cr ifice of t he
S p ir i t  in  s er vice , r a t h er  t h a n  a n im a ls
(including t he huma n  va r iety) in  services, or
circuses, for  tha t  mat ter . What  Sir ius sign ified
in  t h e m yst er ies gu a r ded beh in d t h e a n cien t
ca len da r  sys t em s a t  t h e cor e of a ll ea r ly
religions is obscured even  more by the na tu re
of space and t ime.

It  is t rue, though , tha t  the most  impor tan t
wor ld and human  h istory, tha t  of the sou l and
spir it , wa s  seldom  wr it t en  down  or  given
credence by t enured n iche filling au thor it a t ive
cen sor s  fou n d con t in u ou sly a ct ive in  m ost
h u m a n  in st it u t ion s a n d societ ies t h r ou gh ou t
the ages. Never theless, the symbols of sublime
r ea lit ies  a r e ver y fr equ en t ly fou n d in  t h e
in sign ia  a n d escu t ch eon s of t h e divis ion  of
h u m a n it y  wh ich  m igh t  be  t e r m ed  in
descending order  of consciousness a s demi-god
(a su r a ), lower  wa r r ior  ca st e (ksh a t r iya ), or
even  "preda tor  elit e" (cor rupt  bu reaucracies?)
not  t o deny t hese symbols ' u se by t hose who
migh t  be cha ract er ized incremen ta lly a s ego-
in ves t ed ,  r a t ion a l ,  i l lu m in ed , or  fu l ly
en ligh t en ed elit es . E ven  wit h  t h e E a st er n
psych o-spir it u a l wisdom  en ligh t en m en t  a n d
t h e  Wes t e r n  s ocio-p oli t ica l  in t e l lect u a l
en ligh t en m en t , H u m a n it y h a s been  a ble t o
ach ieve on ly some of the poten t ia l and purpose
of t h e pa st  P iscea n  Age. Th e em ph a sis u pon
Service on  the planet  ra ther  than  st r ict ly upon
s e lf-in t e r es t  (a s  p a r t ia l ly a n d  p er h a p s
a m bigu ou sly r eflect ed in  t h e in cr ea se of t h e
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human  service/commodity r a t io economica lly),
t he empha sis on  huma n  a nd civil r igh t s, t he
progressively inclusive na tu re of the evolu t ion
in  civic, socia l and financia l in st it u t ions sped
on  by t h e Vir goa n  in du st r ia l, t ech n ologica l,
compu ter  and t elecommunica t ion  r evolu t ions,
have a ll been  pa r t  of t he glory of t he P iscean
Age. However , a s with  t he poor , t he preda tor
elit e will a lways be with  us, un t il the evolu t ion
of r eflect ive, r ea son in g con sciou sn ess keeps
p a ce  wit h  ga in s  in  ext er n a l s t r u ct u r a l
r estora t ion  and forma l civility in  the "human"
kingdom th rough  knowledge; un t il, u sing t he
e volu t ion a r y  s ocia l  a n d  p s ych ologica l
ach ievements of the past  Age for  waging peace,
r est or in g pla n et a r y ecologica l h ea lt h , a lon g
wit h  a  con sciou s  u t iliza t ion  of ou r  socio-
polit ica l conflict s to en liven  a  more in t elligen t
wor ld-wide coopera t ion , Humanity will be seen
to t ake it s next  most  eviden t  st eps. Th is topic
obviously demands more thorough t rea tment .

Secon dly, I  h ope t h is  essa y cla r ifies t h e
a r t icle in  The J ou rna l of Esot er ic Psychology
Vo1.5 N o.2 on  t h e 3 (4) a xia l coor din a t e
syst ems of a st ronomy / a st rology, pa r t icu la r ly
the 2 represen ted by the PISCES/VIRGO axis.
Perhaps we can  br ing t he concept  and life of
the Cosmic Chr ist  (symbolized by the P ISCES
"Gr ea t  At t r a ct or " [P isces-Cet u s su per clu st er
com plex]) a s well a s H is im m edia t e pu r pose
(E sot er ic Ast r ology, p. 18 & 9) expr essed by
VIRGO (the Virgo Cloud of ga laxies of wh ich
we a re a  member , headed toward the Cloud of
Hydra-Cen t a u r u s ) m or e  d own  t o E a r t h ,
t h r ou gh  ou r  im m edia t e en ga gem en t  wit h
h is t or y, ext er n a lly r ecor ded  or  ot h er wise
exper ienced.

1. Th e  P re ce ss ion  Age s
In t er est in gly, wh ile t h e J ewish  r eligiou s

ca lendar  st a r t s with  the 7th  month  (LIBRA or
SCORPIO), the J ewish  secu la r  or  agr icu ltu ra l
ca lenda r  st a r t s with  the fir st  new moon  a ft er
the verna l equ inox (ARIES); t he Babylon ians
(Ir a qis) set  t h eir  fir s t  n ew m oon  wit h  t h e
heliaca l r ising of t he P leiades (TAURUS); t he
At h en ia n  Gr eek s  s e t  t h e  fir s t  m on t h ,
H eca t om beion , a t  t h e n ew m oon  a r ou n d

m idsu m m er , ju s t  befor e su m m er  sols t ice
(GEMINI); and the Egypt ian  new yea r  began
dur ing t h is per iod with  t he helia ca l r ising of
Sir iu s on  J u lia n  20 J u ly (CANCE R), t h a t  is ,
when  Sir ius is fir st  visible r ising before sunr ise
(da ybrea k), a ft er  emerging from the blinding
sola r  disk . Th e Mu slim s set  t h e fir st  yea r  of
t h eir  E poch  fr om  t h e H egir a , 16 J u ly 622,
s t a r t in g t h is  cycle a t  (CANCE R) wit h  t h e
visible new moon  (23" Cancer ), bu t  their  lunar
yea r  is 354 days long and regresses every 32.5
years.

Th is sequence of ca lendars may help serve
to elucida t e t he sequence of P recession  Ages.
Wh y wa s t h e a dven t  of P isces  so cr it ica l?
Because in  the reverse mot ion  of the precession
cycle, it s beginn ing a t  O" Ar ies marked the end
of a n  en t ir e 25,000 yea r  cycle a n d bega n
another  even  grea t er  Round of 250,000 yea r s
(w h ich  im p l ie s  a  t e n -fold  d iv i s ion ).
Inciden ta lly, t hese fou r  signs - Ar ies, Taurus,
Gem in i a n d Ca n cer  - a r e t h ose t h a t  wer e
occupied by Sir ius and the P leiades dur ing the
past  4,000 years.

The previous 2200-yea r  AGE OF  ARIES
fou n d t h e followin g: Gr eeks sa cr ificin g t h e
oxen  of Helios, the scapegoa t s of Dionysus and
sheep to Zeus, whose t emples were a ligned to
α1  Ar iet is; t he popu la r it y of t he Heroic Cu lt s,
in clu d in g t h e 7-fold  p la n et a r y La dder  of
Perseus, Hercu les with  h is 12-fold sola r  labors,
a n d  t h e loca l At h en ia n  h er o Th eseu s  of
d em ocr a cy; t h e  J ewis h  d is p en s a t ion  of
scapegoa t  pur ifica t ion  th rough  an imal sacr ifice
a n d  fu lfillm en t  of God 's  La w t h r ou gh  a
prolifer a t ion  of' human  laws by means of t he
opposite sign  Libra ; the mnemonic Yoga  Sut ras
of Pa t an ja li for  disciplin ing the permuta t ions
of t he men ta l pr inciple and leading t o Un ion
wit h  God; t h e Tu r n in g of Th r ee Wh eels  of
E n ligh t en m en t  for  s t u d en t s  of va r yin g
pr edisposit ion s by Bu ddh a ; t h e Non -du a lis t
At m a  doct r in e of Sh a n k a r a  em ph a s izin g
"h igher  manasic" gnosis; and Pythagoras' God
as Geomet r ician  of Universa l Law coming near
it s end.

The AGE OF TAURUS  found the worsh ip
of the golden  ca lf and Moloch  Isis/Sir ius in  the
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cow form of Ha thor ; the Vedic hymns to Hindu
God-in  At t r ibu t e for m s a n d t h e cowh er ds of
su n r ise; t h e a dven t  a n d dea t h  of Kr ish n a ,
su r r ou n ded  by h is  cow h er d in g m a iden s ,
pr esen t in g h is  t ea ch in gs  of seven t een -plu s
yoga s  du r in g t h e  Ba t t le  of Kurukshet ra
r ecor ded by Vya sa  in  t h e Mahabha ra t a ; t he
Mit h r a ic m yst er ies  in  t h e Middle E a st  a n d
Asia  Minor .
-----------
1 Symbol legend: α = Alpha , β = Beta ,
δ = Delta , γ = Gamma

Th e AGE OF  GEMIN I wa s em in en t ly
depict ed in  the two pilla r s of Masonry, whose
la t t er  cousins were found in  Solomon 's Temple
a s  J a ch in  a n d Boa z; per h a ps  t h e ea r lies t
H er m et ic t r a dit ion s st a r t  du r in g t h is per iod;
Th ot h /H er m es h a d a  power fu l in flu en ce on
ear ly dynast ic per iods, and is ment ioned in  the
ea r liest  E gypt ia n  cr ea t ion  h ym n s a s t h e 3r d
Aspect  of Atum, the tongue, or  speech , coming
after  the 2nd Aspect  of the hear t .
 Th e  AGE OF CANCER  may be depict ed
in  the ea r liest  Egypt ian  crea t ion  papyr i where
it  is the Scarab (Cancer ) which  is ca r r ied in  the
Boa t  of t he Sun  (oft en  used to denote cu r ren t
Ages in  the precession  cycle), held up from the
wa tery abyss by the god Nu , and holding the
sola r  disk  u p t o t h e celest ia l goddess Nu t .
Mother  Heaven , Fa ther  Ea r th  a r ising from a
wa t er y a byss  - t h e Gr ea t  F lood of Noa h ?
Wit h in  t h e con st r a in t s  of m oder n  h ist or ica l
"eviden ce," t h is  m igh t  be con st r u ed a s  a n
elega n t  expla n a t ion  of H er odot u s ' com m en t
tha t  the Egypt ians had ast ronomica l records in
their  underground libra r ies tha t  r ecorded 3 1/2
pr ecession  cycles. In st ea d of fu ll pr ecession
cycles t h a t  wou ld im ply 85-90,000 t h ou sa n d
years, perhaps sub-cycles from Cancer  to Ar ies
(c. 8,000 yea r s) wer e in t en ded. H owever , h e
st a t ed explicit ly t h a t  t h e E gypt ia n  pr ies t s
obser ved  t h e sa m e St a r  r is in g h elia ca lly
(h er a ldin g t h e Su n ), set t in g a t  da wn  on  t h e
opposite hor izon  for  3 cycles consecu t ively. The
mystery remains.

P r ior  Ages a r e presen ted in  r ever se order
by the ca lendars above ment ioned - perhaps in

order  of an t iqu ity of their  cu ltu res. There is a
t en den cy t o ca r r y "n ew win e in  old sk in s"
du r in g ea ch  gen er a t ion , wit n ess t h e st r a n ge
h ist or ica l per va siven ess of cow/bu ll wor sh ip.
The Ar ies Age Greeks seem to have been  the
only people to have clear ly observed the change
in  Age from TAURUS, based on  a lignmen t  of
their  Temples t o Zeus (α Ar iet is) - t o ARIES.
But  a  r ecen t  book on  the or igins of Mith ra ism
seems to suggest  otherwise.

Let  u s r eview the passing P ISCEAN AGE
in  t h e West : Rom a n  E m pir e; H oly Rom a n
E m p ir e ; Kn igh t ly Or d er s ; t h e  r is e  of
universit ies with  Scholast icism; the r ise of city-
st a t es with  a  Rena issance of ph ilosoph ic and
religious diversity; the r ise of na t ion-sta tes ou t
of m on a r ch ism  wit h  t h e  E n ligh t en m en t
brought  on  by development  of science and new
socia l in s t it u t ion s; a n  a ge of sociopolit ica l
r evolu t ions with  t he Indust r ia l Revolu t ion ; a
League of Na t ions with  Wor ld War  I; a  United
Na t ions with  Wor ld Wa r  II; a  Cold Wa r  a nd
Det en t e  wit h  s u p er p ower  d ip lom a cy; a
Com m on  Ma r ket  a n d E u r opea n  Com m u n it y
wit h  t h e r ise of in t er n a t ion a l econ om ic a n d
s u p r a n a t ion a l  s e cu r i t y  in t e r e s t  b locs
r eorder ing polit ica l pr ior it ies; and impending
Green  Evolu t ion  in to in t elligen t  un ity a r ising
ou t  of t he r ecogn it ion  of t he va lue of a  wor ld
m a de u p of st r en gt h en in g Com m on  In t er est
Com m u n it ies  su ch  a s  U S-Ca n a da  t r a de
a greemen t s, t he Pa n  Amer ica n  Un ion , Sou th
Am er ica n  U n ion , Sca n d in a via n  a llia n ce ,
E u r opea n  Com m u n it y, Ar a b Lea gu e,  P a n
Afr ica n  Con gr es s , a  r eor der in g of E a s t
European  in terest s misrepresen ted in  the past
by Com econ ,  a  Cen t r a l As ia n  I s la m ic
Awa ken in g,  Ch in a 's  s low self-r ediscover y,
India 's  Independence  a nd  emergence  in to
the t elecommunica t ions age, the Associa t ion  of
Sou t h ea s t  As ia n  N a t ion s  (ASE AN ), n ew
coopera t ive economic in it ia t ives by J apan  with
t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  a n d  I n d o n e s i a ,
t elecom m u n ica t ion s  a n d  wor ld  r elief, t h e
awaken ing of a  "post -modern" imagina t ion  in
coopera t ive programs between  J apan  and the
US.

There is a  lot  to be hoped for  if humanity's
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n a t i on a l ,  p o l i t i ca l ,  a n d  b u s i n e s s
represen ta t ives don 't  lose their  nerve, or  decide
to go for  broke over  a  cheap subst itu te.

T h e  AQU AR IAN  AGE  h a s  b e e n
character ized as one of Exper ience ra ther  than
Author it y; t he idea  t ha t  "Hope and Fa ith  a r e
los t  in  S igh t ." Cer t a in ly we h a ve  t h e
r espon s ibilit y of om n ip r esen ce  in  wor ld
r e la t ion s . I  h es i t a t e  t o u s e  t h e  wor d
"in t er n a t ion a l" wh en  t h e con cept  of n a t ion -
st a t es is being submerged in  a  more inclusive
a n d  i n for m e d  a w a r e n e s s  of  w or l d
in t er depen den ce t h r ou gh  in for m a t ion  a n d
communica t ion  t echnology. Those who can  be
cha racter ized a s "group-conscious individua ls"
stand the grea test  chance to succeed in  a  wor ld
popu la ted by New Rena issance human  beings,
in st it u t ion s, scien ce a n d even t u a lly r eligion ,
even  though  the possibility is ever -presen t  tha t
t h er e  m a y even t u a t e  pa ss in g con vu ls ive
r ea ct ion s  a m on g m a sses  depr ived of ba s ic
h u m a n  r igh t s ph ysica lly or  obviou s ext er n a l
en em ies psych ologica lly, wh ich  va cu u m  "en
masse" may a lways be cyn ica lly man ipu la t ed
by com pu t er ized pols  ser vin g lim it ed self-
serving  ends,  ill-t hough t -ou t   coercions,  or
fu t ile  ideologic fash ions.
 Never theless, a s Ba iley poin t ed ou t  ea r ly
in  the 20th  cen tu ry, science is a s r evela tory of
God's  life a s is  r eligion , ech oin g Blava tsky's
19th  cen tu ry ba t t le cry, "There is no Religion
H igh er  t h a n  Tr u t h ." F or  t h e Agn i yogi,
Ma it r eya 's grand march  in to In fin ity st eadily
r ever ber a t es  in  t h e  h ea r t  of t h e  u n it ,
H u m a n it y, a n d s lowly bu t  in evit a bly God's
P la n  em er ges  wit h in  n ew r a n k s  of H is
en t ou r a ge, r a dia t in g wit h  joy t h r ou gh ou t  a
planet  Ear th  popula ted by admit ted "pr isoners
of t h e pla n et " occu pyin g seem in gly isola t ed
cells of consciousness and habita t ion .

SlRlUS AND THE GRAND TRlGON

BC 7/1238 29 TAURUS   0 orb
6/1178   8 GEMINI   7 orb
7/384   6 GEMINI   5 orb
5/324 13 GEMINI   1 orb  SUN MECURY

      VENUS, MARS

      IN TAURUS

8/625 26 GEMINI  14 orb

AD 6/471 12 GEMINI 11 orb
5/531 20 GEMINI   3 orb  SUN VENUS

      MARS IN
      TAURUS

8/590   3 GEMINI 10 orb
8,9,11,4/1384-5
29,0,28,25 GEMINI   5 orb

7/1444   9 CANCER   3 orb
5/1504 16 CANCER 10 orb

2. S lRlUS IN GEMlNl
(c . 1224 BC - c . 971 AD)

Gre e ce  an d Rom e
To give a n  idea  of t h e  "m yt h ology"

a ssocia t ed with  Sir iu s a nd t he Gra nd Tr igon
du r in g it s 2200 yea r  per iod in  Gem in i (1224
BC t o 971 AD), t h er e a r e 4 in st a n ces wh er e
Sir iu s wa s in  con ju n ct  wit h  Tr igon  wh ile in
GEMINI.

Th e fir s t  of t h ese in st a n ces ca m e close
a ft er  the la st  con junct ion  in  TAURUS, a round
the t ime of the Fa ll of Troy, men t ioned above.
There a re rumors th roughout  the severa l epics
of the Homer ic t radit ion  tha t  both  P leiades and
Sir iu s were implica t ed a st ronomica lly du r ing
the fa ll of the city. Indeed, Sir ius was Achilles'
sta r , found upon  h is sh ield, commissioned from
H eph a ist os (Vu lca n ) by h is goddess m ot h er ,
t h e sea -n ym ph  Th et is . Th e close lives  a n d
dea t h s of Ach illes a n d P a t r oklu s, a lon g wit h
t h e  giga n t ic "bon fir e  of t h e  va n i t ie s "
illumina t ing t he funera l ga mes a t  Pa t roklu s'
dea th  closely pa ra llel t hose of Alexander  and
Hephaisteion . Both  set s occur red in  associa t ion
wit h  t h is  u n u su a l cycle. Th e du a l s iblin g
theme in  the lliad is brought  ou t  in ten t ly in  the
s t or ies  of Ach illes  a n d  P a t r ok lu s ,  t h e 2
brothers Agamemnon and Menelaus, as well as
by the sist er s Helen  and Clyt aemnest r a . The
la t t er  were born  with  Castor  and Polydeuces
(P ollu x) by Leda , wife of Kin g Tynda reus of
Spar ta . Since Zeus came to Leda  as a  swan and
r a vish ed h er , cla ss ica l a u t h or s  cla im  t h a t
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Castor  and Clytaemnest ra  were progeny of the
ear th ly king, while Polydeuces and Helen  were
born  of Zeus (See R. Graves, Greek Myths).

