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Esote ric  Satu rn :
Th e  Th ird Syn th e s izin g  P lan e t

By Lawson Bracewell

This paper  will explore the concept  of esoter ic
Sa tu rn  in  two sect ions. The fir st  will pr esen t
t he lit er a tu r e concern ing esot er ic Sa tu rn , it s
r ela t ionsh ip to Sa tu rn , and it s r ela t ionsh ip to
ether ic cen ters. The second sect ion  will presen t
r esea r ch  on  t h e effect s  of esot er ic Sa t u r n
t ransit s in  clien t  char t s.

Se ction  1:
There is in  both  A T reatise On Cosm ic Fire and
E soteric A strology p a s s in g r e fer en ces  t o
esoter ic Sa tu rn . The most  explicit  r eference is
on  pg. 777 of TCF: "Those who a re working in
t h e Ur a n u s, t h e Nept u n e, a n d t h e Sa t u r n
sch em e wor k  som ewh a t  differ en t ly t o t h ose
fu n ct ion in g in  t h e Ven u s, t h e Vu lca n , t h e
Mars, the Mercury, the J upiter , the Ear th , and
t h e exot er ic Sa t u r n  sch em e, a n d so do t h e
Manasadevas of the inner  round". The Tibetan
is  h er e explicit ly s t a t in g t h a t  t h er e is  a n
esoter ic and an  exoter ic Sa turn  scheme.

The diagrams on  pg. 369, 370, and 373 of
TCF a lso suggest  two Sa tu rns. F ir st , a  list  is
pr esen t ed of seven  sa cr ed a n d n on -sa cr ed
planets and a  list  of th ree synthesizing planets.
Sa tu rn  is shown  in  both  list s. Second, in  t he
following diagrams of these list s, Sa turn  is a lso
shown in  both  pa t terns.

Since we have no visua l evidence, esoter ic
Sa turn  is probably a  non-physica l ether ic body.
The Tibet a n  a ssu res u s t ha t  t her e a r e ma ny
such  bodies in  ou r  sola r  syst em. He st a t es on
pg. 793 of TCF: "There a r e more t han  115 of
such  bodies to be reckoned with , and a ll a re a t
va rying st ages of vibra tory impu lse." In  other
words, each  of these bodies is an  evolving being
and is therefore a  scheme.

Each  planeta ry scheme occupies a  major  or
m in or  cen t er  in  t h e body of t h e sola r  Logos.
Th er efor e , exot er ic a n d  esot er ic Sa t u r n
pr oba bly gover n  t wo sepa r a t e cen t er s . We
know tha t  exoter ic Sa tu rn  governs the th roa t

cen ter . I feel t here is evidence to suggest  tha t
esoter ic Sa turn  governs the Alta  Major  cen ter
. The Tibetan  on  pg. 1163-1164 of TCF gives
in format ion  as to the cen ter s governed by each
pla n et a r y Logos. H e a ssign s Sa t u r n  t o t h e
th roa t  cen ter . As to the Alt a  Ma jor  cen ter , he
says (refer r ing a lso to the pinea l and pitu it a ry
body) t h a t : "Cer t a in  of t h e pla n et oids h a ve
t h eir  pla ce h er e, a n d on e sch em e wh ich  h a s
passed ou t  of act ivity, and is in  a  condit ion  of
qu iescen ce a n d n on -a ct ivit y." H e goes on  t o
suggest  tha t  the scheme ru ling the Alta  Major
cen ter  is ether ic and tha t : "These cen ters, with
no dense physica l globe, const it u t e wha t  ha s
som et im es been  ca lled ‘t h e in n er  r ou n d' a n d
t r a n sm it  t h eir  for ce t h r ou gh  t h ose gr ea t er
cen t er s wh ich  h a ve been  spoken  of in  occu lt
books a s h a vin g a  con n ect ion  wit h  t h e in n er
round".

There a re st rong links between  the th roa t
and Alta  Major  cen ter s. The th roa t  cen ter  is a
syn t h esizin g cen t er  for  t h e lower  cen t er . On
pa ge 1160 of TCF , t h e Tibet a n  s t a t es  t h a t
these cen ter s become syn thesized in  the head
when  a  t r iangle of cen t er s becomes vit a lized.
Th is t r iangle is composed of t he cen ter  a t  t he
ba se of t h e spin e, t h e t h r oa t  cen t er  a n d t h e
Alta  major  cen ter .

