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Esote ric  P sych ology
An d th e

P sych ology  of Motivation
By R on N ewbold

In  the European  t radit ion , specu la t ion  on  what
makes people behave a s they do goes back, a s
so m a n y t h in gs  do, t o t h e Gr eek s . Wh a t
mot ives dr ive, or ien t , and select  behavior? One
a n swer  t o t h e pr oblem , t h e E picu r ea n , wa s
es s en t ia lly h ed on is t ic, t h a t  is , h u m a n s
n a t u r a lly sou gh t  plea su r e a n d a voided pa in .
Seek in g plea su r e a n d a voidin g pa in  ca n  be
seen  as needs. Humans have a  need to do what
m a xim izes  t h eir  com for t  a n d  p lea su r e or
min imizes discomfor t  and pa in . Such  a  belief
in  for m s m u ch  psych ologica l t h ou gh t  a bou t
mot iva t ion  in  the 20th  Cen tu ry. However , t he
wa ys in  wh ich  pa in  is  a voided a n d plea su r e
sough t  have been  elabora t ed in to an  a r r ay of
differen t  needs, since it  was r ecogn ized tha t  a
pa r t icu la r  act  or  form of behavior  cou ld have a
va r iet y of ca u ses; h edon ism  a lon e wa s t oo
simplist ic an  explana t ion  for  t he complexit ies
of human mot iva t ion .

A Major Advan ce
in  th e  Stu dy of Motivation

  A major  advance in  the study of mot iva t ion
ca m e in  1938 wit h  t h e pu blica t ion  of H en r y
Mur ray's Explorations in  Personality. Mur ray
iden t ified 20 n eeds t h a t  dr ove or  m ot iva t ed
human behavior . He defined a  need as "a  force
t h a t  or ga n izes  per cep t ion , a pper cep t ion ,
in tellect ion , cona t ion  and act ion  in  such  a  way
a s  t o t r a n sfor m  in  a  cer t a in  d ir ect ion  a n
exis t in g, u n sa t is fyin g s it u a t ion " (Robin son
1992: 220) a n d believed t h a t  t h e pr esen ce of
t h ese  n eeds  wa s  bes t  e licit ed  fr om  t h e
u n con sciou s  by s t u dyin g t h e spon t a n eou s
imagina t ion  as it  manifest s in  free associa t ion ,
fa n t a sy, a n d cr ea t ive wor k . H e devised a
n u m ber  of t ech n iqu es  for  iden t ifyin g t h e

pr esen ce of n eeds , n ot a bly t h e Th em a t ic
Appercept ion  Test , and t ook in to accoun t  t he
effect s  of en vir on m en t a l pr essu r es on  t h eir
expr ession . Th e t h r u st  of t h is  wor k  wa s t o
measu re t he st r ength  of mot ives r a ther  t han
lis t  per son a l ch a r a ct er is t ics  a n d con st r u ct
syn dr om es. Th r ee of Mu r r a y's  n eeds  wer e
e la bor a t ed  a n d  fu r t h er  in ves t iga t ed  by
followers such  as Atkinson  (1958), McClelland
(1961, 1975, 1985), and Win ter  (1973). These
t h r ee, t h e n eed for  power , a ffilia t ion  a n d
ach ievemen t , happen  to closely cor r espond to
the th ree rays of a spect  of esoter ic psychology.
F or  t h e  n ext  fou r  deca des , t h eor y a n d
exper im en t  by a  n u m ber  of psych ologis t s
illu st r a t ed a n d elu cida t ed t h e fu n ct ion in g of
t h ese t h r ee n eeds on  in dividu a l a n d societ a l
levels. It  is with  their  work tha t  t h is paper  is
pr imar ily concerned. Although  these needs a re
r ecogn ized  a s  h a vin g va r iou s  levels  a n d
a spect s , t h ey a r e  es sen t ia lly per son a lit y
cen tered and a s explana t ions of behavior  lack
t h e m u lt ilevel a ppr oa ch  offer ed by esot er ic
psychology; they cor respond with  on ly some of
the fea tu res typica l of any one r ay, a s will be
apparen t  below.