Th e  fir s t  Gem in i  S I RI U S  TRI GON
occur red in  J une 1178 BC and fell with in  the
reign  of Rameses III who fought  the "Peoples of
the Sea ," a  Confederacy tha t  included Greeks,
P h ilist in es, Sicilia n s a n d Sa r din ia n s. On e of
t h eir  m a jor  a t t a cks t ook  pla ce close t o 1182
BC, com m em or a t ed on  a  fr ieze a t  Medinet
H a bu . I t  m a y be t h a t  t h e r a ids of t h e Sea
P eoples design a t ed t h e sepa r a t e Ret u r n s of
fleet s of t he cit y-st a t es joined in  t he Acha ian
Alliance aga inst  the Hit t it e Ilios (Troy), t aking
advan tage of chaot ic t imes to sack Hit t it e and
E gypt ia n  t r ibu t e s t a t es  a lon g t h e E a st er n
Med it er r a n ea n , wh en  bot h  H it t it es  a n d
Egypt ians were preoccupied with  ma in ta in ing
their  collapsing empires (dest ruct ion  of Hit t it e
Bogh a z Koy c. 1180; Ra m eses III  a n d XXt h
Dyn a s t y s t a r t in g c.  1190).  Th ou gh  of
qu est ion a ble r elia bilit y, t h e P a r ia n  Ma r ble
notes 1187 as the fir st  Greek set t ling of Ion ia .
It  a lso da t es t he Fa ll of Troy a t  5 J une 1209.
Th e libr a r ia n  of Alexa n dr ia , E r a t ost h en es ,
da ted it s fa ll a t  1184-83.

            Th e  Fou n din g of Rom e
The goddess Vesta  was daughter  of Cronos

(Sa t u r n ) a n d Rh ea  (E a r t h ). As prot ect r ess of
H u m a n it y, sh e gu a r ded t h e sa cr ed fir e a t
Rom e, k in dled by t h e Su n , wh ich  wa s n ever
a llowed to go ou t , upon  pa in  of dea th . This F ire
sym bolized t h e h ea r t h  a t  t h e cen t er  of t h e
household, a t  the cen ter  of the planet  it self, or
of a  Su n . Th e P a lla diu m  or  sa cr ed im a ge of
Pa lla s Athene, protect r ess of Troy, brough t  to
Rome by Aeneas, was kept  with  the sacred fire
a t  the cir cu la r  Temple of the Vesta l virgins in
Rom e. Th e Twin s Rom u lu s a n d Rem u s wer e
born  of Mars and Ilia , a  vesta l descended from
Aen ea s  of Tr oy. I lia  wa s  bu r ied  a live for
br ea k in g h er  vows a ft er  bea r in g t h em , a n d
they were left  on  one of the seven  h ills t o die,
bu t  were found and suckled by a  she-wolf un t il
rescued by a  loca l shepherd. What  more per fect
symbol for  the founding of Rome than  dog-sta r
(sh e-wolf) SIRIUS (Is is  su ck lin g Osir is), in

GE MINI (Rom u lu s a n d Rem u s), du r in g t h e
Age of ARIES (brough t  up to age by a  sheep-
herd)!

Th e fa ll of Tr oy occu r r ed som e t im e ju st
a ft er  1250 BC, a n  a n cien t  exa m ple of t h e
Tr igon  ch a n gin g fr om  E a r t h  t o Air , a  t r iple
conjunct ion  in  Libra  occur r ing in  13-8/1257 BC
(such  a s 1981 AD, ominously). Th is coincides
wit h  t h e begin n in g of t h e 2200-yea r  per iod
wh en  S ir iu s  wa s  fou n d  in  bot h  t h e
constella t ion  and sign  of GEMINI (c. 1224 BC
971 AD), a s  well a s  t h e in t er lu de bet ween
Aen ea s ' a r r iva l a n d Rom u lu s ' fou n din g of
Rom e, con t in u in g on  t o a r ou n d 970-971 AD,
u sin g t h e s im ple 10-yr . va r ia n ce in  m ot ion
ca lcu la t ions with  the conven t iona l 30" border s
between  signs. Tr iple con junct ions of J upit er -
Sa t u r n  occu r  a r ou n d 400 yea r s a pa r t , a s a n
ir regula r  pa t tern  dur ing the past  4,000 years.

Th e  Rom an  Ge m in i
 The Roman  represen ta t ives of t he Gemin i
a r e depict ed in  sibling con flict  t ha t  cost s t he
life of Remus, wh ile Romulus, a s t he agen t  of
the lower  self, defin it ely t akes con t rol over  h is
war like people; very un like the Greek Dioscur i
(“Son s  of Zeu s") wh o wor k ed t oget h er  on
m u t u a l t er m s of in t elligen t  cooper a t ion  even
though  one was immor ta l, each  spending ha lf
the year  in  the Underwor ld of Hades. Thus the
3 a spect s of t h e P er son a lit y-Sou l r ela t ion  in
Gemini a re depicted in  Greek and Roman myth
(a n d  h is t or y): (1) m a r t ia l per son a lit y in
con t r ol(E s ot e r ic As t r ology, p . 210); (2 )
per son a lit y a n d sou l in  m or t a l com ba t  a n d
eventua l ba lance; (3) soul in  the sea t  of power .

Romulus kills h is brother  over  the P lans of
the City and we see the lower  per sona lity, the
t rue Son  of Mars in  charge of founding the city
n a m ed a ft er  h im , Rom e (t r a dit ion a lly c. 753
BC). La ter , a s king, he is chopped in to pieces
in  the Forum dur ing a  fu ll eclipse a t  h igh  noon
(25 Cancer , 7/27/737 [?]) by h is compet itor s in
per son a lit y, t h e sen a t or s, wh o h ide h is body
pa r t s  u n der  t h eir  t oga s . Wh en  t h e Su n  of
dayligh t  r etu rns t hey expla in  to t he ga thered
popu la ce t h a t  h e h a s  a scen ded t o h ea ven .
Therea ft er  Romulus is given  the divine name
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Qu ir in u s a n d t h e fest iva l of t h e Quir ina lia
(F ebr u a r y 17t h ) is  in s t it u t ed . Rom e wa s
or igina lly ca lled Quir ium by the Sabine t r ibes
who inhabited it .

Eclipse s
Looking to the t r adit iona l celebra t ion  da te

of Apr il 21, 753 BC for  the founding of Rome,
t h er e ju st  h a ppen ed t o be t h r ee ver y sm a ll
sola r  eclipses visible from Rome in  the 3 yea rs
pr ecedin g t h e fou n din g t wo a t  t h e h or izon
r is in g, a n d  t h e la s t  set t in g (1/756 a t  4
Aqua r ius, 7/755 a t  14 Cancer , and 7/754 a t  4
Cancer  respect ively).

Rega r din g t h e t ot a l eclipse a t  n oon , we
have three likely suspects:

a ) 12/9/744, ending a t  11 am Rome t ime a t
69.5% tota lity a t  10 Sagit ta r ius;

b) 7/27/737, sta r t ing a t  12:35 pm and
      ach ieving 44% tota lity a t  1:57 pm a t  25
      Cancer  close to Regulus;
c) 5/15/733, a t  59% tota lity 10:55 am a t
      16 Taurus.
A fou r t h  a t  85.5% t ot a lit y on  5/6/724

occur red a t  6:47 am (7 Taurus) and so must  be
r u led ou t , u n less  t h er e is  som e m ist a ke in
legend or  t ime. However , t he May 724 eclipse
occur red 29 yea rs, or  approx. one Sa tu rn  cycle
la t er , Sa tu rn  a t  10 Scorpio. Sa tu rn  was found
a t  28 Scor pio in  Apr il 753, wit h  Ven u s a n d
J upit er  a t  15 and 8 Taurus r espect ively. Also,
th roughou t  Apr il and May 753, Sun , Mercury,
Venus, Mars and J upit er  moved in  and ou t  of
con junct ion  in  Ar ies where a  Ar iet is was to be
found; the same planets were conjunct  in  Libra
th rough  October  724. We may have to choose
bet ween  a  Sa t u r n ia n  or  Lu n a r  m et a ph or ,
u n less Zeu s' t em ple st a r  wa s r ecogn ized a n d
supervenes, hera lding the coming P iscean  Age
by the esoter ic ru ler  of P isces, J upiter .

Wh a t  m a k es  t h e 2n d  of t h e 3 m os t
convincing (737) is tha t  it  was a t  h igh  noon  in
the same Saros ser ies as the th ree from 756754
a t  the hor izons r ising and set t ing. Cer t a in ly a
compelling symbol in  it self the sola r  king must
die a t  h igh  n oon , t h e lu n a r  goddesses, t h eir
ca len da r s a n d wor sh ip u su a lly em ph a sizin g
t h e dr a m a t ic r is in g a n d set t in g poin t s . Th e
U r a n i a n /ch t h on i c ,  Ze u s /K r on os ,  o r

Apollon ia n /Dion ysia n  m yst er ies  seem  t o be
symbolized here in  some sense.

The fir st  Tr igon  in  ARIES since 1417 BC
occu r r ed  in  F ebr u a r y 741 a t  O" Ar ies
con junct ion  a  Ar iet is a t  4", with  Sun , Mercury
and Venus in  Aquar ius. The Tr igon  of J anuary
721 was in  11" Sagit t a r iu s, con junct  Vega  by
5".

In  753, cu r iou s ly, fr om  Apr il 21 a n d
con t in u in g on  for  t wo m on t h s t h r ou gh  J u n e,
Ven u s, Ma r s  a n d J u pit er  wer e con ju n ct  in
Ar ies a s morn ing st a r s. In  737, Sun , Mercury,
Ven u s a n d Ma r s  wer e con ju n ct  fr om  m id-
November  th rough  J anuary in  Sagit t a r ius and
Capr icorn . Aft er  Romulus' dea th  t here was a
year 's in ter regnum before the legendary Numa
P om piliu s wa s elect ed Kin g by t h e Sen a t e.
Cicer o gives h is r eign  a s 39 yea r s in  len gt h ;
Livy 43 yea r s. Th e Books of Nu m a , h a lf of
t hem descr ibing Roman  r eligious cer emon ia l,
the other  ha lf on  Greek ph ilosophy which  were
burn t , were discovered in  181 BC and a re now
gen er a lly con s ider ed  for ger ies . H owever ,
per h a ps t h ey wer e a ssem bled by cit y pr iest s
for  a  500t h  a n n iver sa r y of t h e fou n din g, in
wh ich  ca se 500 + 181  + t he 43 yea r  r eign  of
Livy would pu t  us a t  724 BC, the four th  sola r
eclipse. Th a t  t h e Britannica gives h im  a  32
yea r  r eign  begin n in g in  715 illu st r a t es  t h e
confusion  on  the topic.

Historica l P aralle ls  to  th e  Fou n din g
Le ge n ds  of Rom e

 Vir gil (70-19 sc) wa s t o wit n ess a  vivid
pa ra llel t o t he myth ic drama  of Romulus and
t h e sen a t or s wh en  J u liu s Ca esa r , ju st  a ft er
r eforming t he ca lenda r  in  46 BC, was st ruck
down  (Ma r ch  15, 44 BC) du r in g t h e Rom a n
Civil Wa r  by jea lou s elit es , da gger s h idden
u n der  t h eir  t oga s , in  t h e H a ll of P om pey.
Iron ica lly, t he Libera lia , or  lesser  Fest iva l of
Dion ysu s , t h e dism em ber er , fell on  Ma r ch
17t h ; t h e r en ewa l of Vest a 's  fir e h a vin g ju st
occu r r ed on  Ma r ch  1st . Ca esa r  wa s t h e fir st
Roman  to be decla red "divus" by the sena tor s.
At  t h e com m en cem en t  of t h e fu n er a l ga m es
held to celebra t e Caesa r 's deifica t ion , a  comet
appeared a t  sunset  and shone for  7 days, which
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m a y h a ve a ccou n t ed for  a  sh a r p r ise in  t h e
pr ide in dex a m on g Rom a n  em per or s, wh ich
went  before the grea t  fa ll a fter  Augustus.
  Wit h  Sir iu s  in  Gem in i, t h er e wer e s ix
m a jor  t em ples  wh er e t h e Rom a n  Sen a t e
a s s em bled : Ca s t or  a n d  P ollu x, Ap ollo,
Concordia , Bellona  (Goddess of War ), J upit er
Sta tor is (the Establisher , Stayer  of F ligh t ), and
Qu ir in u s (Ma r s) - t h r ee t o wa r  a n d t h r ee t o
pea ce. I t  is  cu r iou s  t h a t  of a ll t h ese, t h e
Tem ple  of Ca s t or  a n d  P ollu x d r ew t h e
a t t en t ion  of Tiber iu s, Ca ligu la  and Claudius,
a ll of wh om  r est or ed it  t o r en ewed splen dor
(r ebu ilt  a n d glor ified t o t h eir  idiosyn cr a t ic
ta stes migh t  be a  bet t er  cha racter iza t ion  since
t h eir  r eign s wer e su ccessive a n d r est or a t ion
wou ld not  seem u rgen t ). A bet t er  r ea son  may
be fou n d in  t h e Mit h r a ic m yst er ies  of t h e
Roman sta te religion . (See "Taurus and Scorpio
in  the Mithra ic Myster ies," below.)

Ale xan de r an d th e  He lle n ic  P e riod
The second Gemin i SIRIUS TRIGON was

in  J u ly 384 BC, ju st  a ft er  t h e sa ck  of Rom e
(390) by t h e  Ga u ls , wh ich  sa w Rom e's
r ebu ildin g, t h e fou n din g of P la t o's  Aca dem y
(388), h is "Symposium" (387), and the bir th  of
bot h  Ar ist ot le a n d Dem ost h en es (384). Aft er
3000 yea r s  of con t in u it y, t h e la s t  n a t ive
E gypt ia n  dyn a st y (30t h ) bega n  in  380 a n d
ended shor t ly thereafter .

The t h ird SIRIUS TRIGON even t  wa s in
Ma y 324 BC wh en  H ep h a is t e ion  d ied ,
accompanied by an  unprecedented funera l pyre
and games. He was Alexander 's closest  fr iend
and a lly and they had been  tu tored together  by
Ar istot le. Alexander  died the next  yea r  (323),
crown ing h is genera ls by defa u lt  over  a ll h is
conquered t er r it or ies. The same yea r  t he new
Egypt ian  Empire under  P tolemy Soter  began ,
who founded the grea t  libr a ry a t  Alexandr ia .
Euclid came out  with  h is famous "Elements" on
geomet ry, while Ar istot le had to flee Athens to
avoid t he same fa t e a s Socra t es. He died t he
next  yea r  (322) a long with  Demosthenes, who
wa s  seek in g r efu ge fr om  At h en s  a n d t h e
conquer ing Macedon ians a t  an  island Temple
to Poseidon , where he took poison  ra ther  than

sur render .

Gre e ce  an d Rom e  in  Byzan tiu m
Th ese celest ia l even t s  m u st  h a ve m a de

som e im pa ct  du r in g t h e  golden  a ge  of
Hellen ism, bu t  Hellen ic popula t ions were to be
t rea ted to yet  another  h istor ic irony dur ing the
4th  a nd la st  Sir iu s Gemin i Tr igon  in  Ma y of
531 AD. After  severa l a t t empts to poison  h im,
S t . Ben ed ict  Th a u m a t u r gu s  r eloca t es  a t
Mon t eca ss in o t o fou n d a  s in gle m on a st er y
t h er e, t r a dit ion a lly in  529. I t  is  a r ou n d t h is
t ime tha t  he composes the famous Ru le of h is
Or der , em ph a s izin g a  sober  s t ewa r dsh ip ,
wh ich  solid ified  West er n  m on a st icism  a n d
which  was fir st  quoted by J ust in ian  in  one of
h is  La ws  (11/17/530). In  527 t h e gr ea t
Byza n t in e  Ch r is t ia n  E m p er or  J ust in ian
a cceded t o t h e t h r on e, a n d in  529 bu sied
h imself by codifying a ll the laws of Byzan t ium
(ru led by a  t ru ly Augean  bu reaucracy), aga in
a n d a ga in  sever a l edit ion s over , a ll of wh ich
had to be re-enforced in  succession . Th is adept
a t  en for cin g ext er n a l m u n da n e lega lis t ic
a u t h or it y over  t h a t  of t h e in wa r d-r eflect in g
r a t ion a l self-dir ect ed sou l, J u st in ia n , a lon g
wit h  h is  wife Th eodor a , wh er e descr ibed by
P r ocopiu s  in  h is  H is t or ia  Ar ca n a  (12) a s
"an th ropodaemons" sen t  t o dest roy the works
a n d r a ce of h u m a n kin d. Lu ckily in  531 t h e
N ik a  Revolt  bega n  a n d  by 532 it  r a zed
Con s t a n t in op le, wh ich  a llowed  J ust in ian 's
bet t er  ju dgm en t  t o bu ild St . Soph ia  in  t h e
same year  - Wisdom t r iumphing over  the ru ins
of in a dequ a t e, in su fficien t  yet  s t ill pit ifu lly
u n a pplied Kn owledge. I t  wa s in  t h is  Sir iu s
Tr igon  yea r  of 531 t h a t  we m igh t  im a gin e a
n er vou s J u st in ia n  fin a lly fir s t  a pplyin g St .
Benedict 's Ru le, a ft er  delaying yea r s a ft er  it s
composit ion  a t  t he encouragemen t  of Pope St .
H or m is d a s  (d .523). Th e  Scyt h ia n  m on k ,
Dion ysiu s  E xigu u s , a n d a  cer t a in  Br ot h er
Lawrence seem to have been  in  t he backdrop
dur ing the per iod of the Rules composit ion  (See
Chapman).

3. S lRlUS IN CANCER
(c . 971 AD - C. 3165 AD)
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Holy  Rom an  Em pire
Sir ius' en t rance in to Cancer  c. 971 AD fa lls

qu it e close to the founding of the Holy Roman
Empire in  962 by Ot to I the Grea t  of Germany
(ancien t  Gau l) who crowned h imself "Emperor
Augustus." Th is simply served to in it ia te a  40-
yea r  per iod of con flict  bet ween  Ger m a n  a n d
Roman nobility tha t  involved murder , debauch ,
poison ing and cyn ica l maneuver ing among the
decaden t  and scrambling "religious" elit es. At
the t r iple Tr igon  in  ARIES 5 yea r s la t er  (967-
8), h is son  Ot to II was crowned.