Sa tu rn  ru les t he t h roa t  cen ter  and seems
a lso to descr ibe the funct ion  of the Alta  Major
cen t er . Both  a r e a ssocia t ed with  ka rma . The
throa t  cen ter  is the crea tor  of ka rma  since it  is
th rough th is cen ter  tha t  the word is a r t icu la ted
or  t he form is cr ea t ed. The Alt a  Ma jor  cen ter
h a s t o do wit h  t h e r esolu t ion  of ka r m a  or  a
r eaping process. Th is cen t er  is r efer r ed t o on
p g.  1 1 6 0  of T C F  a s : "cor r e s p on d in g
in terest ingly to the t r iple form const ructed by
t h e ego in  t h e t h r ee wor lds ." Sa t u r n  is
regarded as ru ling the th ree wor lds.

Wh a t  seem s n ecessa r y in  u n der st a n din g
exoter ic and esoter ic Sa tu rn  is to sepa ra te the
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funct ions and cha ract er ist ics of Sa tu rn  in  the
lit era tu re in to two list s. As an  example, on  pg.
105 of Esot er ic Ast rology: "Sa tu rn 's power  is
complet ely ended and h is work accomplished
wh en  m a n  (spir it u a l m a n ) h a s fr eed h im self
fr om  Ka r m a  a n d fr om  t h e power  of t h e t wo
Cr os s es : t h e  Com m on  a n d  t h e  F ixed .
Esot er ica lly, Sa tu rn  cannot  follow man  on  t o
t h e Ca r d in a l Cr oss ." Th is  m u s t  r efer  t o
exoter ic Sa turn . Then , on  pg. 71: "At  the four th
in it ia t ion , Mer cu r y a n d Sa t u r n  a ga in  br in g
a bou t  gr ea t  ch a n ges a n d u n iqu e r evela t ion s,
bu t  t heir  effect  is very differen t  t o the ea r lier
exper ience." Th is, I suggest , r efer s t o esoter ic
Sa tu rn . Fu r ther , t he Tibet an  gives Sa tu rn  a s
the h iera rch ica l ru ler  of Libra . I t h ink we can
a ssu m e t h is t o be esot er ic Sa t u r n , sin ce t h e
h iera rch ica l ru ler s on ly become fu lly opera t ive
when the man is on  the Cardina l cross.

Th e a s t r ologer , Ch a r les  J a yn e, in  h is
Ar ca n e Ser ies , T h e U n k n ow n  Plan ets, h a s
pr oposed t h a t  esot er ic Sa t u r n  is  a n  et h er ic
pla net  na med Sigma . J a yne ha s dr a wn  upon
t h e wor k  of t h e a st r ologer , Da n e Rudhyar ,
w h o,  in  T h e A st rology  of  Person a l i t y ,
postu la ted th ree "h igher  moons". One of these,
t he one J a yne suggest s is Sigma , is between
the orbit  of J upiter  and Sa tu rn . Th is body was
predicted by ast ronomer  Dr . William Picker ing
wh o m ea su r ed  t h e per t u r ba t ion  of ot h er
planet s, suggest ing tha t  it  was not  dense, bu t
a lso n ot  wit h ou t  ph ys ica l su bs t a n ce. H e
assigned Sigma a  per iod of 13.93 years.

Th is or bit  su ggest s a  st r on g r ela t ion sh ip
between  Sigma  and Sa tu rn . It  is very close to
the 14-year  ha lf cycle of Sa turn . It  is composed
of t wo seven -yea r  per iods , a n d we u su a lly
th ink of Sa tu rn  a s genera t ing t he seven -yea r
cycle with  it s four  seven-yea r  per iods equa ling
28.

I wou ld suggest , however , t ha t  it  is Sigma
and not  Sa tu rn  tha t  genera t es the seven-yea r
cycle. It  is the ha lf and not  the qua r t er  per iod
of a  planet  t ha t  genera t es rhythms. The ha lf
cycle of Sigma is just  days shor t  of seven  years,
wh ile t he qua r t er  cycle of Sa tu rn 's 29.5 yea r
cycle is 7.36 yea r s. Seven  yea r s is the poin t  of
com plet ion  for  m a n y cycles. Most  m a r r ia ges

end a t  a  mu lt iple of seven  yea r s; t he median
for  m a r r ia ges in  t h e Un it ed St a t es is  seven
years. Invest iga t ion  in to inspira t ion  in  the a r t s
ha s shown  a  rhythm of seven  yea r s. And the
st a tu t e of limit a t ions on  va r ious lega l act ions
is seven  years.