Motivation al an d Esote ric  P sych ology

  If we set  a side t he ea r lier  dr ive and field
t h eor ies  of H u ll a n d  Lewin , we fin d , by
con t r a st , t ha t  both  mot iva t iona l a nd esot er ic
psych ology post u la t e a n  en du r in g cen t er  or
dir ect or  a n d m on it or  of oper a t ion s t h a t  ca n
exercise a  degree of choice abou t  ju st  how to
sa t isfy a  need or  express the ray type or  energy
tha t  colors the individua l's component  veh icles.
E sot er ic psych ology wou ld a ccou n t  for  t h e
expression  of a  per sona lity ray by factor s such
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a s  t h e degr ee of sou l in flu en ce a n d  t h e
pr esen ce a n d r esu lt a n t  com bin a t ion  of ot h er
r a ys in  a n  in dividu a l's  m a ke-u p. To fu r t h er
complica te the picture, ray in fluences can  come
fr om  zodia ca l con st ella t ion s  a n d fr om  t h e
pla n et s , fr om  t h e cit ies  a n d cou n t r ies  on e
inhabit s, and from the rays tha t  play cyclica lly
t h r ou gh  t h e pla n et  a s  a  wh ole. Th er efor e,
wh ile t h e n a t u r e of t h e socia l a n d ph ysica l
environment  can  determine the course of one's
spir it u a l evolu t ion  a n d t h e m a n n er  in  wh ich
r a y en er gy m a n ifest s , t h a t  en vir on m en t  in
t u r n  is  per m ea t ed  by va r iou s  r a y in pu t s .
Mot iva t ion a l n eed t h eor y a r gu es  t h a t  t h e
s t r en gt h  of a  p a r t icu la r  n eed  ca n  be
t em por a r ily a n d  en du r in gly in cr ea sed  by
en vir on m en t a l  s t im u lu s ,  wh e t h e r  fr om
pa r en t s, sch ool, or  societ y. F or  exa m ple, t h e
n eed  for  a ch ievem en t  wh ich  dr ives  m u ch
en t r epr en eu r ia l a ct ivit y ca n  be boost ed by
t ra in ing and indoct r ina t ion . Adver t ising offer s
clea r  eviden ce of h ow n eeds  ca n  be bot h
crea ted and st rengthened. More problemat ic is
the evidence for  fluctua t ions over  a  cen tu ry or
more, on  a  societ a l level, of t he st r ength  of a
n eed . Th e eviden ce for  su ch  flu ct u a t ion s ,
der ived  fr om  con t en t  a n a lys is  of cr ea t ive
pr odu ct ion s  su ch  a s  a r t , lit er a t u r e, a n d
pr imary school readers, while persuasive, begs
the quest ion  as to why they occur  a t  a ll. Wha t
s t im u la t es  t h eir  r ise a n d  fa ll? H is t or ica l
s t im u li  s u ch  a s  wa r ,  r evolu t ion ,  a n d
impover ishmen t  ca n  be a dduced, bu t  in  t u rn
their  presence has to be accounted for .

Th e  Rays  an d Motivation

Th e  F i rs t  R a y : Th e F ir st  r a y of will a n d
power , closely a t tuned to the Law of Synthesis,
m a n ifest s differ en t ly a ccor din g t o wh et h er  it
oper a t es a t  t h e sou l or  per son a lit y level a n d
has it s cha racter ist ic glamours, st r engths, and
wea knesses. Essen t ia lly, it  is  a bou t  pu rpose,
dir ect ion , in it ia t ive, and the exercise of power
tha t  can  produce widespread crea t ion  a s well
a s dest r u ct ion . P osit ively, it  ca n  be seen  a t
wor k  in  t h e vis ion a r y lea der  or  pr in cipled
st a t esm a n . Nega t ively, it  is  eviden t  in  self-

