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COURAGE AND CONFlDENCE ANYONE?
By Michael R obbins, Ph .D.

N ow t ell m e t r u ly, a r e  you  feelin g t h e
pr essu r e? I  don 't  m ea n  t h e lit t le pr essu r es,
en cou n t er ed t h r ou gh  t h e or din a r y t r ia ls  of
da ily living. I mean  the grea t  BIG PRESSURE,
t h e pr essu r e of t h e Divin e Will t r a n sm it t ed
t h r ou gh  t h e spir it . In deed, "P r essu r e is  t h e
Law of Existence" and the pressure is on .

The Law of t he Pump is a t  work, and the
down wa r d bea r in g pr essu r e fr om  a  h ost  of
coor d in a t ed  ce les t ia l in flu en ces  d ir ect ed
t h r ou gh  Sh a m ba lla  a n d H ier a r ch y in t o t h e
New Gr ou p of Wor ld Ser ver s a n d H u m a n it y
are more in tense than  ever .

Therefore, wha t  is the logica l conclusion : if
t h e  p r es su r e  is  on , t h en , ou r  sp ir it u a l
oppor tun ity to RISE is unpara lleled.

Most  golden  oppor tun it ies pass un fu lfilled
because people a re blind to the presence of the
oppor tun ity.

And let  us remember  tha t  Sa turn , the Lord
of Pressure is equa lly the Lord of Oppor tun ity.
     And, these days, Sa turn  is found in  the sign
Aqu a r iu s -- t h e sign  of gr ou p cr ea t ivit y a n d
group progress, the sign  of the New Era . So a ll
progressive groups in  t he wor ld, a nd, a mong
t h em , t h e globa l esot er ic gr ou p, a r e bein g
ca lled to accoun tability. The demand has gone
for th  tha t  we actua lly, factua lly accomplish .
     I know I am cor rect  in  saying tha t  those in
th is room recogn ize both  the pressu re and the
oppor tun ity.
     And surely there is with in  each  of us a
willingness to do ou r  best , t o play ou r  pa r t  in
the Divine P lan  to the best  of our  ability.

So rea lizing tha t  I am ta lking to a  group of
individua ls of st rong in ten t ion  and good hear t ,
I  wou ld like t o get  ver y pr a ct ica l (a n d ver y
r a dica l), focu sin g on  wh y we a ccom plish  a n d
why we fa il, with  the view to making fa ilu re a
th ing of the past .
     We have so much. We are r ich ly endowed
wit h  in t elligen ce a n d love, a n d we h a ve a n

impor t an t , even  vit a l, message for  t he wor ld.
We a r e r ea dy in  so m a n y wa ys, yet , st ill we
fa il. Why?
    Cut t ing st ra igh t  th rough the many reasons
t h a t  m a y b e  b a s e d  u p on  in d iv id u a l
idiosyncra sies, I  wou ld sa y t ha t  ou r  fa ilu r es,
wh en  t h ey occu r , a r e ba sed u pon  t h e la ck  of
t rue Confidence and Courage -- both  qua lit ies
of the Will.

Let  us br iefly examine these two concept s,
and how they a re rooted in  the life of the spir it .

F ir st , Con fiden ce, for  a lt h ou gh  wh en  t h e
t wo t er m s  a r e spok en  t oget h er , Cou r a ge
u s u a l ly p r eced es ,  Con fid en ce  m u s t  be
established before Courage takes root .

Wh a t  i s con fiden ce, a n d u pon  wh a t  is  it
based?

 The der iva t ion  of the word Confidence
a r ises from Confidere = con  + fidere, t o t ru st .
(Confidence tha t  the Hiera rchy Stands)

Con fiden ce, t h en , is  a  for m  of t r u s t ,
r elia n ce a n d fa it h . Con fiden ce, wh en  r ea l, is
ba sed u pon  t h e exper ien ce of t h a t  wh ich  is
r elia ble a n d bet t er  st ill, u pon  t h a t  wh ich  is
infa llible, i.e., upon  LAW.

Is it  not  a  grea t  deficiency in  the life of so
many of us? I have found it  so.
     In  the esoter ic field, for  instance, I have
fou n d t h a t  a lt h ou gh  people ca r r y for t h  good
works, and speak with  a  brave voice, t hey a re
oft en  pla gu ed by a n  in n er  gn a win g dou bt
concern ing their  knowledge, their  power , their
effect iveness, and even  their  righ t to teach  t he
esoter ic a r t s and sciences.
     Confidence, to be sure, is select ive and it  is
possible for  many of u s t o have con fidence in
rela t ion  to cer ta in  mat ter s in  our  life and very
lit t le in  others. But  I have found a  deep-sea ted
lack of confidence in  one's esoter icism an  a rea
of vu lnerability.

