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 Re in carn ation  Re vis ite d
 By R ichard  Flynn

Fre e dom  From  Tim e
Lives considered in  t erms of t ime is t he norm
when  consider ing reincarna t ion . However , it  is
a  well-known pa r t  of esoter ic theory tha t  t ime
is on ly known in  the dense physica l wor ld. As
sou l view does not  use a  t ime concept . T im e is
a sequen tial registration  by the brain  of states
of aw aren ess; space is  “an  en tity" 1 Th e sou l
exist s fr ee of t ime, a lso of space; t hey a re the
"divine playth ings" 2 It  is wor th  a lso bear ing in
m in d  t h a t  m os t  wr it er s  of n ot e sou n d a
common warn ing - tha t  we understand so lit t le
of r ein ca r n a t ion  t h a t  on ly t h e ba sic idea  is
wor th  "taking on  board" 3.

Th e  Sou l as  Qu ality
 One of the descr ipt ive ana logies given  of the
s ou l  i s  "Q u a l i t y " in  t h e  t r ip l ici t y
"Life/ Quality/ Appearance" wh en  spea k in g of
spir it /sou l/per son a lit y 4  I t  is  t h a t  wh ich
"qua lifies " or  gives qua lity to "the pure energy
of life”, and a llows it  t o t hen  "appea r " a s t he
familia r  men ta l/sen t ien t /physica l/per sona lit y-
form.
 H ow m a y t h is  "quality" be descr ibed or
expanded upon? The usua l approach  is t o use
the two main  theor ies of energy in fluences tha t
a re sa id to be fundamenta l to our  system --the
seven  r a y pa t t er n s , a n d  t h e a s t r ologica l
pa t t er n s. Wh en  t h e sou l is  in volved in  t h e
“cyclic projection  in to tim e and  space" we ca ll
per sona lit y lives or  inca rna t ions, t he pu rpose
is  t wo-fold (a t  lea st ); fir s t ly, t o be a ble t o
dem on s t r a t e  it s  own  pu r e qu a lit y via  a
ge n e r a t e d  p e r s on a l i t y  p a t t e r n .  T h i s
pr esu pposes t h e r efin em en t  of t h e m a t er ia l
being used to the poin t  where it  complies easily
and with  no r esist ance t o sou l pu rpose. Such
modifica t ion  is sa id t o be developmen t  on  it s
own level for  t ime lives of which  tha t  ma ter ia l
is it self a n  expression , a nd hence t he second
goal -- the "uplifting of the lesser lives “, or  "the

redem ption  of m atter by the solar Angels" 5 ; is
som et h in g wor t h  bea r in g in  m in d  wh en
consider ing life cycles and their  purpose.

Sim u ltan e ou s  Live s
 How then  can  we regard reincarna t ion  from
t h e a n gle of t h e sou l; t h a t  is ; in  t er m s of
Quality or  qua lit ies, which  a re t ime and space-
fr ee? I t  seem s we h a ve t o wor k  wit h  a n
approach  tha t  comes across most  clea r ly in  the
J a n e Rober t s  Set h  6 wr it in gs, t h a t  a ll lives
m u st  be (in  som e sen se) sim u lt a n eou s, fr om
t h e h igh er  (or  la r ger ) viewpoin t . F r om  ou r
usua l angle, past  makes presen t  makes fu tu re,
and we know th is to be a  workable and usefu l
way of t h inking. F rom the sou l-angle t hough ,
a ll lives a r e in t er a ct ive a n d in t er r ela t ed, a
dyn a m ic cr oss-fer t iliza t ion  occu r r in g "a ll a t
once".  Th is clea r ly implies t ha t  past , presen t
and fu tu re lives a re, st r angely enough , a  form
of illusion , a  t ime-space limited ana logy of the
la rger  t ru th  as seen  by the physica lly-focussed
persona lity.

Elastic  Un ity
If a ll lives a re simultaneous, how can  we "sort
ou t" or  link up any given  life with  another? If
“fu ture" and “past" lives in t er a ct  equa lly, a r e
we saying tha t  t he past  can  be changed? And
t h a t  t h er e is  n o “true" or  "s in gle" pa st  (or
pr esen t  or  fu t u r e), sin ce fr ee-will im plies a n
“op en -en d ed " in t er a ct ion  wh ich  ca n  a lwa ys
modify each  life, and therefore all lives?

These a re not  ea sy quest ions. Gone is t he
old (sta t ic) cer ta in ty of fu ture bu ilding on  past .
It  is  r epla ced by a  dyna mic uncer t a in ty t ha t
never theless opens up much  vast er  r ea lms of
cr ea t ive possibilit y.  Physicist  Ala in  Aspect 's
qu a n t u m  exper im en t s  in  P a r is , 1982, sh ow
clea r ly t ha t , a t  lea st  on  t ha t  level, t he “past "
cer ta in ly is shaped by the “fu tu re", in  tha t  the
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en d m ea su r em en t s do det er m in e t h e in it ia l
sta te.7 H owever , m u lt ip lyin g u p  qu a n t u m
uncer t a in t ies t o ou r  cause-and-effect  wor ld is
s t ill con t r over s ia l. Su ffice t o sa y t h a t  t h e
possibility exist s; tha t  past , presen t  and fu ture
can  be viewed a s an  ela st ic un ity, a t  lea st  in
some sense.

