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Rays  of Class ica l Gre e k De itie s
By Dr. R .F. N ewbold

In  a  r ecen t  edit ion  of t he J ou rn al of E soteric
Psychology, Ma r t in  F ieber t  h a s offer ed a  r a y
sch em e for  7  Gr eek  gods  a n d  7 Gr eek
goddesses (F ieber t , 1989). Th e sch em e offer s
va luable insigh t s bu t  appears to owe too much
t o  a  d e s i r e  for  s y m m e t r y  a n d
com p r eh en s iven es s . Th e  n u m ber  of 12
Olympian  deit ies does not  rea lly fit  in to a  7 ray
sch em e a n d even  if we in clu de t wo m a jor
ch t h on ic n on -0 lym p ia n s ,  H a d e s  a n d
P er seph on e, t h er e r em a in s t h e pr oblem  of a
m a jor  deit y, Dion ysu s, n ot  bein g in clu ded in
F ieber t 's  s ch em e. Dion ysu s  becom es  t h e
pan theon 's fift een th  deity (or  t h ir t een th  if we
confine a t t en t ion  to the Olympian  family), and
if we accept  the story tha t  has Hest ia  making
way for  Dionysus to keep the Olympian  figure
t o t welve, t h er e is  a  loss of sym m et r y, wit h
seven  m a les a n d five fem a les. F u r t h er m or e,
even  if we h a d a  cu lt u r e t h a t  ga ve equ a l
pr om in en ce t o ea ch  m em ber  of it s  fir st -r a n k
deit ies, a n d if t h e n u m ber  of t h a t  pa n t h eon
wa s a  m u lt iple of seven , we ca n n ot  a ssu m e
tha t  a  cu ltu re will a t  the same t ime give equa l
pr om in en ce t o ea ch  r a y, a n d t h u s a ppor t ion
ray a t t r ibu tes t o it s deit ies in  such  a  manner
a s t o a ckn owledge t h e equ a l s ign ifica n ce of
each  ray. It  cou ld be par t  of the dist inct iveness
of a  cu ltu re tha t  makes R over -or  under -va lue
one or  more of the rays.

F ieber t  matches 14 Greek deit ies with  rays
a s follows: l - Zeus a nd Hera , 2 - Apollo a nd
Aph r od it e , 3 - At h en a  a n d  H er m es , 4 -
Dem et er  a n d  P oseidon , 5 - Ar t em is  a n d
H ep h a es t u s , 6  - Ar es  a n d  H es t ia ,  7 -
Per sephone and Hades. Greek theology, even
by t h e  s t a n da r ds  of it s  t im e, wa s  n ot
pa r t icu la r ly a dva n ced  a n d  we sh ou ld  n ot
expect  t h eir  deit ies t o be pu r e r a y t ypes bu t
reflect  their  human worsh ippers a t  least  to the
exten t  of having dist inct  sou l and per sona lit y
r a ys. Fu r ther , when  t he deit ies a r e not  pu re
ent it ies bu t  most ly the resu lt s of confla t ion

between  two or  more deit ies, we cou ld expect
them to presen t  a  somewhat  var iega ted aspect .
F ieber t  a ckn owledges a  debt  t o J ea n  Bolen 's
st imu la t ing elabora t ion  of 7 Greek goddesses
a s J u n gia n  a r ch et ypes (Bolen , 1984). Wh ile
m a k in g for  fa scin a t in g r ea d in g, Bolen 's
elabora t ions a re h igh ly specu la t ive and for  the
sake of coherence can  neglect  cer t a in  fea tu res
of the mythology sur rounding a  goddess. Thus,
in  developing Demeter  a s the a rchetype of the
mother , Bolen  has lit t le to say of her  impor tan t
connect ion  with  the E leusin ian  myster ies. In  a
ser ies of a r t icles in  t h e J ou r n a l of E sot er ic
P sych ology, Mich a el Robbin s , en la r gin g on
hin t s and in format ion  provided by the Tibetan ,
has suggested sou l and persona lity rays for  the
pla n et a r y gods, t h u s: H eph a est u s (Vu lca n ) I
and 7, Hermes (Mercury) IV and 3, Ares (Mars)
I  a n d 6, Aph r odit e (Ven u s) V a n d 2, Zeu s
(J u pit er ) II  a n d 6, Cr on os (Sa t u r n ) I  a n d 7,
Uranus VII and 3 (Robbins, 1986 a , b, 1987).
Addit ion a lly, H a des  (P lu t o) h a s  a  1s t  r a y
per sona lity and Poseidon  (Neptune) a  6th  r ay
soul. This leaves, of the 13 non-ch thonic deit ies
of pa n t h eon , 5 goddesses, Ar t em is, At h en a ,
Hera , Hest ia , Demeter , a nd two gods, Apollo
and Dionysus.