Perhaps th is deep-sea ted lack of confidence
is ba sed u pon  a  gr owin g a ppr ecia t ion  of t h e
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in cr e d ib le  s cop e  a n d  e x t e n t  of t h e
occu lt /esot er ic field. Su ch  a  da u n t in g vision
may make so many of us hang back, and fa il to
sha re wha t  we k n ow  and wha t  we are a s fu lly
as we might .

P er h a ps  we ca n  be excu sed for  fa llin g
vict im  t o wh a t  t h e Tibet a n  h a s  ca lled  a
spiritual in feriority com plex, for  the fu r ther  we
go, the more vast  the perspect ive, and the more
humbling the r ea liza t ion  of exact ly where we
stand in  a ll th is Cosmic immensity. How, then ,
to overcome th is insecur ity in  our  approach  to
a  spir it ua l t a sk  wh ich  must  be accomplished.
For  a lthough  the insecur ity may not  be readily
vis ible t o m a n y, it  cu r t a ils  ou r  sp ir it u a l
r a d ia n ce  a n d  m a gn et is m  a n d  t h er efor e
undermines our  effect ive-ness.

Th is is not  to say tha t  one shou ld not  "act
a s if," a n d t h a t  la ck  of con fiden ce ca n n ot  be
som ewh a t  n eu t r a lized  by "a ct in g a s  if”
con fiden t . In deed, t oda y, a  h ost  of spir it u a l
forces suppor t  t hose who DARE to spread the
ligh t , for  t h e t ide is on  a n d t h e H ier a r ch ica l
push  is such  tha t  those who seek to give for th
the wisdom are suppor ted as never  before.

Never theless, th is moving bravely th rough
fea r  a n d a ct in g a s  if con fiden t  (a dm ir a ble
though  tha t  may be) is a  poor  second to t ha t
Tr u e Con fiden ce wh ich  a llows u s  t o m ove
for wa r d wit h  t h e cou r a ge of t h e fier y h ea r t ,
a n d wit h  t h e cer t a in  k n ow l ed g e t h a t  on e
cannot  possibly fa ll to one's ru in .

So we wa n t  t h e real th in g, r igh t ? Th a t
wh ich  is  gen u in e t h r ou gh  a n d t h r ou gh , a n d
does not  merely seem so?

Upon  what  or  w h om , t h en , ca n  one t r u ly
confide?

Aga in  cu t t ing t h rough  many possibilit ies,
a ll of t h em  legit im a t e t o a  gr ea t er  or  lesser
exten t , one can  confide completely on ly in  tha t
which  is in fa llible.

H er e a  con sider a t ion  of t h e con cept s  of
m odifica t ion  a n d va r ia bilit y (so com m on  t o
Yogic and Vedant ic ph ilosophy) must  en ter , for
on e ca n n ot  t r u ly con fide in  t h a t  wh ich  is
var iable or  conta ins any kind of modifica t ion .

In  shor t , one can  u lt ima tely rely on ly upon
tha t  which  is absolu tely changeless and rea l.

All t h is is  t o sa y t h a t  t h e on ly t r u e a n d
wor thy source of absolu te confidence is the one
im m or t a l SE LF , t h e on e ch a n geless, in fin it e
Absolu teness.

Th is m a y seem  a  r a dica l st a t em en t , a n d
indeed it  is RADICAL, because it  goes t o t he
root . It  leaps fa r  beyond a ll the many va luable
people, places and th ings upon  which  we have
com e t o r ely -- n or , fr om  a  st r ict ly pr a ct ica l
poin t  of view, should we cease to rely upon

t h em . Bu t  I  go t o t h e h ea r t  of t h e m a t t er
because my t ime is limited and it  is impor tan t
tha t  we get  the poin t , or  even  more impor tan t ,
to the "poin t less," the Zero, the Self.

All other  sources of confidence a re rela t ive
and var iable. Everyth ing else fa ils. Everyth ing
else is  Ma ya . E ver yt h in g else is  ch a n ge,
var iability and unpredictability.

The degree of confidence one may accord to
anyone or  anyth ing, depends upon  the degree
to which  tha t  one or  th ing is r epresen ta t ive of
the One Immor ta l SELF.