Two Grand Tr igons a fter  these two, in  May
1084, Rom e wa s r u t h lessly sa cked by Sou t h
Nor m a n s, Ca labr ians a n d Sicilia n s Cr a u r u s
Tr igon  in  Feb. 1087). The An t i-Pope Clemen t
was elected in  1080, ca r r ied in to the city with
t h e sa ck , P ope Gr egor y VII  h oldin g ou t  in
Hadr ian 's Mausoleum, Castel San t ' Angelo. At
t h is poin t  in  ch a os, Rom e wa s a  bla st ed n o-
man 's-land, a  bit  bet t er  preserved than  Beiru t
in  t h e 1980s  (t r ip le  Libr a  Tr igon  1981).
Iron ica lly, the two fact ions faced each  other  off
fr om  H a dr ia n 's  P a n t h eon  a n d Ma u soleu m ,
respect ively. Gregory was br iefly r einsta ted a t
St . Peter 's in  May 1087 bu t  soon  ret ir ed to h is
beloved libra ry a t  Mon te Cassino and died in
Sept em ber . Bu t  en ou gh  of t h e H oly Rom a n
Empire, which  lasted un t il Napoleon  abolished
it  in  1806, a ppr opr ia t ely a ft er  a n ot h er  t r iple
Tr igon  of pu r ifica t ion  a n d r eor ien t a t ion  in
VIRGO  (1802)  a t  the climax of Napoleon 's r ise
a n d fa ll, t h e Na poleon ic Wa r s  (1796-1802;
1802-1813).

Is lam ic  Civ ilization
An  in t er est in g pa r a llel in  con t em por a r y

sequen t ia l t ime fr ames shou ld be noted here.
The Andromeda  "nebu la" was fir st  noted by Al
Sufi in  963, to be rediscovered by westerners in
1612. In  968 Ca iro was founded on  the yea r  of
t h e t r ip le Tr igon  in  ARIE S, a n d  Is la m ic
scien ces wer e flou r ish in g wit h  t h e fou n din g
(968) of Cordoba  Un iver sit y in  Spa in , soon  to
reach  their  heigh t  under  Ca liph  Hisham of the
Om a yya d Dyn a st y. Du r in g t h is  per iod , of
cou r se, civiliza t ion  a s t h e West er n  t r a dit ion
knows it  wa s for  t he most  pa r t  pr eserved by

Isla m ic cu lt u r e du r in g t h e gr oss  E u r opea n
in t er lu de of t h e "Da r k  Ages ," wh en  t h e
Europeans were working their  way ou t  of t he
Rom a n  E m pir e t h r ou gh  t h e H oly Rom a n
E m p i r e  in t o a  s om e w h a t  s t a b i l i ze d
consciousness of Europe, about  to flower  in  the
Neo-P la t on ic Ren a issa n ces of t h e 3 SIRIAN
GRAND TRIGONS of 1384, 1444, and 1504.

Wor k  don e du r in g t h e t im e of t h e gr ea t
Iber ia n  u n iver s it ies  en cou r a ged la t er  Neo-
P la t on is t ,  Lu ll is t  u t op ia n  p h ilos op h ica l
communit ies who a t t empted to crea te forms of
spir it u a l pr a ct ice t h a t  m igh t  u n it e J u da ism ,
Graeco-Roman  planeta ry deity worsh ip, Islam
a n d Ch r ist ia n it y. Un for t u n a t ely, t h er e wer e
n ot  en ou gh  in t elligen t  cooper a t or s  in  t h is
endeavor , given  humanity's apparen t  addict ion
to t he excit emen t  of con flict  with  it s doomed
plea su r es a n d r ewa r ds, h a bit s  of va in  st a t ic
com for t  a n d co-depen den cy, a n d a  t h ou gh t
pr ocess a lm ost  en t ir ely depen den t  u pon  a n d
st im u la t ed by cr isis . Not  m u ch  h a s ch a n ged
throughout  the years.

Let  u s  spea k  h er e of t h e pr in cip le of
H a r m on y t h r ou gh  Con flict  a m on g t h e Ma n y
veiling Unity or  the One, a  theme pa r t icu la r ly
st rong in  the Egypt ian  schools of ph ilosophy as
well a s the Islamic. F rom the poin t  of view of
t h e u n it , H u m a n it y - gover n ed by t h e cr isis
habit  and addicted to conflict  for  any degree of
t h ou gh t fu ln ess  - t h e pr in cip le of it s  Life,
pa r a doxica lly, is  Sen sit ivit y t o Con t a ct  a n d
r esu lt a n t  coh er en ce in  m u t u a lly con st r u ct ive
Rela t ion sh ip. Th e Scien ce of Righ t  H u m a n
Rela t ion s  h a s  on ly ju s t  begu n  t o h a ve a n
impact  t h rough  Human , Civil and Ch ildr en 's
R igh t s  m ove m e n t s  in i t i a t e d  b y  t h e
Rosicrucians and F reemasons, among other s.
Th es e  a r e  begin n in g t o d em on s t r a t e  a
modicum of human  responsibility to poster ity,
over  a n d a bove t h e con ven ien t  r h et or ic. Th e
enuncia t ion  of the Four  Freedoms by Roosevelt
in  the midst  of Wor ld War  II went  some way to
elucida te the sinuous razor -edged line between
r espon sible fr ee will a n d a n  a ssu m pt ion  of
spu r iou s r espon sibilit y ba sed on  in st in ct ive
fea r -dr iven  react ion  to sporadica lly r ecogn ized
st a t es  of en t r a pm en t /im pr ison m en t  in  n on -
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r eflect ive  cor n er s  of wa ge-s la ve socie t a l
con dit ion in g. P er h a ps it  cou ld be sa id t h a t
a ft er  t he Sack of Rome in  1084, mass Roman
a n ger  a t  t h e Sou t h er n  Nor m a n  An t i-P ope
fa ct ion s wh o sa cked t h e cit y wa s collect ively
psychologica lly displaced toward wha t  seemed
a n  ea sy t a r get  for  ga in  in  bot h  pr ide a n d
subst ance, a s t heir  over  st imu la t ed a t t en t ion
wa s  "n a t u r a lly" r ed ir ect ed  in t o t h e fir s t
Crusade of 1096-99.

Th e  Ne o-P laton ic  Re n aissan ce
The t ie-in s of t h is SIRIUS TRIGON cycle

with  the Ar istotelian  and P la ton ic Schools a re
t r u ly in t r igu in g. P la t on ic, Alexa n dr ia n , a n d
many other  cla ssica l Greek manuscr ipt s were
t o pr ove sa fe in  Byza n t iu m  u n t il t h e Tu r ks
con qu er ed t h e cit y in  1453.  F or t u n a t ely,
Cosimo di Medici and fr iends had been  buying
up a ll t he Greek and La t in  manuscr ipt s t hey
cou ld get  their  hands on  dur ing the 1420s and
30s, so Cosimo could open  the fir st  grea t  public
libra ry in  Europe in  1437, and then  pass on  a
good pa r t  of h is own  collect ion  to the P la ton ic
Academy being organ ized by Marsilio F icino in
1462 (P isces Tr igon  in  1464) wit h  Cosim o's
pa t ronage (the two met  in  1439).

F igu r es  a ssocia t ed wit h  t h e 1st  Ca n cer
SIRIUS TRIGON in  1384 a n d 1385 br oa dly
include Ca ther ine of Siena , Thomas a  Kempis,
J oh n  Wyclif, J a n  H u s, H a fiz, Ch a u cer  a n d
Nicholas of Cusa . After  a  cen tury dur ing which
E n gla n d, F r a n ce a n d I t a ly h a d est a blish ed
ma jor  un iver sit ies, Germa ny founded severa l
with in  a  few years of the Tr igon .

On  May 6, 1385, suspiciously t imed to the
1s t  S IRIU S TRIGON , t h e s t u d iou s  Gian
Ga leazzo Viscon t i devised h is ingen ious coup
over  family plot t er s and began  one of the fir st
m oder n  a t t em pt s  t o r eu n ify n or t h er n  a n d
cent ra l It a ly a fter  Rome, a lbeit  under  force and
subject  to h is duchies of Milan  and P isa .

The Grea t  Sch ism in  t he Roman  Ca tholic
ch u r ch  bega n  in  1378 a ft er  t h e Avignon
P a pa cy, a n d occu pied a t t en t ion  for  40 yea r s.
The University of Par is was consu lted in  1384,
which  a r r anged a  council in  P isa  for  1409. As
a n  a side, P ope J oh n  XXlll of t h e Va t ica n  II

Council in  t he 20th  cen tu ry was named a ft er
an  ea r lier  cor rupt  and very br ief successor  of
the compromise candida te of the P isa  council,
Alexa nder  V (who died myst er iously a t  J ohn
XXIII's cast le before reach ing Rome), a  modern
a t t em pt  t o expia t e a n d er a se t h e m em or y of
the ear lier  knave.

Hu n yadi J an os  (la te r Rakoczi)
an d th e  Dracu las

Th e SIRIUS TRIGON of 1444 wit n essed
bot h  dea t h  a n d r ebir t h  in  t h e con flict  a n d
coopera t ion  of Chr ist ian  and Islamic societ ies.
In  1443-44, H u n ya di J a n os  led  t h e "Lon g
Ca m pa ign ," a  cr u sa de a ga in s t  Mu r a d  I I ,
r et u r n in g t o Bu da  in  F ebr u a r y 1444, a ft er
dr iving the Turks ou t  of most  of t he Ba lkans.
H oweve r ,  t h e  O t t om a n s  d e fea t ed  t h e
Chr ist ians a t  Varna  on  the Black Sea  coast  in
Bulgar ia  on  November  10, 1444. Now Hunyadi
w a s  m a d e  Voivod e  or  G ove r n or  of
Tr a n s ylva n ia , Cou n t  of Tem es , m oder n
Timisoara . He was la ter  decla red Voivode of a ll
Hungary (1446-52). Ear ly in  h is life he studied
wa r fa r e wit h  F r a n cesco Sfor za  of Mila n ,
Gia n ga lea zzo's  polit ica l su ccessor , a n d t h e
Bohemian  Hussit es, who developed the idea  of
ca n n on  m ou n t ed  on  wa gon s . H is  gr ea t es t
vict or y, a t  Belgr a de on  J u ly 22, 1456, fr eed
Hungary from Turkish  dominion  for  70 years.

Another  famous family fought  the Turks in
Varna , t he Dracu la s. The name Dracu l came
from the invest itu re of Dracu l Sen ior  with  the
Or der  of t h e Dr a gon  of t h e H oly Rom a n
Empire by Sigismond in  Nuremberg, February,
1431. Su lt a n  Mu r a d soon  lu r ed you n g Vlad
"Tepes" Dr a cu l (Dr a cu la ) in t o a  t r a p, wh o
r em a in ed ca pt ive a s  a  ja n issa r y pa ge u n t il
1448. In  December  of 1447 h is fa ther  Dracu l
w a s  m u r d e r e d  b y  H u n ya d i 's  ze a lou s
henchmen . Aft er  t he disa st er  a t  Va rna , Vla d
bla m ed H u n ya di J a n os for  t h e dea t h  of h is
fa ther  and brother , and t hey became lifelong
en em ies.  In  1460, Dr a cu la 's  ver sion  of St .
Bar tholomew's Day in  Brasov cla imed close to
30,000 vict im s on  st a kes. In  t h e n ext  yea r ,
1461-2, a lthough  ou tnumbered 6 to 1, Dracu la
deliber a t ely in su lt ed Moh a m m ed II , a n d t h e
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Wa lla ch o-Tu r k ish  Ca m pa ign  bega n , wit h
Dracula  impaling the en t ire Turkish  citadel of
Giurgin , leaving them to rot  ou tside h is capita l
Tir govist e for  6 m on t h s u n t il Moh a m m ed II
a r r ived, a ppa lled. Wh er e Dr a cu la 's  scor ch ed
ea r th  policy fa iled, t he pla gue ou tbr ea k soon
su cceeded. In  1462 H u n ya di's  son  Ma t t h ia s
in ca r cer a t ed t h e t er r ible Vla d (1462-1474),
ca lled  by som e a  "pr em a t u r e n a t ion a lis t ."
Never theless, unda un t ed, Vla d la t er  ma r r ied
Mat th ias' sister .

H u n y a d i ' s  con t e m p or a r y  s p i r i t u a l
su ccessor s , r a llyin g a r ou n d t h e H u n ga r ia n
m in or it y pr iest  F a t h er  Tokes a t  h is h om e in
Tim isoa r a , Ru m a n ia , u n der  t h e Novem ber
1 9 8 9  J u p i t e r -S a t u r n  op p os i t i on  i n
Ca n cer /Ca pr icor n , fr eed Ru m a n ia  fr om  t h e
Cea u cescu  br ood. Th e H u n ya di/Dr a cu la   -
F a t h er  Tokes/Cea u cescu  pa r a llels  a r e qu it e
st r ik ing. The Tokes Mass and demonst r a t ion
took place in  Timisoa ra , Hunyadi's heredit a ry
capita l.

Th e Cea u cescu s , ir on ica lly - or  wa s  it
deliber a t ely - wer e ca pt u r ed in  Tir govis t e,
Dracu la 's capit a l. They were fina lly execu t ed
in  Tirgovist e on  Chr istmas Day, 1989, a s if t o
exorcise them for  good.

It  m u st  be r em em ber ed t h a t  du r in g t h is
sa m e SIRIAN TRIGON of 1444, Cosim o de
Medici wa s  t o fou n d E u r ope's  fir s t  pu blic
libra ry, the Libra ry of San  Marco. Muhammad
II , fir s t  Ot t om a n  Su lt a n , es t a blish ed  t h e
Ot toman  Empire in  1451 and with  the capture
of Constan t inople in  1453, the Ot toman  Turks
brought  about  the end of Chr ist ian  Byzant ium,
bu t  a  flou r ish in g of cla ssica l Ar a bic cu lt u r e.
Cosimo's ea r ly collect ion  of manuscr ipt s was to
be considerably augmented by cla ssica l Greek
wor ks m a k in g t h eir  wa y t o I t a ly wit h  t h e
fleein g Gr eek  popu la t ion  fr om  t h e F a ll of
Byzan t ium in  1453. Classica l works preserved
a n d t r a n sla t ed in  t h e Iber ia n  u n iver s it ies
reached It a ly and the Neopla ton ic presses in  a
s im ila r  m a n n er  wit h  t h e fleein g J ewish
popula t ion  from Spain  in  1492.

Th e  2n d  Ca n ce r  S I RI U S  TRI GON
con junct ion  of 1444, occu r red fou r  yea r s a ft er
Gutenberg developed  moveable  type  (brought

t o com plet ion  in  1454), a llowin g a n  ea r ly
per iod of m edia  flou r ish in g ju st  in  t im e t o
d i s s e m in a t e  t h e  t r a n s l a t e d  cl a s s i ca l
r ediscover ies and br ing in  t he Rena issance. I
m en t ion  t h is specia l cycle on ly t o evoke t h e
echoes r inging down the best  of the living past .

Siriu s  in  Can ce r Du rin g  th e
Aqu arian  Age

Sir ius aga in  con junct s the Tr igon , by 4 orb, in
both  2298 and 2358 AD, or  310-370 years from
now.

Siriu s  e n te rs  LEO c . 3165 AD.

4. Th e  Myste ry  Sch ools  an d
Re lig ion s

Egyptian  Se kh m e t - Th e  Lion  an d th e  Bu ll
There is r eason  to believe tha t  Zurvan  is a

syncret ized ver sion  of Sekhmet , t he Egypt ian
lion -h ea ded goddess wit h  u r a eu s cen t er ed in
t h e  Su n -d isk  beh in d  h er  h ea d . Sh e wa s
iden t ica l wit h  t h e h ippopot a m u s-cr ocodile or
Ta u r t -Isis  for m  of H a t h or  a t  Den der a h , a n d
with  the cow form of Ha thor  a t  Thebes across
the Nile, the city of her  consor t  Bull, Amen-Ra .
F or  a t  lea s t  a  1000-yea r  per iod, E gypt ia n
im m or t a lit y con sist ed in  secu r in g a  pla ce on
Am en -Ra 's  Boa t  of a  Million  Yea r s , a n d
im bibin g h is  r a ys  a s  su s t en a n ce on  t h e
journey. In  the depict ions of Sekhet -Aaru , t he
E gypt ia n  Blessed F ields, a r e fou n d r egion s
t h a t  con t a in  boa t s  wit h  a  fligh t  of 7 St eps,
wh ich  r egions a re labeled "the grea t  company
of the gods," or  "the place of the spir it s." There
is  cer t a in ly a  r eson a n ce bet ween  t h ese t wo
ast ronomica l and myth ic symbol iconographies,
t h r ou g h  t h e  I s i s -0 s i r i s  r e l a t i on  t o
Sem ele/P er seph on e-Dion ysos, t o t h e Mithra ic
t a u r oct on y, wh ich  su blim a t ed t o a  cer t a in
ext en t  t h e  Za gr eu s  a spect  of Dion ysos .
(Dion ysos a r r ived in  a  boa t  a n d wit h  Mithra
gu a r ded 7 in it ia t or y st eps or  degr ees.) Bot h
t em ples  t o H a t h or  wer e dedica t ed  t o t h e
cir cu m pola r  s t a r s , a n d a lign ed t o Ga m m a
Draconis.

In  on e E gypt ia n  t ext  it  is  sa id t h a t  H er
Ma jest y (Mu t , Mot h er  of t h e Gods) ca m e t o
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set t le a t  t h e Th eba n  la ke "in  h er  for m  of
Sekhmet" a t  t he t ime of t he crea t ion . Indeed,
the grea t est  number  of Sekhmet  st a tues were
found associa ted with  th is t emple, a t t ached to
t h a t  of Am en , t h e Bu ll. Sekhmet  r epresen t s
the ferocious aspect  of the Sun  (the mild Eye of
t h e Su n  wa s t h e ca t  Ba st ). Accor din g t o Sir
Nor m a n  Lockyer  (Th e Da wn  of Ast r on om y,
MIT Press 1964), the Gamma Draconis form of
Isis was r eplaced by the Sir ius form of Isis in
n ea r by t em ples a ssocia t ed wit h  t h ese gr ea t
cen ters a round 3000 BC. It  might  be suggested
t h a t  t h e  ch a n ge  t ook  p la ce  clos e r  t o
acknowledged per iods of const ruct ion , say, a t
4067 BC when  Sir ius en tered Taurus; a t  2495
BC when the P leiades en tered Ar ies; or  a t  1224
BC wh en  Sir iu s en t er ed Gem in i. Obviou sly
some closer  work needs to be done. 

