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Esote ric  Exordiu m  On  Th e  Th e ore m  Of
Th e  Zodiacal De can ate s: P art II

By S tephen  Pugh

THE ZODIACAL DECANATES

SIGN ORDINARY WHEEL REVERSED WHEEL

Aires Mars, Sun , J upiter J upiter , Sun , Mars
Taurus Venus, Mercury, Sa turn Saturn , Mercury, Venus
Gemini Mercury, Venus, Sa turn Saturn , Venus, Mercury
Cancer Venus, Mercury, Moon Moon, Mercury, Venus
Leo J upiter , Sun , Mars Mars, Sun , J upiter
Virgo Venus, Sa turn , Mercury Mercury, Sa turn , Venus
Libra Mercury, Sa turn , J upiter J upiter , Sa turn , Mercury
Scorpio Plu to, Venus, Mars Mars, Venus, P lu to
Sagit ta r ius Sun, Mars, J upiter J upiter , Sun , Mars
Capr icorn Mercury, Venus, Sa turn Mer . Venus, Sa turn
Aquar ius Venus, Mercury, Sa turn Saturn , Mercury, Venus
Pisces Mars, Moon, J upiter J upiter , Moon, Mars

P r ogr ess , p r ocess  a n d  pa ssa ge of t h e
human sou l, a s we have seen , th rough  any one
pa r t icu la r  sign  of t h e sola r  zodia c of t welve
con s t e l la t ion s  is  r u led ,  r egu la t ed  a n d
con t r olled  by t h e specific t es t s  a n d t r ia ls
a ssocia t ed wit h  t h e con dit ion in g t r ia n gle of
pla n et a r y r a y deca n a t es wh ich  a st r ologica lly
r u le or  gover n  t h e cor r espon din g sola r  bir t h
month . I am choosing my words with  ca re. The
pu r pose of t h e st u dy of t h e deca n a t es is  t o
follow t h e psych ologica l life h is t or y of t h a t
t r iple – in  t ime and space phenomena l en t it y
t h a t  we ca ll a  h u m a n  bein g du r in g bot h  t h e
in volu t ion a r y a n d  evolu t ion a r y a s p ect s ,
phases, or  st ages of t he ONE GREAT PATH.
Th is excur sus on  the subject  of t he decana tes
does not  discuss the th ird aspect  of the Pa th  as
it  would be for  our  limited understanding;

a bst r a ct , t h eor et ica l, a n d m et a ph ysica l. I t  is
t h e per iod (yet  n ot  on e of t im e) wh er ein  t h e
four th  dimensiona l a st rologica l wheel becomes
dom in a t ed a n d it s  m u lt ip le en er gy effect s
con t r olled . S im u lt a n eou s ly, s er ia lly, a n d
sequ en t ia lly t h e cycle of m a jor  in it ia t ion s
begin .
  The Tibet an 's r evolu t iona ry t hesis on  t he
du a l m ode of pr ogr ession  t h r ou gh  t h e sign s
rever ses a ll previous a st rologica l t hough t  and
n or m a l pr ocedu r e on  t h e m et h od of st u dy or
a ppr oa ch  t o u n der s t a n d in g t h e r ole  a n d
funct ion  of t he zodia ca l deca na t es on  huma n
psychologica l behavior . H is hypothesis will be
r eject ed a  pr ior i by exot er ic a st r ologer s a s it
h a s  n o dem on s t r a ble ba s is  in  obser va ble
m a t er ia l fa ct . Th e ph ys ica l su n  does  n ot
r ever se it s mot ion  - r ea l or  appa ren t  – in  any
sign . It  is the hear t  of the sun  tha t  the disciple
r espon ds  t o u pon  t h e  cou n t er -clock wise
reversed wheel of disciplesh ip, not  the physica l
sun . Dur ing the th ird phase of the "One Pa th"
it  is t he cen t ra l spir itua l sun  tha t  t he in it ia t e
responds to, t he myster ious sou rce of t he life,
will, pu r pose a n d t h e for wa r d pr ogr ess ive
mot ion  of the Monad. Exoter ic a st rologers find
a ll of th is qu it e difficu lt  to understand as they
h a ve n o con cept ion  of t h e seven fold et h er ic
con st it u t ion  or  fu n da m en t a l t r iple n a t u r e of
the in terna l a tomic ana tomy of the sola r  a tom,
or  of t he human  a tom for  t ha t  ma t t er . Those
a st r ologer s, seekin g t o ca st  t h e h or oscope of
the sou l, and those ray psychologist s who seek
t o u n der s t a n d t h e con dit ion in g im pa ct  t h e
th ree ma jor  a spect s of t he sola r  process have
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u pon  t h e psych ologica l life h is t or y of t h e
human  sou l, would do well to exper iment  with
t h e Tibet a n 's  esot er ic in s t r u ct ion s  on  t h e
subject  of the zodiaca l decana tes. They will not
find th is a st rologica l exercise a  wast e of t ime
and hopefu lly - in  due t ime - will be r ewarded
by fir st  fin din g t h eir  own  t r u e "pla ce in  t h e
Su n " a n d, secon dly, cor r ect ly p la cin g a n d
t h e r e for e  a ccu r a t e ly d e t e r m in in g t h e ir
clien t /su bject s ' evolu t ion a r y s t a t u s  on  t h e
Grea t  Wheel (the One Pa th ) before a t t empt ing
a n y esot er ic a st r ologica l cou n selin g. Th is is
n ecessa r y, is  it  n ot , pr ior  t o a t t em pt in g a n y
meaningfu l or  helpfu l ana lysis of the inner  life,
r ay make-up, or  t he ma jor  in it ia tory cr ises of
disciples and of in it ia tes?

Ast r ology, a s  it  is  pr esen t ly s t u died, is
su bject  t o t h e Gr ea t  I llu sion , owin g t o t h e
r ever sa l of idea s t h a t  t a kes pla ce u pon  t h e
ast r a l plane a s t he ideas descend downwards
from the h igher  spir itua l planes of a rchetypica l
idea t ion . In  order  to t ake the next  step forward
in  the field of a st rology, a st rologer s must  fr ee
themselves from the illu sion  of the r ever sa l of
idea s t ha t  t akes place upon  the a st r a l plane.
The physica l un iver se is a  mir rored, distor t ed,
imper fect  reflect ion  of the per fect  un iverse tha t
exist s wit h in  t h e im m u t a ble divin e t h ou gh t .
E s ot er ic a s t r ologer s  d o n ot  ba s e  t h e ir
cor respondences and ana logies on  the physica l
a p p ea r a n ce  of t h in gs ,  a s  d o exot e r ic
a s t r ologer s . To t h e esot er icis t , even  t h e
sept ena ry pr isma t ic spect rum of ligh t  on  t he
ph ysica l pla n e does n ot  cor r espon d wit h  t h e
inner  esoter ic division  of seven  color s. Th is is
a n  im por t a n t  poin t  t o n ot e. Th e a ppa r en t
r et rogression  of human ity backwards th rough
the twelve signs of the zodiac, based upon  the
precession  of the equ inoxes, is an  in tegra l pa r t
of t h e Gr ea t  I llu s ion . Ma n k in d a ppea r s  t o
follow the clockwise pa th  of the sun  a round the
zodiac from P isces to Ar ies, t hus r et rograding
t h r ou gh  t h e sign s. In dividu a l h u m a n  bein gs
even tua lly, one by one, r ever se th is procedure
and esoter ica lly "face the East " and proceed in
t h e opposit e dir ect ion . On ly sever a l m illion
h u m a n  be in gs  h a ve  a ccom p lis h ed  t h is
a ccor din g t o D.K, s in ce t h e door  in t o t h e