How else t han  by con fiding in  t he SELF ,
a r e  we t o n a viga t e  t h e gr ea t  Ocea n  of
Rela t ivit y, for  su r ely we m u st  dea l wit h
rela t ivity for  a ll etern ity; dur ing the in fin ity of
Un iver sa l Manvan ta ra s, we a lways have and
we a lways will.

Bu t  even  t hough  it  ha s been  sa id, by t he
ph ilosoph er  H er a clit is  t h a t  "t h er e is n ot h in g
permanen t  except  change", in  a ll t h is change
there is a  core of changelessness. And in  THAT,
SAT, t h e ch a n geless  a bsolu t en ess, Be-n ess,
Self-ness, wh ich  is the SELF of a ll selves, one
can  t ru ly and r igh t ly confide. And, u lt ima tely
aga in , on ly in  THAT.

Wh a t  I  in dica t e h er e is  t h e u lt im a t e in
reliability.

Natura lly, confidence bu ilds incrementa lly.
Th er e is  wh a t  m igh t  be ca lled a  "Ch a in  of
Reliabilit ies", and surely we lea rn  the meaning
of SE LF  a n d begin  t o con fide in  it , we fir st
lea rn  to confide in  accumula ted  FACULTY --
t h e power s a n d a t t r ibu t es of Self t h a t  h a ve
proven  themselves reliable.

F or  in st a n ce, t h e on e wh o wa s a fr a id t o
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speak, discovers he can  speak, often  because he
is forced to; the one a fra id to swim discovers he
can  swim, often  because he is forced to; he who
fea r ed expr ession , discover s h e ca n  expr ess,
a n d t h a t  t h e sou r ce fr om  wh ich  expr ession
comes does not  dry up...and so for th .

Th r ou gh ou t  evolu t ion , fa cu lt y in cr ea ses,
and becomes ever  more subject  to our  will -- to
ou r  beck and ca ll. We grow accustomed to it s
presence and feel it  will not  fa il us.

Bu t  fa cu lt y ca n  fa il -- we ca n  lose ou r
hea lth . We can  lose ou r  coordina t ion . We can
lose our  ability to feel. We can  be a t  a  loss for
words. We can  even  lose ou r  mind (I know a
few, n ot  n a m in g a n y n a m es) -- h owever
t e m p or a r i l y  w h e n  s e e n  f r om  t h e
reincarna t iona l perspect ive.

No, t r u e con fiden ce m u st  r est  u pon  t h a t
wh ich  is NON-MAYAVIC, and the on ly t h ing
in  t h e U N IVE RSE  a n d  N ON -U N IVE RSE
wh ich  is NON-MAYAVIC is t h e SE LF . Th u s
a bsolu t e Con fiden ce r est s u pon  t h e essen t ia l
completeness of the eterna l in terna l SELF.

Where is tha t  imper ishable SELF now?
Do you  recognize It?
Do you  rea lize It  cannot  fa il you?
Now, with  courage, on  to COURAGE.
Cou r a ge = cor a ge, cu r a ge, fr . cu er  (F .
Coeur) fr  L. cor  hear t .
Therefore, courage is somehow based upon

the hear t , upon  the desire of the hear t , the love
of t h e h ea r t , a n d per h a ps t h e m a t u r it y a n d
exper ience of the hear t .

It  is ba sed upon  an  under st anding of t he
essence, the very hear t  of the mat ter .

Courage is a  vir t uous st r ength  needed in
war  -- as it  is in  peace.

Well, disciplesh ip is war  a iming a t  a  peace
wh ich  on ly a lign m en t  wit h  Sh a m ba lla  ca n
confer .

There is no disciplesh ip without  courage
The Tibetan , ever  a  pract ica l Teacher , sa id

of His disciples tha t  He cou ld wish  they were a
lit t le more courageous....wh ich  may have been
H is wa y of sa yin g t h a t  H e cou ld wish  t h ey
were a  lot more courageous.