I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  t oo,  ch a os  t h e or y
dem on st r a t es clea r ly en ou gh  t h a t  or der  a n d
disorder  a re pa r t  of the same th ing - pa t t erns
con t a in  r a n dom  elem en t s wh ich  t h em selves
con t r ibu te t o t he pa t t ern , wh ile con t inu ing to
be r a n dom . It  is  possible t o h a ve bot h  open -
en dedn ess  a n d  a  fixed , over a ll pa t t er n ,
together  in  the same system - indeed, it  seems
to be a  un iversa l fea ture of Nature.

Th e m e s  an d Clu ste rs
F r om  t h e a n gle of t h e sou l, t h e dom in a t in g
theme (a lready sta ted) is of qua lity, and it  is in
t h ese t er m s  t h a t  we m a y "ca t a logu e" or
“reference”- an  en t ire cycle of persona lity lives.
Each  life or  ”project ion  " is concerned, not  with
pa st  en dea vor s , bu t  wit h  developm en t  of a
theme, or  qua lity or  a  set  of qua lit ies 3a . Some
lives  m a y be given  over  t o on e or  t wo
predominant  themes (making these persona lity
a ppea r a n ces a ppea r , t o t h e on looker , r a t h er
one-sided). Others will be more ba lanced over  a
va r iet y of t h em es. We ca n  t h in k  of "set s" or
"clu st er s" of lives defin ed in  t er m s of t h eir
com m on  dom in a n t  t h em es , ea ch  clu s t er
merging in to other  clu st er s by vir t ue of t heir
sha red sub-themes. If we use ray t erminology,
there wou ld be seven  ma in  groupings of lives
with in  a n  overa ll life-cycle, with  sha red sub-
ray factors linking them.

If we u se a s t r ologica l t h in k in g, t welve
m a in  clu s t e r s  a p p ea r . Th e  gr ou p s  a r e
det er m in ed by t h e qu a lit ies in volved, n ot  by
the t erminology used. Like a  r iver  delt a , these
va r ious clu st er s may be definable a s discr et e
gr ou pin gs, bu t  m er ge on e in t o t h e ot h er  t o
for m  a  con glom er a t e wh ole, a s  we wou ld
expect . Given  any one life then , we must  move
from th inking of “past-life in fluences " t o look
a t  t h e la r ger  (a n d su r ely m or e pr om isin g)
"clu ster of sim ilarly th em ed  lives" wh et h er

“past " or  “fu tu re”, which  have a  bear ing on  the
'”presen t" one.

"Fu tu re " Life  In flu e n ce s
The usua l quest ion  which  a r ises in  th is "equ al
opportunity" scena r io is why fu tu re lives seem
so m u ch  less  a ccess ible t h a n  ”pa s t ” lives .
Beggin g t h e qu est ion  t h a t  '”pa st " lives  a r e
in deed a s a ccessible a s som e people like t o
t h in k , we m u s t  in t er p r et  a ll  ot h er  life
in fluences in  t erms of an  added dimension  of
qua lity once aga in .3a Their  va lue, if any, lies in
the grea t er  in sigh t , wisdom or  under st anding
wh ich  t h is qu a lit y m a y pr ovide. Lives wh ich
express th is in  ways fa r  more developed than  a
given  life will be a s  lit t le  r ecogn ized  or
consciously apprecia t ed with in  tha t  given  life-
t ime as an  adu lt  would be if it  was able to give
a dvice or  su gges t ion s  t o it s  t odd ler -self.
Perhaps wha t  we th ink of as “fu ture lives " a re
s im ply t h ose lives  wh ich  em body gr ea t er
matur ity?

Karm a an d Fre e  Will
Such  a  thought  gives us a  possible defin it ion  of
'”pa st " a n d '”fu t u r e" in  psych ologica l t er m s,
a n d a llows u s  t o su ggest  possible wa ys in
which  each  can  a ffect  the other . F ir st  we must
defin e  “pa s t ”, “p r esen t " a n d  “fu t u r e”-a s
per son a lit y per cept ion s of st a t es of differ in g
psychologica l or  spir itua l matur ity.  Given  th is,
su ch  in t er a ct ion  becom es n o m or e difficu lt
than  an  in teract ion  between  people of differen t
t ypes in  a ny socia l grouping or  orga n iza t ion .
Usin g t h e a du lt -ch ild a n a logy a ga in , we ca n
sa y t ha t  t her e is a lwa ys t he possibilit y (in  a
"child" life) of an  unexpected "leap forward  in to
l i g h t ". Wh ile it  is  som et h in g in h er en t ly
possible, it  m a y n ot  for  va r iou s r ea son s be
actua lized.  Never theless, the "ad u lt" lives act
a s  a n  "im pellin g a t t r a ct ion " even  if n ot
con s ciou s ly r ecogn ized , a n d  in s igh t  or
illu m in a t ion  a llows pot en t ia l br ea k-t h r ou gh
a n d ch a n ge in  ever y “child” life.  E qu a lly,
"child" lives can  act  a s "both  a reason  an d  a
w a r n i n g" for  ot h er  m or e m a t u r e lives in  a
given  cluster . Karma  then  t akes on  the sor t  of
va lue tha t  the following quotes 8 suggests:
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“Karm a represen ts th e opportu n ity for
developm en t. It enables the ind ividual  [or the
group – R F] to en large understand ing through
experien ce, to fill in  gaps of ign oran ce, to d o
w h at  m u st  be d on e. Free w il l  is  a lw ays
involved".

