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Con side ration s  in  Ray
De te rm in ation s

By Brad  Berg

This a r t icle is in tended to provide some usefu l
idea s t o consider  when  a t t empt ing t o discern
the r a y energies being expressed t h rough  a n
individua l's per sona lit y. The focus will be on
pa r a m et er s  in volved in  d is t in gu ish in g t h e
presence of one ray from another , with  ray one
bein g u sed a s  a n  exa m ple, a s  it  is  ea sy t o
con fu se a  r a y wit h  ot h er  seem in gly sim ila r
qua lit ies.

Due t o t he br ief na tu r e of t h is a r t icle we
will a ddr ess  t h e expr ess ion  of a  r a y a s  it
m a n ifest s  wit h in , a n d t h r ou gh , t h e gen er a l
na ture of a  person , leaving for  a  la ter  study the
a t t empt  to determine which  pa r t icu la r  veh icle
(physica l, emot iona l, menta l, etc....) is involved.
 Th is  is  bot h  a  fa scin a t in g a n d deeply
complica ted endeavor , providing a  fer t ile field
for  lea r n in g t o t h e per son  u n der t a k in g t h e
study, as well as the oppor tun ity to enhance an
illumina t ing and usefu l understanding of, and
for , the person  being studied.

Ma n y fa ct or s  a r e  in volved  in  r a y
det er m in a t ion , sever a l of wh ich  will n ow be
touched upon . Perhaps most  impor t an t ly, one
sh ou ld h a ve a  clea r  gr a sp of t h e qu a lit ies of
which  each  of the seven  rays is an  expression ,
especia lly a s  it  per t a in s  t o t h e in dividu a l
h u m a n  bein g. Th is, in  it self, r equ ir es m u ch
len gt h y, ca r efu l s t u d y, a n d  fa ir ly well
d evelop ed  d is cr im in a t ive  a n d  a n a lyt ica l
facu lt ies.

Of cour se, one can  on ly proceed so fa r  via
obser va t ion  a n d r a t ion a l pr ocedu r es . I t  is
therefore vir tua lly a  necessity to possess some
degree of in tu it ion , or  a  percept ive sensit ivity
t h a t  will a llow on e t o "feel" t h e qu a lit a t ive
na tu re of t he energies t hemselves. Hence the
term esoter ic psychologist !
 As we a r e n ot  yet  per fect , it  is  sa fe t o