Va r ious esot er ic t r adit ions a lso suggest  a
fou r t een -yea r  cycle. I t  is  com posed  of a
br ea t h in g ou t  a n d a  br ea t h in g in . Or , it  is
descr ibed as seven  years below the hor izon  and
seven  above.
  All of t h ese a ssocia t ion s wit h  t h e seven -
yea r  cycle r ela t e it  and Sigma  to endings and
accomplishmen t s. J ayne's Teacher  a lso st a t ed
t h a t  it  wa s "t h e pla n et  closely lin ked wit h
Karma, Karma being not  of the flesh  bu t  of the
Spir it , a n d t h a t  a t  it s  h igh est  it  r efer r ed t o
Sola r  Beings and those who have been  of use to
t h e Lor ds  of Ka r m a ." J a yn e su ggest s  t h a t
Sigm a  is  t h e t h ir d syn t h esizin g pla n et  wit h
Neptune and Uranus. Since Uranus t r ansmit s
the 7th  Ray and Neptune the 6th  Ray, Sigma
wou ld logica lly t r a n sm it  t h e 5t h  Ra y. As a
syn t h esizin g t r ia n gle, we cou ld see Ur a n u s
t r a n sm it t in g t h e 1st  Ra y, Nept u n e t h e 2n d
Ray, and Sigma the 3rd Ray.

Se ction  2
The r esea rch  study tha t  I  have complet ed on
Sigma  is based on  an  ephemer is developed by
Michael Er lewine. It  is der ived from the work
of ast ronomer  Dr . William P icker ing. I chose a
sample of my clien t s who I in tu it ively felt  had
taken  or  were soon  to take the fir st  in it ia t ion . I
sought  to ver ify the effect s of sign ifican t  Sigma
t ransit s to their  na ta l char t s.

What  I requested the research  respondents
to do was descr ibe t he sign ifican t  even t s and
their  lea rn ing from the even t s in  the per iod of
t h e t r a n sit  of Sigm a . I  ga ve t h em  begin n in g
a n d  en d in g da t es , bu t  I  ga ve t h em  n o
in for m a t ion  on  t h e n a t u r e of t h e t r a n sit in g
planet  or  the purpose of my research .

Th e ch a r a ct er ist ics of m y r esea r ch  gr ou p
were: They were a ll clien t s whom I had done
severa l readings for ; there were 10 men and 13
women  for  a  t ot a l of 23; and t he median  age
was 47. For  the major ity of them, the t ransit s I
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r equ est ed in for m a t ion  a bou t  occu r r ed wit h in
t h e la s t  t h r ee yea r s  (t o en cou r a ge t h eir
memory of t he even t s). All Sun  signs (minus
Cancer ) were r epresen t ed with  six Leos, fou r
Capr icorns, and three Ar ies.
  The r esponses had a  simila r  t heme. All of
t h em  m en t ion ed en din gs, cu lm in a t ion , a n d
dea th . One response was as ext reme as: "I felt
I was sta r ing Dea th  in  the face." (She a lso had
t r a n sit in g Sa t u r n  in  t h e fir s t  h ou se). E a ch
descr ibed a  sh ift  fr om  on e st a t e of r ea lit y or
a t tachment  to another . Those who were having
Sigm a /Su n  t r a n s it s  r epor t ed  lea r n in g t h e
following.
1. Appea rance and r ea lit y a r e not  t he same

th ing.
2. I/we st ruggle to a lign  with  power .
3. I have to take hold of my own life.
4. I cannot  take life for  gran ted.
5. I lea rned not  to t rust .
6. I am capable of dea ling with  cha llenges.
7. I appear  to have everyth ing but  have

noth ing.
8. I can  st ick to a  vision .
9. I lea rned to have courage.
10. I can  die and be reborn .
11. I lea rned independence.
12. Th in gs  t ha t  seem  per m a n en t  a r e n ot

necessar ily permanent .
13. Trying to force th ings does not  work.
14. I  u n der s t ood  t h e  va lu e of h a vin g a

rela t ionsh ip.
15. I lea rned to work in  a  group and see self a s

par t  of a  group.
16. I lea rned to let  go of fears.
17. I lea rned to see myself as a  spir itua l being.
18. I ]ea rned to va lue myself.
 19. I lea rned tha t  I am a  soul.
20. I awoke to a  new sense of myself.
21. I  lea r n ed t o h a ve a  s t r on ger  sen se of

purpose.
22. I lea rned to let  go of mother .
23. I lea rned to act  when  cha llenged.
24. In  the sha t t er ing of my innocence, I saw a