Dh arm a an d Fu rth e r De ve lopm e n t
(“Evolu t ion” and "un foldmen t " a r e t erms tha t
a re in t r insica lly t ime-based. Or thodox religions
a n d esot er ic a ppr oa ch es n ecessa r ily t a ke a
t im e-ba s ed  view of a  "spiritu al fu tu re"-
N ir va n a ; H ea ven ; t h e Wa y of t h e H igh er
Evolu t ion . Tradit iona lly, th is becomes possible
when  (another  r eference to t ime) the sou l has
"liberated" it s e lf (a n d  it s  m a t er ia l) fr om
"desir e" (or  t he need to in t eract ).  How migh t
we t r y t o descr ibe  t h is  u s in g t im e-fr ee
concept s?  Perhaps the on ly way is  in   t erms
of a   "m u lt iple" a wa r en ess,  sin ce wit h ou t  a
t empora l "Beginning” or  “en d ” in  a  sense t he
en t ir e life-cycle of per sona lit y work is a lways
goin g t o be a  fa ct or  in  sou l-con sciou sn ess .
Wh a t  we ca n  su gges t  is  t h a t  a  la r ger
"dim en sion  " of life m u st  co-exist , som eh ow
in clu din g t h e lesser  wit h in  it s  own  t er m s of
reference. Th is idea  can  be descr ibed in  t erms
of "coincidence of vitality of varying m aturity".
Depending on  the "level" or  “field" of "vitality"
bein g u sed, so will be t h e over a ll spa n  of
a t ten t ion  and commitment .

Em e rge n t Qu alit ie s
 This is simila r  to the idea  of a  cen t ra l " life-
f or ce" t r a n s fe r r in g (t h r ou gh  s u cces s ive
"ident ifica t ions of un ity") it s a t ten t ion  from one
level of being to another . Bu t  such  a  wording
st ill has an  implicit  linear  t ime-basis.  Perhaps
a  bet t er  a pp r oa ch  (if m or e  d ifficu lt  t o
u n der s t a n d) is  t h a t  of P a u l Da vies : "Th e
m ist a ke m a de in  in vok in g a  life-for ce is  t o
over look  t h e fa ct  t h a t  a  m u lt i-com pon en t
syst em may possess collect ively qua lit ies t ha t
a re absen t , or  mean ingless, for  t he individua l
com pon en t s". 9 A "cen tral life-force" becom es
redundant , for  a ll tha t  is needed a re “field s" of
deepen ing awareness, each  adding qua lit ies by
vir t u e s im ply of t h eir  gr ea t er  “m a t u r i t y "

(which  we migh t  a lso th ink of a s "complexity",
t h ou gh  in  a  r ea l sen se it  is  a lso a  gr ea t er
S im p licit y 1 0 ). Th e exa ct  n a t u r e of t h eir
"in t er connect ion" is probably an  apprecia t ion
we wou ld h a ve t o gr a sp a t  a n  in t u it ive or
"buddhic" level, ra ther  than  a  menta l one.

Con clu s ion
Wh ile  s u ch  r a r e fie d  p r oje ct ion s  m a y
d em on s t r a t e  t h e  l im it s  of ou r  m en t a l
comprehension  of the reinca rna t ion  concept , it
is st ill possible t o do much  more than  simply
con cer n  ou r selves wit h  “pa st  lives". We ca n
look  a t : t h e r ich er  possibilit ies a r isin g fr om
themat ic clusters of lives, and begin  to consider
the psychologica l va lues tha t  such  open-ended
clu s t er in g m igh t  h a ve for  u s  in dividu a lly,
collect ively and as a  species.

We ca n  per h a ps a lso begin  t o con sider
t h em a t ic clu s t er in g a s  it  m a y a pp ly t o
planeta ry or  sola r  Logoi (forming sola r  systems
or  ga lact ic dust er s, for  example), or  changing
constella t ion  pa t t erns (a s possible percept ions
by u s  of ch a n gin g psych ologica l m a t u r it y,
ana logous to past /presen t /fu ture) .
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