human kingdom was closed in  At lan tean  days.
Th e or igin a l sin  of m a n  t ook  pla ce eon s a go
when  human ity r ever sed the proper  dir ect ion
of it s  t r u e cou r se a r ou n d t h e gr ea t  wh eel of
spir itua l unfoldment .
  Ma n  devia t ed fr om  t h e n a t u r a l cou r se of
the coun ter–clockwise zodiaca l cu r ren t , began
t o pr oceed ba ckwa r ds a r ou n d t h e wh eel by
following the apparen t  clockwise mot ion  of the
su n  a n d beca m e t ot a lly con dit ion ed by t h e
ph ys ica l a ppea r a n ce of t h in gs , a s  bein g
decla ra t ive of r ea lity. Counter -clockwise is the
t r u e pa t h  of t h e m ot ion  of t h e a xia l r ot a t ion
and orbita l revolu t ion  of the Ear th  the cause of
the appa ren t  da ily and annua l mot ion  of t he
su n . Th e E a r t h s ' r ea l m ot ion  ca u ses  t h e
apparen t  mot ion  of the sun  and the heavens to
proceed clockwise.

Obviously, ou r  Sun  or  sola r  syst em is not
the cen t r a l poin t  in  the siderea l heavens tha t
the sola r  zodiac revolves a round. Neither  does
ou r  su n , in  r ea lit y, pa ss t h r ou gh  t h e t welve
signs of t he zodiac in  t he cou r se of one sola r
year , a sweep of the lesser zod iac, or  in  a  Grea t
Year  or  cycle of approximately 25,000 yea r s, a
greater round  of the zod iac. The a st ronomica l
ca lendar  or  t ime clock tha t  is measured in  sta r -
fixed a ges , det er m in ed by t h e precessiona l
cycle, with  a  new constella t ion  dawning every
2200 years, is based upon  the Grea t  Illusion  or
t h e a ppea r a n ce of t h in gs. Th u s we h a ve t h e
va r iou s  a s t r on om ica l a ges  of h u m a n it y
ca t a logu ed  a n d  t im ed  a ccor d in g t o t h e
apparen t  backwards sweep of the Sun  th rough
the const ella t ions. H istor ica lly speaking, t h is
syst em  of t im e keepin g – t h r ou gh  a ccu r a t e
recording of observable celest ia l phenomena  in
the immedia t e physica l environmen t  – is t he
fir st  t r ue a nd gr ea t  scien t ific a ch ievemen t  of
man, thus making ast rology the mat r ix science
of a ll other  sciences. No mat ter  how convenien t
t h e a s t r on om ica l ca len da r  is  t o u s  fr om  a
scien t ific observa t iona l poin t  of view, ast rology
is it self, la r gely ba sed u pon  illu sion  a n d t h e
zodia c is  n ot h in g m or e t h a n  t h e im a gin a r y
pa th  of the Sun  th rough  the heavens.  The Sun
a n d t h e pla n et s a r e n ot  in  a n y sign  or  a n y
constella t ion , and by tha t  I mean  they are not
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in  an y zod iac, i.e.., th e tropical zod iac, th e
sidereal zod iac or the zod iac of constellations;
t h ey on ly a ppea r  t o be so a n d t h is fr om  t h e
t ot a lly lim it ed viewpoin t  of t h e m icr oscopic
h u m a n  bein g on  t h e t in y a n d in sign ifica n t
planet  Ear th . In  rea lity, the planet s a re in  our
sola r  syst em  r evolvin g a r ou n d ou r  su n  a s it
pursues it s r evolu t ionary orbit  a round a  grand
cosmic cen ter . The in t erpret a t ion  of a  human
horoscope is la rgely psychomet r ica l and based
u pon  t h e t h ou gh t  for m  of t h e sign  t h a t  h a s
been  cu lt iva t ed by a st r ologer s  t h r ou gh  t h e
a ges . I t  is  well kn own  - a ga in  du e t o t h e
precession  of the equ inoxes tha t  the pa r t icu la r
s ola r  b i r t h  m on t h  a n d  cor r e s p on d in g
constella t ion  do not  coincide. The sun  is – on ly
from the standpoin t  of t ime – about  24 degrees
a wa y fr om  wh er e it  is  s t a t ed  t o be. F or
example, the sun  is not  in  the sign  Ar ies in  the
m on t h  of Ma r ch , bu t  in  t h e con st ella t ion  of
Pisces. This is owing to the Verna l poin t 's (0" of
Ar ies of t he t r opica l zodiac) westwa rd (abou t
50" per  annum or  one degree every 72 yea r s)
recession  clockwise th rough  the zodiac of "fixed
s t a r s ." I  wou ld  r em in d a s t r ologer s  of t h e
ext r em e r e la t ivi t y of t h e  m a t h em a t ics
incidenta l to precession  because of the fact  tha t
t he obliqu ity of t he eclipt ic is not  a  const an t .
Wh en  t h e in clin a t ion  of t h e E a r t h 's  a xis  is
aga in  in  the fu tu re (a s it  was for  long ages in
the past ) cor rect ly a ligned and stabilized in  it s
pr oper  posit ion  per pen dicu la r  t o t h e eclipt ic,
plane precession  will not  occur .  Dur ing these
per iods t h er e is  n o differ en ce bet ween  t h e
m ovin g t r opica l zodia c (t ied t o t h e Ver n a l
Poin t ) and the zodiac of so–ca lled fixed st a r s.
No t rue accuracy will be der ived by ast rologers
u n t il t h e a xis  of t h e E a r t h  on ce a ga in
stabilizes.  It  is the twelve crea t ive Hiera rch ies
tha t  a re the in termedia r ies between  the twelve
siderea l constella t ions and the sola r  months of
bir th .  Through  th is r ela t ionsh ip the energy of
life it self (opera t ing via  the twelve Hiera rch ies)
both  causes and crea tes the constan t ly sh ift ing
in t er -r a t io of da y a n d n igh t  for ces t h a t  exist
wit h in  t h e  ph en om en a l con fin es  of ou r
planet a ry wor ld of ligh t  and da rkness. These
rela t ionsh ips a re et erna lly est ablished with in

the h ier a rch ica l st ructu re of t he subst ance of
space and the aur ic egg of Ear th  it self and a re
in t im a t ely con n ect ed wit h  t h e con dit ion in g
pr ocess t h a t  t h e m a t er ia l life cir cu m st a n ces
and the immedia te physica l environment  have
upon  t he psychologica l life process of huma n
beings.   Hence, t he Tibet an 's st a t emen t  t ha t
the sun 's placement  in  a  sola r  sign  is indica t ive
of a n  esot er ic t r u t h , t h ou gh  n ot  a n  exot er ic
fact .