Athena  was born  fu lly a rmed and u t t er ing
a  gr ea t  s h ou t  (Gr eek  Mega la ph on e, or
t elephone) from the head of her  fa ther , Zeus.
Zeu s  h a d  swa llowed  At h en a 's  p r egn a n t
mother , Met is, in  order  to subver t  a  prophecy
t h a t  a  ch ild  of Met is  wou ld ch a llen ge h is
supremacy. At  t he judgmen t  of Pa r is, Athena
offer ed P a r is  t h e power  t o be t h e gr ea t est
wa r r ior  in  t h e wor ld. H er  m a r t ia l a t t r ibu t es
included wear ing the specia l aegis or  sh ield of
Zeu s. Sh e wa s t h e on ly deit y en t r u st ed wit h
Zeu s' t h u n der bolt s  a n d wa s t h e pr ot ect or  of
st r ongholds. As a  wa r r ior , she wa s not ed for
h er  cu n n in g st r a t a gem s, su ch  a s h a vin g t h e
idea  for  the wooden  horse tha t  overcame Troy.
Sh e h a d a  keen  in t er est  in  la w, ju st ice, a n d
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polit ics  gen er a lly, wh er e  h er  gu ile  a n d
com m u n ica t ive  s k il ls  wer e  u s efu l .  S h e
in t r odu ced ju r ies t o r epla ce blood feu ds a s a
m ea n s of set t lin g dispu t es. At h en a  wa s a lso
closely a ssocia t ed with  economics, both  in  the
or igina l Greek sense of household management
a n d  in  t h e br oa der  sen se of com m er cia l
a ct ivit y. Olive oil wa s a  st a ple it em  for  loca l
consumpt ion  and t rade and a  gift  from Athena
t o m a n k in d . Th e  olive  t r ee  or  br a n ch
sym bolized  pea ce t h r ou gh  pr osper it y. Sh e
in ven t ed sever a l cr a ft s , su ch  a s  spin n in g,
wea vin g, a n d pot t er y, a n d a r t ifa ct s, su ch  a s
t h e  s h ip ,  p lou gh  a n d  d ou b le  flu t e -a n
inst rumen t  she r efused to play, however . She
n u r t u r ed t h e a r t s  t h a t  su s t a in  t h e life of
civilized com m u n it ies . At h en a  wa s a  gr ea t
weaver , both  of cloth  and plans. Her  man ifold
act ivit ies and communica t ive skill marked her
ou t  a s a  na tu ra l pa t ron  of educa t ion . A st rong
and independent  woman, she kept  her  distance
from men by reject ing mar r iage bu t  befr iended
mor t a l heroes who cou ld a ct  ou t  some of t he
qua lit ies she embodied. Rays 7, especia lly the
7A steadfastness and endurance aspect , and 3,
especia lly the 3B pract ica l act ivity a spect , a re
in dica t ed. H er  a ssocia t ion  wit h  wisdom  a n d
her  a t t r ibu te, the owl, migh t  sugest  r ay 2 (2B,
the wisdom aspect ) bu t  she was the daugh ter
of Met is, wh ich  m ea n s cu n n in g in t elligen ce,
ra ther  than  Soph ia . Athena 's owl appea red on
Athen ian  coins and th is link with  commercia l
a ct ivit y is  a  clu e t o t h e r ea l "wisdom " of
Athena . (On  the other  hand, her  wisdom may
r efer  t o t h e 1s t  r a y qu a lit y of wisdom  t o
establish , uphold or  enforce the law). The dr ive
or  n eed  for  a ch ievem en t , iden t ified  a n d
resea rched in  grea t  depth  by psychologist s in
recen t  yea rs, manifest s in  a  rest less sea rch  for
excellen ce, in n ova t ion  a n d en t r epr en eu r sh ip
t h a t  cor r espon ds t o r a y 3 beh a vior . In  h er
Roman gu ise of Minerva  (or , Minerva , der iving
fr om  m en s , in t elligen ce, des ign , in ven t ive
power ), At h en a  is a lso t h e wa r like pa t r on  of
a r t isans. Although  Athena  cou ld be a  voice for
mercy, she is ru led by the head ra ther  than  the
hea r t . Insofa r  a s Zeus was the supreme deity,
God, spear -car rying Athena  ident ified with  and

