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REMARKS ON THE HALL OF LEARNING
By N orberto Berrios

Oh, happy who still hopes to rise
Out of th is sea of errors and  false views! Goethe

One of the problems tha t  a spir an t s encoun ter
is t h e en t icem en t  t h a t  occu lt  kn owledge a n d
in for m a t ion  exer t  u pon  t h em ; pa r t icu la r ly
those aspiran t s in  which  the energy of the self
and the energy of men ta lity a re in  the process
of in t er m in glin g, wit h  in effect u a l or  lim it ed
fiery fusion  with  Soul qua lity.

These a spiran t s will exhaust  a ll t he fru it s
of kn owledge a n d gr ow in  m in d a ccor din gly,
yet  the esoter ic understanding will elude them
a n d t h e ga in ed kn owledge will be of lim it ed
p r a ct ica l  a p p l ica t ion .  T h e  d a n ge r  of
overemphasis in  t he acqu isit ion  of knowledge
and the amass of occu lt  in format ion  should not
be u n der est im a t ed.  H .P .B. wa r n ed u s wh en
she remarked tha t  above a ll, a spiran t s need to
lea r n  t o sepa r a t e H ea d-lea r n in g fr om  Sou l-
Wisdom. Forms of beliefs, hypotheses, and the
like st and in  fron t  of t he a spir an t  like a  wa ll
t h a t  sepa r a t es h im  fr om  h is fellowm en  a n d
com p a n ion s  on  t h e  p a t h  Con s ciou s n es s
expa n sion  is  n ot  a sser t ed by m ea n s of t h e
mot ion  or  rota t ion  in  the plane of the concrete
mind and it s cor responding bra in  act ivity, bu t
by means of the synthet ic reasoning tha t  comes
wit h  Sou l iden t ifica t ion . Th en , fu sion  of t h e
per son a lit y, m en t a l a n d Sou l en er gies  ca n
proceed harmoniously a t  their  meet ing place.

The concrete mind often  h inders the flow of
idea s a s  t h ey seek  expr ession  in  t h e t h r ee
wor lds .  Idea s  a r e a  su bs t a n ce in  wh ich
h u m a n it y a n d t h e p la n et a r y life dr a w it s
su st en a n ce. In  t h is sen se, H ea d-lea r n in g, a s
H .P .B . ca l led  i t ,  ca n  cr ea t e  s u ch  a n
environmen t  coun terproduct ive t o t he growth
of Sou l-Wisdom , for  kn owledge is  n o lon ger
sought  a s the ou tcome of work and service bu t
as a  goa l in  it self.

F or  over  a  cen t u r y t h er e h a s  been  a

con cer t ed n ew effor t  t o ext er n a lize cer t a in
a spect s  of t h e Myst er ies.  Th e t ea ch in gs of
H.P .B., H .R., F .L.D., and A.A.B. a t t est  t o th is
fa ct . As a  r esu lt  of t h is  ext er n a liza t ion , t h e
con t en t  a n d  qu a li t y of t h e  exp er ien ce
u n der gon e in  t h e H a ll of Lea r n in g h a ve
r equ ir ed  cer t a in  r ea dju s t m en t s . Aspir a n t s
need to become aware of the new demands and
wit h  clea r  t h in kin g a ppr oa ch  ea ch  ga t e. Th e
crux of the mat ter , if these words may be used,
is the proper  reorgan iza t ion , manipu la t ion  and
r edir ect ion  of en er gies  a n d for ces  t h a t  a r e
m a k in g a n  im pa ct  u pon  t h e veh icles  of
consciousness. The proper  per formance on  the
pa r t  of t h e a spir a n t  depen ds on  h ow m u ch
a wa reness he ha s a bou t  t he next  st ep a hea d
for  h im and for  the group he is associa ted with .
In  th is pa r t icu la r  ga te, the a spiran t  may ra ise
t h e qu est ion  a s  t o h ow m u ch  a ppea l n on -
essen t ia l act ivit ies exer t  upon  h im. Due to the
fa ct  t h a t  en er gy follows t h e pa t h  of lea s t
r es is t a n ce, t h e a ct ivit ies  per for m ed by a n
a spir a n t  give a  clu e a bou t  t h e con t en t  of
consciousness tha t  is h is keynote, and st age of
spir itua l matur ity.
 An ot h er  wa y t o descr ibe t h e exper ien ce
undergone a t  th is ga te in  the Ha ll of Learn ing
is  t h e r ea liza t ion  of t h e n eed for  posit ivity.
Aspiran t s r each  tha t  poin t  in  which  the forces
of iner t ia  a nd dyna mic impu lse a r e ba la nced
aga inst  each  other . Th is situa t ion  is con t rolled
by ka rma  and produces an  impasse in  wh ich
lit t le can  be accomplished un less the dynamic
will is ca lled in to play. (The evoca t ion  of t he
Will a spect  yields  illu m in a t ion , ch a n gin g
h ypot h es is  in t o livin g a wa r en ess .)  Th ese
for ces  of in er t ia  a r e  sym bolica lly ca lled
Necessit y, La zin ess , a n d H a bit s . E a ch  on e
rela t es to cer t a in  physica l, a st r a l, and men ta l
lu n a r  a t t r ibu t es. Th ese obst a cles a r e like a
r eser voir  in  wh ich  en er gies  fa ll in t o, t o be
wasted in  the self preserva t ion  of the past .
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In  t h e book In itiation , Hum an  and  S olar
t h e followin g s t a t em en t  is  fou n d: L et  th e
applican t see to it that the solar Angel d im s the
ligh t of th e lu n ar an gels, rem ain in g th e sole
lum inary in  the m icroscopic shy.  These words
su m  u p t h e object ive for  t h e a spir a n t  a s h e
pu r su es h is  wa y in  t h is  H a ll. H e a im s for
fr eedom  fr om  bon da ge a n d t o es t a blish  a
h igh er  r a t e of vibr a t ion  in  t h e veh icles  of
sen t ien cy by m ea n s of t h e posit ive in t er pla y
between  the self and the Sou l.  The following
sta tements will be of va lue to fu r ther  elucida te
th is subject :
1) P os i t iv i t y  ca n  b e  e xp e r ie n ce d  a s