cen t er ed power -h u n ger , r u t h less dom in a t ion ,
u n r elen t in g a m bit ion , a n d  t h e  wor ld  of
shor t sigh ted polit ics.
  Of t he t h ree needs studied ext ensively by
mot iva t iona l psychologist s, the need for  power
has been  perhaps the most  thoroughly explored
a n d illu st r a t ed. I t  is  a bou t  h a vin g im pa ct ,
dir ect in g, or ga n izin g, a r gu in g, a n d en joyin g
sta tus. A soph ist ica ted por t r a it  has been  bu ilt
up of how people sa t isfy t heir  need for  power
a n d, cor r espon din gly, cope wit h  t h e fea r  of
helplessness. Th is can  r ange from imbibing a
sen se of power fu ln ess  fr om  a  ch a r ism a t ic
lea der  (r em in iscen t  of sixt h  r a y devot ion ) or
a lcohol, to the crea t ion  of a  sense of self-cont rol
a n d a u t on om y, t o t h e exer cise of lea der sh ip,
and to iden t ifica t ion  with  and subordina t ion  to
a  h igher  du ty and philan thropic organiza t ions.
  The need for  power  can  be persona lized for
t h e self or  socia lized for  ot h er s . Seek in g a
posit ion  of power  in  a  volun ta ry organ iza t ion ,
t r ade un ion , or  studen t  body may or  may not
be a  prelude to a  ca reer  in  polit ics, bu t  typica l
m et h ods t o en su r e su ccess in clu de bu ildin g
a llia n ces a n d a  n et wor k  of obliga t ion s a n d
making oneself known and popu la r . An  ability
to work with  and a t t ract  people is as necessa ry
as the ability to inspire and direct  them.
  Th e com pr eh en s ives  of t h e s t u dies  on
power  a s  a  n eed t o be sa t isfied a llows t h e
concept  t o be applied t o a lmost  every a r ea  of
life. Differ en ces  bet ween  cu lt u r es  ca n  be
illu m in a t ed by t h e wa y power  is  u n der st ood
and va lued, or  r a ther , how the need for  power
is  sa t isfied. Lit t le em ph a sized in  a ca dem ic
discussions of power  is the fir st  r ay fea tu re of
d e t a ch m en t ,  t h ou gh  i t  i s  im p l ici t  in
obs e r va t ion s  a bou t  t h e  p ower -s eek e r s '
t endency to avoid or  concea l recourse to exper t
a id and keep t h r ea t s t o leader sh ip a t  bay by
bein g u n iqu e, n eedin g t o st a n d ou t  fr om  t h e
crowd, and embracing unpopular  posit ions. Not
emphasized a t  a ll is syn thesis and why, a long
with  det achmen t , it  is so in t egra l t o t he fir st
r ay, a r ising a s it  does from an  in tu it ion  of the
essen t ia l oneness of a ll and iden t ity with  tha t
grea ter  oneness.
Th e  S e c o n d  Ra y : Th e secon d r a y of love-
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wisdom is the way of the teacher  and rela tes to
t h e La w of At t r a ct ion . It  is  ch a r a ct er ized by
empa thy, r ecept ivit y, pa t ience, t oler ance, t he
need to r ela t e to other s, and a  st rong sense of
t h e com m u n a l good. I t s  wea kn esses in clu de
fea r fu lness, over -sensit ivit y, over  a t t a chmen t
to th ings and per sons, non-asser t iveness, and
too much love of being apprecia ted. The need to
be loved can  lead to compromises of in t egr ity,
difficu lty in  saying no, a  fea r  of standing a lone,
and a  r eluct ance to make ha rd decisions. The
n eed  for  a ffilia t ion , seen  a s  bein g a bou t
socia lizing and en joying fr iends, has been  the
lea st  t horough ly explored of t he ma jor  needs;
the need for  in t imacy has been  spliced on to it
to provide a  fu ller  pictu re of wha t  can  be seen
a s  a  r espon se t o t h e fea r  of r eject ion  a n d
loneliness.
  In  t h e n eed t o in t egr a t e, be wit h , a n d
rela t e to people, and the need to be loved and
to avoid confron ta t ion , there is a  clea r  a ffin ity
with  a spect s of t he second r ay. Sign ifican t ly,
people who have a  h igh  need for  a ffilia t ion  a re
somet imes not  liked much , as if the craving for
a ppr ova l, in gr a t ia t ion , a n d la ck  of in t egr it y
involved in  t he sea r ch  for  a ffect ion  is sensed
a n d r eject ed. Mor e posit ively, t h e n eed for
a ffi l ia t ion  ca n  br eed  loya lt y, k in d n es s ,
benevolence, unselfishness, keen  let t er  wr it er s
and club-joiners, a  willingness to pardon , and a
com p a s s ion a t e  s en s e  of fe l low fee l in g.
According to t he ana lysis of U.S. presiden t ia l
in a u gu r a l speech es , t h e h igh est  scor er  for
a ffilia t ion  was the on ly one who did not  have to
en ga ge in  t h e r u t h less com ba t  of elect ion  t o
win  h is posit ion , Gera ld Ford. He just ified h is
pa r don  of Rich a r d Nixon  by obser vin g, "Th e
man has suffered enough."