imposed h is plan , and thus manifested her  1st
r ay sou l pu rpose a s fea r less servan t  of God's
will. She r epresen t s t he idea l combina t ion  of
1st  r a y sou l en er gy a n d 3r d r a y per son a lit y,
wh er eby dyn a m ic spir it u a l will is  expr essed
with  crea t ive in telligence, adaptability, skillfu l
dexter ity and, where necessa ry, by an  indirect
approach .

Dionysus was born  from the th igh  of Zeus.
He had spen t  six mon ths in  t he womb of h is
mother  Semele, who had been  vapor ized a ft er
in sist ing, a t  t he ma licious u rging of Hera , on
seeing her  lover  in  a ll h is migh t  and ma jesty.
Hera  sought  to dest roy her  husband's offspr ing
by per secu t ing Dionysus' nu r ses and a ffect ing
h im  wit h  m a dn ess . Zeu s  sh owed u n u su a l
solicit u de for  t h is  pa r t icu la r  ch ild  of h is .
Dionysus thus survived and was commissioned
by h is sir e t o con fer  t wo boon s on  su ffer in g
human ity, ca re-dissolving wine and license to
revel. With  h is missiona ry band of sa tyr s and
power fu l, possessed wom en  (m a en a ds), h e
spread the new dispensa t ion  a s fa r  a  field a s
India , a  proto-Alexa nder  t he Grea t . H is gift s
wer e n ot  a lwa ys  welcom ed bu t  r es is t a n ce
m ea n t  disa st er  for  t h e r ecu sa n t s . Dion ysu s
br ou gh t  pa in , t er r or  a n d a lt er ed s t a t es  of
con sciou sn ess. Da n cin g a n d r h yt h m ic m u sic,
especia lly dr u m m in g, ca n  in du ce t r a n ces ,
in spir a t ion , in t oxica t ion . Wh er ever  h e wen t
there was dancing, loud explosive sounds from
a  va r iet y of voices a n d m u sica l in st r u m en t s,
r i t u a l  m a d n es s ,  a n d  or gia s t ic,  h igh ly
expr essive beh a vior . Dion ysu s wa s gen der -
ambiva len t  a lmost  to the poin t  of androgyny, a
veget a t ion  a n d  fe r t i l i t y god , a  god  of
m a sks/m a squ es, sh a pe-sh ift s  a n d pa r a doxes,
a n d  a n  a p p r op r ia t e  p a t r on  of d r a m a .
Th r ou gh ou t  h is  m or t a l ca r eer  h e su ffer ed
per iodica lly from the per secu t ion  of Hera  and
ot h er s , a n d  flu ct u a t ed  bet ween  t im or ou s
passivity and ru th less aggression . Among h is
t it les wer e t h e Rom a n  Liber  (F r ee) a n d t h e
Gr eek  Lu sios (Relea ser ). In  t h e a r ea  wh er e
Greek and Hindu  cu ltu res over lapped, he was
r ea dily iden t ified  wit h  t h e god Sh iva , t h e
Cr ea t or , Dest r oyer  a n d Cosm ic Da n cer . Th e
stock a t t r ibu t e of Dionysus and h is follower s
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was the spear -like thyrsus, a  fennel rod wound
a round with  ivy and with  a  pine cone on  t he
en d. Dion ysu s ' r a ys wou ld a ppea r  t o be 1,
pa r t icu la r ly t h e liber a t in g, des t r u ct ive 1B
a spect , a n d 4, pa r t icu la r ly t h e st r u ggle a n d
con fl ict  4 B  a s p e ct .  L ik e  At h e n a ,  h e
implemented the divine will, though  in  a  much
less ser en e wa y. Th is wa s pa r t ly beca u se h e
was not  a  fu ll immor ta l un t il r ewarded for  h is
service and eleva ted to Olympus and u lt ima te
reconcilia t ion  with  Hera . He was an  en t it y of
elem en t a l power  a n d cr u elt y, a ll t h e m or e
dest ruct ive to t hose misled by h is effemina te,
soft  appearance. But  to those not  commit ted to
t h e  old  s t r u ct u r es ,  h e  b r ou gh t  color ,
a bu n da n ce, fr eedom , ecst a t ic u n ion  wit h  t h e
divin e, en t h u s ia sm  (lit er a lly, t h e s t a t e of
h a vin g a  god in s ide  on eself). "On ce t h e
dancers launch  in to harmony and rhythm, they
a r e seized wit h  Ba cch ic t r a n spor t  a n d a r e
possessed," obser ved P la t o. Yet  t o t h ose wh o
cou ld n ot  h a n dle h is power , m a dn ess, t er r or
a n d  d r u n k en  excesses  su per ven ed . Wit h
t yp ica l r a y 4 du a lit y, Dion ysu s  r evea led
h im s e lf in  fa t h om les s  s i len ce  a n d  in
pa n dem on iu m . Th e h or r or s of t h e t r a gedies
per formed in  the thea t re of Dionysus r eleased
pen t -up feelings and provided ca tha r sis in  the
witnessing of dea th , su ffer ing and the reversa l
of for tune. In  Dionysus and h is exploit s, and in
the effect s of h is presence on  h is followers we
see the 4th  r ay per sona lit y, t orn  between  the
pola r it ies and lacking self-con t rol. The 1st  r ay
sou l pr ovides  pu r pose a n d s t a bilit y t o t h e
conflict ed per sona lity, and even tua l peace, bu t
n ot  a t  a n y pr ice a n d  n ot  a t  t h e cos t  of
evolu t ionary ray purpose. Idea lly, dynamic will
is  exp r es sed  h a r m on iou s ly a n d  wit h ou t
u n n ecessa r y con flict . To t h e ext en t  t h a t
Dionysus cou ld express t he grea t  pr inciple of
liber a t ion  t h r ou gh  da n ce, son g, m u s ic or
dr a m a , h e expr essed t h a t  idea l. Dion ysu s
dr a m a t ized h is  idea s  by t h e s it u a t ion s  h e
engineered and by the a r t ist s he pa t ron ized.