Th er efor e, for  t ech n ica l dia gn ost ic wor k
a n d  for  t h e p r a ct ica l a pp lica t ion  of t h e
Tibetan 's esoter ic in st ruct ions on  the zodiaca l
decana tes I use the t ropica l zodiac, the 12 sola r
signs, and the equa l house system. I do not  use
equ a t or ia l coor d in a t es  or  qu a dr a n t  h ou se
systems.  The r eference plane for  a ll spir it ua l
symbolism is t he eclipt ic. Th is is t he plane of
t h e 'sweep of t h e su n  a lon g t h e pa t h  of life.'
Met a ph or ica lly spea k in g, t h e s t u dy of t h e
decana tes is the study of the pa th  of the son  of
t h e Su n . In  r ea lit y ou r  su n  is  m ovin g a n t i-
clockwise in  a n  or bit a l r evolu t ion a r y pa t h
a round a  grea ter  cosmic Sun . According to the
Secret  Doct r ine the cen t ra l condit ion ing sta r  of
ou r  sola r  syst em  is t h e st a r  Alcyon e t h a t  is
found in  t h e P leia des in  t h e Con st ella t ion  of
Taurus, t he Bu ll. The Tibetan  st a t es t ha t  t he
per iod of orbit a l r evolu t ion  of ou r  sun  a round
it s cen t r a l cosmic Sun  compr ises a  per iod Of
250,000 yea r s . Alt h ou gh  m oder n  exot er ic
science does not  yet  r ecogn ize th is occu lt  fact ,
it s  pu n dit s a r e n ot  fa r  fr om  t h e t r u t h  wh en
they sta te tha t  it  t akes our  sola r  system about
200,000 ter rest r ia l yea rs to revolve a round the
cen t er  of ou r  ga la xy in  t h e Milk y Wa y.
Accor din g t o h ier a r ch ica l t ea ch in gs on  t h e
subject  a s our  Sun  and a t t endan t  planet s (one
of t he seven  inner  st a r  syst ems of t he cosmic
zod ia ca l r a y wh eel) pu r su es  it s  or bit a l
revolu t ionary journey a round it s cosmic cen ter
a long with  the six other  syst ems, a t  t he same
t im e it  a ppea r s , t o be pa ssin g t h r ou gh  t h e
twelve constella t ions of the sola r  zodiac (a s do
the other  six st a r  syst ems). Dur ing th is cycle
the sun  spends approximately 25,OOO years in
each  sign  (12 divided in to 250,000 yea r s plu s
the t r ansit ion  t ime). The t r ansit ion  per iod of
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the sun  from one sign  to the next  t akes 5,OOO
years. The un ique oppor tun ity of ou r  zeitgeist
lies  in  t h e fa ct  t h a t  Aqu a r iu s  gover n s t h e
grea t er  immedia t e per iod of 25,000 yea r s and
it  is  a lso sim u lt a n eou sly t h e sign  ou r  su n  is
en t er in g on  t h e lesser  2,500 yea r  cycle. A
gr ea t er  a n d  a  les ser  zod ia ca l cycle  a r e
presen t ly coinciding, a  r a re occur rence. Based
u pon  t h eir  r espect ive r a y cycles, ea ch  of t h e
other  six st a r  systems a lso t r ansit  th rough  the
sola r  zodia c of 12 con st ella t ion s. Th in k  t h is
out .

Even  though  the en t ire science of ast rology
is based upon  a  non-existen t  condit ion  and has
n o ba sis  in  m a t er ia l fa ct  it  is  yet  et er n a lly
ba sed on  t r u t h . Con st ella t ion s , su n s , s t a r
groups and planeta ry systems do exist , and the
myr iad of cosmic ray energies emana t ing from
them, cir cu la t e th roughou t  the ether ic field of
spa ce. Con t in u a lly cir cu la t in g t h r ou gh  t h e
sevenfold ether ic body of the cosmic ray Logos
a t  incredible velocit y, t he a tomic r adia t ion  of
these grea t  En t it ies is by no means an  illusion
bu t  a  defin it e r esu lt  of et er n a l r ela t ion sh ips
pu r su ed  wit h in  t h e  U n k n own  Wh eel of
P a r a br a h m a n . On  E a r t h , it  is  h u m a n it y's
misuse of these var ious ray energies which  has
fostered the Grea t  Illusion  and crea ted a  fa lse
rea lity. Esoter ic a st rologer s a re occupied with
u n iver sa l r e la t ion sh ips , t h e  in t er p la y of
energies, a nd t he na tu r e of wha t  lies beh ind
t h e Gr ea t  I llu sion . Th ey a r e con cer n ed wit h
the inner  subject ive rea lit ies of which  the ou ter
illusion  is bu t  the phenomenal appearance (not
the mater ia l appearance). Ray ast rologers a lso
examine the in t erna l a tomic ether ic ana tomy
of t h e in dividu a l h u m a n  life u n it . Th r ou gh
u t ilizin g t h e La w of Cor r espon den ces  a n d
a n a logy in  a  pr ecise scien t ific m a n n er  t h ey
rela t e with  accu ra t e knowledge the cyclic life
processes of t he in t er -r ela t ed h iera rch ica l life
u n i t s  (u n i t ed  v ia  t h e  a ct ion  of t h e
an tahka rana .) The ma jor  t a sk  of man  in  t h is
wor ld cycle is  t o m a st er  a n d diss ipa t e t h e
Grea t  Illusion . This will be, perhaps, the major
scien t ific ach ievement  of the Aquar ian  Age. In
order  to take th is menta l step forward we must
cor r ect ly u n der s t a n d  t h e a ct u a l s ider ea l

const it u t ion  of ou r  immedia t e un iver se a long
wit h  det er m in in g t h e pr oper  m ot ion s of t h e
in ter rela ted cosmic, sola r , and planeta ry a toms
fou n d wit h in  t h e cir cu m fer en ce of it s  cosm ic
logic r ing-pass-not . In  order  to accomplish  th is
it  will be essen t ia l to iden t ify the ast ronomica l
sou r ces of t h e seven  cosm ic r a ys a lon g wit h
det er m in in g t h e r espect ive or bit a l per iods of
their  inner  circle of seven  sta r  systems, as they
sweep a lon g t h e sa m e cosm ic pla n e a r ou n d
their  iden t ica l grand cosmic cen ter . As well, it
w il l  n eces s i t a t e  com p r eh en s ion  of t h e
k n owledge of t h e seven  t ypes  of specific
su bst a n ce fou n d wit h in  t h e 4t h  dim en sion a l
et h er ic s t r u ct u r e of spa ce con t a in ed in  t h e
logoic r in g-pa ss-n ot  of ou r  cosm ic r a y Logos.
F ina lly, the mathemat ics incidenta l to the dua l
in t er -r ela t ion sh ip  bet ween  t h e t wo gr ea t
zodiaca l wheels, t he cosmic and the sola r , will
on e da y be det er m in ed. E a ch  of t h ese t wo
wh eels  con st it u t e essen t ia l u n it ies  in  spa ce
a n d  t h u s  follow t h eir  r espect ive in wa r d ,
ou tward, and onward mot ions, bu t  t hey do so
in  con junct ion  with  one another . Both  wheels
form major  a spect s of the in t r a -cosmic ether ic
body of t he cosmic r ay Logos. Both  of t he two
wheels a lso revolve a round the iden t ica l grand
cosm ic su n , bu t  t h e wh eel of seven  is  fou n d
with in  the wheel of twelve. The extension  of a ll
m icr ocosm ic a n a logies  u pon  t h e pa t h  of
libera t ion  find their  h igher  cor respondence in
one of t he ma jor  ether ic cen ter s of ou r  cosmic
logoic u n iver sa l m a cr ocosm ic pr ot ot ype. Th e
two grea t  wheels – in  the individua l human
being – find their  microcosmic a tomic replica  in
t h e r a y r ela t ion sh ip t h a t  exist s bet ween  t h e
seven  cen t er s  in  t h e et h er ic body a n d t h e
t welve  p e t a l  lot u s  a t  t h e  t op  of a n d
su r r ou n d in g t h e h ea d . Th e k eys  t o t h e
un iver sa l myster ies of occu lt  cosmology do not
lie ou tside of ones self bu t  ra ther  a re found and
turned with in . Above a ll else, for  humanity, in
the heavens, it  is our  sun  (and it s pa th ) tha t  is
t h e gr a n d in st r u ct or , gr ea t  sign ifica t or , a n d
su pr em e sym bol of h u m a n it y's  sp ir it u a l
u n foldm en t  a lon g TH E  GRE AT P ATH . Th e
t a sk  of esot er ic a st r ologer s  is  t o in t u it  t h e
m ea n in g of t h e dr a m a t ic celes t ia l p ict u r e
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emblazoned by the sweep of the sun  a round the
pa t h  of life. I t  is  t h eir  t a sk  t o t r a n sla t e t h e
m ea n in g a n d n a t u r e of t h e r ela t ion sh ip t h a t
exis t s  be t ween  t h e  s u bject ive  a  p r ior i
noumenona l wor ld of the seven  rays of color  to
t h e object ive ph en om en a l wor ld com posed of
t h e a r t ificia lly in st it u t ed con dit ion s of ligh t
a n d da r kn ess  t h a t  exis t  on  E a r t h  for  t h e
in it ia t ion  of humanity.