For  it  is possible to be endowed with  many
gift s, bu t  if cou r a ge is la ckin g, t h e wa ves of

wor ld ign or a n ce a n d r eject ion  will bea t  ba ck
the expression  of those gift s.
     The Master  Morya  in  the book Hierarchy
iden t ifies two kinds of courage -- the courage of
desper a t ion  a n d t h e cou r a ge of t h e fla m in g
hear t .
     Listen  to th is quota t ion  from Hierarchy,
314:

Am id st  th e con cepts of cou rage, th e
m ost  in vin cible is th e cou rage of th e
f l a m i n g  h ea r t  w h en  w i t h  f u l l
d ecisiven ess, w ith  fu ll realizat ion  of
ach ievem en t , th e w arrior k n ow s on ly
t h e p a t h  of  a d v a n ce.  T o t h i s
ach ievem ent of courage on ly the extrem e
degree of the courage of desperation  is
com parable. With  the sam e speed  w ith
which  the courage of the flam ing heart
overcom es the
fu ture, desperation  flees from  the past.
T hus, where the courage of the flam ing
heart is lack ing, let there be the courage
of  d espera t ion . On ly th u s can  th e
warrior gain  victory when  the offensive
is great. All other aspects of courage are
of no sign ificance, because in  them  will
be h alfw ayn ess. T h is qu ality, n ext  to
cowardice and  treason  m ust be avoided .
The pu rpose of cou rage -- invincibilit y on

the Pa th  of Advance. Th is means undet er r ed
accomplishmen t  on  beha lf of t he P lans of t he
Grea t  Ones.

So t h en , u n der s t a n din g som ewh a t  t h a t
u pon  wh ich  Con fiden ce  is  ba sed , wh a t
guaran tees courage, and what  will not?

 Are we courageous disciples? If not , how
may we become so?

Ma n y wor t h wh ile a ct ivit ies a n d pu r su it s
pr epa r e t h e wa y t o cou r a ge, bu t  a r e n ot  t h e
effect ive cause of courage it self.

Look in g a t  t h e h ea r t  of t h e m a t t er  we
discover  tha t  the exercise of courage is r ela ted
to t he ach ievemen t  of a  r equ isit e in t ensit y of
desir e and to t he holding of cer t a in  va lues a s
supreme.

Cou r a ge is  in s t illed  wh en  on e des ir es
s om et h in g s o in t en s e ly or  va lu es  t h a t
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som et h in g so h igh ly t h a t  h e will set t le for
noth ing else, and is willing t o sacr ifice many
t h in gs  (even  t h in gs  wh ich  m os t  con s ider
in dispen sa ble) so t h a t  on e m ost  desir ed or
most  h igh ly va lued object ive may be ach ieved.

Th e a ch ievem en t  of a  st a t e of cou r a ge is
actua lly a  form of selflessn ess  for  t he norma l
pr u den t ia l con s ider a t ion s  r ela t in g t o t h e
preserva t ion  of t he lit t le self and it s so-ca lled
necessit ies a re, t emporar ily a t  least , ignored.

Bu t  wh a t  is  it , in  essen ce, t h a t  gives
individua ls t he power  t o con fron t  probable or
even  cer t a in  loss, with  a  courageous disrega rd
for  tha t  loss -- for  th is is a  fact : it is against the
w ill of th e spirit  to tolerate loss of an y k in d ,
except  loss of lim it a t ion . So wh a t  is  it  t h a t
a llows t h e t r u ly cou r a geou s  in dividu a l t o
t oler a t e t h e loss  of t h a t  wh ich  t h e gr ea t
m a jor it y of h u m a n  bein gs desir e a n d va lu e
most  h igh ly?

To a n swer  t h is qu est ion  let  u s a ga in  t r y
the radica l approach  and go for  the ROOT.

Perhaps, in  the one an ima ted by spir it ua l
courage, there is a  deep if not  a lways conscious
convict ion  tha t  WHEN ACTING
BRAVELY FROM THE HEART, REAL LOSS
IS IMPOSSIBLE, and tha t  apparen t  loss is, in
fact , spir itua l ga in .

Ult im a t ely, r ea l cou r a ge is  a n  ACT OF
THE ESSENTIAL IMMORTAL SELF.

He who act s from SELF as SELF is brave
and courageous.

All other  forms of courage, while admirable
in  t h eir  own  wa y a s s t eppin g-st on es t o t h e
u lt ima te courage, a re not  the r ea l th ing. They
do not  ca r ry the qua lity of invincibility.
     For , in  a  nu tshell, what  is the one th ing
t h a t  ca n  n ever  be lost . On ly t h e SE LF  ca n
never  be lost , for  the SELF is ALL THERE IS.

So tha t  t ru ly courageous person  is not  on ly
able, bu t  eager ly willing to give up a ll t h ings
shor t  of t he SELF, for  t he sake of the grea ter
rea liza t ion  and asser t ion  of the SELF.