Apollo wa s t h e god of ligh t , P h oebu s t h e
radian t  One, and was often  associa ted with  the
sun . Born  of Zeus and Leto on  Delos, island of
ligh t , h e s lew t h e m on st r ou s  P yt h on  a n d

brough t  order  t o t he sa va ge la nd a round t he
n a vel, cen t r e or  com m on  h ea r t h  of Gr eek
wor ld, Delphi.

There he sen t  oft en  ambiguous prophecies
t h r ou gh  m ediu m s t o h u m a n it y. A h ea ler
h imself, he passed on  hea ling skills to h is son ,
Asclepius. As a  lover  of mor ta ls, he had a  poor
r ecor d, br in gin g lit t le su ccess t o h im self or
happiness to them. He led, inspired and played
t h e lyr e for  t h e n in e m u ses of t h e a r t s, a n d
Or ph eu s  wa s  h is  pr ot ege. H is  ot h er  ch ief
a t t r ibu tes were the bow (hence h is appella t ion
of the Fa r -St r iker ), and the lau rel or  bay-t ree,
wh ich  su pposedly h a d pu r ifyin g power s. F or
h is blood-gu ilt  incur red in  slaying the Cyclops
Apollo exp ia t ed  h im self by ser vin g Kin g
Admetus for  a  year . Apollo was associa ted with
r ea son , bea u t y, h a r m on y, pu r ifica t ion , a n d
exp ia t ion  of t h e  gu ilt  t h a t  com es  wit h
civiliza t ion . Th e su n  is a  2n d r a y bein g a n d
Apollo, a s ligh t -bea r er  a nd r evea ler  of t r u th ,
suggest s t he 2B wisdom a spect . He st ood for
the essence of wisdom, since wha t  he sa id was
believed , even  if h is  u t t er a n ce ca lled  for
con sider a ble in t u it ion  t o r evea l t h eir  t r u e
m ea n in g. Apollo's n a r cissism , self-a bsor pt ion
a n d fa iled r ela t ion sh ips su ggest  som e of t h e
weaknesses of the 4th  r ay. H is wide and deep
in volvem en t  in  t h e a r t s  a lso su ggest  r a y 4
in flu en ce, m a in ly t h e 4A cr ea t ion  of bea u t y
and ha rmony aspect , t he qua lit ies tha t  r evea l
themselves so plea singly in  t he ba lanced and
ca r efu lly ca lcu la t ed pr opor t ion s of a  Gr eek
t em p le . H is  m os t  well  k n own  wis d om
u t t er a n ces  a lso h a ve a  4t h  r a y color in g,
counseling self-con t rol, modera t ion  and being
centered: absta in  from inauspicious words; fea r
a u t h or it y; do n ot  glor y in  s t r en gt h ; m a ke
obeisa n ce t o t h e divin e; h a t e h u br is; gover n
you r  sp ir it ; obser ve t h e lim it ; n ot h in g in
excess; kn ow you r self. An d, h e m igh t  h a ve
added, in  beau ty, t ru th . By offer ing expia t ion
from sin , Apollo offer ed peace in  place of t he
pa in  a n d  t or m en t  of gu ilt . Idea lly, self-
knowledge and understanding of the causes of
disea se per m it s  h a r m on iou s  expr ess ion  of
wisdom  a n d  love. Aes t h et ic sen s ibilit ies
pr ovide a  ch a n n el for  a  ligh t -bea r in g h ea ler
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a n d t ea ch er . Apollo's  cla r it y a n d  ba la n ce
complemen ted t he dyna mics a nd en thusia sm
of Dionysus and they came to share worsh ip a t
Delphi.