Th e Tem ple of Mu t  fir st  beca m e a  m a jor
cu lt  sit e dur ing the reign  of Queen  Hatshepsu t
(1490-1469 BC), "P h a r a oh 's  Da u gh t er ," wh o
m en t ion s in  a  s t ela  in scr ipt ion  of 1477 BC:
"An d wh en  I ca m e a s Kin g, m y Ur a eu s spa t
fir e aga inst  my enemies. And when  I a llowed
t h e a bom in a t ion s of t h e gods t o depa r t , t h e
ea r th  swa llowed their  foot st eps. Th is was the
d ir ect ive  of t h e  P r im eva l F a t h er , N u n
(pr im or d ia l Wa t er s ), wh o ca m e on e da y
u n expect ed ly." On  t h e ot h er  s ide of t h e
t sunami, a ft er  one of Thera 's erupt ions, Moses
h a d pa r t ed  t h e wa t er s  t h a t  swa llowed u p
Pharaoh 's char iot s and t roops. Adver t ising and
PR were a live and well in  the 2nd millenn ium
BC.

It  should be sa id tha t  Amen-Ra  of the sta te
religion  suppor t ing the concept  of divine king,
and most  of the st r ict ly sola r  cu lt s were found
in  t h e la t er  dyn a st ies, em ph a sizin g t h e Bu ll
depict ions of deit y. Sekhmet  is of t he ea r lier
dyna st ies a nd pr edyna st ic per iods a ssocia t ed
with  Nun . Yet  both  female consor t s a s Ha thor ,
in  her  Sekhmet  or  Tau r t  form a re a ssocia t ed
with  Set , the myster ious god of "darkness" and
t h e cir cu m pola r  con st ella t ion s. H en ce Ta u r t ,
t h e  "Wife  of Set " for  Dr a co, wh ich  is
per pet u a lly cir cu m pola r  (pa r t icu la r ly close
fr om  4000-7000 BC du r in g t h e GE MINI a n d
CANCER Ages); t he Th igh , the "Th igh  of Set "

for  Ur sa  Ma jor , wh ich  covered a  per iod from
4000 t o 1 BC for  t h e TAURUS a n d ARIE S
Ages; t he J acka l, t he "J acka l of Set " for  Ursa
Minor , which  came in  with  Ursa  Major  a round
2000 BC for  t he ARIES, and pa r t icu la r ly t he
PISCES Age.

Looking ba ck t o t he LEO Age, in  c. 8800
BC when  Regulus marked the Spr ing Equinox,
we fin d  H E RCU LE S closes t  t o t h e P ole.
Perhaps with  more excava t ion  and ana lysis, it
can  be sa id t ha t  t he r eviva l of Sekhmet  with
Qu een  H a t sh epsu t  in  t h e ARIE S Age wa s a
st imulus or  even  con temporary with  the r ise of
t h e H er a k les  h er o cu lt  elsewh er e, bot h  of
which  der ived from a  very much  ea r lier  per iod
in  the Age of LEO.

Reit era t ing, both  Temples of Ha thor  were
a lign ed t o Ga m m a  Dr a con is  or  Ta u r t , t h e
H ippopot a m u s goddess  of ch ildbir t h , wh ich
migh t  help expla in  her  Age of CANCER reign ,
a n d E gypt 's  on ly r eign in g qu een 's  specia l
in t er est  in  her  r eviva l. Th is a lignmen t  seems
to have been  car r ied to Greece by Cadmus, who
t r a d it ion  t ells  u s  r a ised  h is  a r m ies  fr om
Dragon 's t eeth , and in t roduced Phoenician  and
E gypt ia n  wor sh ip. Th is  is  em ph a sized by a
m a jor  t em ple a t  Boeot ia n  (Gr .) Th ebes t h a t
seems to have been  dedica ted a round 1300 BC,
by a lignment  to Gamma Draconis. Cur iously, it
was the Theban  pr ince Pen theus who resist ed
the Th racian  myst er ies of Dionysus from the
n or t h , wh ose fa t e is  t old in  E u r ipides ' Th e
Bacchae.

Th e  He rakle s  He ro  Cu lt Am on g th e
Myste ry  Re lig ion s

Hera kles wa s a lr ea dy a  dea d hero in  t he
Homer ic epics (7th -9th  cen tu r ies BC). P inda r
asser t s t he cu lt  of t he Twelve Olympians was
es t a blish ed  by H er a k les . Th u cydides  a n d
Herodotus both  men t ion  a lt a r s t o t he Twelve
a t  At h en s (6t h  cen t .) a n d a t  Olym pia . Th ey
may have sa fegua rded the Ion ian  Dodecapolis
(12 cit ies of Asia  Min or ) in  t h e 7t h  cen t u r y.
P la to and h is protege Eudoxos assigned each  to
a  sign  of t h e zodia c (Zeu s, H er a , P oseidon ,
Dem et er , Apollo, Ar t em is, Ar es, Aph r odit e,
H e r m es ,  At h en a ,  H ep h a is t os ,  H es t ia ).
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Dion ysos wa s la t er  t o r epla ce H est ia  a t  t h e
hea r th  of Greek cu ltu re (see W.K.C. Gu th r ie,
The Greeks and Their  Gods). La ter , Alexander
wa s  t o bu ild  a n  a lt a r  t o t h e 12 a t  h is
easternmost  march  in to India , a round the t ime
of the Sir ian  Tr igon  of May 324 BC in  Gemin i,
wit h  Su n , Ven u s  a n d  Ma r s  in  Ta u r u s .
Dion ysos wa s bor n  of t h e ligh t n in g-r a va ged
P r in cess Sem ele of Th ebes, a n d br ou gh t  t o
term in  h is fa ther  Zeus' th igh  with  Mercury as
midwife. By the 5th  cen tury, Thebes, the city of
Herakles, was considered the sea t  of Dionysos
in  Greece and h is Maenads were sen t  on  orders
from Delph i t o found sh r ines t h roughou t  t he
r est  of t he Greek wor ld. Of cou r se, if he was
not  welcomed by any city, the women would be
t h e fir st  t o go m a d a n d t h ey wou ld a ll h a ve
their  way.

Th e  Mon t a n is t  "h er es y" wit h in  t h e
Chr ist ian  church  of the 2nd and 3rd cen tu r ies
AD is considered by some a  la t e appearance of
Dion ysos , s in ce Mon t a n u s  ch ose t o or da in
women  as pr iest s, bishops and elder s, dr iving
them to prophesy and the pa t r ia rcha l church  to
m a dn ess . Ter t u llia n  wr ot e h is  Apology for
Chr ist ian ity in  197 AD (Sagit t a r ius Tr igon  193
AD) a n d t u r n ed t o Mon t a n ism  soon  a ft er
Sept imius Severus (d. 211) (Virgo Tr igon  213
AD).

P h an e s  an d th e  Orph ic  Myste rie s
Phanes, t he Orph ic/Pythagorean  precu r sor  of
Mith ra ic Zu rvan , t ook the Homer ic emphasis
on  the twins and Dioscu roi a s Zeus/Dionysos,
the celest ia l and t er r est r ia l spheres (however
con st r u ed). Th is is  cla r ified in  a  H ellen ist ic
r elief from Modena  of Phanes, h is r igh t  hand
poin t ing Zeus' fiery t hunderbolt  a t  t he Twins
in  t h e zodia ca l r in g t h a t  su r r ou n ds h im . H e
poin t s ligh tn ing a t  t he Dionysos twin  Castor ,
sin ce t h e ot h er , P olydeu ces, ca r r ies Apollo's
ha rp, and in  a  sense is iden t ified h imself with
Apollo/H elios. Apollo's  sh r in e a t  Delph i wa s
dedica t ed to t he prophecies of Zeus, conveyed
t h r ou gh  h is  P yt h ia , wh ile  Dion ysos  wa s
a llowed t o r a n ge t h r ou gh  t h e m ou n t a in  a n d
forest  "hun t ing grounds" between  Thebes and
Mt . P a r n a ssos.  P h a n es ' Myst er y Axis st a ff

poin t s t o t h e edge of P isces bor der in g Ar ies,
close t o wh er e a  Ar iet is  wou ld  be fou n d,
indica t ing t he en t r a nce in to a  New Age. The
sta ff is grounded in  the middle of Scorpio - a ll 3
s ign s  (Gem in i, Ar ies , Scor pio) a ppr opr ia t e
symbols for  t he Orph ic myst ery empha sis on
P h a n e s - P r o t o g o n o s  ( L i g h t - P r i m e v a l
Gen er a t ion ) a n d  Olym p ia n  Zeu s /Cr e t a n
Za gr eu s a s E r os/Dion ysos befor e t h e sa cr ed
m a r r ia ge of E r os a n d P sych e. Th is m yst ica l
marr iage reca lls DK's remark tha t  the un ion  of
the sou l (Psyche) with  the body (Eros) th rough
desir e is in  a ct u a lit y t h e fir st  sexu a l a ct . Of
cou r se a ll t h e a bove a r e expr essive of t h e
a n cien t  Ka bir ia n  Myst er ies  of Samothrace,
wh er e  t h e  Diosk u r oi a r e r epr esen t ed  a s
Dion ysos  a n d  E r os , wh er e  H er m es  wa s
established in  h is erect  sta te, and the Kabir ian
Dactyls (Dioskuroi), or  10 finger s of 2 hands -
t h e in fer ior  a n d su per ior  con ju n ct ion s of t h e
Venus heliocosm, ru ling the 8 yea r  cycle of 10
Sun-Venus conjunct ions.

In  t h e Or ph ic Myst er ies it  wa s r evea led
t h a t  Apollo a n d H elios  wer e iden t ica l, in
Ou r a n ia n  for m  a s  t h e Olym pic cu lt  of t h e
t ireless god Apollo/Helios, or  in  Chthonic Ear th
form as the heroic cu lt  of Herakles, whose 12
Labors a re the symbol of a ll t hose who choose
to cleanse the human wor ld of it s monsters and
illusions. In  fact , Herakles was worsh ipped a t
t wo kin ds of cu lt  sit es, on e for  t h e im m or t a l
Olym pia n  a n d t h e ot h er  for  t h e h er o of t h e
Ear th , glory of Hera  (She of the 4 yea r  cycle of
50 luna t ions). Bu t  he was the on ly hero to be
worsh ipped as an  immor ta l, un t il the Mithra ic
degenera t ion  in to an imal sacr ifice once aga in .

Orpheus, and the ascet ic "Orphic life," with
it s r eligious sacramen t s focused on  un iver sa l
myster ies, can  be though t  of a s the immedia te
precursor  to Chr ist , for  the fact  tha t  Orpheus,
like Ch r is t  wh o su per ceded h im , wish ed t o
br in g a n  en d  t o wh a t  J a n e  H a r r is on
character izes thusly:

On  t h e a lt a r  of h is  Un kn own  God
through  a ll the ages man  pa thet ica lly
offer s  t h e h oloca u st  of h is  r ea son .
(Prolegom ena to T he S tudy of Greek
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R eligion , 505)

In  h is screenplay for  Orphee, produced in
1949 a ft er  he had left  t he F rench  Resist ance
m ovem en t , Coct ea u  wr ot e (t h r ou gh  Ma r ia
Ca sa r es  p la yin g t h e ch a r a ct er  of Orphee's
Dea th):

Som e su ppose H e (God, t h e Un iver sa l
Mystery) th inks of us;
Some tha t  He th inks us;
Others tha t  He dreams us - a  bad dream!
Yet  a s  a n  in it ia t e  in  t h e  H er m et ic

Myst er ies, Coct eau  was h in t ing a t  t he Silen t
Wa t ch er , Sa n a t  Ku m a r a , Melch izedek , t h e
E t er n a l An cien t  of Da ys  wh ich  P h a n es
especia lly represen ts.

Mith raic  Zu rvan , th e  Lon g Body of
th e  Solar Syste m

From our  geocen t r ic and 5-sensory human
poin t  of view, we cannot  see the sola r  a tom in
it s t r u e n a t u r e, on ly t h r ou gh  exer cise of ou r
mind's eye. As for  the ga lact ic a tom, a ll we can
per ceive of it  is  a  squ a sh ed a ccr et ion  disk ,
simila r  t o conven t iona l r epresen ta t ions of t he
sola r  syst em. We do not  immedia tely perceive
eit h er  in  livin g st r et ch ed-ou t  m ot ion  except
over  t ime.

Th e dyn a m ic n a t u r e of bot h  ca n  be m ost
easily visua lized as the "Long Body of the Sola r
Syst em" (or  ga laxy) posit ed by Rodney Collin
in  h is Theory of Celest ia l In fluence. While the
Sun  is ca r r ied spira lly round the ga laxy as the
ga la xy is  m ovin g "Nor t h " in  t a n dem  wit h
An dr om eda , t h e Su n  a lso m oves "Nor t h " in
r ela t ion  t o wh a t ever  set  of loca l s t a r s  or
clu s t er s  wit h in  t h e ga la xy you  ch oose t o
com pa r e it s  m ot ion  wit h . Th is  is  t h e Sola r
Apex. Allowing th is, one visua lizes 250 years of
t h e Su n 's m ot ion  in  a  st r a igh t  lin e n or t h  (1
orbit  or  circle/spira l of P lu to moving nor thward
wit h  t h e  S u n  t owa r d s  H er cu les /Vega ),
su r r ou n ded by t h e in cr ea sin gly t igh t  spr in g-
like spir a ls of t he inner  planet s, t h rough  the
increa singly dila t ed spir a l orbit s of t he ou t er
p la n et s . Wit h in  t h is  "or ga n ism " on e m a y
vis u a l ize  b ot h  g lob e s  a n d  heliocosms
(geom et r ic s t a r -like con ju n ct ion  pa t t er n s of

p la n et s  wit h  ea r t h  a n d  su n ) per iod ica lly
a lign ing with  and t r igger ing off their  own and
each  other 's planeta ry noda l axis poin ts.

As ment ioned before, heliocosms represen t
t h e spiral-cyclic a spect  of pla n et a r y mor ion ,
not  t he rotary-orbi ta l m ot ion  of t h e globes
themselves, nor  the forward-spirallic mot ion  of
the slow circu it  of planeta ry nodes a s the Sun
t r avels nor th  t h rough  space toward the Sola r
Ap e x in  H E RCU L E S  / (Ca p r icor n ) /
SAGITTARIUS, a lon g wit h  ou r  Milky Wa y
ga laxy toward (Ar ies) / P ISCES / PERSEUS in
it s dua l rota t ion  with  ANDROMEDA, our  twin
ga laxy.

There is reason  to believe tha t  the Mithra ic
Myst er ies wer e gr ea t er  t h a n  on ce im a gin ed.
The "Long Body of the Sola r  System" is easily
seen  in  t he Mith r a ic deit y Zu rva n , t he Lion -
h ea ded Cosm ocr a t or  (Ru ler  of t h e Un iver se),
wit h  2 or  4 win gs (F or wa r d/u pwa r d m ot ion )
a n d a  ser pen t  of 3-6 coils  (pla n et a r y spir a l-
cyclic orbit s) wrapped round it s tor so, with  the
Serpen t 's head peer ing ou t  over  the Lion 's like
a  u r a eu s (cobr a  t h ir d eye). Zu r va n  h olds 2
Keys t o t h e celest ia l a n d t er r est r ia l a xes, a s
well a s  a  lon g st a ff in  som e in st a n ces, t h e
grea t er  Mystery Axis (t he sh ift ing precession
axis) of wh ich  he is t he expression . He st ands
on  a  Globe cr ossed  wit h  t h e eclip t ic a n d
celes t ia l equ a t or , a n d  h a s  Th u n der bolt ,
Gor gon , or  Lion  h ea d  a t  h is  h ea r t . Th is
in terpreta t ion  is a llowable now, thanks to the
work of David Ulansey, of wh ich  more below.)
H e h a s been  ca lled Sa t u r n  or  Tim e beca u se
on ly 6 planeta ry coils encircle h is body, a s the
7t h  or  ou t er m ost  coil is  r epr esen t ed by t h e
ser pen t 's  h ea d a s u r a eu s. H owever , h e wa s
prefer red by Orph ics in  the simila r  form of the
god Phanes to r epresen t  t he innermost  coil of
the Sun , or  T ower of Fire, in  their  heliocen t r ic
Pythagorean  system.

Th e  P e rse u s  Myth  an d Mith ra
In  a  book en t it led T he Origins of the Mithraic
Mysteries (Oxford 1989), David Ulansey a rgues
per su a sively t h e iden t ifica t ion  of Mit h r a  n ot
on ly with  the Sun  and Zurvan , or  Sa tu rn  (the
ancien t  Babylon ian  ''J udge'), Cosmocra tor  and
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Ma ster  of t he pr ecession  cycle, bu t  a lso with
the Perseus cu lt , par t icu la r ly tha t  of Tarsus.

At  t h e cen t er  of t h e cu lt 's  icon ogr a ph y,
found preserved th roughout  a  grea t  number  of
m it h r a ic sa n ct u a r ies wa s t h e t a u r oct on y, or
sla yin g of t h e Bu ll of t h e pr ecedin g Ta u r ia n
Age. Th is  con st ella t ion  m u st  be con sider ed
with  2 other  a rms of the F ixed Cross (Leo and
Scor pio) t h a t  Zu r va n  r epr esen t s  (per h a ps
Aquar ius in  h is en t ir ety). On  either  side were
t h e Ca u t i a n d Ca u r opa t i t or ch bea r er s , on e
poin t ing up and t he other  down , symbolizing
t h e equ in oxes . Th e con s t ella t ion s  on  t h e
celest ia l equa tor , r a ther  than  the eclipt ic, were
sh own  in  t h e or der  of Dog (Ca n is  Min or ),
Sn a ke (H ydr a ), Cu p (Cr a t er ), Cr ow (Corvus)
and Scorpion  (Scorpio), from spr ing equ inox to
fa ll. An  in t ermedia t e t r end in  iconography is
fou n d in  t h e per va sive im a ges of t h e Lion
ba t t lin g t h e Bu ll, wh ich  m a y fin d pa r t  of it s
expla n a t ion  in  t h e pa r a gr a ph s on  Sekh m et
a bove. Dur ing a lmost  a ny Age, when  Ta u rus
sets (dies), Leo is ru ling on  the Midheaven .
  P er seu s sla yin g t h e Bu ll of t h e Ta u r ia n
Age a round the 7 BC t r iple P isces Tr igon  when
the spr ing equinox poin t  was conjunct  a  Ar iet is
m a y expla in  it s  popu la r it y wit h  edu ca t ed
Rom a n  P a t r icia n s , given  t h e r ecu r r en ce of
Zeu s ' t em ple st a r  t h r ou gh ou t  m a jor  Rom a n
histor ica l tu rn ing poin t s; and with  the Roman
m ilit a r y, t h r ou gh  it s  pom p a n d sa cr ificia l
ba n qu e t s .  Mit h r a is m  a ls o a p p ea led  t o
m u n da n e h ier a r ch ies  wit h  it s  la dder  of 7
gr a ded in it ia t ion s , for  som e, ver y like t h e
bu r ea u cr a cies of m ilit a r y or  civil ser vice. On
t h is La dder  of t h e 7 pla n et a r y sph er es, t h e
in it ia t es pur ified their  sou l's veh icles from the
p la n e t a r y  cor r e s p on d e n ce s  t o h u m a n
impur it ies, emerging a s spir it ua lized monads
in  t h e r a dia n t  ligh t  of t h e et er n a l Su n . Th is
helps illumine the ancien t s' r ecogn it ion  of the
in teract ion  of Sa turn 's ou termost  "sphere" with
tha t  of the Sun . It  is a lso suggest ive of the fact
t h a t  S a t u r n  cor r es p on d s  t o t h e  S ola r
per m a n en t  a t om , r u lin g t h e lO2,OOO yea r
Milankovit ch  cycle of 4 precession  cycles. Th is
la dder  (t o t h e Su n ) is  r em in iscen t  of t h e
E gyp t ia n  celes t ia l boa t s  wit h  7-s t epped

sta ir cases men t ioned above. Mith ra ism la st ed
a bou t  400 yea r s u n t il Ch r ist ia n it y ba n n ed it
and bu ilt  churches over  the Mith ra ic t emples,
t aking t he pa r t  of t he r eformer  Orpheus and
con t inu ing the work of J esus the Naza rene in
dr ivin g ou t  a n im a l sa cr ifice fr om  pla ces of
worsh ip.