assume tha t  t here is some inheren t  distor t ion
in  ou r  own  a bilit y t o per ceive t h a t  wh ich
emana tes from others and in to our  own field of
awareness. It  is the belief of th is au thor  tha t  in
t h e n ot  t oo dist a n t  fu t u r e, r a y psych ologist s
m a y h a ve  a va ila b le  in s t r u m en t a t ion  t o
measure the actua l fr equencies of t he va r ious
r a y en er gies pr esen t , bu t  t h is is  n ot  yet  t h e
case.
 Another  impor t an t  factor  t o be t aken  in to
considera t ion  is the presence of more than  one
ray in  an  individua l's st ructu re. For  in st ance,
one may miss t he pr esence of r ay two a t  t he
persona lity level, if the person  under  study has
a  r a y t h r ee sou l, a  h igh ly developed r a y five
mind, a  power fu l r ay six emot iona l body and a
well scu lptu red and act ive r ay seven  physica l
bod y. Th e  en t i r e  s u b ject  ca n  becom e
sign ifican t ly more abst ract  if one assumes tha t
the r ay of each  of t he five veh icles composing
an  individua l's st ructu re a lso has a  qua lifying
sub-r a y. It  is  upon  t h is a na logous ba sis t ha t
the per sona lity is sa id to be the sub-ray of the
soul.
 Wh e n  u n d e r t a k in g a n  a t t e m p t  t o
det er m in e a  per son 's  r a y s t r u ct u r e, it  is
exceedin gly va lu a ble t o kn ow a s  m u ch  a s
poss ible a bou t  t h e a s t r ologica l in flu en ces
involved. These will st rongly a ffect  a  per son 's
m a k e-u p  a n d  a t  t h e  lea s t , on e sh ou ld ,
h opefu lly, be a wa r e of t h e con st ella t ion s--or
s ign s --in  wh ich  t h e  s u b ject 's  S u n  a n d
Ascendant  a re loca ted.
 An  a wa r en ess  of t h e developm en t  a n d
a ct ivit y of t he seven  ma jor  energy cen t er s of
t h e et h er ic body of t h e su bject  ca n  pr ovide
a ddit ion a l u sefu l in for m a t ion , a s t h e cen t er s
a r e r ela t ed t o specific r ays. However , fu r ther
though t  a long th is line is beyond the scope of
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th is a r t icle.
 Idea lly, cer ta in  pieces of in format ion  about
the subject  of study will facilit a t e t he process
of r ay st ructu re det ermina t ion . These include
voca t ion , h obbies, in t er est s , t en den cies a n d
previous a reas of involvement . The Persona lity
Iden t it y P rofile, 1 t ha t  ha s been  developed by
t h e Seven  Ra y In st it u t e, is  a n  exa m ple of a
h igh ly usefu l t ool t ha t  can  be incorpora t ed in
such  a  study.
 Th e oppor t u n it y for  fa ce-t o-fa ce con t a ct
with  the subject , including a  shor t  discussion ,
can  be most  illumina t ing. Much  can  be gleaned
fr om  t h e su bject 's  s t yle of dr ess, m a n n er  of
speech , body la n gu a ge, a s  well a s  gen er a l
dem ea n or  a n d over a ll m a n n er  in  wh ich  t h e
person  presen ts h imself or  herself to the wor ld.
F a cia l fea t u r es a n d expr ession s, t h e "look in
on e's  eye" a n d ot h er  su bt le n u a n ces, a r e a ll
poten t ia lly va luable in  t h is process. Aft er  a ll,
everyth ing a  person  is and does is ver it ably an
expr ess ion  of som e on e or  com bin a t ion  of
energies.
 It  should a lso be kept  in  mind tha t  the rays
on  the 1-3-5-7 line of energy share over lapping
qua lit ies, a s do those on  the 2-4-6 line. J ust  a s
devot ion  can  be an  expression  of both  rays four
a n d s ix, cr it icism  is  oft en  a  ch a r a ct er is t ic
(lower) expression  of rays th ree and five.
 As t h e a bove is bu t  a  fleet in g glim pse of
the factors involved in  ray determina t ions, one
can  see the inheren t  cha llenge in  th is process.
Th e st u den t , or  psych ologist , m a y be qu it e
accura te when  concluding tha t  a  ma jor  key to
ray determina t ion  is the abilit y to dist ingu ish
between  the rays.
 In  examin ing how the presence of one r ay
can  easily be confused with  tha t  of another , ray
one will be u t ilized a s a n  exa mple. The r a ys
most  oft en  confused with  r ay one a re r ays six,
seven  a n d t h r ee. P er h a ps t h e m ost  com m on
er ror  of judgment  is the assumpt ion  of ray one
ra ther  than  ray six. In fluen t ia l is the fact  tha t
dur ing the last  two thousand years, ray six has
r eached a  zen it h  of expression  in  t he human
k in gdom . Not  on ly h a s  it  been  s t r on gly in
manifesta t ion  for  so long, bu t  it  is a lso rela ted