Hest ia , qu iet  goddess of t he hea th  (La t in ,
focu s) wa s  a  deeply r espect ed a n d widely
wor sh ipped deit y. E ldest  s ist er  of Zeu s a n d
Hera , she was withou t  mor t a l fr a ilt ies and is
t h e su bject  of n o m yt h s, a pa r t  fr om  a  st or y
t h a t , wea r y of Olym pic dom est ic s t r ife, sh e
ceded h er  pla ce in  t h e t welve t o Dion ysu s.
Accor din g t o P la t o, h er  n a m e m ea n s  "t h e
emergence of t h ings." No images of her  were
made, she was formless, abst ract , a  wise virgin
figu r e, a ssocia t ed wit h  s t illn ess , sa n ct u a r y,
s t a bilit y, con t em pla t ion , a n d t h e wa r m in g,
illu m in a t in g, sa n ct ifyin g, per pet u a l fla m e a t
t h e cen t r e of t h e h ou se, t h e cit y, a n d, a t
Delph i, t h e Gr eek  wor ld. A m ild, ch a r it a ble
figure, she is the a rchetype of the woman  who
becom es  a  n u n , is  h a p p i ly s in gle  or
dom est ica t ed, con t en t edly pu r su in g h er  own
in t er est s a n d focu sin g in wa r ds. Th r ou gh  fir e
sh e p r ovided  a  br idge fr om  m or t a ls  t o
immor ta ls, t r ansforming and bea r ing upwards
sa cr ificed goods. Th is media t ing role is oft en
given  t o or  t a k en  by sa in t s . H est ia 's  a ll-
per su a s iven ess  h elps  expla in  h er  r ela t ive
anonymity. Having so lit t le "per sona lit y" one
m igh t  s im ply select  a  sou l r a y for  h er , or
regard her  as a  pure ray type. One of the t it les
of t h e 6t h  r a y Lor d  is  t h e Im per ish a ble
Flaming One. The 6th  is a  ray often  associa ted
with  sa in t liness. Hest ia  a ppea r s t o belong t o
the more myst ica l, qu iet ly devoted 6A subtype.
Aldous Huxley (Huxley 1946), comment ing on
t h e declin e in  popu la r it y of h a giogr a ph y,
a t t r ibu t ed it  t o t h e a ppa r en t  t ediu m  of t h e
simple, humble, focused life tha t  is without  the
fla ws t ha t  lend in t er est  t o t he lives of lesser
m or t a ls . I f H es t ia  is  t o h a ve a  sepa r a t e
p e r s on a l i t y  r a y,  t h e  2n d  s eem s  m os t
appropr ia te, giving a  combina t ion  tha t  a t  t imes
lacks a sser t iveness to uphold idea ls (Olympus
needed her  ca lming presence) bu t  wh ich  may
su cceed in  doin g so wit h  a  sen sit ive, k in dly
manner .