Th e  Mit h r a ic Myst er ies  a r e gen er a lly
considered to have en tered Rome through  the 3
Mith r ida t ic Wars (88-66 BC) with  the Cilician
P ir a t es  of Ta r su s, fr om  t h e 86 BC Ca n cer
Tr igon  to the 66 BC Pisces Tr igon , and to have
flou r ished th rough  the F ir e and Ea r th  Tr igon
per iods:
AD Trigon

134 Sagittariu s  Tr igon  An t on in u s  P iu s
encouraged in t er est  in  East ern  cu lt s t h rough
the Virgo Tr igon  of 154;

173 Ar i e s  T r i g o n  I n  1 7 7  t h e
Cels u s /Or igen  con t r over s y p r o a n d  con
Mithra ism raged on;

193 Sagittariu s  Trigon  In  195 Commodus
beca m e a  Mit h r a ic in it ia t e a n d dr ew in  t h e
Rom a n  a r is t ocr a cy, dem a n d in g t h e  t it le
Hercules Romanus, as well as Sol Invictus;

233 Ari e s  Tr i g o n  Alexa n der  Sever u s
br ou gh t  ea st er n  t r oops in t o Ger m a n y fr om
222-235, in t roducing Mithra ism to the Gauls;

253 Ca p ric o rn  Trig o n  Va ler ia n u s (253-
260) fou gh t  off t h e Allem a n i a n d r esu r gen t
Persian  Zoroast r ians dur ing the Ear th  Tr igon;

273 Virg o  Trigon   Au r elia n  fou n ded in
273 the public cu lt  of Sol Invictus, a ft er  being
r espon sible for  bu r n in g down  t h e Libr a r y a t
Alexandr ia ;

312 Ca p r i c o r n  Tr i g o n  I n  3 0 7  a t
Carnun tum, Dioclet ian  decreed Mith ra  Pa t ron
of the Empire;

332- L i b r a T r i g o n  J u lia n  t h e Apost a t e
r evived t h e Myst er ies du r in g h is a scen t  a n d
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in t roduced them to Constan t inople a s soon  a s
h e r ea ch ed t h e t h r on e (361) (J u pit er -Sa t u r n
Opposit ion  a t  4,9,3/362-3; 27 P ices/Virgo, 5,
14 Ar ies/Libra);

352 Ar i e s  Tr i g o n  D u r in g  3 6 1  t h e
Pa t r ia rch  George of Alexandr ia  precipit a t ed a
r iot  by a t t em pt in g t o bu ild a  ch u r ch  on  t h e
r u in s of a  m it h r a eu m  a n d wa s m a r t yr ed on
Chr istmas Eve 361, the eve of Mithra 's bir th  a t
t h e win t er  solst ice - h en ce Ch r ist m a s it self
lit er a lly was bu ilt  over  Mith ra  a s well a s t he
familia r  Sa turna lia  solst ice;

372 Ca p ri c o rn  Trigon  At  t h is  E a r t h
Tr igon  t h e fir st  execu t ion s of m yst er y sch ool
in it ia t es  t ook  p la ce  (371), en cou r a gin g
Ch r ist ia n  m obs wh o sla u gh t er ed su spect s in
the mithra ic sanctuar ies;

394 Libra Trigon  By 394 Theodosius had
eradicated Mithraic worship, the Trigon moving into
AIR.

Tau ru s  an d Scorpio  in  th e  Mith raic
Myste rie s

  Taurus-scorpio is a lways associa ted
icon ogr a ph ica lly a s  a  t r ia d of Mit h r a  wit h
Ca u t es  a n d  Ca u t opa t es , t h eir  r espect ive
t or ch es  poin t in g u pwa r d  a n d  down wa r d ,
r epr esen t in g Ta u r u s  sp r in g equ in ox a n d
Scorpio fa ll equ inox. These a r e a ssocia t ed by
some as day and n igh t  hemispheres; by other s
as hemispheres divided by the equ inoxes; or  as
t er r es t r ia l a n d  celes t ia l sph er es  veilin g
Dionysos and Zeus r espect ively. In  t h is sense
they were understood as the Dioscuroi, and the
K a b ir ia n  D a ct yls  of t h e  Samothracian
Myst er ies . Th ey a r e son s  of Zeu s  a s  wa s
Dionysos. In  the Orph ic t r adit ion  they a re the
Bu ll-Ser pen t  (Za gr eu s-Sa ba zios), a n d ca n  be
in t er pr et ed (J ou rn al of E soteric Psych ology
Vol.4, N o.2) in  ascending sign ificance as:

1. Th e Ta u r u s /Scor p io equ in ox per iod
(4000-2000 BC) con qu er ed by a n  Ar ies Age
Perseus-Mithra  slaying the Taurus Age Bull a t
t h e P leia des (da u gh t er s  of At la s  a ssocia t ed

with  Sa tu rn) with  the sword from  α Ar iet is of
Zeus;

2. The fixing of the en t ir e precession  cycle
a t  t h e P leia des a s "ou r  [sola r  syst em 's] own
cent ra l condit ion ing sta r" (EA 111);

3. Th e Ta u r u s/Scor pio a xis of t h e Sir ia n
System of 7 Suns (the 7 sola r  syst ems) wh ich
h a s been  t h e a xis sin ce 380 AD (Ta u r u s)/l34
BC (Scor pio), a n d  will be u n t il 2548 AD
(Gemini)/ 2OO7 AD (Sagit ta r ius)

4 .  T h e  T a u r u s lS cor p io a x i s  of
Aldeba ran /An ta res subst it u t ing for  t he Or ion
Associa t ion /Scorpio-C e n t a u r u s  Associa t ion
bor der s  of ou r  Gou ld  Belt /Loca l Sys t em
subgalaxy in  the Or ion  Arm of the Milky Way.

The da tes above a re based on  modern  30
bou n da r ies of t h e zodia ca l sign s, a s well a s
u pon  t h e pr esen t ly h ypot h esized m em ber s of
t h e S ir ia n  Sys t em  of 7 su n s  (J ou rn al of
Esoteric Psychology, Vol.4, N o.2). However , 134
BC, based on  a  Ophiuchus (Sir ian  sta r ), is very
near  the da te of the Stoic Posidonius of Tarsus'
b ir t h  (c. 135), a s  well a s  t h e  yea r  of
H ippa r ch os' (c. 190-126 BC) discover y of t h e
precession  cycle in  128 BC (1 P isces Tr igon  in
126 BC), bot h  im plica t ed in  t h e or igin s  of
western  Mithra ism.

An drom e da's  Fam ily
I had wondered for  a  long t ime the place of

Per seus a s one of t he heroic cu lt s - Hercu les
being a ssocia t ed with  Lion  and Sun ; Orpheus
wit h  t h e in t er a ct ion  bet ween  Apollo a n d
Dionysos, Zeus/Kronos, Uranian /Chthonic cu lt s
(See J ane Har r ison , P rolegomena  to the S tu d y
of Greek  R eligion , NY: Mer idia n , 1960). Th e
t h em e of P er seu s ' m a r r ia ge t o An dr om eda
(“r u le r  of m en "),  d a u gh t e r  of Cepheus
a ndCa ssiopeia , a ll const ella t ions found a long
wh a t  I  h a ve ca lled t h e P er seu s/Ca ssiopeia
Tr a in  of Clu st er  Syst em s (J ou rn al  E soteric
Psychology Volum e 4, N um ber 2, p.49) seemed
in t r igu ing, and I wondered if t hese fact s were
not  r ecogn ized and mythologized in  some way
by a n t iqu it y. Ast r on om ica lly, t h e P er seu s
clust er s a re a ssocia t ed with  ARIES and those
of An d r om ed a 's  p a r en t s , Cep h eu s  a n d
Cassiopeia , with  PISCES. Appropr ia te enough .
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Or  wa s it  merely t he emergence of collect ive
unconscious mass psych ic presen t iment , easily
dism issed per  se by u n r eflect ive la n d-sh a r k-
like heur ist ico-stochast ic  maneuverers  among
even   less   r eflect ive eviden ce-h oa r d in g,
number-crunching rodent ine lemmings?

Wer e t h e a n cien t s a wa r e of ou r  ga la xy's
dua l r ot a t ion  with  t he ANDROMEDA ga la xy
toward the constella t ion  PERSEUS when  they
fr amed the myth  of her  r escue by Per seus on
con dit ion  of h er  pa r en t s ' con sen t  t o t h eir
mar r iage? Did they know tha t  ou r  Milky Way
ga laxy will merge with  the Andromeda  ga laxy
around 4 billion  years from now?

Ou r  ga la xy is  r ot a t in g edge-on  t owa r d
P E RSE US [7 (Gem in i) 35] a n d t h is posit ion
would have coincided with  the spr ing equ inox
in  1095 BC (ca lcu la t ing on ly precession  mot ion
withou t  other  va r ia bles). Th is mea ns from c.
1094 BC to c. 1335 AD the dir ect ion  wou ld be
in  the con stel la t ion  ARIE S, t h e s ign  of t h e
previous Age toward which  the Greek Temples
t o Zeu s wer e a lign ed. In  fa ct , t h e equ in ox
would have been  con junct  α Ar iet is a t  4 Ar ies
in  741 BC, wh ich  h a ppen ed t o con ju n ct  a n
Ar ies Grand Tr igon  tha t  yea r  in  O Ar ies. The
Venus heliocosm tha t  yea r  in  ea r ly Apr il was
a t  c. 7 Ar ies, a  ra re long-cycle occur rence.

Th is da t e is 12 yea r s, or  a  J u pit er  cycle,
from the t r adit iona l founding of Rome in  753
BC; 35 yea r s or  3 J upit er  cycles from the fir st
Olympiad in  776 BC; close t o t he st a r t  of t he
ea r liest  in t en sive Gr eek  set t lem en t  of I t a ly
(750-600 BC), sou th  from Cuma e a nd Ba y of
Na ples, ca lled Ma gn a  Gr a ecia . Th is  is  ver y
close t o t h e t im e r a n ge for  t h e fou n din g of
Cumae, famous for  it s Cumaean  Sibyl and for
t h e Or a cle  of t h e Dea d  a n d  Tem ple t o
Persephone. A Tr igon  la t er  (721) the Ten  Lost
Tr ibes were depor ted from Pa lest ine by Sargon
II.

5. Cla im an ts  To Me ss iah h ood
At  the tu rn  of the precessiona l Wheel from

Ar ies  t o P isces , cla im a n t s  t o messiahhood
in clu ded Alexa n der  (336 BC), P t olem y Sot er
(322 BC), P tolemy Epiphanus (205 BC), J u lius
Caesar  (42 BC), Caesa r  Augustus (27 BC), and

Elagaba lus, "God from on  High" (218 AD).
We sh ou ld n ot  n eglect  on e of t h e m ost

in t er es t in g of t h ese cla im a n t s , An t ioch u s
E p ip h a n e s  (r u le d  1 7 5 -1 6 4 ),  w h o w a s
r espon sible for  J er u sa lem 's "Abom in a t ion  of
Desola t ion" - fir st  plunder ing the Temple (169),
t h en  set t in g u p a n  im a ge a n d a lt a r  t o Zeu s,
F r ien d  of S t r a n ger s  (167), a n d  fin a lly
sacr ificing upon  it  10 days la ter  with  dionysiac
reveling under  a  Venus-Mars con junct ion  - a ll
of wh ich  in spir ed t he Maccabean  Revolt  (166
on ) a n d  h elped  in s t it u t e t h e F es t iva l of
H a n n u ka h  or  t h e pu r ifica t ion  of t h e Alt a r
exact ly 3 yea r s a ft er  it s sacr ificia l desecra t ion
(164) wit h  t h e sa cr ifice of t h e h a r vest  fir s t
fr u it s . Th is r em in ds u s of Ch r ist 's  clea n sin g
t h e Tem ple of a n im a l sa cr ifice. Th e Scor pio
Tr igon  occu r r ed in  Sept em ber  165, con ju n ct
Mars by 9 orb.

In  169 BC, ju st  a  J u pit er  cycle a ft er  t h e
s e n a t or i a l  d e cr e e  "D e  Bacchana libus,"
Ant iochus IV Epiphanes (175-164) sacked the
Tem ple a n d m u r der ed a n d t or t u r ed m a n y
cit izens of J erusa lem. On October  14, 5:40 PM,
Nept u n e, Ven u s a n d Ma r s a s even in g st a r s
wer e con ju n ct  a t  8 Scor pio, 20 a bove t h e
set t ing Sun  a t  the 1 Gemini J ewish  new moon
of Sukkoth .

In  167, Ant iochus retu rned to plunder  and
murder  aga in . On  15th  Ch islev (1  Macc 1.54)
or  Decem ber  6, h e "er ect ed  a  desola t in g
sa cr ilege u pon  t h e a lt a r ," bu r n t  in cen se
th roughou t  t he cit y a nd bu rn t  a ll t h e sa cr ed
books he could lay hands on . It  was a  fu ll Moon
r is in g in  Gem in i on  t h e h or izon , t h e Su n
having set  with  Mars and Venus in  Capr icorn
as even ing sta r s. Mercury con junct  Neptune in
Scorpio were square P lu to on  the MC.
On  25 Ch islev (I Macc 1.59) or  December  16,
t he eve of t he Coun t ry Dionysia  of t ha t  yea r
(Cit y Dion ysia  in  la t e J a n u a r y), An t ioch u s
offer ed a  bu r n t  sa cr ifice on  t h e a lt a r  a n d
t or t u r ed  or  k illed  t h ose wh o wou ld  n ot
par t icipa te in  the debauched r it es (2 Macc 6.ff).
Ma r s  a n d  Ven u s  in  Ca pr icor n  wer e s t ill
even ing st a r s a bou t  t o disa ppea r  in  t he next
week, a  Scorpio Moon  and Neptune conjuncted
Sa t u r n  in  Libr a , wh ile Ur a n u s wa s a t  MC
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wh en  t h e  even in g fes t ivit ies  bega n . A
pa r t icu la r ly der a n ged celebr a t ion  m u st  h a ve
been  con templa ted for  some t ime, given  Venus
and Mars' nea r -con junct ion  dance a s even ing
sta r s for  a lmost  4 months, st a r t ing in  the hea t
of la te August , and a r r iving with  the fu ll Moon
on  5-6 Decem ber . Or gia st ic r it es m u st  h a ve
proven  ir resist ible to those so predisposed. The
Romans defiled their  own  God in  th is ca se by
ca lling Him Zeus, "Fr iend of St rangers," given
their  t rea tment  of the loca ls.

In  164, exact ly 3 yea r s la t er  on  25 Chislev
(1 Ma cc 4 .52), t h e  fir s t  H a n n u k a h  wa s
celebr a t ed for  8 da ys t o pu r ify t h e a lt a r , a
t radit ion  tha t  con t inues to th is day. This was a
year  a ft er  Scorpio Tr igon  of 165 con junct  Mars
a nd Neptune, both  squa re Venus in  Leo a nd
Plu to in  Aquar ius. Moon, Uranus and α Ar iet is
(Zeus' t emple sta r ) were a ll con junct , iron ica lly
for  the Romans.

P a r a llel t o a ll t h is wa s t h e Revolt  of t h e
Ma cca bees , wh ich  t ook  p la ce du r in g t h e
"Abomina t ion  of Desola t ion" of the defilemen t
of the Temple in  167. An  old pr iest  Mat ta th ias
wa s t h e fir st  t o r esist , sla yin g a  Syr ia n  wh o
or der ed h im  t o celebr a t e. H e fled wit h  h is 5
sons in to the h ills, bu t  died the next  year  (166),
wh ile h is  son s  k ept  u p  t h e r evolt . J u da s
Ma cca ba eu s  r et ook  J er u sa lem  in  164 a n d
r em oved t h e st a t u e of Zeu s a n d clea r ed t h e
Tem ple. Wh ile t h e Tem ple r ededica t ion  wa s
bein g celebr a t ed  a s  t h e fir s t  H a n n u k a h ,
An t iochus was ordered t o collect  t axes in  t he
East , bu t  upon  hear ing of the news, died on  h is
wa y ba ck . N ot e  t h a t  t h e  Ven u s -Ma r s
con ju n ct ion s occu r r ed on  a ll t h e s ign ifica n t
yea r s of th is episode:  10/13/169 in  8 Scorpio;
9/9/167 in  27 Libr a ; 6/27/166 in  4 Gem in i;
and 5/15/164 in  18 Taurus - a  Scorpio th rough
Taurus cycle, aga in ...

Wh ile Rom e wa s pr ou d of su ppr ess in g
h u m a n  sa cr ifice a m on g t h e Celt ic Ga u ls a n d
Br it on s; t h e lsr a elit es of r epr essin g it  in  t h e
su r r ou n din g wa r r in g t r ibes a n d wit h in  t h eir
own ranks, "golden  ca lf" inciden ts breaking ou t
fr om  t im e t o t im e; t h e Ch r is t ia n s  fu t ilely
d r ea m t  of s u p p r es s in g a n im a l s a cr ifice
a lt oget h er , t h ou gh  it  m u st  be sa id t h a t  a ll

t h r ee gr ou ps  h a d  t h eir  sm a ll veget a r ia n
sch ools, pa r t icu la r ly a m on g sect s con sider ed
"heret ica l."