In  E n glish  h ist or y, r eligiou s r eviva ls a r e
a ssocia t ed with  r ises in  t he na t iona l need for
a ffilia t ion , so t h er e is  a  r ecogn it ion  of t h e
connect ion  between  religion  and the role of the
preacher . What  is lacking in  the por t ra it  of the
a ffilia t ion  a n d in t im a cy n eed is  t h e wisdom
aspect  of t he second r ay, t he connect ion  with
in t u i t ion ,  i l l u m in a t ion ,  con s ciou s n e s s
expa nsion , in it ia t ion , t he role of t he t ea cher ,
and the place of the second ray Word of Power ,

"I  see t h e gr ea t es t  ligh t ," a s  well a s  t h e
downside of t he pu r su it  of wisdom, excessive
a bsor pt ion  in  s t u dy a n d coldn ess  t owa r ds
others.
Th e  Th i rd  R a y : Th e t h ir d  r a y of a ct ive
in t elligen ce is  t h e wa y of t h e m a n ipu la t or ,
weaver , in tellectua l, and economist . It  en t ra ins
with  t he Law of Economy. It  is cha ract er ized
by a bs t r a ct  t h ou gh t , m en t a l fer t ilit y a n d
a gilit y, pla nn ing a nd st r a t egy, execu t ive a nd
bu sin ess  a pt it u des , r a pidit y of speech  a n d
m ov e m e n t ,  v e r b os i t y ,  r e s t l e s s n e s s ,
adapt abilit y, and concern  with  efficiency and
econ om y. Wea k n es s es  in clu d e  exces s ive
cr i t icis m  a n d  cer ebr a ln ess , con spir a t or ia l
deviou sn ess a n d deceit , oppor t u n ism , love of
va r iety, having too many irons in  the fir e, and
indifference to mater ia l deta il.

The need for  a ch ievemen t , dr iven  in  pa r t
by the fear  of fa ilu re, seen  as a  rest less st r iving
a n d bu syn ess, clea r ly em br a ces a  n u m ber  of
t h es e  fea t u r es . E s s en t ia lly i t  is  a bou t
com pet it ion , t h e pu r su it  of excellen ce, a n d
pr ide in  per formance, pursued in  such  a  way as
t o in cr ea se efficien cy. P ossibly a  bet t er  la bel
would be doing th ings bet ter  and more rapidly,
improving opera t ions, and ach ieving maximum
outpu t  from the min imum inpu t . It  thus seeks
economy in  every way and abhors unnecessa ry
wa s t e , p r e fe r r in g t o s a ve  r a t h er  t h a n
squ a n der . Win n in g com pet it ion s , br ea k in g
records, and ach ieving st andards of excellence
usua lly r equ ire energy, prudence, in telligence,
foresigh t , self-confidence, and per severance; a
favor ite a rena  for  h igh  ach ievers is commerce.