As Zeu s ' con sor t , H er a  wa s a  power fu l,

r ega l figu r e wit h  a  r a t h er  n ega t ive im a ge
amongst  the Greeks. She was the pa t ron  of a ll
stages of a  woman 's life in  rela t ion  to men , and
sh e cou ld be pr ot ect ive a n d n u r t u r in g. Hera
wa s  r ecogn ized a s  s t a n din g for  im por t a n t
idea ls , su ch  a s  com m it m en t  a n d fidelit y in
m a r r ia ge (a n d h en ce secu r e pa t er n it y), a n d
s t a bilit y in  com m u n it y life  bu t  sh e a lso
exem plified  h ow h ell h a t h  n o fu r y lik e a
woman scorned. She passed on  her  ferocity and
la ck  of con t r ol t o h er  son , t h e wa r -god Ar es.
Lik e Zeu s , sh e cou ld  br in g on  t h u n der ,
ligh t n in g a n d s t or m s. In  keepin g wit h  t h e
a r ch et ype, h er  loya lt y a n d devot ion  t o h er
husband was such  tha t  he was spa red most  of
her  jea lous anger , and "the other  woman" and
her  ch ildren  were the t a rget s of Hera 's wra th ,
depite the fact  the women were usua lly vict ims
ra ther  t han  the willing pa r tner s of Zeus. Her
a t t r ibu t es included t he peacock, cow and t he
Milky Way, symbols of pr ide, wa tchfu lness and
fer t ilit y. An d wh en  t h a t  gr ea t  ba n d of st a r s
combines with  the peacock we get  an  image of
s t a r r y-eyed idea lism . H er a  s ided  wit h  t h e
Greeks aga inst  t he Trojans, not  on ly because
P a r is  h a d r eject ed h er  cla im s t o t h e golden
apple, bu t  because he had viola ted a  mar r iage
by h is abduct ion  of Helen . For  da r ing t o t est
h er  own  fidelit y, Ixion  wa s  d ispa t ch ed t o
Ta r t a rus  t o  be  st r et ched  ou t   on   an  ever -
t u r n in g wh eel of fir e. Yet  t h is  a ppa r en t ly
a dm ir a ble fidelit y m a y h a ve led t o a  cer t a in
m a r t yr  com plex a n d  bit t er n ess  t h a t  h er
sa cr ifices  wer e n ot  a dequ a t ely r ewa r ded .
Tieresias had had exper ience of being a  woman
a s well a s a  m a n  a n d wh en  h e a vowed t h a t
wom en  der ive n in e t im es a s m u ch  plea su r e
from sex t han  men , in st ead of being plea sed,
she blinded h im, suggest ing a  fa ilu re of some
k in d t o com e t o t er m s wit h  sexu a lit y. In
psych oa n a lyt ic t h eor y, blin din g equ a t es wit h
ca s t r a t ion . Th e s t or y t h a t  sh e con ceived
Hepaestu s withou t  benefit  of in t er cou r se is a
pecu lia r ly 6th  r ay fan ta sy. One of the 6th  r ay
Lor d 's  t it les  is  t h e Im pla ca ble Ru ler , a n d
H e r a 's  v in d ict ive n e s s  a n d  d e s t r u ct ive
qu a r r elsom en ess is  t h e n ega t ive side of t h e
milit an t , fiery aspect  of th is ray, 6B, which  can
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a lso convey devot ion , loya lty and no-nonsense
idea lism. Her  pr ide, cruelty, egot ism, her  love
of bein g qu een  a n d con t r ollin g ot h er s , h er
r e p r e s s ive  s e l f-con t a in m e n t ,  a n d  h e r
u n com pr om isin g expect a t ion  of loya lt y fr om
ot h er s a r e Ist  r a y per son a lit y fea t u r es t h a t
appea r  in  combina t ion  with  t he 6th  r ay sou l.
Passiona t e devot ion  t o idea ls combine with  a
powerfu l and unrest ra ined desire to impose the
per son a l will a n d fu r t h er  t h e ca u se. Idea lly,
t h e ca u se of sa cr ed m a r r ia ge ben efit s  wh en
humility, rest ra in t  and wider  vision  elimina tes
t h e  vu ln e r a b i l i t y  t o h u m il ia t ion  a n d
fr u s t r a t ion  t h a t  p r id e  a n d  n a r r own es s
engender .