Since we have st a r t ed the topic of Scorpio
Tr igon s, per h a ps a  closer  exa m in a t ion  will
r evea l somewha t  the psychosocia l "dyscrasia s"
pr edisposin g t o t h e J udaeo-Chr ist ian-lslamic
st r u ggles wit h  r iver s  of blood wh ich  a r e so
much  a  pa r t  of biblica l and h istor ica l lore, not
to men t ion  the 2000-yea r  Chr ist ian  emphasis
on  t h e  b lood y cr u cifix ion ,  d is t r a ct in g
H u m a n it y's  a t t en t ion  fr om  t h e sp ir it u a l
fou n t a in  of Ch r is t 's  Resu r r ect ion  a n d H is
living depict ion  of t he fir st  5 in it ia t ions (See
Alice A. Bailey's From  Beth lehem  to Calvary).

One of the purposes of the Aquar ian  Age is
t o br in g a bou t  t h e m a st er y of Ma r t ia l a n d
Sa tu rn ian  forces by Venus, the Ea r th 's Ray II
s ou l  of L ove -Wis d om , t h e  in t e l l ige n t
coopera t ion  of the mind's gra sp of the in fin it e
U n k n own  a n d  t h e h ea r t 's  won der  a t  t h e
fa t h om less m yst er y of u n iver sa l ph en om en a
and life. As Socra tes migh t  have sa id, withou t
a  Quest ion  there is no Revela t ion .

6. Th e  P isce an  Adve n t
J e w s, Rom an s , an d Ch ris tian s  Du rin g  th e

War of th e  Cale n dars

Tim e s  Rom an
I t  wa s  12 BC wh en  H a lley's  com et

st r et ch ed a cr oss t h e sky. Au gu st u s, n ot  yet
secure enough  to decla re h imself Emperor , had
ju st  r et u r n ed t o Rom e a ft er  4 yea r s  spen t
secu r in g Ga u l. Th is yea r  h is br ot h er  Dr u su s
drove the Sicambr i ou t  of Gau l and a  r ela t ive
n a m ed N er o (a n  ea r lier  on e) in gr a t ia t ed
h im s e l f by  a t t a ck in g P a n n on ia  (n or t h
Yugoslavia ), which  Tiber ius conquered la ter  in
t h e  s a m e  yea r .  Lep id u s , fr om  a  t h a t
perpet ra ted severa l a t t empts on  Augustus' life,
died as Pont ifex Maximus, with  the resu lt  tha t
Au gu st u s a ssu m ed vir t u a l t ot a lit y of power
under  th is t it le (lit . "br idge bu ilder" - head civil
en gin ee r  a n d  m a s t e r  of t h e  r e l igiou s
ca lendars).

Baiae
Lir e in  Rom e wa s  p lea sa n t , bu t  t h e
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Summer  Cour t  in  decaden t  Ba iae had an  even
gr ea t er  a ppea l t o t h is  cr owd. Ba ia e wa s a
famed spa  above Naples and Vesuvius where a
m ost  a n cien t  Tem ple t o t h e Un der wor ld a n d
Oracle of the Dead were loca ted, the 300 ya rd
long subter ranean  en t rance passage a ligned to
heliaca l sunset  a t  summer  solst ice (J une 21).
Here is where Ulysses consu lt ed h is mother ,
and Aeneas h is fa ther  for  gu idance. The scores
of bu r ia l t ablet  in scr ipt ions in  Magna  Graecia
(S . I t a ly) bea r  wit n ess  t o it s  im por t a n ce,
descr ibing the two wells a t  it s en t rance - one of
for get fu ln ess  a n d  t h e ot h er  of clea r  cold
memory. "I am a  ch ild of Ea r th  and of Sta r ry
Heaven , bu t  my race is tha t  of Heaven  a lone..."
"As a  k id I  h a ve fa llen  in t o m ilk ..." Sou ls in
P yt h a gor ea n  Or ph ism  wer e con s ider ed  t o
a scen d t o h ea ven  in  Ca pr icor n  a n d fa ll ba ck
in to rebir th  in  Cancer , milk represen ted by the
Milky Wa y (see, e.g., P or ph yr y, Th e Ca ve of
the Nymphs).

Worsh ip here dur ing Augustus' t ime was to
Apollo, s in ce t h e Or ph ic t r a n s la t ion  fr om
Dionysos to Apollo, or  Ea r th -cen tered to Sun-
cen t er ed r eligion  wa s com plet e. Cyclopea n
wa lls of t he Apollon ian  sh r ine t ha t  cover  t he
en t rance to the ancien t  Oracle da te to a round
5t h  or  6t h  cen t u r y BC, a n d a r e t h em selves
cover ed  by Au gu st a n  a n d la t er , N er on ia n
br ickwork. A tunnel climbs above th is maze of
over lays to open  in to a  20-foot  sha ft  under  the
Tem ple of t h e Dioscu r i, or  Gem in i, in  wh ose
con st ella t ion  Sir iu s  wa s t h en  t o be fou n d.
Zagreus or  the hor r ific aspect  of Dionysus from
Crete was the son  of Zeus and Persephone, h is
br ot h er  H a des ' wife. Or ph eu s ' m iss ion  t o
r efor m  t h e r it es  of Dion ysu s , in  h is  du a l
iden t ifica t ion  a s  Za gr eu s-Dion ysu s /ApoI lo,
descr ibed  h is  fa t e  a t  t h e  h a n ds  of t h e
Maenads/Muses.

P re cu rsors  to  th e  Ch ris tian  Adve n t
The Temple of t he Dioscur i a s well a s t he

more ancien t  Oracle and Temple of Hades and
P er seph on e wer e on ce m a jor  cen t er s  of t h e
Orphic Cult  which  Virgil promoted th rough  the
Aeneid, many consider  th is cu lt  to be the most
cr ed ib le  con t em p or a r y p r ecu r s or  t o t h e

Chr ist ia n  a dven t , with  it s pa r a llel t hemes of
im m or t a lit y, dea t h  a n d  r esu r r ect ion . To
illust ra te the messian ic ideas pervasive dur ing
t h e per iod, Vir gil's  4t h  E clogu e is a pt : "Now
the Virgin  retu rns, now the kingdom of Sa turn
retu rns, now a  new progeny is sen t  down from
heaven ..." While a t  t he Adven t  of t he P iscean
Age, P isces is  seen  fu lly a t  Su n r ise on  t h e
spr in g equ in ox, it  is  Vir go wh ich  is  seen  a ll
n igh t , Rising a t  Sunset , and cou ld be sa id t o
com m a n d a s Mist r ess t h e precessiona l n igh t
sky for  the next  2000 years. For  while one sta r
is seen  a ll day, billions a r e seen  t h rough  the
n igh t . H er e on e r eca lls  a  s im ila r  sym bolic
perspect ive presen t  in  the cha racter  of "Queen
of t he Nigh t " in  Moza r t 's  ma son ic opera  The
Ma gic F lu t e, wh ose da u gh t er  wa s t a ken  a s
ward by Sarast ro, Hierophant  among a  band of
Sola r  in it ia t es  in  t h e Myst er ies  of Is is  a n d
Osir is. The st a r  Spica  was most  prominen t  a t
the Assumpt ion  (see below), con junct  t he new
(Da r k ) Moon  (“Qu een  of t h e N igh t "), a n d
resona tes with  Virgil's prophecy. The spike of
whea t  or  r a ther  t h ree ea r s of whea t  (Ar t emis
t r igem in is, - t r iceph a los) a r e fou n d eit h er  a t
t he t a il or  a t  t he sword-wound a t  t he neck of
the Bull in  the Mithra ic tauroctony.

Back at Baiae
Mea n wh ile, Ca esa r  Au gu s t u s  h a d  t h e

Sa n ct u a r y t o H a des a n d P er seph on e br icked
up (shades of Pen theus or  Ant igone, anyone?)
and Drusus bu ilt  a  summer  villa  for  h is wife
Anton ia , where she kept  a  pool of black moray
eels  wit h  golden  ea r r in gs  for  t h eir  gills ,
h a t ch ed  u n d er  m ys t er iou s  r i t es  t o t h e
const ella t ion  Draco (Taur t -Isis in  Egypt ), and
r ea dy a t  a n y m om en t  t o be con su lt ed  on
mat ter s of grave impor t . Anton ia , sist er  to the
fu tu r e Emperor  Tiber iu s under  whom Chr ist
wa s  cr u cified, wa s  m ot h er  t o Ger m a n icu s ,
L iv i l l a ,  a n d  t h e  E m p e r or  C la u d iu s ,
grandmother  to Ca ligu la  th rough  Germanicus,
a n d gr ea t -gr a n dm ot h er  t o Ner o, wh o la t er
appropr ia t ed her  villa . In  those days, she was
noted for  her  grea t  vir tue, chast ity, and a lmost
u n h ea r d of fidelit y (a t  lea st  in  Ba ia e) t o h er
h u sba n d, Dr u su s. In t er est in g fa m ily. I  keep
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won der in g if Au gu st u s ' su ppr ess ion  of t h e
dionysiac Sola r /P lu to cu lt s had anyth ing to do
with  the t rouble with  h is r ela t ives tha t  helped
sweep the Roman Empire so qu ickly in to decay
and effete tumescence.

P ale stin e
M os t  a s t r on om e r /a s t r ologe r s  s t a r t

sea rch ing for  the bir th  of Chr ist  between  7 BC,
a r ou n d wh en  E m per or  Au gu st u s ca lled for  a
new census, and the dea th  of Herod in  ea r ly 4
BC of a  disea se gen er a lly con sider ed t o be
ca n cer ou s. Sin ce t h e n ot or iou s H er od sou gh t
and killed a ll ch ildren  under  the age of 2 years,
a ccording t o biblica l lor e, it  may be a ssumed
tha t  t h is t ends to indica t e t he per iod 7-5 BC.
H e m a y h a ve been  h edgin g h is  bet s  by
reach ing back a  year  before the then  suspected
da t e of bir t h , t o make su re he er adica t ed h is
compet it ion . Bu t  he migh t  have a t t empted the
Sla u gh t er  of t h e In n ocen t s  ju s t  befor e h is
dea th , in  4 BC, since even  a t  tha t  la t e t ime he
h a d h er ded a ll t h e d is t in gu ish ed J ews of
J udaea  in to the stadium of J er icho, planning to
pu t  t h em  t o dea t h  u n t il Sa lom e a n d h er
husband in tervened a t  the la st  moments of h is
a gon ized  dea t h . H is  r a t ion a le m a y h a ve
in volved a  viciou s ego's  dem on ia c n eed for
mourners, even  if not  h is own.

Ma n y s u gges t ion s  h a ve  been  m a d e
a t t em pt in g t o expla in  t h e St a r  in  t h e E a st
m en t ion ed by t h e ph ysicia n  Lu ke (ch . 2).
Ast ronomica lly, the conjunct ions of J upiter  and
Sa t u r n  in  7 BC h a ve been  su ggest ed, a lon g
with  a  nova  men t ioned in  the Ch inese anna ls
for  6 BC and a  comet  in  March  and Apr il of 5
BC. Th is la t t er  was visible for  70 days in  t he
Ch in ese con s t e lla t ion  of Ch ih  N eu , t h e
"Weaving Sist er ," t he br igh t est  st a r  of wh ich
wa s  Vega , t h e Ba bylon ia n  "Messen ger  of
Ligh t ," Assyr ian   "J udge of Heaven ," Egypt ian
"Ma a t ," a n d t h e H in du  "Vict or iou s" u n der
which  the gods had conquered the asuras.

Tr iple con junct ions of the Tr igon  genera lly
occu r  a t  400 yea r  in t er va ls , t h e 19t h -20t h
cen t u r ies h a vin g been  blessed wit h  4: 1802
Virgo; 1821-2 Ar ies; 1940-1 Taurus; and 1981
Libra . The or igina l Greek of Luke employs the

word "st r a t ia " (ligh t , sma ll st a r , host  [modern
Gr .] a rmy), r a ther  t han  "a st era " (st a r ), wh ich
seem s t o em ph a s ize ligh t  over  s t a r . Th e
"plet h a s st r a t ia s  ou r a n ou " is  s im ila r  t o t h e
"st ra t ia  tou  ouranou" of Act s 7.42, the accoun t
of St eph en  t h e fir s t  m a r t yr , wh ich  pa ssa ge
(refer r ing to Amos 5.25) is used pejora t ively to
a r gu e J ewish  s t a r  a n d  idol wor sh ip  a s
t r a dit ion a l a n d  deca den t . Am os, h owever ,
celebr a t es Or ion  a n d t h e P leia des a t  5.8 a s
God's cr ea t ion s, wh ile St eph en  is  st on ed for
a sser t ing t ha t  "God does not  dwell in  houses
made by hands," a rgu ing tha t  it  was wrong for
Solom on  t o bu ild t h e Tem ple a t  a ll. P er h a ps
J esus' pa rable of the Vin tner  in  Mark 12 refers
to Stephen  the 1st  mar tyr  as well a s to h imself
"the very stone which  the bu ilders rejected has
become the head of the corner" as the fir st  of a
lon g lin e of Ch r ist ia n  m a r t yr s. Ch r ist  spoke
t h is , per h a ps a s  a  m u lt i-leveled sym bol of
group consciousness, wh ile being in t er roga ted
by ch ief pr iest s, scr ibes and elders, su r rounded
by a  mult itude which  served to discourage the
react ionar ies from a r rest ing h im with  perhaps
a  simila r  ston ing in  mind. This iden t ifica t ion  of
Stephen  with  t he corner stone and Chr ist  is a
bea u t ifu l im a ge of a  livin g ch u r ch  bu ilt  of
livin g bein gs in  m yst ica l u n ion  in  ser vice of
humanity - the Myst ica l Body of the Chr ist  and
the Communion  of Sa in ts.

However , to modern  church  ‘mania’ the ca ll
for  a  church  not  "made by hands" migh t  sound
like a  ba t t le cry for  someth ing akin  to Islamic
or  Red Gu a r d fu n da m en t a list  icon ocla sm . It
migh t  seem blasphemous, since in  the modern
r it es  of m ost  sect s , r eligiou s bu ildin gs a r e
in d is p en s a ble  for  s e r vice  of t h e  coffee
sacramen t . Tongue in  cheek, t h is r eflect s t he
m od e r n  t r en d  of s ecu la r  s e r vice  (cf.
Dostoevsky's prophecy, "The Grand Inqu isitor"
ch a pt er  in  Th e Br ot h er s Ka r a m a zov), wh ich
dem on st r a t es a  pr im a r y a ch ievem en t  of t h e
P iscean  Age bread to the masses, even  if it  is
u sed a s a  t ool for  policies  of "low-in t en sit y
con flict ." Never t h eless, u sin g "a st er a " m igh t
have got ten  Luke in to rea l hot  water .

To add to the confusion , t he gods cit ed by
St eph en  befor e h is  dea t h  a r e Moloch  t h e
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Ba bylon ia n -P h oen icia n  lu n a r  Bu ll-Kin g of
Ammon demanding ch ild sacr ifice, and the sta r
of t h e god  Reph a n  (Rem ph a n , Ch iu n ), or
Sa turn . Stephen  seems to h in t  provoca t ively a t
J ewish  lu n a r  a n d a n cest or  wor sh ip  of t h e
h u m a n  Abr a h a m  a s  a n  a t a vis t ic cla n  cu lt ,
wit n es s  - Abr a h a m , "F a t h er  on  H igh ,"
(Babylonian  Moon god of Ur , Abu-ramuk Sarah
a n d Milka h , (Ba byl. Sa r r a t u  a n d Milka t u ,
qu een  a n d pr in cess  t it les  of Moon  goddess
Is t u r ); h is  fa t h er  Ter a h  (Ba byl. Terakhu ,
ga zelle t ot em  of t h e Moon ). I t  is  n eedless t o
ment ion  cyclic pa ra llels of Moon and Sa turn  to
ast rologers.

Am os , on  t h e ot h er  h a n d , m en t ion ed
wor sh ip  of Kin g Ka iwa n  (Ba byl. Kaa inu ,
Kiyun , Kivan; Gr . k iu n  ["pilla r "]) or  Sa t u r n ,
and Assyr ian  Sakku th  (close t o Sukkoth , t he
J ewish  r ea pin g fes t iva l), fr om  t h e Sem it ic
"saqu ," or  Pole Sta r . Both  suggest  the t en t , or
t a ber n a cle  p il la r /ch u r ch  s p ir e /t en t  p ole
em p h a s ized  in  J u d a eo-Ch r is t ia n -I s la m ic
religion .

Th er e seem s  t o be som e pa t h et ica lly
human, bu t  typica l, sublimina l self-ha t red and
confused aggression  on  a ll sides. Here we come
back to a  h igher  theme of seeking God with in ,
im m a n en t  a s  well a s  t r a n scen den t , t h e
message of Chr ist  and Buddha , a s well a s of
t h e esot er ic br a n ch es  of h igh  m ys t icism
hounded and per secu ted in  a ll r eligions (Sufis
and Baha i in  Ir an , most  r ecen t ly). Th is "neo-
p s e u d o-con s e r va t i s m " (r e a d  "p r a ct ice d
r ea ct ion ism ") of t h e per iod seem s cu r iou s ,
a lbeit  h is t or ica lly t yp ica l, s in ce J oseph u s
sta tes the fact  tha t  the Temple of Solomon was
or ien t ed  t o t h e su n , a ft er  t h e fa sh ion  of
Egypt ian  t emples, pa r t icu la r ly t ha t  of Isis a t
the Pyramids. Sir  Norman  Lockyer  makes the
poin t  tha t  these t emples were open  to the east
and closed completely to the west , and tha t  the
F ir s t  Tem ple  wa s  or ien t ed  t owa r ds  t h e
equ inoxes, making it  possible for  J osephus to
sa y t h a t  a lt h ou gh  t h e su n  cou ld st r ea m  in t o
t h e H oly of H olies  t wice a  yea r , H ebr ew
t radit ion  a llowed the High  Pr iest  to en ter  once
on ly, facing the mult itudes with  their  backs to
the sun , dazzling their  eyes with  the r eflected

ligh t  from sa rdonyxes on  h is shou lders and h is
12-stoned  breastpla te.  According to J osephus,
t h is phenomenon  ceased 200 yea r s before h is
t ime (c. 170 BC), close to the reconsecra t ion  of
the a lt a r  and t emple by the Maccabees, a ft er
r em ova l of t h e s t a t u e t o Zeu s , F r ien d of
St rangers.

Alignmen t s of t emples t o st a r s r ema in  so
a ligned for  a round 200-300 yea r s, t hose to the
sun  for  a t  lea st  a s many thousand. Therefore,
t h e  in t r od u ct ion  of t h e  lu n a r  ca len d a r
bor r owed fr om  Ba bylon  in t o poor ly-r eca lled
J e w i s h  r e l i g i ou s  t e m p l e  r i t e s ,  n ot
m isa lign m en t , is  t h e m or e likely ca u se for
discon t inuance of the sola r  r itua l. Whereas the
ear lier  or  religious J ewish  new year  st a r t ed on
the 7th  mon th  with  t he Fest iva l of Trumpet s
a n d in clu ded t h e Da y of At on em en t , a n d
Su kkot h , t h e F est iva l of Ta ber n a cles du r in g
fa ll h a r ves t , t h e m or e r ecen t  secu la r  or
a gr icu lt u r a l n ew yea r  st a r t ed wit h  t h e fir st
new moon  a ft er  t he verna l equ inox, and both
m a d e equ in oct ia l  a lign m en t  a  d ou bt fu l
m em or y. Wh ile la t er  em ph a sis  on  P a ssover
(verna l equ inox fu ll moon) va guely r ea ligned
the ca lendar  to Ar ies nea r  the end of the Ar ies
Age, yet  t h e lu n a r  t r a dit ion s fr om  Ba bylon
were st ill adhered to.

