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Baile y  an d Th e osoph y
by Niels Br Ønzsted

In trodu ction
In  esoter ic cir cles it  is a  well known  fact  t ha t
t he modern  esot er ic t each ing or igina t es from
two chohans in  the spir itua l h iera rchy, Morya
(M) and Kuthumi (KH), who–with  the consen t
of t h eir  su per ior  or  "ch ief," a s t h ey pr efer  t o
ca l l  h im , t h e  Ma h a ch oh a n  or  Lor d  of
Civi l iza t ion  of t h a t  t im e–fou n d ed  t h e
theosoph ica l movement  in  the end of the 19th
century.

In  the book ca lled T he Mahatm a Letters we
fin d a llu sion s t o t h e h ier a r ch ica l pu r pose of
t h is  m ovem en t  a n d t h e "divis ion  of la bor "
between  the master s and the exponen t s of the
movement . These let t er s a re not  rea lly wr it t en
by the chohans. They a re though t  forms of the
t ext  precipit a t ed on  paper , and in  most  ca ses
t h e  ch oh a n  d id  n ot  per for m  t h e a ct u a l
p r ecip it a t ion  h im s e lf bu t  t e lep a t h ica lly
t r a n sfer r ed t h e t h ou gh t  for m  t o on e of t h e
sen ior  d is cip les , a s  for  in s t a n ce  H . P .
Bla va t sky, wh o t h en  did t h e "m a gica l" a ct .
Ma s t er  Mor ya  wr it es : "On  t h e  17t h  of
Novem ber  n ext  t h e Sept en a r y t er m  of t r ia l
given  the Society1 a t  it s founda t ion  in  which  to
discreet ly “preach  us” will expire. One or  two of
us hoped tha t  t he wor ld had so fa r  advanced
in t ellect u a lly, if n ot  in t u it ion a lly, t h a t  t h e
Occu lt  doct r in e m igh t  ga in  a n  in t ellect u a l
a ccept a nce, a nd t he impu lse given  for  a  new
cycle of occu lt  r esea r ch . Ot h er s2–wiser  a s it
wou ld now seem–held differen t ly, bu t  consen t
wa s given  for  t h e t r ia l. I t  wa s s t ipu la t ed,
however , t ha t  t he exper imen t  shou ld be made
in depen den t ly of ou r  per son a l m a n a gem en t ;
tha t  there shou ld be no abnormal in ter ference
by ourselves."3

Th e m a st er  Ku t h u m i wr it es  a bou t  t h e
pu r pose of Th e Th eosoph ica l Societ y: "Th e
Ch iefs wa n t  a  ‘Br ot h er h ood of H u m a n it y,’ a
r ea l  U n ive r s a l  F r a t e r n i t y  s t a r t ed ; a n
inst itu t ion  which  would make it self known

throughou t  the wor ld and a r rest  the a t t en t ion
of the h ighest  minds."4

An d la t er  h e in t r odu ces a  m essa ge fr om
t h e "ch ief h im self” wit h  t h e wor ds : "An
abr idged ver sion  of the view of the Chohan  on
t h e T.S. fr om  h is  own  wor ds a s  given  la st
n igh t ." Th is is the well-known Maha  Chohan 's
Let t er  where we r ead t he following excerpt s:
"Th e doct r in e we pr om u lga t e bein g t h e on ly
t rue one, must , suppor ted by such  evidence as
we a r e pr epa r in g t o give, becom e u lt im a t ely
t r iu m ph a n t  a s  ever y ot h er  t r u t h . Yet  it  is
absolu tely necessa ry to incu lca te it  gradua lly,
en forcing it s theor ies, un impeachable fact s for
t h ose wh o k n ow, wit h  d ir ect  in fer en ces
deduced from and cor robora ted by the evidence
furn ished by modern  exact  science...

"F or  ou r  doct r in es t o pr a ct ica lly r ea ct  on
t h e so-ca lled  m or a l code, or  t h e idea s  of
t ru th fu lness, pu r it y, self-den ia l, cha r it y, et c.,
we have to preach  and popula r ize a  knowledge
of theosophy...”