In  pa r t  I (J ou rn al of E soteric Psych ology,
Vo1.3, N o.2, 1987) of t h is a r t icle I in t roduced
t h e fu n da m en t a l pr in ciples of t h e Tibet a n 's
t h eor y on  t h e du a l m ode of p r ogr ess ion
t h r ou gh  t h e deca n a t es of t h e sola r  zodia ca l
wheel. As well, I  a lso considered t he exoter ic
a nd esot er ic process of t he seven  signs Ar ies
th ru  Libra . Pa r t  II of th is a r t icle con t inues the
delinea t ion  and assignment  of the decan  ru lers
of t h e  zod ia c t h r ou gh  con s id er in g t h e
r em a in in g five sign s of t h e Gr ea t  Wh eel of
Spir itua l Unfoldment .
  We will be a n a lyzin g bot h  t h e clockwise
and coun ter -clockwise pa th  of the human  sou l
a s  it  en t er s  a n d t r a vels  t h r ou gh  t h e s ign s
Scorpio, Sagit t a r iu s, Capr icorn , Aquar ius and
P isces . Befor e we do so h owever , a  br ief
perusa l of t he following t abu la t ion  will prove
helpfu l in  order  to r efresh  our  minds a s to the
fu n d a m e n t a l  t r i p l e  n a t u r e  of  t h e
cor r es p on d en ces  u s ed  wh en  es ot er ica lly
d e lin ea t in g t h e  t h em e of t h e  zod ia ca l
decana tes.

Th e  On e  Gre at P ath

3rd Aspe ct 2n d Aspe ct 3rd Aspe ct
Persona lity Soul Monadic
development development development

Mutable Cross Fixed Cross Cardina l Cross
Act ive Love–Wisdom Will–Purpose
In telligence

Physica l Body Ast ra l Body Menta l Body

Throa t  Center Hear t  Center Head Center

Sacra l Center Sola r  P lexus Basic Center

Ordinary Reversed Domina ted
Wheel Wheel Wheel

First  Decan Second Decan Third Decan

Physica l Test s Ast ra l Test s Menta l Test s

Proba t ionary Disciplesh ip Path  of
Pa th In it ia t ion

St rength Illumina t ion Love

SCORP IO

Clockw ise  On  Th e  Ordin ary  Wh e e l

1st Decan Plu to 1st  Ray
(Non-Sacred)

2nd Decan Venus 5th Ray
(Non-Sacred)

3rd Decan Mars 6th Ray
(Non-Sacred)

  T h e  d e ve lop in g  p e r s on a l i t y  w h os e
con sciou sn ess is  pola r ized u pon  t h e Mu t a ble
Cross and who is proceeding clockwise a round
t h e Wh eel of Life du r in g t h e in volu t ion a r y
aspect , st age or  phase of t he One Grea t  Pa th
en ters the 5th  sign  via  P lu to, Venus and Mars.
Th e lesson s of t h e t est s  a n d t r ia ls  occult ly
associa ted with  the P lu ton ian  ru led fir st  decan
of Scorpio a re concerned with  the development
of t h e  ph ys ica l will of t h e  per son a lit y.
P lu ton ian  r ays st imu la t e the inheren t  human
u r ge t o h a ve dom in ion  a n d con t r ol over  t h e
ph ys ica l p la n e en vir on m en t  a n d  m a t er ia l
cir cumstances. The unconscious, blind, stupid
and ignoran t  cruelty of the unevolved Scorpio
type is accounted for  by P lu to's ru lersh ip of the
physica l decana te of the sign . The urge for  self-
pr eser va t ion  a t  a n y cost  a n d t h e in st in ct u a l
fa cu lt y for  su r viva l a n d  self-defen se a r e
a cceler a t ed .  P lu t o gives  gr ea t  power s  of
ph ysica l en du r a n ce, best ows st r en gt h  a n d a
ma ter ia l const it u t ion  capable of withst anding
grea t  pressures. The rays of P lu to t ransmit  the
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dest ruct ive th ird a spect  potencies of t he Will.
Th is  for ce en a bles  on e t o r em ove ph ysica l
blocka ges, im pedim en t s a n d h a n dica ps t h a t
r et a r d t h e pr ocess of per son a lit y in t egr a t ion
from proceeding forwa rd. The non -sa cr ed 1st
ray power  of P lu to ru ling the physica l decan  of
the sign  tha t  it  is the na tu ra l ru ler  of, crea tes
sit u a t ion s a n d en vir on m en t a l cir cu m st a n ces
in volv in g  u n u s u a l  s t r e s s ,  d i s com for t ,
disrupt ion , ha rdsh ip and pa in . This marks th is
decan  as one of the most  difficu lt  in  the zodiac.
The r egenera t ive a nd r ecupera t ive power s of
t h e Scor pio ph ysica l con st it u t ion  a r e well
known and the ru ler sh ip of P lu to in  th is decan
a ccou n t s  for  it . Th e Ven u sia n  r a ys  of t h e
s econ d  d eca n  in ci t e  a n d  d eve lop  t h e
u n con sciou s a st r a l fea r s, h a t r eds a n d selfish
a m bit ion s of t h e exot er ic Scor pio per son a lit y
t ype.  Th is in flu en ce in cr ea ses t h e per son a l
lon gin g a n d a t t a ch m en t  t o t h ose t h in gs t h a t
will br in g m a t er ia l secu r it y, sa fet y, per son a l
ga in  a n d  s t a t u s  seek in g ego fu lfillm en t .
Ma r t ia n  power  in  t h e t h ir d deca n  con dit ion s
the growth  of the developing men ta l a spect  of
t h e per son a lit y t r ia d . Th e selfish , m ea n ,
ambit ious, pr idefu l and separa t ive mind of the
lower  Scorpio type a re accoun ted for  by Mars.
The st ruggle, st r ife, and figh t ing exh ibit ed by
t h e m a n  wh o is  su bject ively u n der  t h e
r u ler sh ip of t h e t h ir d deca n  is  n ot a ble. Th e
m a t er ia l con cer n s  of t h e r a t ion a l ph ysica l
wor ld and the five human senses domina te the
a t t en t ion  of t he limit ed bu t  developing bra in .
Tremendous men ta l effor t  is expended by the
ma n  in  order  t o ga in  con t rol a nd power  over
h is life amidst  t he wa r r ing elemen ta ls of t he
lower  t h r ee wor lds of per son a lit y en dea vor .
The menta lly pola r ized Scorpio persona lity is a
dom in a t in g a n d lea din g for ce t o be r eckon ed
with  and one poten t ia lly dangerous to cross or
to in t er fere with  a s the sepa ra t ive and selfish
pla n s of t h e lower  self con dit ion ed by Ma r s
b r ook  n o in t e r fe r e n ce .  T h e  p r ofou n d
mater ia lism of the exoter ic type of th is sign  is
a ccou n t ed for  by Ma r s' r u ler sh ip of t h e fin a l
deca n  a n d, a s  well, t h e love of power  a n d
con t r ol over  m en  a n d  m ea su r es . Men t a l
manipula t ion  with  surgica l skill is a  for te.