Wh a t  a  con fu sion  of ca len da r s  - lu n a r ,
sola r  and siderea l. J u st  a s t he ea r ly Isr aelit e
t r iba list s under  Solomon  had to a sk Hiram of
Tyre with  h is master  masons and carpenters to
bu ild a  t emple for  them, a fter  a  millen ium had
passed it  is easy to see how the "or thodox" had
com plet ely los t  t h eir  wa y in  t h eir  own
t r a d it ion s , a dm it t ed ly bor r owed fr om  t h e
C h a ld e a n  U r  of Ab r a h a m , P h oe n icia
(Lebanon), and Egypt , while the more fana t ica l
s ou gh t  s a t is fa ct ion  in  s ca p egoa t s  a n d
per secu t ion . The type of cyclopean  stonework
under  t he Temple a t  J erusa lem is on ly found
a t  other  Phoenician /Lebanese sit es in  the a rea ,
su ch  a s  Tyr e a n d  Ba a lbek/H eliopolis. Th e
m a ssiven ess of P h oen icia n  fou n da t ion  st on es
was not  duplica ted even  by the Egypt ians. Yet
t h e E gyp t ia n  Sot h ic ca len da r  r econ ciled
sider ea l, sola r  a n d lu n a r  cycles a n d wa s t h e
wor ld's most  soph ist ica t ed ca lenda r  un t il t he
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19th  cen tury.

7.Ce le s tia l Eve n ts  Su rrou n din g th e
Life  of Ch ris t

In  t h is  sola r  ligh t , let  u s see a  sider ea l
ligh t . The preeminen t  Sta r  in  the East  for  th is
r egion  so in flu en ced by E gypt  a n d P h oen icia
wa s Sir iu s, du r in g t h e per iod fr om  a t  lea st
3000 BC, when  count less t emples in  Egypt , the
Near  East , Asia  Minor , Greece and Rome were
erected to celebra te the heliaca l r ising of st a r s
a t  solst ices and equinoxes. Sir ius, the br igh test
st a r  in  t h e sky, cer t a in ly dr a ws a t t en t ion  t o
it self (Cynosu ra ). It s posit ion  du r ing Chr ist 's
lifet im e wa s a t  16 Gem in i. In  sca n n in g t h e
per iod most  likely for  Chr ist 's bir th , it  is usefu l
to use luna t ions on  the Mutable Cross, wh ich
illu m in a t e t h e Gr a n d Tr igon s  of 7 BC (in
PISCES) as well as Sir ius (in  GEMINI). At  th is
poin t  it  is usefu l to make some observa t ions on
t h e r eleva n ce of t h e Mu t a ble Cr oss t o bot h
exot er ic a n d esot er ic a s t r ologer s . F or  t h e
exot er ic a st rologer , t he t endency is t o r ega rd
the caden t  signs a s lea st  effect ive in  t erms of
d em on s t r a b le  e ffect ,  a ct ivi t y  or  for ce .
Gauquelin 's work on  t he st a t ist ica l impact  of
ca den t  h ou ses  h a s  som ewh a t  a lt er ed  t h is
a t t itude. However , it  r emains to be resea rched
whether  the dir ect  a ssocia t ion  of caden t  signs
with  caden t  houses (i.e, signs iden t ified with
h ou ses) is  n ot  ju s t  a n  a r t ifa ct  of r ecen t
a st rologica l pr act ice. Since many a st rologer s,
let  a lone most  people in  genera l, have such  a
low rega rd for  "men ta l pola r iza t ion ," it  is not
r em a r k a ble t o d iscover  a  d is t in ct  la ck  of
a ppr ecia t ion  for  in t ellect u a l evolu t ion  a s  it
cr ea t es a nd r eca st s civiliza t ions, pa r t icu la r ly
since withou t  a ctua l h ist or ica l st udy or  ha rd
exper ien ce, a ppr ecia t ion  of t h is  evolu t ion
otherwise requ ires a  very broad a t t en t ion  span
indeed.

To go on  a  t angen t , t he Virgoan  computer
revolu t ion  a t  the end of the P iscean  Age, a s it
is embedded in  a  r ena issance of t echnologica l
p a r a d igm s  in clu d in g, e .g.,  fiber  op t ics ,
h ologr a ph y a n d su per con du ct ivit y, h a s given
fr esh  in sigh t  in to t he na tu re of t he mind, it s
capacity and powers, a s well a s it s con t inued

r eleva n ce in  sp it e of bein g bes ieged  a n d
su r r ou n ded  by a u t om a t a  a n d  t h e ir  by-
products, a ll th is aga in  in  spite of the financia l
n eglect  of ba sic lit er a cy a n d s im ple pu blic
educa t ion .

For  t he esot er ic a st rologer , a ll 4 mu table
s ign s  a r e r u led  on  t h e or t h odox level by
Mer cu r y a n d  J u p it er . Vir go's  r u ler s  a r e
Mer cu r y, r u lin g t h e lower  con cr et e m in d,
fol lowed  by t h e  Moon  ve il in g Vu lca n ,
s ym bolizin g t h e  fu r n a ce  of exp er ien ce
pur ifying and r econst ruct ing the subst ance of
t h e m in d  so t h a t  t h e cr it ica l n a t u r e is
t r a n sm u t ed in t o in t elligen t  com pa ssion  a n d
d is cr im in a t ion .  As  J u p i t e r  e n t e r s  on
h ier a r ch ica l levels , t h e fu sion  a n d even t u a l
con sciou s  iden t ifica t ion  wit h  t h e u n iver sa l
mind begins to br ing about  a  flour ish ing of the
spir it  in  substance and events.

Get t ing back to ou r  invest iga t ion , wha t  is
t h e r eleva n ce of dist in ct ion s a t  t h is poin t  in
t ime among lunar , sola r  and siderea l ca lendars
and a t t itudes? Dist inct ions brought  ou t  by:

1) the unusua l luna t ions of the per iod;
2) t h e em ph a sis on  t h e Mu t a ble Cr oss of
signs wh ich  a t  t he t u rn  of t he pr ecession
cy cl e  cor r e s p on d e d  d i r e c t l y  t o
constella t ions;
3) t he emphasis on  Sir iu s, t he P leiades, α
Ariet is and Spica  siderea lly.

Th e  Birth
Let 's look a t  t he heavens for  the per iod of

t h e  G r a n d  T r i g on  (J u p i t e r -S a t u r n )
con ju n ct ion s  a lon g wit h  t h e fu ll m oon s in
mutable signs to get  a  pictu re of the sequence
of vis ible celest ia l even t s  (see t op of ch a r t
page). The Grand Tr igon  of May 29 is close to
the fu ll moon  of J une 12; t ha t  of October  3 to
the fu ll moon of September  8; tha t  of December
4 qu it e close t o t he fu ll moon  of December  7.
All Tr igon  conjunct ions a re by longitude on  the
eclipt ic in  Mu t a ble sign s (con st .) except  Oct .
3rd. Yet  t he single con junct ion  of J upit er  and
Sa t u r n  by r igh t  a scen sion  (on  t h e celest ia l
equa tor ) on  September  30 was Mutable. F ive
fu ll  m oon s  a r e  in clu d ed , ca s t  on  t h e
Virgo/Pisces axis from March , 7 BC to March , 6
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BC so a s  t o pr ovide visu a l a n d t em por a l
per spect ive. Th is  a xis  is  u t ilized s in ce t h e
con junct ion  became invisible either  because of
con ju n ct ion  wit h  t h e su n  (P isces), or  less
not iceable by vir tue of r ising la ter  and la ter  in
t h e even in g (t h e yea r  fr om  Sa git t a r iu s  t o
P isces). F rom J anuary, 6 BC, it  was defin it ely
a  St a r  in  t h e West . Of cou r se, t h is wa s st ill
n ot icea ble a n d of u se t o la t e n igh t  t r a veler s
t h r ou gh  t h e deser t  (e.g., it  t ook  a r ou n d six
mon ths t o t r avel from India , less from Pet r a ,
Egypt , E th iopia  or  Yemen).

The luna t ions of March  of 7 BC as well a s
t h ose in  Ma r ch  of 6 BC wer e close t o t h e
Tr igons, which  themselves had nea rby planet s
for  dr a m a t ic effect . As  t h e Tr igon  m oved
forward the dura t ion  of a  yea r  th rough  P isces,
lu n a t ion s  in  7 BC pr esen t ed  Tr igon  a n d
planet s a s Morn ing Sta r s, wh ile those of 6 BC
displayed the Tr igon  and associa tes as Evening
Sta rs. As a  Morn ing Sta r  in  the East  for  7 BC,
it  would have been  moving or  leading West ; a s
a n  E ven in g St a r  in  t h e West , it  wou ld h a ve
a ppea r ed a s a  St a r  in  t h e E a st  du r in g n igh t
t r a vel in  t h e deser t , bu t  it  s t ill wou ld h a ve
been  leading West  with  it s diu rna l mot ion . It
wou ld on ly h a ve been  lea din g t r a veler s E a st
(fr om  t h e Medit er r a n ea n  Sea , E u r ope, t h e
Ba lkans or  Egypt ) if considered siderea lly by
a st r on om er /a st r ologer s, in  t h e con t ext  of t h e
yea r ly cycle. It  probably makes a s much  sense
tha t  t he Three Kings came from East  a s from
West , since most  coun t r ies in  both  dir ect ions
were devoted to sta r -associa ted worsh ip.

It  seems most  probable tha t  Chr ist  wou ld
h a ve been  bor n  a  P isces for  sever a l r ea son s.
Shepherds wa tch ing their  flocks by n igh t  do so
only when  ewes a re giving bir th  and the lambs
need prot ect ion  from preda tory cr ea tu res. An
a s t on ish in g E ven in g S t a r  con ju n ct ion  of
Tr igon , Mars and Moon  occur red on  Feb. 20th ,
a ll wit h in  6 or b. At  su n set  on  F eb. 27, t h e
Moon  was close to the Midheaven  and 4 from
Sir iu s, h a vin g con junct ed t he Medit er r anean
Sta r  in  the East  a t  noon  the same day. The fu ll
moon  March  5th  of 6 BC would have been  the
la s t  spect a cu la r  Tr igon  con ju n ct  Ma r s  a s
Even ing St a r , befor e being swa llowed by t he

Sun  and emerging with  a  grea t er  sepa ra t ion ,
J upit er  just  ba rely visible, for  the Apr il 3rd, 6
BC Passover  fu ll moon . There is a  chance tha t
the 70-man Sanhedr in  had delayed Passover  to
May 3rd if t he fir st  fru it s were not  r ipe. After
a ll, t ha t  included lambs for  t he r it ua l an ima l
sa cr ifices h eld in  t h e Tem ple a t  J er u sa lem .
Before Chr ist  drove ou t  the money exchangers,
he drove ou t  the sacr ificia l an imals - h is whole
pu r pose wa s t o in t r odu ce spir it u a l sa cr ifice
over  blood sa cr ifice, a n d a  Tr igon  con ju n ct
Mars and Moon seems a  most  apt  Sign , even  if
he were born  nea rer  t he fu ll moon  on  March
5th  with  the Moon  missing from the stellium.
On  t h a t  da t e it  wa s  con ju n ct  P lu t o, t h e
Equa tor  and Ascendant  a t  6 PM in  Beth lehem.
Th r ou gh ou t  t h e n ext  3 lu n a t ion s, Ma r s a n d
Moon were prominent  as set t ing aster isms.

A Note  on  He liocosm s
Ve r y  b r i e fly ,  h e l iocos m s  a r e  t h e

conjunct ions of the 5 inner  planet s (Mercury to
Sa t u r n ) wit h  t h e Su n , for m in g a n  esot er ic
Tr iangle with  Ear th . One cycle of con junct ions
of each  of these 5 planet s th rough  the zodiac is
placed on  another  rung of the char t  wheel, and
only con junct ions  with  t radit iona l  planet s,  or
globes,  a re  used  for  in terpreta t ion . Geocosms
are the conjunct ions of any two planets with
the Ear th , and the fu ll cycle th rough  the zodiac
is used in  the same way as descr ibed above. It
is a ssumed tha t  they cor respond with  Alice A.
Ba iley's esot er ic r u ler s of ea ch  sign , a n d a r e
u sed t o ga u ge Sou l (sola r  pit r i)  or  ca u sa l
in fluences on  the per sona lity.  In  th is con text ,
nodes wou ld cor respond with  the h iera rch ica l
ru ler  of t he Spir it , Monad or  t he pr inciple of
Guidance for  the Soul on  the Pa th .

Cosm ic  P oin ts , Node s  an d
He liocosm s

Look in g a t  t h e pos it ion s  der ived fr om
m ea n  pla n et a r y n oda l m ot ion  a n d t h e m or e
exa ct  h eliocosm ic pos it ion s  a r e t h e m a in
r ea son s I  h a ve ch osen  t h e pa r t icu la r  da t e of
March  4th  a t  a round 6 PM in  Beth lehem. The
su n  h a s ju st  set  a n d the st ellium of J upit er -
Mars-Sa tu rn  is br igh t  in  the sky, J upit er  and



S earching for the S tar in  the East During the War of the Calendars   J ournal of Esoteric Psychology ï Volum e 7 ï N o. 1 ï 1991

23

Mars on ly 9 min . apar t  by longitude. The near -
fu ll Moon  h a s r isen  a n d P lu t o is   fr om  t h e
Ascendant ; the East  Poin t  4 away.

F r om  t h e cosm ic per spect ive, Sir iu s a n d
the sta r s of Or ion  a re overhead, the sta r s from
which  emana t ions a r r ive wh ich  st imu la t e t he
h ea d  a n d  h ea r t  cen t er s , r espect ively, of
d is cip les . S ir iu s ,  t h e  b r i l l ia n t  S t a r  of
Sensit ivit y and keynote of ou r  planet  Ea r th 's
purpose magnet ic r esponse - is su r rounded by
t h e con ver gen ce poin t s of ou r  loca l clu st er s '
m ot ion s . Th e 3 m os t  im por t a n t  of t h ese
con ver gen ce poin t s – Scor pio-Cen t a u r u s a n d
Or ion , delim it ing ou r  Gou ld P la ne subga la xy
and the 7/9 loca l clusters; and the P leiades, our
cen t ra l Sun  - converge a round β Columba , a lso
the veil of the loca t ion  a t  which  Sir ius' orbit  is
closest  t o ou r  Su n  (in  60,000 AD). Colu m ba ,
the Dove of Peace, a ssocia t ed with  Sir iu s, t he
Pr ince of Peace, and the Chr ist  in  th is way is
ver y su ggest ive of t h e goa l a n d pu r pose of
cosmic, sola r , and planeta ry manasic evolu t ion .
J ust  above, the Or ion  convergence fa lls close to
Lepus the Hare, ca lled by Ara tus "the eterna lly
pu r su ed”, a n d on e ca n  ea s ily im a gin e t h e
you t h fu l H u n t er  pu r su in g t h e pr in ciple of
At t r a ct ion  in  t h e wor lds  of evolu t ion . Th e
Hear t  impulses of the you th  Or ion , emana t ing
from the in fin it ely crea t ive Or ion  Nebu la  and
focu sed t h r ou gh  t h e a n cien t  r ed gia n t  s t a r
Bet elgeu se (opposit e t h e r ed gia n t  Antares),
pursu ing the procrea t ive Hare in  the direct ion
ou t  a n d a wa y fr om  ou r  ga la xy, su ggest s t h e
in fluences of Sir ius "pu lling away" from form,
t h e "ou t wa r d" in clu siven ess of t h e per va sive
RAY II  n a t u r e of t h e Su n , t h e h ea r t  cen t er
with in  the system of 7 Suns, as well a s the 2nd
Ra y sou l of ou r  E a r t h , cu lt iva t in g m a gn et ic
r espon s iven ess  a n d evolu t ion  t h r ou gh  t h e
pu r su it  of Love, Bea u t y, a n d t h e in clu sive
Reason  of the Dove of Peace.

In  Ch r ist 's  ch a r t , β Colu m ba  is  fou n d 2
minu tes away from the Nor th  Node of Venus,
a ll with in  3 orb of α and β Lepus, Betelgeuse,
β Aur igae (Sir ian  st a r ), and 5 from the Nor th
Node of Ur a n u s. At  6 pm , wit h  Su n -Ur a n u s
opposit e Moon -P lu t o-E a r t h  on  t h e h or izon ,
t h ey a r e  fou n d  in  t h e  9 t h  h ou s e  of

m u lt id im en s ion a l con sciou sn ess , wit h  t h e
Sir iu s a lign m en t s in  Gem in i r u lin g fr om  t h e
10th  House th rough  the Virgo/P isces hor izon ,
the Tr iangle of signs for  the Second Ray.

Ve n u s  He liocosm s
The 5-a rmed Venus heliocosm act s like a

Temple Ga te to Sir ius, α Ar iet is, and Antares,
3 of t he 7 st a r s t o wh ich  Greek t emples were
a lign ed. Th e Tr igon  of 14 AD is  con ju n ct
another  of these sta r s, Gamma Draconis. More
a s t on ish in g for  esot er ic a s t r ologer s , t h e
infer ior  and super ior  Venus Heliocosms both  a t
19 Gemin i a re 3 from Sir ius, 1 from J upiter 's
n or t h  n ode, a n d 4 fr om  P lu t o's  n or t h  n ode.
J u pit er  a n d P lu t o a r e t h e esot er ic pla n et a r y
r u le r s  of P is ces  a n d  r eem p h a s ize  t h e
pla cem en t  of t h e Su n . Con ju n ct  Sir iu s, t h ey
are a lso members of the t r iangle Sir ius-P isces-
Uranus (J upiter ) associa ted with  the planeta ry
H ier a r ch y (E soteric Astrology, p .421, 427),
r eca llin g t h a t  t h e Su n  in  P isces is  con ju n ct
Uranus by 5" in  t h is cha r t . In t erpret ing th is,
we must  r emember  t he a ssocia t ion  of J upit er
with  Uranus du r ing the 5th  in it ia t ion , and of
Sir iu s  a n d  Gem in i's  a ssocia t ion  (E s ot er i c
Astrology, p.349) wit h  Ven u s in  br in gin g t h e
Lor ds of F la m e fr om  Ven u s, Ku m a r a s wh o
or igin a lly br ou gh t  h u m a n  in dividu a liza t ion
t h r ou gh  t h e ca u sa l body a n d est a blish ed t h e
Hiera rchy on  Ear th  (Esoteric Astrology, p.355),
an  expression  of the Hear t  of the Sun  (Esoteric
Astrology, p.351).