And a s for  giving up the SELF -- it  is t he
one grea t  impossibility.  Therefore, u lt ima tely,
cou r a ge is  ba sed u pon  iden t ifica t ion  a s t h e
immor ta l, invincible un iversa l SELF.
     Courage, in  shor t , is based upon the

rea liza t ion  of one's t rue Identity.
     Cowardice a r ises from the overwhelming
sense tha t  someth ing of supreme va lue will be
lost . Bu t  t he SELF is supreme, Who can  lose
the immor ta l SELF?

Now let  us pause for  a  moment .
 T h ink  back  upon  your life to a m om en t of
your greatest confidence and  h ighest courage.

What  st imula ted it ?
Wh er e wa s you r  lit t le self t h en ? Wer e you r
eyes  u pon  it ? Or  wa s  se lf-for get fu ln es s
involved?

Or  in  a  st r a n ge sor t  of wa y, wa s SE LF -
remembrance a lso involved?
 Now pr eser ve t h e feelin g or  t h e sen se of
what  it  was like to be in  tha t  h igh  sta te.

Now, let  us ca r ry th is a  lit t le fur ther .
Suppose now tha t  you  a re immor ta l, which ,

in  fact  and in  spir it  you  a re.
S u p p os e ,  t h e r e for e ,  t h a t  you  a r e

indest ruct ible, invincible, wh ich  in  fact  and in
spir it  you  a re.

Su ppose t h a t  in evit a bly, you r  will m u st
pr eva il, wh ich  it  m u st  a n d will, beca u se you
are the immor ta l SELF.
 Su ppose in  fa ct  t h a t  you  a r e deep ly
confiden t  in  the SELF, and deeply courageous
beca u se you r  h ea r t  bea t s in  u n ison  wit h  t h e
one immor ta l HEART of a ll.

What  would you  do? What  would you  do?
 Is  t h er e som et h in g im por t a n t  you  a r e
hesita t ing to do?

How would you  change your  life?
Wh a t  da r in g a ct , in wa r dly or  ou t wa r dly

da r in g, wou ld you  per for m , ba sed u pon  t h e
absolu te courage and confidence of the SELF?

What  non-essen t ia ls wou ld you  pa r t  with?
What  new ground would you  break?

    What  would you  do on  beha lf of Hiera rchy,
Humanity, and the P lan?

Now is  t h er e a n yt h in g seem in g t o s t op
you?
  Wh a t  do you  fea r  sh ou ld you  a dva n ce?
What  would you  lose! What  would you  have to
give up?
     Now a ga in  iden t ify a s t h e in dest r u ct ible
spir it  and in tensify your  rea liza t ion  as spir it  a s
you  listen  to the following words:
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More radiant than  the S un
Purer than  the snow,
S ubtler than  the ether

 Is the S ELF, the S pirit with in  m y heart.
 I am  that S ELF, that S ELF am  I.

     Now st ill iden t ified a s t he formless spir it ,
weigh  the loss you  fea r , and rea lize deeply tha t
if you  a ct  wit h  a u t h en t ic con fiden ce a n d
cou r a ge n ot h in g ca n  be los t  excep t  t h e
limita t ion  upon your  freedom of spir it .
     Visu a lize t h e liber a t in g effect s  t h a t  will
occu r  in  you r  life when  you  act  with  cou rage
and confidence, and now you in tend to do.
     Ma ke a  con t r a ct  with  you r self, a nd set  a
t im e du r in g t h is  m on t h  of in it ia t ive, a n
appoin tment  with  dest iny, when  you  will t ake
cou r a geou s a n d con fiden t  a ct ion  ba sed u pon
your  rea liza t ion  of who you  rea lly a re.

Now let 's open  our  eyes.
     J ust  imagine the freedom, the wider , fr eer
life t h a t  cou r a geou s , con fiden t  a ct ion  will
genera te.
     The act  has been  conceived and the will is
t here -- however , t he in t ended act ion  has not
yet  been  t aken , bu t  it  needs to be t aken . Righ t
t h er e, in  th e tak in g , la ys  t h e d iffer en ce
between  fu t ile good in t en t ions and admirable
spir itua l accomplishment .