Ent repreneurs typica lly have a  st rong need
for  a ch ievem en t  a n d econ om ic efficien cy a n d
a r e u su a lly willin g t r a veler s . Som e a lso
opera te in  shady ways. The Greek god Hermes
was a  pa t ron  of t ravel and commerce and had a
r epu t a t ion  a s a  t r ickst er . In  t h eir  a n xiet y t o
a ch ieve, som e m a y ch ea t  (a t h let es  t a k in g
dr u gs) a n d en ga ge in  sh a r p pr a ct ices . Th e
shor test  line between  two poin t s may be qu ick
and efficien t  a t  t imes, bu t  t aking th is rou te can
l e a d  t o a m or a l i t y ,  d i s h on e s t y ,  a n d
unscrupu lousness. The need for  a ch ievemen t
ca p t u r es  t h e  r es t les s  s t r ivin g, r ou t in e-
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avoidance, and dynamism of the th ird r ay bu t
does not  emphasize it s t endency to abst ract ion .
Being cr it ica l, however , is a  compet it ive ploy;
in t e l lect u a l  a ct ivi t y  a n d  s eek in g n ew
informat ion  can  a lso be a  compet it ive a rena .

The t h ird r a y is st r ongly a ssocia t ed with
t h e m edia  a n d  com m u n ica t ion , a n d  wit h
su ccess in  fields su ch  a s a ca dem e, bu sin ess,
and spor t s coach ing where t hey a r e a ided by
per su a s iven ess , a r t icu la t en ess , a n d  good
com m u n ica t ion  sk ills . Wh ile a n  in t er est  in
novelty, cousin  of va r iety, may be a  t h ird r ay
ch a r a ct er ist ic, t h e pr a ct ica l in ven t iven ess of
some h igh  ach ievers may be more of a  fifth  ray
character ist ic.

Com parin g  th e  Rays  an d Motivation

  The Words of Power  of t he fir st  and th ird
r a ys , r espect ively "I  a sser t  t h e fa ct " a n d
"Purpose it self a m  L" both  suggest  for ce a nd
d yn a m is m ; t h e  t wo r a ys  n eed  ca r e fu l
disen tangling a t  t imes to emphasize their  basic
difference. Simila r ly, it  is ea sy to con fuse the
n eed  for  power  a n d  a ch ievem en t ; t h eir
essen t ia l differ ence must  be delinea t ed. They
m a y in deed  over la p , a s  wh en  win n in g a
compet it ion  con fer s power  a s well a s a ccla im
(a n  Olym p ic gold  m ed a ll is t  t a k es  t h e
oppor t u n it y t o r u n  for  office), a n d wh en  a
signa l ach ievement  has impact  on  an  audience
(bu ildin g a  bet t er  m ou set r a p in cr ea ses on e's
power  a s t he wor ld bea t s a  pa th  to t he door ).
F u r t h er m or e, t h e doodles of h igh  a ch iever s
fea ture diagona l, a r row-type designs as well a s
circu itous s-shapes.
  Bu t  the or ien ta t ion  of power  is essen t ia lly
t owa r ds  t h e pr esen t  or  sh or t -t er m  fu t u r e,
get t ing the wor ld to come to one's door  anyway.
P ower  in  t h e dist a n t  fu t u r e does n ot  r ea lly
coun t . Some plann ing is necessa ry, of cou r se,
t o ga in  power , bu t  oft en  pla n n in g seeks t o
in cr ea se exist in g power . Ach iever s a r e m or e
fu ture-or ien ted, more willing to pursue distan t
goa ls a nd dela y gr a t ifica t ion  t o r ea ch  a  h igh
st a nda rd of per formance. Power  can  be more
cr ea t ive t h a n  a ch ievem en t  wh en  it  pu sh es
t h r ou gh  bold  in i t ia t ives  a n d  d r a m a t ic