"It  is t ime tha t  theosophy shou ld en ter  the
a r en a . Th e son s  of Th eosoph is t s  a r e m or e
likely t o becom e in  t h eir  t u r n  Th eosoph ist s
than  anyth ing else. No messenger  of t ru th , no
prophet  has ever  ach ieved dur ing h is life t ime
a  com plet e t r iu m ph , n ot  even  Bu ddh a . Th e
Th eosoph ica l Societ y wa s  ch osen  a s  t h e
cor n er s t on e, t h e fou n da t ion  of t h e fu t u r e
religion  of humanity."5

Th e  Tw o Am an u e n se s

I t  is  a lso well-kn own  a m on g esot er icist s
tha t  t he master s KH and M gave the Tibetan
m a s t er , Djwh a l Kh u l (DK), t h e  t a sk  of
pr ovidin g t h e n ecessa r y t ea ch in g, n ot  on ly
beca u se h e h a s  been  a  close fr ien d  a n d
"messenger" for  cen tur ies and the foca l poin t  of
on e of t h e su bsidia r y a sh r a m s wit h in  KH 's
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major  2nd ray ashram, bu t  a lso because he has
specia lized in  occu lt  ph ilosoph y a n d cosm ic
law. He planned h is work in  th ree phases, and
as the fir st  "amanuensis" the master s chose H.
P . Bla va t sky (H P B), a  sen ior  disciple in  M's
ashram. She was, a s they sa id, fa r  from being
a  per fect  in s t r u m en t  bu t  t h e  bes t  on e
ava ilable. The r esu lt s were HPB's pioneer ing
wr it in gs cr own ed by h er  m on u m en t a l wor k
T he S ecret Doctrine–which  is r ega rded a s t he
founda t ion  stone of modern  occu lt ism–and the
founding of The Theosoph ica l Society (TS) a s
a n  or ga n iza t ion a l ba se for  es t a blish in g a
brotherhood of humanity and the promulga t ion
of the ageless wisdom.

HPB was succeeded by other  t heosoph ica l
worker s who ca r r ied on  the work. Bu t  a s t he
or igin a l im pu lse seeped down  in t o "lesser
minds" it  was somewhat  distor t ed, and the TS
turned in to a  forum of psych ism and an  a lmost
hyster ica l emot iona l worsh ip of the masters. At
the same t ime DK sta r t ed focusing on  h is next
"amanuensis," Alice A. Ba iley (AAB), in  order
t o pr oceed  wit h  t h e secon d ph a se of h is
planned work.

Th e qu est ion  n ow a r ose: cou ld t h e n ew
ph a se of t h e t ea ch in g be in t egr a t ed in  t h e
theosoph ica l work or  wou ld the developmen t s
with in  the TS make it  impossible? We will get
back to tha t  poin t  la ter  as it  is the pivot  of th is
a r t icle, bu t  in  my view th is was a  major  t est  to
the TS and probably one of the reasons why no
"a u t h or it a t ive" s t a t em en t  fr om  a n y of t h e
theosophica l leaders–who st ill had an  open  line
of communica t ion  with  the master s–was made
con cer n in g t h e wor k  of AAB. Th e m em ber s
sh ou ld be fr ee t o ch oose or  r eject  t h e n ew
teach ing on  it s own mer it , and as we sha ll see
they fa iled glor iously.

Alice  A. Baile y

Now, let  us see how AAB entered the work.
F or t u n a t ely we a r e in  possess ion  of h er
au tobiography so we can  base ou r  descr ipt ion
on  her  own  words. She says: "It  was wh ilst  I
was passing th rough  the difficu lt  t ime in  which

I wor ked a s a  fa ct or y h a n d t h a t  I  con t a ct ed
Theosophy. I do not  like the word in  spite of it s
beau t ifu l connota t ion  and mean ing. It  st ands
in  t h e pu blic m in d for  so m u ch  wh ich  it
essen t ia lly is not . I hope to show, if I can , wha t
it  r ea lly is. Th is marked the open ing of a  new
spir itua l era  in  my life."6