You  know a ll of u s must  forge ahead. Not
just  as individua ls bu t  as groups.
     Hopefu lly t he Un iver sit y, a s a  group, can
be a s con fiden t  a n d cou r a geou s a s t h e m ost
s p i r i t u a l l y  i n s p i r e d  i n d iv id u a l .  T h e
UNIVERSITY of t he SEVEN RAYS and THE
SEVEN RAY INSTITUTE has made a  policy of
a t t empt ing to be courageous -- to do wha t  has
not  been  done before, t o do wha t  many sa id it
was not  possible to do.
    To t a k e bold  a n d  con s t r u ct ive a ct ion
whether  or  not  the financia l r esources exist ed
to back tha t : act ion .
    We t ry to live by the Book of` Dar ing and
are frequent ly found Out  on  a  Limb.
     Th e newer  sch ools  of occu lt ism  a r e t o
recogn ize and implement  the spir it  a spect , the
aspect  of SYNTHESIS.

H e r e  a t  t h e  S RI /U S R, w e  s t r e s s
SYNTHESIS, the broad ou t look. It 's a  new and
n ecessa r y or ien t a t ion  in  esot er ic gr ou ps
syn thesis and  the spirit.
  It  a llows u s  t o m ove ASSE RTIVE LY
for wa r d , wit h  cou r a ge  a n d  con fid en ce .
Asser t in g t h e F a ct  of t h e spir it  a n d of t h e
syn t h es is , a n d of t h e Isola t ed  U n it y t h a t
embraces and con ta ins a ll our  effor t s. All of us
in  a ll ou r  many esot er ic groups a r e pa r t  of a
MOVE ME NT t h a t  is  a n  a spect  of t h e m a jor
e ve n t  occu r r in g  u p on  t h is  p la n e t  --
Externa liza t ion  of the Hiera rchy.

Wha t  we a r e doing t ogether  goes a ga in st
t h e est a blish ed gr a in , bu t  in cr ea sin gly, t h e
wor ld will come a long.
     I n  or der  t o per for m  t h is  t a sk  wit h
in spir a t ion  ou r  cou r a ge a n d con fiden ce m u st
grow.
     Su rely ou r  abilit ies will increa se and we
s h a ll  becom e ever  m or e  con fid en t  a n d
courageous in  the expression  of those abilit ies,
those facu lt ies.
     Bu t , especia lly, t h er e m u st  be cu lt iva t ed
CONF IDE NCE  IN TH E  ONE  E SSE NTIAL
SE LF , a n d  a  COU RAGE  r oot ed  in  t h e
rea liza t ion  of one's indest ruct ibility and based
u pon  a  r ea liza t ion  of t h e SYNTH E SIS, a n
Isola t ion  of the Unity of the Whole.

Now let  ea ch  of u s t h in k  sober ly of ou r
lives of disciplesh ip. There a re many demands
u pon  u s  n ow, t r u e. Th e dem a n ds, on er ou s
though  they may seem, a re actua lly r ela t ively
sma ll, bu t  t hey will cer t a in ly increase, in  th is
life or  t h e n ext  or  t h e n ext , a n d t h e bu r den ,
a lbeit  ca r r ied  in  joy, will be t er r ific by
compar ison  with  what  we car ry now.
      If we a re ever  t o become fu ll members of
the Spir itua l Hiera rchy of the P lanet , we must
become "Grea t  Spir it ua l Toiler s" on  beha lf of
humanity.
     F or  su ch  wor k , a n d  it  loom s  a h ea d
cer t a in ly, if even t u a lly, for  a ll of u s , on ly
con fiden ce a n d  cou r a ge ba sed  u pon  t h e
r ea liza t ion  of t h e On e SE LF  will r en der  u s
effect ive.
     It  is happiness based upon  the t rue bliss of
in vin cib il i t y wh ich , for  t h os e  wh o a r e
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spir itua lly awake is the r igh t  and na tura l sta te
of m in d, a n d wh ich  wou ld t u r n  u s fr om  t h e
pa th  of ha lfwayness.

So if we, a s individua ls and a s groups a re
to cu lt iva t e cou rage and con fidence, we must
learn  to th ink in  a  la rge way.
    An d t h e h igh est  m ea su r e of t h ese t wo
desirable vir tues comes to those who can  th ink
in  the LARGEST WAY -- UNIVERSALLY. The
gr ea t est  of a ll for m s of con fiden ce is  SE LF -
con fid e n ce ,  con fid e n ce  in  t h e  O N E
UNIVERSAL SELF, in  the I AM THAT I AM.
An d t h is  SE LF  is  t h e gr ea t  H E ART of t h e
UNIVERSE, for  t he sea t  of t he SELF , of t he
LIFE, is in  the HEART. And it  is by iden t ifying
wit h  t h a t  UNIVE RSAL H E ART t h a t  t h er e
ar ises the t ruest  of a ll forms of COURAGE, the
COURAGE OF THE FLAMING HEART.
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