SCORP IO
An ti-Clockw ise  on  th e  Re ve rse d Wh e e l

1st Decan Mars 6th ray (Non-Sacred)

2nd Decan Venus 5th Ray (Sacred)

3rd Decan Plu to       1stRay (Non-Sacred)

Proceeding upon  the Wheel of Disciplesh ip,
t he eigh th  sign  is en t er ed by t he man  whose
consciousness is subject ively pola r ized on  the
fixed Cr oss via  Ma r s, Ven u s a n d P lu t o. Th e
test s of Mars in  the fir st  decan  of Scorpio dea l
wit h  sex, ph ys ica l com for t , a n d  m on ey.
Selflessn ess  m u st  be dem on st r a t ed  in  t h e
h a n dlin g of on e's  sexu a l r ela t ion sh ips , life
condit ions, and financia l a ffa ir s. Obviously, not
ea sy t a sks. Th r ou gh  t h e Ven u sia n  in flu en ce
the cessa t ion  of the ast ra l dua lism so preva len t
and dist ressing in  the four th  ray Scorpio make-
u p even t u a t es .  Th e in n er  m a n  n o lon ger
swin gs  bet ween  t h e pola r  oppos it es  a n d
n eit h er  is  h e t or n  a pa r t  by t h e wa r r in g
dua lit ies of existence. Th is process leads to the
ending of pa in  and su ffer ing th rough  en ter ing
in to a  st a t e of t rue spir itua l peace based upon
a  ha rmonious and rhythmic adjustment  to the
cu r r en t  of life. Th e su ccessfu l n egot ia t ion  of
t h e t r ia ls of t h e 2n d deca n  of Scor pio br in gs
a b ou t  t h e  e x p r e s s i on  of  s p i r i t u a l
t r a n scen den ce, illu m in a t ion , love, a n d Sou l
con t r ol. Th e t h ir d deca n  of Scor pio on  t h e
Reversed Wheel is ru led by P lu to. The t er r ific
test s of the fina l decan  of Scorpio a re designed
to enable the In it ia t e to demonst ra t e tha t  t he
for m  side of life is  n o lon ger  t h e dom in a n t
factor  bu t  t ha t  t he lessons lea rn t  t h rough  the
u se of for m  h a ve been  r et a in ed. Th r ou gh
t r a u m a t ic st r ife a n d st r u ggle, fin a l t r iu m ph
and victory a r e a t t a ined by t he sou l over  t he
ba t t lin g elem en t a l for ces of t h e lower  t h r ee
wor lds of Persona lity endeavor .  P lu to governs
the dea th  and cessa t ion  of old though t  forms,
idea s a n d m en t a l a t t it u des. Th e fir st  dea t h
(occu lt ly speaking) t akes place and t he inner
man  st ands fr ee from the t r ammels of ma t t er
a n d for m . Th e secon d dea t h  t h en  a wa it s  in
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P isces  a n d  t h e  esot er ic p r oces s  of t h e
in t er ven in g t h r ee s ign s  pr epa r es  t h e m a n
through  one poin ted aspira t ion , In it ia t ion , and
wor ld service for  the fina l redempt ive act  of the
12th  sign .

SAGITTARIUS
Clockw ise  on  th e  Ordin ary  Wh e e l

1st Decan Sun 2nd Ray
(Non-Sacred)

2nd Decan Mars 6th Ray
(Non-Sacred)

3rd Decan J upiter 2nd Ray
(Sacred)

P r oceedin g clock wise on  t h e Wh eel of
Illu sion  the sign  Sagit t a r ius is en tered by the
or din a r y m a n , cr u cified u pon  t h e Com m on
Cross, via  the Sun  in  the fir st  decan , Mars in
the cen t ra l decan , and J upit er  in  the th ird. In
t h e fir s t  deca n  t h e Su n  s t im u la t es  t h e
expression  of power  of a  lower  order , increases
selfishness and foster s ma ter ia l ambit ion . The
incen t ives of t he an ima l na tu re a r e st rong in
t h is deca n a t e. Th e lesson s of t h e fir st  deca n
con cer n  t h e developm en t  of t h e a bilit y t o
provide for  one's physica l needs. The power  to
figh t  for  per son a l goa ls  is  br ou gh t  t o t h e
for efr on t  u n der  t h e r u ler sh ip of Ma r s in  t h e
Cen t r a l decan  and the individua l a st r a l body
becom es  h igh ly s t im u la t ed .  Ma r s  is  t h e
Hier a r ch ica l r u ler  of Sa git t a r iu s - t he Luna r
Lor ds, sa cr a l cen t er , P er son a lit y elem en t a ls,
etc. and powerfu lly supplements and reinforces
t h e pr ocess  of t h e s ixt h  r a y r u led cen t r a l
decana te. The st ruggle to ach ieve lower  desires
br in gs  on e  in t o con flict  a n d  s t r ife  a s
persona lity sa t isfact ion  is selfish ly sought . The
lessons of the second decan  a re concerned with
desir e a n d t h e a bilit y t o sa t isfy desir e for
per son a l selfish  n eed.  J u pit er  in  t h e t h ir d
decana te guaran tees the successfu l sa t isfact ion
of p er s on a li t y d es ir e  a n d  m a t er ia l is t ic
object ives.  I t s  m a t er ia lly ben efic in flu en ce
en a bles  on e t o a t t a in  in dividu a l goa ls  a n d
fu lfill per son a l a m bit ion .  Th e blin d, n a r r ow
a n d lim it ed m en t a l fa cu lt y of t h e exot er ic

Sa git t a r iu s t ype is expa n ded u n der  J u pit er 's
in flu en ce a n d gr ea t er  m a t er ia l vis t a s  a n d
physica l object ives a re envisioned.  The lessons
of the th ird decan  concern  the ability to a t t a in
t h e en vis ion ed per son a l goa ls  a n d desir ed
object ives , t h r ou gh  u t ilizin g t h e a t t r a ct ive
power  of the second ray selfish ly.