in n ova t ion s. I t  br ea ks t h r ou gh  r a t h er  t h a n
rear ranges.
  J ust  a s esoter ic psychologist s ponder  upon
the combina t ion  of r a ys in  a n  individua l's  or
group's make-up, so mot iva t iona l psychologist s
have invest iga t ed the effect s of va r ious levels
of n eed, su ch  a s  h igh , m ediu m , or  low, for
power , a ffilia t ion , and ach ievemen t  (a ll t h r ee
or  any two) in  individua ls or  groups. Scores for
each  of these th ree mot ives, when  der ived from
U.S. pr esiden t ia l in a u gu r a l speech es, t h r ow
much  ligh t  on  t he na tu re of each  presidency.
Ma n y polit ica l lea der s h a ve a  h igh  n eed for
power ; t h ose wh o a lso h a ve a  low n eed for
a ffilia t ion  t end to be more ru th less than  those
wh o h a ve a  h igh er  a ffilia t ion  n eed. A h igh
socie t a l n eed  for  a ffilia t ion  ca n  p r ot ect
individua l r igh t s aga inst  government  violence.
Th e eleva t ion  of t h e n eed for  power  in  t h e
fa n t a s y l ife  of a  n a t ion , d er ived  fr om
im a gin a t ive lit er a t u r e, in dica t es  in cr ea sed
lik elih ood  of civil s t r ife a n d  for eign  wa r
im m edia t ely or  soon  a ft er . An  u psu r ge in
achievement  imagery may foreshadow and be a
fa ct or  in  in cr ea s ed  in ven t iven es s  a n d
en t repreneur ia l and economic act ivity, such  as
occu r r ed in  fift een t h - a n d sixt een t h -cen t u r y
Europe. A good dea l ha s been  wr it t en  on  t he
connect ion  between  the need for  ach ievement ,
P r ot es t a n t ism , a n d  ca p it a lism  su pposedly
fostered by the Protestan t  eth ic. P rotestan t ism
em er ged  in  t h e  s ixt een t h  cen t u r y a n d
ca pit a lism  t ook  off t h en  t oo. Th e t h ir d r a y
came in to planeta ry manifesta t ion  in  1425.
  F ina lly, a  word on  some of the other  needs
t h a t  Mu r r a y iden t ified a n d wh ich  h a ve n ot
r eceived t h e sa m e developm en t  a s  power ,
a ffilia t ion , a n d a ch ievem en t . Th e fir s t  r a y
cou ld include t he need for  au tonomy, defined
as the need to act  independent ly of others or  of
socia l va lu es  a n d  expect a t ion s . In dica t ive
adject ives include aggressive, a loof, au tocra t ic,
cyn ica l ,  h a r d -h e a r t e d ,  in d iv id u a l i s t i c,
op in ion a t ed , a n d  self-con fiden t . Th e h igh
s cor e r  on  a u t on om y i s  in d e p e n d e n t ,
a u t on om ou s , a s s e r t ive , wil l in g t o t a k e
in it ia t ives a n d lea d, a n d oft en  in differ en t  t o
t h e feelin gs a n d pr efer en ces of ot h er s. Also
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germane is the need for  aggression , defined as
en ga gin g in  beh a vior s t h a t  h u r t  ot h er s, a n d
in dica t ed  by a dject ives  su ch  a s  a r r oga n t ,
au tocra t ic, cruel, forcefu l, host ile, quar relsome,
hard-hear ted, and in toleran t .
  The second r ay cou ld include the need for
nu r tu rance, defined a s engaging in  behavior s
which  extend mater ia l or  emot iona l benefit s to
ot h er s --in d ica t ed  by a d ject ives  s u ch  a s
a ffe ct ion a t e ,  a p p r e cia t ive ,  con s id e r a t e ,
cooper a t ive, for givin g, fr ien dly, k in d, loya l,
soft -hea r t ed, and wa rm. H igh  nu r tu r er s may
be benevolen t , bu t  too a t t en t ive to the feelings
and wishes of others.
  Th e n eed for  ch a n ge wou ld be t h e m ost
usefu l addit ion  to the th ird r ay's ach ievement
a s p ect .  Defin ed  a s  s eek in g n ove lt y of
exper ien ce a n d a voidin g r ou t in e, it s  t ypica l
adject ives a re adaptable, changeable, cu r ious,
and dist ract ible.

E xh ibit ion  spea k s  for  t h e fou r t h  r a y,
behavior  tha t  elicit s the immedia te a t ten t ion  of
other s (r emin iscen t  of the need for  power ) and
wh ich  is  a ffect ed ,  a r r oga n t ,  boa s t fu l ,
humorous, jolly, loud, ou tgoing, poised, qu ick-
t em p er ed , s e lf-s eek in g, u n con ven t ion a l ,
u n in h ibit ed, a n d wit t y. Also r eleva n t  is  t h e
n eed  for  sen t ien ce, seek in g a n d  en joyin g
sensuous impressions, and displaying genu ine
deligh t  in  the a r t s.