to the in fluence of P isces, which  is now waning
a s  t h e E a r t h  m oves  in t o a lign m en t  wit h
Aquar ius.
 I n  t h e  s t u d y of a n  in d ivid u a l, t h e
per sist ence, dr ive, one-poin t ed adherence and
(oft en ) emot iona l determina t ion  of r ay six can
easily be mistaken  for  ray one. The one-poin ted
focu s of r a y on e em a n a t es fr om  a  dyn a m ic
sen se of pu r pose willfu lly m a n ifes t ed , a s
opposed to the desire and idea l-or ien ted ray six
energy.
 Ray six works pr imar ily th rough  the sola r
plexu s a n d st im u la t es t h e em ot ion a l n a t u r e,
wh ile r ay one commonly inh ibit s emot ion  and
is  a ppa r en t ly cool a n d a loof. As r a y s ix is
frequen t ly thought  of a s "the ray which  no one
wa n t s pr esen t  in  t heir  own  st ructu r e:” 2 a n d
sin ce m a n y people r ela t e m ost ly t o it s  lower
means of expression , it s presence can  easily be
neglect ed when  one is det ermin ing one's own
ray st ructu re. Many of u s wou ld much  r a ther
assume ray one and it s qua lit ies of will, power
a n d syn t h esis , especia lly a s it  is  on e of t h e
three major  Rays of Aspect .
 Ray one has a  un ique rela t ion  to ray seven ,
as does ray two to ray six, and ray th ree to ray
five. Ra y seven  m a y seem  t o sh a r e s im ila r
qu a l i t ie s  w i t h  r a y on e ,  en a b l in g t h e
in ves t iga t or  t o, a ga in , ea s ily con fu se t h e
energy a t  hand.
 Th e s t r on g t en den cy t o or ga n ize a n d
coordina te group act ivit ies (wh ich  may propel
someone to a  posit ion  of leadersh ip) can  closely
r esem ble t h e power fu l, dir ect  r a y on e t ype
lea d er .  Dis cr im in a t ion  is  n eces s a r y t o
det er m in e wh et h er  t h e qu a lit y m a n ifest ed is
t h e vit a l en er gy t h a t  pr odu ces  or der  a n d
or ga n iza t ion ,  ve r s u s  t h e  in d ep en d en t ,
st eadfast  and willfu l pu rpose which  r esu lt s in
a ssu m in g a  lea der sh ip posit ion . Wh er e bot h
rays a r e pr esen t  in  an  individua l's st ructu re,
t h e t a sk  is, of cou r se, qu it e com plica t ed a n d
necessita tes t rue discr imina t ive ability.
 Ra y seven  br in gs  en er gy down  t o t h e
ph ysica l pla n e a n d deligh t s  in  t h in gs don e
decen t ly and in  order , enabling one to mistake
th is for  the willfu l sense of purpose denoted by
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ray one. The qua lit ies of r ay th ree which  most
oft en  a re a ssumed to indica t e r ay one a re the
t e n d e n cy  t o  m a n i p u l a t e ,  s t r on g l y
communica ted ideas and plans, a s well a s the
"vit a lizin g of for m s t h r ou gh  gr ou p wor k .” 3

Wh ile m a n ipu la t ion  is  u su a lly seen  in  a
n ega t ive ligh t , it  ca n  a lso be expr essed in  a
posit ive, const ruct ive manner  and the effor t  to
man ipu la t e forms or  ideas, in  a  group forma t
(a lso known as adaptability) can  be mistaken ly
thought  of as the willfu l leadersh ip of ray one.

People with  r ay th ree presen t  en joy being
t h e spider  a t  t h e cen t er  a n d em ph a size self-
im p or t a n ce , wh ich  a r e  t r a i t s  t h a t  ca n
er roneously be though t  of a s per t a in ing to r ay
one.
  It  can  be seen  tha t  the effor t  to determine
a  ray st ructure is most  cha llenging, and merely
t h e effor t  t o do so ca n  en h a n ce on e's  own
under st anding of t he r ays, a s well a s human
per sona lit y st ructu re. Th is a r t icle is in t ended
to be st imu la t ing a s well a s in forma t ive a nd
the au thor  cer t a in ly welcomes r esponses and
comments from in terested readers.
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