SAGITTARIUS
An tic lockw ise  on  th e  Re ve rse d Wh e e l

1st Decan J upiter 2ndRay
(Sacred)

2nd Decan  Mars 6th Ray
(Non-Sacred)

3rd Decan Sun 2nd Ray
(Non-Sacred)

Dur ing the second major  a spect  of the One
Grea t  Pa th , the Individua l who is subject ively
cr u cified  u pon  t h e Cr oss  of t h e Cr u cified
Chr ist , and who is proceeding on  the Wheel of
Rea lity, en ters the n in th  sign  via  J upiter  in  the
fir st , Mars in  t he cen t r a l, and the Sun  in  t he
th ird decana te. The lessons of t he fir st  decan
dea l with  t he process of t he t r ansmuta t ion  of
m a t er ia l desir e in t o spir it u a l love. Spir it u a l
a sp ir a t ion  is  h eigh t en ed  h er e a s  J u p it er
bes t ows  expa n s ion  of vis ion  beyon d  t h e
m a t er ia l con fin es  of t h e ph ys ica l wor ld .
J upit er 's in fluence gran t s t he power  t o make
progress upon  the Pa th  and to wa lk the Way.
The esoter ica lly ru led process of the second ray
ru led fir st  decan  is dynamica lly r ein forced by
J upit er 's ru ler sh ip of Sagit t a r ius and thus the
for ces  of h ope, fa it h , t r u s t  a n d  pos it ive
endur ing opt imism ou tweigh  the gravity of the
E a r t h  life. Th e t est s  of Ma r s in  t h e cen t r a l
deca n  a r e occu pied  wit h  s t im u la t in g t h e
qu a lit ies  of devot ion  a n d idea lism .  Ma r s
gr a n t s  t h e power  t o a ch ieve t h e goa ls  of
spir it u a l u n der t a kin gs a n d su ccessfu lly figh t
for  idea ls.
 The t est s and t r ia ls of the th ird decan  a re
ru led by the Sun . They a re concerned with  the
sublima t ion  of per sona lit y act ions in to effor t s
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which  a re consecra ted to the good of the whole.
The rays of the Sun  revea l the ligh t  of the Soul,
t h u s br in gin g a bou t  iden t ifica t ion  wit h  t h e
Hiera rchy and the expression  of Love-Wisdom.
This process leads to the ability to be crea t ive
in  the h igher  spir itua l sense, thus sublimat ing
the lower  dia ph ra gm forces in to t heir  h igher
cor r esponding cen t er s. The power  of t he Sun
guaran tees the success of the quest  and proves
beyond doubt  t he P resence of t he Sou l a s an
et er n a l Rea lit y in  t h e P a s t , P r esen t , a n d
Future.

CAP RICORN
Clockw ise  on  th e  Ordin ary  Wh e e l

1st Decan Mercury 4th Ray
(Sacred)

2nd Decan Venus 6th Ray
(Sacred)

3rd Decan Saturn 3rd Ray
(Sacred)

Undeveloped and average man  en ter s t he
th ird sign  Capr icorn  via  Mercury, Venus, and
Sa t u r n .  Mer cu r y in dica t es t h a t  t h e lin e of
lea s t  r es is t a n ce for  m a n  is  con flict  a n d
st ruggle.  In it ia lly th is leads th rough  choice to
deeper  concret ion  and immersion  in  form.  The
t est s of t he Mercu ry ru led physica l deca na t e
concerns ga in ing knowledge of the form na ture
a n d u n der s t a n din g it s  in t elligen t  u se for
pract ica l purposes. Iden t ifica t ion  with  the form
side of life is  t h e dom in a n t  fa ct or .  In  t h e
cen t r a l deca n  Ven u s fost er s  t h e desir e for
m a t er ia l ga in  a n d a m bit ion . Th e lon gin g for
per son a l con t r ol over  t h e wor ld of ph ysica l
th ings is st imula t ed a s a  means of selfish  ego
fu lfillm en t . Th e pr ocess of t h e cen t r a l deca n
leads to the est ablish ing of a  code of ma ter ia l
va lues tha t  t he individua l lives by.  The t est s
of t h e Ven u s  r u led  deca n  dea l wit h  t h e
development  of the ability to a t t r act  to oneself
the physica l t h ings tha t  fu lfill per sona l desir e
of any type.  St a tus seeking u rges, t he desir e
for  physica l sa fety and the longing for  physica l
comfor t  a re st rong. Circumstances and people

a r e m a n ipu la t ed t o fu r t h er  t h ese en ds. Th e
desire to be seen  and known, based on  mater ia l
posit ion  in  socia l cir cumstances, is dominan t .
The test s and t r ia ls of the Sa turn  ru led menta l
deca n  of Ca pr icor n  con fin e t h e m a n  in  t h e
depths of ma t t er , producing a  ha rden ing and
cryst a lliza t ion  of h is per sona lit y na tu r e. The
men ta l na tu re is developed and st r engthened
through  the constan t  opposit ion  and resistance
Sa t u r n  pr ovides in  t h e m a t er ia l wor ld. As a
r esu lt , t h is  deca n  pr odu ces  power fu l a n d
au thor it a t ive minds t ha t  a r e a t t a ched t o old,
h a r d, a n d t r u e wa ys, wh ile s im u lt a n eou sly
opposing new ways, means, and effor t s.  In  th is
decan  the cr it er ion  of knowledge is st ern  and
sever e a n d a llows n o r oom  for  flexibilit y or
devia t ion  fr om  t h e es t a blish ed n or m . The
com bin a t ion  of t h e t h ir d r a y a n d Sa t u r n  -
exot er ica lly con dit ion in g t h e pr ocess  of t h e
t h ir d deca n  in  t h e sign  wh er e Sa t u r n  is  t h e
ru ler  - produce grea t  ma ter ia l adeptness and
physica l exper t ise in  manipula t ion  and cont rol.

CAP RICORN
An ti- Clockw ise  on  th e  Re ve rse d Wh e e l

1st Decan Saturn 3rd Ray
(Sacred)

2nd Decan Venus 5th Ray
(Sacred)

3rd Decan  Vulcan 1st Ray
(Sacred)

Th e In dividu a l disciple en t er s t h e t en t h
sign  via  Sa tu rn , Venus, and Vulcan . Sa tu rn  in
t h e ph ys ica l deca n  of Ca pr icor n  on  t h e
Reversed Wheel r evea ls the t rue na tu re of the
t h ir d a spect  of Divin it y. Th e ka r m ic la ws of
Divine cr ea t ivit y in  form a re lea rned and, a s
well, a n  u n der s t a n din g of t h e u n der lyin g
purpose inheren t  in  subst ance is in t elligen t ly
a ppr ecia t ed . Th e t es t s  of t h e fir s t  deca n
con cer n  t h e a bilit y t o con t r ol m a t t er  a n d
consciously wield the form na tu re a s a  tool in
the working ou t  of t he P lan  of God on  Ea r th
befor e t h e eyes of m en . Ven u s in  t h e secon d
decan  revea ls the t rue na tu re of the conscious
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in t elligen t  love of God. The t est s of th is decan
a r e occu pied wit h  t h e developm en t  of t h e
pr inciples of t rue shar ing and demonst ra t ion  of
tha t  fact  in  na tu re tha t  we t erm brotherhood.
Through  Venus, the ligh t  and love of the Sou l
pour  th rough the hear t s of men, and illumina te
t h e da r k  pla ces of t h e E a r t h . Th e fir s t  r a y
sa cr ed en er gies of Vu lca n  pr odu ce liber a t ion
from the confin ing wa lls of the mater ia l wor ld.
Vu lca n  r em oves  t h r ou gh  dest r u ct ion  t h ose
forms tha t  impede the ligh t  of rea lity. Divin ity
is t hen  known  and expressed, unh indered by
mater ia l form. The labor s of the Vu lcan  ru led
men ta l decan  of Capr icorn  lead t o successive
t ransgressions of previously held metaphysica l
r in g-pa ss-n ot s .  Th r ou gh  t h e in flu en ce of
Vu lca n , t he posit ive, endu r ing fir st  a spect  of
t h e fir s t  r a y en a bles  t h e In it ia t e t o br ea k
through  the menta l ba r r ier  of t ime. The divine
im m or t a lit y of t h e et er n a l h u m a n  Sou l is
known. This is the Will tha t  conquers dea th .