a  tensive joyous syntony with  the Soul Ray.
2) Posit ivity  exa lt s  dar ing.
3) E m u l a t i o n  o f  g rou p  v i b r a t i on

a ccom plish es r eor ien t a t ion  of a wa r en ess
from self to group.

4) Every aspiran t  must  br ing in to emergence
the capacit y t o see from the whole t o t he
whole.

5) Dis in t er es t edn ess  a n d sa cr ifice des t r oy
forms.

6) Hold the work in  View. 1
7) Main ta in  the t ension  between  the ver t ica l

m a gn et ic life for ce a n d t h e h or izon t a l
radia tory force.

How is group-consciousness exper ienced?
Let 's u se t he cells of t he body a s an  ana logy.
Th e  ce l ls  of t h e  bod y d em on s t r a t e  a
r em a r ka ble in depen den ce fr om  on e a n ot h er .
H owever , t h ey a r e or ga n ized in  su ch  a  wa y
t h a t  t h eir  a ct ion s  do n ot  con t r a d ict  t h e
fu n ct ion  t h a t  ot h er  ce lls  p er for m , bu t
com plim en t  ea ch  ot h er . Th e la ws gover n in g
cell life, as they a re applied th rough the ether ic
body -- the sou l level of the cell -- show how the
energies of the ether ic cen t res -- the equiva len t
to the Ashrams -- organ ize the life of the cells,
their  mot ions and progression .  In  spit e of the
fact  t ha t  t he cells per form differen t  funct ions,
t h ey dem on st r a t e u n a n im it y a n d r h yt h m ic
in t en t . I n  t h e  s a m e m a n n er , t h e  la ws
govern ing t he Sou l k ingdom, it s mot ions and
pr ogr ess ion , a r e, so t o spea k , pr oject ed or
reflected on  the planes of phenomena  by means
of t h e su bsidia r y la ws of n u m ber , geom et r y
a n d r h yt h m . Th e a spir a n t  n eed on ly obser ve

h im self a n d t h e en vir on m en t  in  wh ich  h e
a ssocia t es  t o fin d t h e t r u t h  or  fa lseh ood of
these sta tements.

The exper iences encoun ter ed in  t h is Ha ll
a re many. They in form the mind. But  it s ma in
emphasis is to t r a in  the mind, and th is cannot
be t oo st rongly impressed upon  the a spir an t .
At  a ll t im es h e sh ou ld be dea lin g in  t h ose
act ivit ies t ha t  will br ing conscious expansion
and the Ligh t  of the Sou l. The aspiran t  shou ld
n ot  look  for  a n  os t en t a t iou s  exper ien ce.
Illumina t ion , more oft en  than  not , st ems from
t h e sm a ll a n d ou t wa r dly m in or  s ign s  t h a t
dwell on  the per iphery of consciousness. These
signs oft en  indica te a  blindness on  the pa r t  of
t h e a spir a n t , or  fa lse vision  (gla m ou r ) t h a t
m u st  be a ddr essed a n d br ou gh t  u p t o t h e
sur face of consciousness. 2

The theme in  th is Ha ll is the development
of a wa r en ess a n d sen sit ivit y t o im per son a l
for ces , Sou l in du ced for ces  a n d p la n et a r y
induced cur ren ts tha t  shape h istory in  the four
kingdoms of na tu re. The aspiran t  doesn 't  need
t o wa it  u n t il h e h a s developed t h e m in d in
order  to develop the hea r t . It  is the mind tha t
set s st a ges, st eps a n d con dit ion s for  gr owt h .
The hear t  is the un ifier  of energies. And th is
should not  be understood abst ract ly, bu t  t ested
in  da ily living. Discipline of the mind should go
h a n d in  h a n d wit h  syn t h esis  a n d cr ea t ive
blending of forces.  Every a spir an t  ha s a t  h is
disposa l in  h is own  en vir on m en t , a n d in  h is
own  com m u n it y, t h e fields in  wh ich  h e ca n
ver ify m ost  occu lt  a sser t ion s. E a ch  a spir a n t
h a s a t  h is disposa l a ll t h e power s n eeded t o
fu lfill the promises of a  fu ll spir itua l life.

Note s

1. The concept  of View is a  complex one. In
th is con text  it  can  be defined as the fusion
of method and in tu it ion .

2. For  the a st rologica lly inclined r eader , t h is
even t  is t he work of P lu to a s it  br ings t o
ligh t  a ll forms and handicaps of cha racter
tha t  must  be dest royed.

N orberto B errios is a lon g t im e stu d en t an d
teacher of the Ageless Wisdom .