Th e De- (or  Da -) of Dem et er  m a y m ea n
ea r t h , a n d m et er  cer t a in ly m ea n s m ot h er .
Demeter  lived in  a  for t ress-like pa lace, a  single
mother  in  a  one ch ild household. She sought  to
keep her  daugh ter  Per sephone to her self and
insu la t ed from the ou t side wor ld bu t , despit e
h er  pr eca u t ion s. P er seph on e wa s seized by
Hades and taken  to the underwor ld. Demeter 's
deep mourn ing for  her  daugh ter  a fflict ed t he
pla n t  k in gdom , h it h er t o yieldin g fr u it s  a n d
n u t s  for  m a n k in d in  a  per pet u a l sea son  of
abundance. Mass st a rva t ion  was preven ted by
a  dea l whereby Per sephone was able to spend
some of the yea r  with  her  mother . The joyous
ea r t h  spr ou t ed wit h  n ew life a t  su ch  t im es.
Thus the seasons came in to being. In  th is new
cyclic d ispen sa t ion , cer ea l a gr icu lt u r e wa s
given  ou t  by Dem et er  t o h u m a n it y a n d t h e
m yst er ies of life a n d dea t h  wer e r evea led t o
in it ia t es a t  E leu sis. Dem et er , t h e possessive
n u r t u r er , r ela xed t h e a pr on  st r in gs t o som e
exten t  and an  impor tan t  evolu t iona ry st ep for
h u m a n it y t ook  p la ce .  Th e  com for t in g,
unst ructu red, uncha llenging, somewha t  Eden-
like ea r lier  way of life was gone. The Eleusian
m ys t e r ies  wer e  h e ld  u n d er gr ou n d  a n d
celebra t ed the sacred mar r iage of heaven  and
ea r th , ma t t er  and spir it , t he h ighest  and the
lowest .  Demeter 's ch ief symbol was an  ea r  of
gr a in . At  a  key poin t  in  t h e r it u a l, in it ia t es
were shown the symbol, and saw the seeds a s
bein g ph ys ica l con t a in er s  of sp ir it  a n d
im m or t a lit y, t h e  d r os s  t h a t  cover s  t h e