spir itua l me.
25. I became more sensit ive.
26. I can  stand for  myself.
27. I  ca n  cr ea t e  a n d  wor k  in  m y own

environment .
28. I can  be me and not  just  a  role.
20. I can  set  clea rer  self-boundar ies.
30. I love being whole and self-sufficien t .
31. I  h a ve a n  en or m ou s  ca pa cit y for  self-

wounding.
32. I have a  clea rer  sense of t he self and the

non-self.
E a ch  of t h ese clien t s did, of cou r se, a lso

have many other  sign ifican t  t r ansit s occur r ing
a t  t h e sa m e t im e a s t h e Sigm a  t r a n sit . F or
most  of them, I cou ld look a t  the other  t r ansit s
and immedia tely see how both  the even t s tha t
they descr ibed and the lea rn ing tha t  they had
cou ld  h a ve been  t r igger ed  by t h ese ot h er
t r ansit s a lone. While th is does not  nega te the
possible va lidity of the Sigma  t r ansit s, it  does
weaken  a  st rong causa t ive link.
   I have chosen , therefore, th ree char t s tha t
seem to make the st rongest  case for  the Sigma
t ransit  to be the causa t ive factor . In  discussing
t h em , I  will look  a t  t h e Sa t u r n , U r a n u s ,
Nept u n e, a n d P lu t o t r a n sit s  t h a t  t h ey wer e
h a vin g a t  t h a t  t im e. I  will r efer  t o t h em  a s
Cha r t s 1, 2, and 3 and they a r e presen t ed a t
the end of th is a r t icle.
  Cha r t  1: Th is clien t  a t  t he age of 41 was
exper iencing an  eigh t -mon th  t r ansit  of Sigma
to her  na ta l Sun /Sigma  con junct ion  in  the 7th
house. She was a lso having Sa tu rn  t r ansit ing
her  fir st  house and P lu to squar ing her  Sa tu rn .
Her  pr imary even t  was the sta r t ing of her  own
bu sin ess . Sh e ga ve a s  h er  lea r n in g: "I  a m
capable of dea ling with  cha llenges, I can  st ick
to a  vision , 1 lea rned courage, I lea rned to feel
the fea r  and do it  anyway, I exper ienced dea th
and rebir th ."
  Th is  wom a n  wen t  in t o bu sin ess  wit h  a
pa r tner . The sun  is the ru ler  of the 8th  house
a s well a s being in  t he 7th  house. The even t
does seem rela ted to the Sigma  t ransit . Of her
lea r n in g, t h e a bilit y t o st ick  t o a  vision , t h e
developmen t  of cou rage and the abilit y t o act
despite fear , a ll seem to be Sun  rela ted.

Cu r r en t ly, s h e  is  a  s t u d en t  in  t h e
University of the Seven  Rays MSE program. In
her  community, she is pa r t  of a  hea ling cen ter
and t eaches esot er ic a st rology. Her  long-t erm
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goa l is to t each  in  the prepara tory occu lt  school
in  New Zea land.