AQUARIUS
Clockw ise  on  th e  Ordin ary  Wh e e l

1st Decan Venus 5th Ray
(Sacred)

2nd Decan Mercury 4th Ray
(Sacred)

3rd Decan Saturn 3rd Ray
(Sacred)

Upon  t h e Wh eel of t h e P er son a lit y a s it
r olls  on wa r d in t o illu sion , Aqu a r iu s  is  t h e
second sign  en t er ed via  Venus, Mercu ry, and
Sa t u r n . Un der  t h e in flu en ce of Ven u s in  t h e
fir s t  deca n , t h e n on -t h in k in g, a ffect ion a t e,
in st in ct u a l m in d begin s  t o develop love in
em br yo.  Th e in flu en ce of t h e Ven u s ia n
ph ys ica l deca n  of Aqu a r iu s  pr odu ces  t h e
d eve lop m en t  of s en s i t ive ,  a es t h e t ica l ly
p le a s in g ,  h igh ly  coor d in a t e d ,  r e fin e d ,
funct iona l human  bodies.  The preoccupa t ion
with  sex and t he physica l body a r e st rong in
t h is  deca n .  Ven u s is  a lso s t im u la t in g t h e
ph ys ica l p la n e expr ess ion  of pu r it y a n d
refinement  in  Aquar ian  body types, i.e., spor t s
m edicin e, n u t r it ion , ‘h igh  t ech ’ foods, a m in o

a cids , vit a m in s, et c. Th r ou gh  t h e fift h  r a y
en er gy of Ven u s , a  n ew er a  of scien t ific
u n d er s t a n d in g of h u m a n  p h ys iology is
appea r ing.   Venus is a lso r esponsible for  t he
a p p ea r a n ce  of a  n ew t yp e  of p h ys ica l
individua lism on  the planet  a t  t h is t ime. The
lessons, t est s, and t r ia ls of t he cen t r a l decan
are governed by Mercury and thus subject  the
emot iona l na tu r e of t he exot er ic Aqua r ian  t o
const an t  con flict  and st ruggle.  The dua list ic,
u n s t a b le  in flu en ce  of t h e  fou r t h  r a y
p r ed is p os es  t h e  m u n d a n e  Aqu a r ia n  t o
cont inua l a st ra l/emot iona l tu rmoil, sch ism and
clea va ge. Self-depr eca t ion  a n d t h e dept h s of
depression  a re often  exper ienced. The h ills and
va lleys, with  the accompanying h ighs and lows
of emot iona l exper ience, serve to round out  and
develop the sensit ive ability of the Aquar ian  to
r ela t e t o a ll fa cet s  of life exper ien ce. Th e
inheren t  dua l na tu r e of t he sign  Aqua r iu s is
accentua ted by the na tura l spir itua l dua lism of
Mer cu r y wh ich  m a kes  t h e secon d deca n  a
ver sa t ile a n d  vola t ile a r ea  of exper ien ce.
Th r ou gh  con st a n t  a n d u n cea sin g s t r u ggle,
Mercury and the four th  ray produce a  need for
h a r m on y, r h yt h m  a n d con t in u a l a dju st m en t ,
leading to the development  of sensit ive flu idity
in  emot iona l response. The menta l in fluence of
Sa t u r n  en a bles  t h e In dividu a l t o a n a lyze
cor r ect ly a n d  even t u a lly ch oos e  h igh er
spir it u a l va lu es. Th e t est s  of Sa t u r n  in  t h e
m en t a l  d eca n a t e  con cer n  a n  a bili t y t o
underst and and overcome su ffer ing, pa in , and
d ifficu l t  s i t u a t ion s ,  w i t h ou t  becom in g
exhausted or  defea ted. Through  Sa tu rn  in  the
th ird decan , con flict  supervenes and, t h rough
su ffer in g, pr odu ces a  dividin g of t h e wa ys,
offer ing t he oppor tun ity t o choose t he way of
h igher  inclina t ions and not  the physica l pa th  of
least  resistance.

AQUARIUS
An ti- Clockw ise  on  th e  Re ve rse d Wh e e l

1st Decan Saturn 3rd Ray
(Sacred)

2nd Decan Mercury 4th Ray
(Sacred)
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3rd Decan Venus 5th Ray
(Sacred)

Upon  t h e Wh eel of t h e Sou l a s  it  r olls
on wa r d in t o r ea lit y, t h e disciple en t er s  t h e
eleven th  sign  via  Sa turn , Mercury, and Venus.
Th e t est s  of t h e ph ysica l deca n  con cer n  t h e
remova l and dest ruct ion  of t he h indrances t o
the fr ee expression  of spir itua l va lues. Sa tu rn
preserves those th ings tha t  a re good, t rue, and
u sefu l, t h u s r et a in in g t h e va lu e of t h e pa st ,
while a t  the same t ime open ing the door  to the
fu t u r e. Oppor t u n it y t o br in g a bou t  n eeded
physica l changes a re offered and a re successfu l
if the cor rect  choices a re made. The test s of the
fir st  decan  a re difficu lt  and cannot  be avoided.
Sa t u r n  set s  t h e s t a ge for  a n d pr offer s  t h e
m a t er ia l cir cu m st a n ces  a n d en vir on m en t a l
con dit ion s wh ich  offer  t h e n eeded r esist a n ce
a n d oppos it ion  bes t  su it ed  t o en a ble t h e
disciple to t ake the next  spir itua l step forward.
In  t h e cen t r a l deca n  Mer cu r y br in gs in  t h e
illu m in a t in g ligh t  of t h e Sou l, en a blin g t h e
In it ia t e t o in t er pr et  t h e in n er  m ea n in g of
even t s  a n d  cir cu m st a n ces . Th e a bilit y is
developed to ha rmoniously un it e the past  and
t h e  fu t u r e  t h r ou gh  u n d er s t a n d in g t h e
sign ificance of t he presen t . The lessons of t he
cen t r a l deca n  br in g a bou t  t h e gr owt h  a n d
development  of in tu it ion  with  it s illumina t ing
br illia n ce. In  t h e t h ir d deca n , Ven u s con fer s
the gift s of t r ue brotherhood a nd offer s t est s
and t r ia ls tha t  a re in tended to a id in  the fusion
process between  the hear t  and mind.  Through
t h is  pr ocess , a  code of spir it u a l va lu es  is
developed  wh er ein  et h ica l life  p r in cip les
su per cede m or a l ju dgm en t . Th e Ven u s ia n
spir it u a l in flu en ce in cr ea ses  t h e in dividu a l
sen se of gr ou p  r espon s ibilit y a n d  in  t h e
Aqua r ian  age will cr ea t e a  new type of group
conscious individua lism.