a lch em ica l gold . Th e n in e-da y cer em on y
pr escr ibed ca r efu l r u les  a n d disciplin es  t o
prepare the groups of in it ia tes for  the u lt imate
exper ien ce wh en  people h a d, t em por a r ily a t
lea st , given  u p cer t a in  com for t s  in  or der  t o
grow. In  tha t  mor ta ls were bur ied in  the ea r th ,
Demeter  provided a  tomb as well a s the womb
for  mankind. Her  7th  ray connect ions with  life
a ft er  dea t h , elem en t a l for ces , t h e m in er a l
k in gdom  a n d su bt er r a n ea n  wor ld a r e clea r ,
pa r t icu la r ly the crea t ive and t r ansformat iona l
a spect , 7B. Of t he t h ree r ays t ha t  govern  the
plan t  kingdom, it  is the 2nd tha t  is a ssocia ted
wit h  cer ea ls. Dem et er  cr ea t ed by expr essin g
t h e d ivin e des ign  t h r ou gh  for m  a n d t h u s
fu lfi l led  a  7 t h  r a y s ou l p u r p os e . H er
dependence - fost er ing over -a t t achment  to her
daughter  suggest s one of the persona lity fau lt s
of the 2nd ray. The associa t ing  t endencies  of
t h is  r a y  a ppea r   in   t h e  a n n u a l  pea cefu l
ga ther ing of Greek communit ies a t  the t emple
of Dem et er ' in  Th er m opyla e a ft er  t h e gr a in
wa s  sown . Bu t  t h e  r h yt h m  a n d  r it u a l
organiza t ion  of the 7th  ray may a lso be eviden t
h er e, ju s t  a s  t h e 7t h  r a y a ppea r s  in  t h e
worsh ip of Demeter  a s a  guardian  of corpora te
bod ies  a n d  ci t y a s s em blies .  Dem et e r ’s
associa t ion  with  law appears in  the Oath  taken
to her , Zeus a nd Athena  by Athen ia n  judges
a n d  ju r or s . I d ea lly, Dem et er  exp r es s es
st r u ct u r ed livin g m ellowed by wa r m t h  a n d
generosity, and she dissolves the blockages and
h ea ls t h e debilit a t ion  a n d disea se ca u sed by
the fear  of dea th .
 Ar t em is wa s a  gr ea t  vir gin a l figu r e a n d
n a t u r e goddess wh o ca m e t o be pa r t icu la r ly
associa ted with  the hun t ing and nur tu rance of
a n im a ls. An  a ccu r a t e a r ch er  a n d lea der  of a
band of nymphs, she was a  somewha t  r emote
figu r e, livin g in  t h e wild , especia lly on
mounta ins, with  her  silver  bow, a  symbol of the
n ew m oon . Sh e wa s closely a ssocia t ed wit h
ch ildbir t h , adolescen t  in it ia t ion  t o adu lthood,
a n d m a r r ia ge. Wom en  in  ch ildbir t h  in voked
h er  a id . Qu ick  t o pr ot ect  a n d pu n ish , sh e
en joyed t h e fr eedom  of n on -a t t a ch m en t  a n d
rela t ive solitude and was, by Greek standards,
a  liber a t ed, a t h let ic wom a n  wh o kn ew fr om
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very young wha t  she wanted in  life, and got  it .
Ar t em is cou ld be r u t h less  a n d u n for givin g;
wh en  on e of h er  com pa n ion s wa s 'a ped’ by
Zeu s , sh e t u r n ed  t h e vict im  in t o a  bea r .
Wit h ou t  a wa it in g a n y exp la n a t ion , s h e
dest royed t he hun t er  Act a eon  when  he ca me
u pon  h er  ba t h in g. Bea r s , qu a ils , goa t s  a n d
oxen  wer e  p a r t icu la r ly a s s ocia t ed  wit h
Ar temis, a s was the moon and it s rhythms and
it s  pa le, s ilver y, m yst er iou s ligh t . Ar t em is '
fr equen t  depict ion  a s a  t or ch  bea rer  suggest s
both  the seeker  a ft er  and the shedder  of ligh t .
H er  specia l r ela t ion sh ip  wit h  t h e a n im a l
kingdom, her  a ssocia t ion  with  t he moon , her
power  t o dest r oy a n d in it ia t e, h er  m er ciless
judgmen t , her  presiding over  r it es of pa ssage
su ggest  5t h  r a y in flu en ce. Sh e pr esided over
t h e m er gin g of t h e a n im a l k in gdom  in t o t h e
h u m a n  via  dom est ica t ion , a n d a t  h er  r it es
humans adopted an ima l ga rb, perhaps a  way
of illu st r a t ing t he Permeabilit y of t he border
between  the kingdoms. As the moon  she was a
recept ive agent  of illumina t ion , and living with
na tu re qua lified her  to discover  the keys to a s
m yst er ies . Of t h e 5t h  r a y Lor d t it les , Th e
Keeper  of t h e Secr et , Th e Clou d u pon  t h e
Mou n t a in  Top, a n d (via  a r r ows) Th e Gr ea t
Connector  fit  well. Pa t ience and per severance
are 5th  ray qua lit ies tha t  make a  good hun ter .
Her  connect ion  with  fer t ilit y migh t  pa r t ly be
expla in ed by t h e 5t h  r a y t en den cy t o wor k
through  the sacra l chakra . If Ar temis has a  1st
r a y per son a lit y, h er  r ela t ion  t o dea t h  a n d
des t r u ct ion , a s  well a s  h er  det a ch m en t ,
independence,  toughness,  focus on  her  t a rget ,
leadersh ip of a  land and spir it  of adventure a re
expla ined. Focus, det achmen t , ha r shness and
dest ruct iveness a r e qua lit ies common  to both
rays. Like na tu re, Ar t emis was fer t ile, cruel,
awesome, beau t ifu l and myster ious. With  her
will u n im peded  by em ot ion  Ar t em is  wa s
equ ipped t o im per son a lly over see r it es  of
passage. Her  deep knowledge of na tu re and it s
r h yt h m s , in  p a r t icu la r , offer ed  h er  a n
oppor tun ity to t ap the wisdom of an imals, and
cou ld be used to help overcome communa l and
individua l cr ises.

In  sum, the following sou l and per sona lity

r a ys  a r e p r oposed  for  t h e deit ies  u n der
discussion :

Athena  1A and 3B, Dionysus 1B and 4B,
Apollo IIB and 4A, Hest ia  II and 6A, Hera  VIB
and 1, Demeter  VIIB and 2, Ar temis VA and 1.
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