Cha r t  2: At  41, t h is clien t  had t r ansit ing
S igm a  con ju n ct  h is  n a t a l  S u n /S igm a
conjunct ion  in  the 6th  house for  10 months. In
th is per iod, Sa tu rn  was t r ansit ing the 9th  and
10t h  h ou ses a n d wa s squ a r in g n a t a l Ven u s,
Ur a n u s wa s squ a r in g n a t a l Sa t u r n  con ju n ct
Neptune, and Neptune was squar ing Sa turn .
  Th is clien t  keeps a  dia ry and so r epor t ed
many even t s: ma jor  work changes, a  bu rgla ry
wit h  n o per son a l loss , h e m a de a  will, h e
t raveled to a  spir itua l ret rea t , he exper imented
wit h  ga y s exu a lit y a n d  got  a  s exu a lly
t r a n sm it t ed disea se, on e of h is st u den t s wa s
m u r der ed , h e h a d  a  k n ee in ju r y, a n d h e
a t tended many persona l growth  workshops. He
repor t ed lea rn ing tha t  he cou ld effect  change
in  h is work situa t ion , he cou ld feel and express
anger , he cou ld see the dark side of h imself, he
cou ld be h imself and not  ju st  a  role, he cou ld
stop blaming h imself, he cou ld set  boundar ies
in  h is  r ela t ion sh ips , h e loved  bein g self-
sufficien t , he wanted to t ake r isks and change,
he cou ld dist ingu ish  between  the self and the
not -self, and he had an  enormous capacity for
self-wounding.
  With  Sigma  in  t he 6th  house, t he even t s
r ela t ed t o illnesses a r e most  likely r ela t ed t o
t h is  t r a n sit . Th e t r a n sit  t o t h e Su n  seem s
clea r ly r ela t ed  t o clea r er  self-bou n da r ies ,
lea rn ing a bou t  t he da rk  side of t he self, a nd
learn ing what  is self and not  self.
  Clien t  3: At  59, t h is  clien t  exper ien ced
t ransit ing Sigma conjunct  her  Moon in  the 2nd
house for  n ine months. Dur ing th is per iod, she
exper ienced her  Sa turn  return  in  the 6th  house
a n d t r a n s it in g U r a n u s  con ju n ct  wit h  h er
Mer cu r y. Th is  clien t  a lso kept  a  dia r y a n d
repor t ed t he following even t s: she sor t ed ou t
the esta tes of her  fa ther  and her  husband, the
wills  wer e ch a llen ged, sh e wa s bu r gla r ized
twice and lost  her  jewelry, work was st r essfu l,
a n d sh e h a d n igh t m a r es  in volvin g m on ey,
greed and ha te. She r epor t ed lea rn ing to be a
spir it u a l gu ide for  h er  h u sba n d in  t h e la st
months of h is life and exper ienced h im as her
gu ide, t ha t  she cou ld su rvive grea t  emot iona l

t r auma , t ha t  she cou ld let  go and exper ience
for given ess, t h a t  sh e cou ld t r u st  h er  h igh er
self, and tha t  she could leave the past .

Some other  Sigma  exper iences in  t he 2nd
h ou se a r e  p r oba bly a lso r e la t ed  t o t h e
Uranus/Mercury t r ansit , since Mercu ry is t he
ru ler  of the 2nd house. However , the emot iona l
t r auma  and the ability to let  go of the past  do
seem st rongly linked to the Sigma t ransit .

Th is woman  is cu r r en t ly a  studen t  in  t he
Un iver sit y of t h e Seven  Ra ys MSE  pr ogr a m .
Sh e is  r et ir ed a n d volu n t eer s  h er  t im e t o
va r iou s ser vice or ga n iza t ion s su ch  a s Tr a de
Aid. She is an  a r t ist .

In  Con clu s ion :
In  the fir st  sect ion  of th is a r t icle, I explored

t h e poss ibilit y su gges t ed  by t h e Tibet a n
Master  D.K. tha t  there a re two planet s in  our
s ola r  s ys t em  p r od u cin g e ffect s  u s u a lly
a t t r ibu t ed t o on ly on e of t h em : Sa t u r n . I
presen ted evidence tha t  the second planet  is an
ether ic body with  an  orbit  of 14 years. I fu r ther
presen ted a  just ifica t ion  for  a ssign ing it  a s the
ru ler  of the Alta  Major  cen ter .
  In  t h e secon d sect ion , I  pr esen t ed t h e
r esu lt s  of a  r esea r ch  pr oject  in volvin g 23
clien t s . Th e da t a  exa m in ed con cer n ed t h eir
exper ien ces a n d lea r n in g du r in g per iods of
sign ifica n t  Sigm a  t r a n sit s . F or  m ost , it  wa s
difficu lt  t o det er m in e t h e ext en t  t h a t  ot h er
t ransit s were in fluencing wha t  a t  fir st  seemed
to be the effect s of Sigma t ransit s.

H owever , a n  a n a lysis  of t h e ch a r t s  does
seem s t o sh ow con vin cin g eviden ce t h a t  t h e
Sigma  t r ansit s produced even t s and lea rn ing
t h a t  wou ld be difficu lt  t o in t er pr et  fr om  t h e
other  occur r ing t ransit s. The dominan t  themes
were: dea th , loss, re-eva lua t ion , and cr isis.
  The on ly factor  t ha t  seems to dist ingu ish
the Sigma  t ransit s from Sa tu rn  t r ansit s is the
ext en t  t o wh ich  t h e clien t s  descr ibed t h e
lea rn ing a s spir it ua l. The t r a nsit s seemed to
t r igger  t h e in dividu a l's  a wa r en ess of a  m or e
essen t ia l r ea lit y. Th is  wou ld  seem  t o be
con sis t en t  wit h  t h e h ypot h esis  t h a t  Sigm a
cr ea t es a  sh ift  t o con sciou sn ess in  t h e h ea d
centers.
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