P ISCES
Clockw ise  on  th e  Ordin ary  Wh e e l

1st Decan Mars 6th Ray
(Non-Sacred)

2nd Decan Moon 4th Ray

(Non-Sacred)
3rd Decan J upiter 2nd Ray

(Sacred)

  Upon  t h e Wh eel of t h e P er son a lit y a s it
rolls onward in to illusion , the undeveloped and
average man  en ter s t he sign  P isces via  Mars,
the Moon , and J upit er .  Mars, the God of War
a n d t h e pr odu cer  of con flict  in a u gu r a t es t h e
cycle of r ebir th  upon  the ordina ry wheel with
st r ife, st r uggle, effor t , and pa in . The binding
h a r dsh ips of t h e ph ysica l pla n e life becom e
domina t ing and cont rolling factors in  the life of
the physica lly pola r ized Persona lity. The t est s
of t h is deca n  a r e con cer n ed wit h  t h e u ser  of
ph ysica l power  a lon g selfish  lin es  for  t h e
sa t isfact ion  of Persona lity object ives. The test s
a n d t r ia ls  of t h e Moon  r u led cen t r a l deca n
fos t er  t h e developm en t  of t h e in s t in ct u a l
feeling na ture th rough  conflict  focused in  form.
The Moon indica tes tha t  the unconscious ast ra l
life is t he domina t ing factor  in  the developing
P er son a lit y p r ocess . Th e in s t in ct u a l a n d
unconscious ast ra l life of the ordinary wheel or
Common Cross P iscean  is condit ioned by non-
sacred four th  ray forces emana t ing from one of
t h e  occu lt ly h idden  p la n et s  of E sot er ic
As t r ology. Th is  r a y en er gy pr odu ces  t h e
exper ience of const an t  change and mutabilit y
a n d offer s  lit t le oppor t u n it y for  em ot ion a l
st a bilit y. Th is con st a n t  con flict  a n d st r u ggle
cr ea t e s  gr ea t  a n d  ext r em e  em ot ion a l
imbalances with in  the psyche, bu t  never theless
serves to inaugura te the t ransmuta t ion  process
of in st in ct u a l in t elligen ce in t o a  developed
sen t ien t  facu lty.   The emot iona l t emperament
of t h e Lu n a r  deca n  is  ext r em ely flu id a n d
nega t ive and thus prone to many in secu r it ies
a n d fea r s . Th e cen t r a l deca n  of P isces is  a
difficu lt , da rk, unstable, ver sa t ile and vola t ile
t es t in g gr ou n d. In  t h e t h ir d  deca n a t e t h e
influence of J upiter  guaran tees the beneficence
of physica l inca rna t ion , promotes evolu t iona ry
gr owt h , a n d  expa n ds  t h e lim it ed  m en t a l
developm en t .  P r ogr ess  for wa r d a lon g t h e
m a t er ia l P a t h  of or din a r y exist en ce is  m a de
possible and facilit a t ed th rough  the expansive
and recept ive qua lit ies of J upit er 's second ray
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en e r gy. Th e  s u cces s fu l  s a t is fa ct ion  of
P e r s on a l i t y  ob je ct ive s  a n d  goa ls  a r e
ambit iously ach ieved.

P ISCES
An ti-Clockw ise  on  th e  Re ve rse d Wh e e l

1st Decan J upiter 2nd Ray
(Sacred)

2nd Decan Vulcan 1st Ray
(Sacred)

3rd Decan Mars 6th Ray
(Non-Sacred)

Upon  the Wheel of Life a s it  rolls onwards
in to r ea lit y, t he disciple en t er s t he fina l sign
via  J u pit er , Vu lca n , a n d Ma r s.  In  t h e fir st
deca n  J u pit er  en dows t h e In dividu a l wit h  a
physica l and per sona lity const itu t ion  which  is
u n iqu ely su it ed wit h  a  m a t er ia l r ecept ivit y
which  makes it  possible to r espond to the fu ll
r a n ge  of con t a ct s  in  t h e  en vir on m en t .
Best owin g t h e developm en t  of t r u e spir it u a l
consciousness and divine vision , the lessons of
the fir st  decan  resu lt  in  the ach ievement  of the
fusion  of the dua lit ies of physica l exist ence on
E a r t h . P ower  t o m ove for wa r d  a lon g t h e
spir it ua l Pa th  is gr an t ed with  an  unden iable
op t im ism  t h a t  power fu lly over com es  t h e
n ega t ive in er t ia , in h ibit ion , blocka ges  a n d
t a m a s ic qu a lit ies  of t h e ph ys ica l p la n e.
Th r ou gh  t h e power  of Vu lca n  in  t h e cen t r a l
decan  the in fluence of the Sou l super sedes a ll
previous Lunar  con t rol. The t est s and t r ia ls of
t h e Vu lca n  deca n  en a ble t h e In it ia t e  t o
dem on st r a t e h is con sciou s dom in ion , con t r ol,
a n d t r iu m ph  over  t h e for m  side of life. Th e
posit ive a n d en du r in g qu a lit ies  of t h e fir s t
a spect  of t h e fir s t  r a y (t h e r ever se of t h e
dest royer  a spect ) enable the in it ia t e to isola t e
h imself - without  losing connect ion  - with in  the
universa l ocean  of substance. The second dea th
is  a t t a in ed a n d t h e t om b of m a t t er  ca n  n o
lon ger  im pr ison  t h e in n er  life. Spir it  a n d
ma t t er  become synonymous t erms with in  t he
r ea lm  of con sciou s exper ien ce. Th e In it ia t e
cu lmina tes h is ca reer  in  the fina l decan  of the
Grea t  Wheel with  the fiery process of war  and

st r ife summoning up from h is inner  r esources
a  t r em en dou s fin a l effor t . Ma r s in  t h e t h ir d
decan  of P isces on  the Reversed Wheel clea r ly
in dica t es  t h a t  t h e m ode of fin a l sp ir it u a l
a t t a inmen t  r equ ir es a n  a ll-exa ct ing st ruggle.
Mars, t he planet  of beneficen t  fu sion  enables
the In it ia t e t o complet ely fu se h is Individua l
will wit h  t h e will of t h e Lor d God of Bein g,
t h u s  over com in g t h e  fin a l obs t a cles  t o
absolu t ion  and a t -one-ment .

Au th or's  Note :
The a ssignmen t  of t he decana te ru ler s for

the sign  Leo were incor rect ly given  in  pa r t  one
of th is a r t icle. I offer  my apology to the readers
of t he J ou rna l for  t h is er ror . Obviously, it  is
the Sun  tha t  is t he cen t ra l decan  ru ler  of Leo
a n d n ot  J u pit er . Th e cor r ect  r u ler sh ips a r e
given  below.

LEO
Clockw ise  on  th e  Ordin ary  Wh e e l

1st Decan J upiter
2nd Decan Sun
3rd Decan Mars

LEO
An ti-c lockw ise  on  th e  Re ve rse d Wh e e l

1st Decan Mars
2nd Decan  Sun
3rd Decan J upiter

S tephen  Pugh , a pioneer in  the field  of esoteric
astrology and  astro-rayological thought, resides
in  M on t rea l ,  Ca n a d a . H e h a s  focu sed
p a r t icu la r  a t t en t ion  u p on  d ev elop in g a
com prehensive and  consisten t parad igm  for the
theoretical exposition  and  practical application
of the new astrology.