Another  a rm of the Venus heliocosm a ligns
t h e Tr igon  of 94 AD wit h  β  Leonis , ε  Ursa
Major  a nd t he globe of t he Moon  a t  26 Leo.
Th e la st  a r m  of t h e Ven u s h eliocosm, bot h
con junct ions a t  29 Capr icorn , in  tu rn  exact ly
conjunct  Venus herself.

Sirian  Syste m  Stars
Look in g a t  t h e  S ir ia n  Sys t em  s t a r s

(h yp ot h e s ize d  in  J ou rn a l  of  E sot er i c
Psychology Volum e 4, N um ber 2): β Aur igae is
fou n d con ju n ct  bet ween  t h e n or t h  n odes of
Venus and Uranus; Sir ius in  Gemin i con junct
Venus heliocosms and J upiter  and P lu to nor th
nodes; P rocyon  con junct  P lu to's nor th  node; δ
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Leon is con junct  the Tr igon  of 34 AD, the yea r
a fter  the Crucifixion  and close to 2 Ursa  Major
st a r s, γ a n d δ; α Corona  Borea lis is con junct
Nept u n e, a  Ven u s h eliocosm , a  Sa t u r n -Ma r s
geocosm and a  Mars heliocosm; α Ophiuchus is
con junct  a  Venus heliocosm and is 1 con junct
one of the 3 bir th  Tr igons a t  23 Scorpio.

At  t he end of J esus' life, t he next  J ewish
new Moon  a ft er  t he Crucifixion  was con junct
t he P leiades on  Apr il 18th , 33 AD, t he Moon
moving in to con junct ion  with  J upit er -Mars on
t h e 21st  a n d Sa t u r n  on  t h e 23r d-24t h . Th e
pr esen ce of Sa t u r n , J u pit er , Ma r s a n d Moon
set t ing, seems to be a  sor t  of signa tu re for  the
major  events in  Chr ist 's life, if these a re indeed
t h e r eleva n t  da t es. Th e P a ssover  t im es, a n d
t h e h ou r s m en t ion ed in  t h e New Test a m en t
a re brough t  ou t  dramat ica lly in  th is ensemble
of char t s and those coming up. Throughout  th is
a for em en t ion ed per iod t h e Su n  wa s con ju n ct
Uranus, the Awakener .

Con ce ption
If Ch r is t  wer e bor n  a t  t h is  t im e  (c. 4

March , 6 BC), he would have been  conceived in
J u n e, 7 BC. Th e fu ll m oon  ch a r t  of J u n e 12
sh ows t h e Su n  con ju n ct  Sir iu s  wit h  a  h a lf
degree orb, with  a  1 orb Tr igon  10 from MC
a t  12 P isces , t h e exa ct  degr ee of t h e 5t h
March , 6 BC fu ll moon conjunct  P lu to.

Assu m ption
September  24th  was t he J ewish  (sliver  of

Moon a t  sunset ) new moon beginn ing the sixth
m on t h  (Lu ke 1.26), wh en  t h e a n gel Ga br iel
came to announce Chr ist 's bir t h . On  the new
moon  (9/23, 11:12pm), Sir ius was found r ising
a t  midn igh t , ha lf an  hou r  a ft er  an  exact  new
moon  (28 Virgo 14) con junct  the st a r  Spica  (c.
29 Virgo 52), found in  the loins of the Virgin  -
some say a t  t he spike of gra in . The fu ll moon
(10/8) in  t h e m iddle of t h e 6t h  m on t h  wa s
con junct  α Ar iet is exact ly to the degree. Mary
wou ld  h a ve been  t h r ee m on t h s  pr egn a n t ,
wh ich  m igh t  a ccou n t  for  Ma t t h ew's sligh t ly
a n xiou s expla n a t ion  (Ma t t . 1.18-25), a ft er  a
lon g gen ea logy lin kin g J esu s t o Kin g Da vid.
Lu ke t h e ph ysicia n  wa s m or e m a t t er  of fa ct

about  a ll th is, a s well a s being more impressed
wit h  ph en om en a  in  t h e h ea ven s , Ch r is t 's
r igh t fu l bir thplace.

Birth  of J oh n  th e  Baptis t
In  J une, since Sir ius was con junct  the Sun , it
was invisible. It  on ly became visibly dramat ic 6
months la ter , con junct  the fu ll moon  December
7th  a t  sunset , when  the Sun  opposit e Moon  on
the hor izon  formed a  Grand Cross in  Mutable,
with  the P isces Tr igon  a t  zen ith  and P lu to in
Virgo a t  nadir  with in  7 orb. It  was nea r  t h is
t im e t h a t  E liza bet h  ga ve bir t h  t o J oh n  t h e
Bapt ist , when  Mary left  a ft er  spending th r ee
months with  them (Luke 1.36,56).

Sir iu s r ising, t hen  set t ing with  the Moon ,
squ a r e J u p it er -Sa t u r n -U r a n u s  a n d  P lu t o
seem s a ppr opr ia t e for  ba pt ism  by t h e spir it ,
su bst it u t in g wa t er  for  blood, wh ich  en r a ged
the st a tu s quo preda tor  elit e, who th r ived on
the dispensa t ion  of bread with  bloody circuses;
a ppr opr ia t e  a lso, given  h is  glor iou s  a n d
t er r ible fa t e a t  t h e lu n a t ic H er od 's  h a n ds,
t radit iona lly goaded to it  by Sa lome.

Cru cifu xion
In  t h e gen er a lly a ccep t ed  a ccou n t  of

Ch r ist 's  cr u cifixion  set  a t  a  P a ssover  lu n a r
eclipse just  before a  dinner  of sacr ificed lambs
on  Ap r i l  3 r d ,  33  AD (H u m ph r eys  &
Wa ddin gt on , Na t u r e 306, 22/29 Dec.'83), t h e
Sun  is found con junct  a  Ar iet is, Zeus' t emple
st a r , squ a r e Sa t u r n  in  Ca n cer , wit h  J u pit er
a n d Ma r s m a kin g a  r u ddy pa ir  in  Gem in i.
Ven u s (wit h  Mer cu r y) wa s con ju n ct  Ch r ist 's
na ta l Sa tu rn , and Uranus was a t  17" Leo, the
degree for  next  yea r 's Grand Tr igon  in  34 AD.
Dur ing the Age of Ar ies a t  lea st  7 t emples t o
Zeus were founded in  Greece or ien ted toward
th is sta r , from 1580 to 360 BC. None a re found
so a lign ed in  t h e sola r -dom in a t ed t em ples of
E gypt . Th e r ecu r r en ce of Ar iet is  in  t h ese
cha r t s and even t s in  Chr ist 's life, st anding up
t o t h e con fr on t a t ion  a n d ch a llen ge of t h e
Ba bylon ia n  sojou r n 's  Moloch  a n d Reph a n ,
Moon  a n d Sa t u r n , by t h e ea r ly Ch r is t ia n s,
s eem  t o ech o t h e  Gr eek  m yt h  of Zeu s
superceding h is fa ther  Kronos, Apollo/Orpheus
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r e for m in g Dion ys u s .  Th is  in d eed  m a y
even t u a lly h a ve exer t ed a  fa scin a t ion  a n d
appea l for  the new religion , th rough  promot ion
by observan t  a st rologers among the Greek and
H ellen ized popu la t ion s u pon  t h e Gen t iles a t
la rge. To have found th is sta r  prominent  a t  the
F ir s t  H a n u k k a h ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a t  t h e
insta lla t ion  of a  st a tue to Zeus in  the Temple,
is  a n  in t r igu in g ir on y (t h ou gh  it  m u st  be
a dm it t ed we do n ot  h a ve t h e exa ct  t im e of
insta lla t ion).

Th is  idea  of r eligiou s  su per cess ion  is
p a r t icu la r ly r e in for ced  by t h e  s u d d en
in t r odu ct ion  a n d  br oa d  popu la r it y of t h e
ast ronomica l Mith ra ism Myster ies held in  the
Mit h r a ic ca ves  wh ich , a ccor d in g t o m os t
sch ola r s, bega n  t o spr ea d in  t h e 1st  cen t u r y
AD, a lon g wit h  t h e n ew a n d qu it e oft en
"underground" religion  of Chr ist ian ity.

Another  fact  t o not e is t he la st  st a t ion  of
Mars in  Chr ist 's life, just  before the crucifixion
- from J u ly 32 to J anuary 33, in  both  the sign
and constella t ion  of ARIES, the Lamb of God.
This addit iona l demonst ra t ion  of displacement
of TAURUS by ARIES in  it self a lmost  seems
en ou gh  t o expla in  t h e cen t r a l im a ge of t h e
t a u r oct on y, or  bu ll-sla yin g, fou n d in  a ll t h e
m it h r a ic u n der gr ou n d cu lt  s it es . I t  is  a lso
im por t a n t  t o n ot e, in  m a n y icon ogr a ph ic
occa sion s, t h e spike of wh ea t  gr owin g ou t  of
t he Bu ll's  t a il. If t h is t r u ly r epresen t s Spica ,
t h en  t h e Assu m pt ion  n ew m oon  of t h e 6t h
month  of 7 BC (9/23) con junct  Spica , followed
by a  fu ll m oon  (10/8) con ju n ct  a  Ar iet is m a y
cor r obor a t e in  a  wa y h a r d  t o h a ve been
an t icipa t ed, t he t im ing of t he in t roduct ion  of
t h e Mit h r a ic Myst er ies , wit h  t h eir  gr a ded
in it ia t ion s, in t o t h e Rom a n  E m pir e. I t  a lso
gives one good r eason  for  t he commemora t ion
of the Assumpt ion  these past  2000 years.

If Chr ist  had a  min ist ry of 5 yea r s instead
of 3, just  a s h is life seems to have had 39 years
instead of c. 30 according to common t radit ion ,
t hen  we find t he immedia t ely pr evious Ma r s
s t a t ion  fr om  J a n u a r y-Au gu st  of 28 AD in
Scorpio. Wha t  bet t er  two signs, ru led by Mars
versus Mercury, to sign ify His theme of Dea th
a n d Resu r r ect ion , of P ea ce a n d t h e Swor d?

Esoter ica lly, t hese a re the two signs tha t  ru le
the cr ises th rough  which  the Soul passes in  it s
lower  and h igher  phases.

As if to reemphasize the sign ificance of th is
fact , t he 5 a rms of the Venus heliocosm (from
10-11 BC) wer e A ries , Gem in i, Leo, S corpio,
C a p r i c o r n  (em ph a s is  m in e) - t h e sa m e
com bin a t ion  we h a ve h a d in  t h e la t e 20t h
cen t u r y sin ce 1986-87 (USR! 1987 con ju n ct
Regu lus O orb), and which  con t inues to 2026
(ch a n ge t o Libr a ) / 2037 (ch a n ge t o P isces).
One of the Venus heliocosms in  Chr ist 's March ,
6 BC bir thcha r t  was con junct  α Ar iet is (t he 2
in  t he Scorpio a rm  con junct  An ta r es), a nd of
cou r se it  is  found exa ct ly con junct  t he r ising
Sun on  daybreak of the Resur rect ion .

Th e  Gran d Trigon  an d th e  Natu re
of "Arm age ddon "

Tangen t ia lly, I  t h ink it  r ea sonable t o say
the Tr igon  represen ts the sta tus quo cycle of 20
yea r s , wh ile  U r a n u s  (con ju n ct  Ch r is t 's
hypothesized Sun ) a long with  it s noda l cycle
descr ibe the crea t ive work of the progressives
in  t h is wor ld. Sa tu rn  ru les by in st inct ive law
a n d  ext e r n a l ,  exclu s ive  or  t e r r i t or ia l
en for cem en t  u p on  t h e  a n im a l k in gd om
(h u m a n s in clu ded). Ur a n u s gover n s wit h  a n
in t er n a lized, in t elligen t ly self-socia lized a n d
a u t on om ou s  cod e  of e t h ics  ba s ed  on
ha rmlessness and love, in tu it ively modu la t ed
in  service, and energized by a  sense of broad
a n d in clu sive h u m a n it a r ia n  pu r pose (a t  it s
best ). I t  r ema ins t o be seen  when  both  ma ss
h er d  con s ciou s n es s  a n d  p e r s on a l  s e lf-
consciousness will be superceded by a  h igh ly
in d ividu a lized  gr ou p  con sciou sn es s . Th e
inevit able conflict s between  these th ree ma jor
divisions of human ity a r e wha t  delinea t e t he
p e r p e t u a l  s t a t e  of  a ffa i r s  t e r m e d
"Ar m a geddon " t h r ou gh ou t  t h e m illen n ia .  Of
cou r se, "Ar m a geddon ," or  t h e ba t t le of good
ver sus evil, ligh t  ver sus da rkness, seemingly
loom s for wa r d  in t o h u m a n it y's  m in iscu le
a t t en t ion  spa n  a t  som e t im es m or e t h a n  a t
others. Since the sins of spir itua l students t end
t o be t h ose of om iss ion  r a t h er  t h a n  t h e
opposit e, vigila n ce, h a r m lessn ess a n d a ct ion
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t end to be the an t idotes. In  waging Peace, it  is
sa id    t h a t    r ecogn it ion    of   spir it u a l
con t a ct s , a ssu m pt ion  of r espon sibilit y a n d
in telligen t  coopera t ion  a re the crucia l factors.

Re su rre ction
Given  H u m p h r ey's  a n d  Waddington 's

gen er a lly a ccep t ed  Cr u ciflxion  da t e , t h e
Resu r r ect ion  wou ld fa ll 3 da ys la t er , ea r ly
Monday morn ing (J ohn  20; Mark 16; Luke 24;
Ma t t h ew 28). At  6 AM t h e Su n  by degr ee is
exa ct ly con ju n ct  α Ar iet is , 1 fr om  t h e E a st
P oin t , wit h  16 Ar ies  Ris in g. H eliocen t r ic
Mercury in  Capr icorn  is a t  t he MC, and helio
Venus in  Libra  is set t ing, close t o t he Moon .
Sa tu rn  fills ou t  t he Grand Cross in  Ca rdina l
with  helio Mars 8 away, both  in  Cancer .

Geocen t r ic Mer cu r y a n d  Ven u s  a r e
conjunct  in  P isces, conjunct  by
2 a n d 1 r espect ively t h e Tr iple Tr igon  in
P isces  of 7  BC, t h e on ly Tr igon  in  t h e
Resur rect ion  char t  from the cycle of 3 past .

He liocosm s
Ma r s h eliocosm s a r e con ju n ct  t h e Su n ,

Moon, Neptune, and Uranus. Venus heliocosms
con junct  the Moon , Mars, and Uranus. On ly 1
J upit er  heliocosm is con junct  t he Moon , bu t  2
a re con junct  both  geo and helio Mercury by 3
a n d  2 r espect ively. In t er es t in gly en ou gh ,
Sir iu s is con junct  J upit er  by 2 orb, wh ich  is
exa ct ly opposit e P lu t o in  Sa git t a r iu s . Th e
heliocosmic cluster s a round Moon, Uranus and
Mars would seem to suggest  a  change of form,
or  t h e in  flu x of h igh  spir it u a l for ce t o t h e

lower  form veh icles - in  the 2nd, 5th , and 7th
houses, given  the Sun  Rising.

Node s
The nodes do not  seem to be act ive in  th is

ch a r t  excep t  a r ou n d  h eliocen t r ic J u p it er ,
Sa t u r n  a n d Ma r s . H owever , t h ey sh ow u p
drama t ica lly in  t he cha r t  for  Pen tecost , when
t h e H oly Spir it  descen ded a s  fla m e on  t h e
heads of the Apost les.

The t ransit  posit ion  of the next  Leo Tr igon
of 34 AD is  con ju n ct  Ur a n u s, delt a  Leonis
(Sir ia n  s t a r ) 0 or b, wit h  Ven u s a n d Ma r s
h eliocosm s fou n d t h er e. Th is  Tr igon  wa s
pecu lia r  in  t h a t  Mer cu r y, Ven u s a n d Ma r s
wer e a ll Ret r ogr a de (in  Libr a , Scor pio a n d
Gemini respect ively).

P e n te cost
F in a lly, on  t h e fir s t  P en t ecost , 49 da ys

a ft er  t h e P a ssover  fea st , Mer cu r y, J u pit er ,
Mars and Sa tu rn  were even ing sta r s. At  9 AM
(Act s  2.l4-21), t h e r is in g Su n  wa s con ju n ct
Venus' nor th  node and 4 from tha t  of Uranus.

In  fa ct , t h ese ver y 4 pla n et a r y even in g
st a r s plu s t h e Su n  wer e con ju n ct  pla n et a r y
n odes wit h in  0-1 Mer cu r y/J u pit er  n ode; or b
S u n /Ve n u s  n od e ; J u p i t e r /P lu t o n od e ;
Mars/Sa tu rn    node; Sa tu rn /Neptune node - a
t rue bapt ism of fire.

The Ascendan t  was 2 from both  Poin t er s
in  the Grea t  Bea r  (Esoteric Astrology, p. 197),
Ven u s, t h e Sou l of E a r t h , wa s 1 fr om  MC
exact ly con junct  α Ar iet is, wit h  t he Moon  5
from Uranus on  the fu ture Tr igon  poin t  and on
the 2nd house cusp moving in to the 1st , a  grea t

pla cem en t  for  in a u gu r a t ion  of n ew va lu es ,
t h rough  the min ist r ies upon  wh ich  they were
about  to embark.

Epilogu e
Th er e wa s on ly on e ot h er  lu n a r  eclipse

found r ising a t  J erusa lem a round the t ime of
Chr ist ’s min ist ry, on  1/31, 36 AD, the la st  yea r
of P ila t e’s  office a n d life, a n d it  wa s t ot a l.
Eusebius st a tes P ila te commit ted su icide upon
t h e a ccession  of Ca ligu la , wor n  ou t  by h is
m a n y m is for t u n es  a s  m idd lem a n  t o t h e
tyrannica l superpowers of the day. It  might  not

be ou t  of or der  t o im a gin e t h e r is in g lu n a r
eclipse, simila r  to tha t  seen  in  33 AD, causing
h im  t h e m ost  in t en se sou l sea r ch in g a n d
remorse, a s well a s, da shed hopes, a t  a  t ime
when  Ca ligu la  was on  the r ise and suspect ed
by m a n y t o be p lot t in g Tiber iu s  Ca esa r ’s
un t imely end (which  he actua lly accomplished
next  yea r  on  March  16, 37 AD, t he day a ft er
the Ides).
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