Th e fift h  r a y, like t h e fir s t  a n d s ixt h ,
in clu des a spect s  of t h e n eed for  en du r a n ce
defined a s per sist ing in  any t a sk, determined,
indust r ious, methodica l, pa inst aking, pa t ien t ,
persever ing, precise, r igid, ser ious, steady, self-
con t r olled, a n d con cer n ed a bou t  t r u t h . Th e
n eed for  u n der st a n din g em br a ces t h e secon d
and th ird rays as well as the fifth  ray.

Th e devot ee a spect  of t h e s ixt h  r a y is
s u gges t ed  by t h e  n eed  for  a ba s em en t ,
expressing feelings of in fer ior ity th rough  self-
cr it icism and gu ilt , and the need for  deference,
seek in g a n d su st a in in g su bor din a t e r oles in
rela t ionsh ip to others.

The seven th  ray has most  a ffin ity with  the
n eed  for  or d er ,  em p h a s izin g n ea t n es s ,
or ga n iza t ion ,  a n d  p la n n in g a ct iv i t ie s .
I n d i ca t i v e  a d je ct i v e s  a r e  ca u t i ou s ,

con ser va t ive, deliber a t e, for m a l, depen da ble,
fu ssy, logica l, m et h odica l, pr edict a ble, a n d
r igid.

Th e  Re lation sh ip  be tw e e n  Motivation al
an d

Esote ric  P sych ology

Mot iva t ion a l psych ology, in  t h e sen se in
which  we have used it , is somet imes known as
dyn a m ic psych ology beca u se it  in sis t s  t h a t
h u m a n s be s t u died a s  dyn a m ic, developin g
wh oles. I t  fa lls  wit h in  t h e br oa d st r ea m  of
Freudian  and psychoana lyt ic psychology and is
d is t in ct  fr om  beh a vior a l, h u m a n is t ic, a n d
t r a n sper son a l psych ology. I t  d iffer s  fr om
esot er ic p sych ology in  it s  focu s  on  t h e
r em edyin g of a n  u n sa t is fa ct or y s it u a t ion
ra ther  than  the emana t ion  of a  force. Work on
power , a ffilia t ion , a n d a ch ievem en t  dr ives
seems to in  r ela t ive abeyance. It  may be tha t
fu r t h er  ela bor a t ion  will br in g a bou t  closer
matches with  the fir st , second, and th ird rays.
  By focu s in g on  t h e  con t en t s  of t h e
ima gina t ion  a nd discoun t ing deeds except  a s
t h ey p r ovide a  win dow on  in t er ior  life ,
m ot iva t ion a l psych ology m a y or  m a y n ot  be
thought  to have a  specia l a ffin ity with  esoter ic
psych ology. Bu t  if on e wer e t o ca ll m ot ives
"r a ys" a nd observe wha t  ha s been  uncovered
a n d  pu blish ed  in  life-scien ce book s  a n d
jou r n a ls , i t  is  clea r  t h a t  con t em por a r y
a ca dem ic psych ologist s , a dopt in g t h eir  own
in vest iga t ive pr ocedu r es , h a ve developed a
t a xon om y t h a t  h a s  m u ch  in  com m on  wit h
cer t a in  t ea ch in gs of Alice Ba iley a n d does
much to cor robora te them.

As it  h a ppen s, m u ch  of t h e psych ologica l
work ment ioned above took place while, or  not
lon g a ft er , t h e Ba iley book s  wer e bein g
composed and published. The founda t ions for
making the match  between  the two taxonomies
m or e com plet e, by in vest iga t in g fu r t h er  t h e
"r a ys" of or der , defer en ce, exh ibit ion , a n d so
for th , a r e a lr eady in  place, a lthough  20 needs
and seven  rays means tha t  the cor respondence
will a lways be limited. Mot iva t iona l psychology
will never  match  the comprehensiveness of the
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combina t ion  of esoter ic psychology and esoter ic
a s t r ology in  a ccou n t in g for  in d ivid u a l ,
n a t ion a l, a n d  globa l ch a r a ct er is t ics  a n d
fluctua t ions.
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