H er e we get  t h e fir st  fleet in g glim pse of
AAB's a t t it u de t o t h eosoph y–or  per h a ps we
shou ld say theosoph ist s. Th is a t t it ude is on ly
n a t u r a l con sider in g t h e t r ea t m en t  sh e la t er
r eceived, bu t  it  is  a lso a  key poin t  in  t h is
a r t icle, and we will la t er  a t t empt  to show how
it  ha s in fluenced ma ny r ea der s of her  books.
Bu t  let  u s r etu rn  to t he au tobiography where
she ment ions two impor tan t  books: "I had just
made the acqua in t ance of her  grea t  book T he
S ecret  Doctrin e. I  wa s  in t r igu ed by it  bu t
completely bewildered. I cou ldn 't  make head or
t a il of it . It  is a  difficu lt  book for  beginners for
it  is badly pu t  t ogether  and la cks con t inu ity.
H .P .B. st a r t s with  one subject , wander s off t o
another , t akes up a  th ird a t  length  and–if you
sea r ch –you  will fin d h er  r et u r n in g t o h er
or igina l t heme sixty or  seven ty pages fu r ther
on .7

"I  h a d join ed t h e Th eosoph ica l Lodge in
Pacific Grove and was beginn ing to t each  and
hold cla sses. I r emember  the fir st  book tha t  I
st a r t ed t o expound. It  was t he gr ea t  book by
Mrs. Besan t , A S tudy in  Consciousness. I knew
n ot h in g a bou t  con sciou sn ess a n d I  cou ld n ot
possibly define it  bu t  I kept  six pages ahead of
the cla ss and somehow managed to get  away
wit h  it . Th ey n ever  discover ed h ow lit t le I
kn ew. I  kn ow t h a t  n o m a t t er  wh a t  t h e cla ss
learned I lea rned a  grea t  dea l."8

We see tha t  AAB r igh t  from the beginn ing
r ea lized t h e difficu lt y a n d com plexit y of T he
S ecret  Doct r in e a n d a lso t h e cla r it y a n d
usefu lness of Annie Besan t 's work. But  in  1918
a  sign ifican t  even t  occu r r ed in  her  life wh ich
seem s  t o h a ve t u r n ed  t h e  p la n s  for  a
con t inuous r evela t ion  of t he esot er ic t each ing
in  a  differen t  direct ion  than  the one which  may
have been  in tended or igina lly. On  the su r face,
a n d con sider in g la t er  h a ppen in gs a s well, it
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may not  appear  tha t  impor tan t , bu t  in  my view
it  wa s  t h e begin n in g of t h e d ivis ion  s t ill
exist ing today between  the two ma jor  sou rces
of esot er ic t each ing: Theosophy and the "blue
books." AAB descr ibes it  in  the following way:
"I t  wa s  du r in g t h is  yea r , 1918, t h a t  I
discovered for  t he fir st  t ime who it  wa s t ha t
had come to see me in  Scot land when  I was a
gir l of fift een . I  h a d been  a dm it t ed in t o t h e
E sot er ic Sect ion  (E .S.) of t h e Th eosoph ica l
Society and was a t t ending their  meet ings. The
fir st  t ime tha t  I wen t  in to the Shr ine Room I
saw the customary pictu res of t he Chr ist  and
t h e  Ma s t e r s  of t h e  Wis d om , a s  t h e
Theosoph ist s ca ll Them. To my surpr ise there,
lookin g st r a igh t  a t  m e, wa s a  pict u r e of m y
visit or . Th er e wa s n o m ist a ke. Th is wa s t h e
man  who had wa lked in to my aun t 's drawing
room, and it  was not  t he Master  J esus. I was
in exper ien ced t h en  a n d r u sh ed t o on e of t h e
sen ior  people a t  Kr ot on a  a n d a sked for  t h e
name of th is Master . They told me tha t  it  was
t h e Ma st er  K.H . a n d t h en  I  m a de a  ba sic
mist ake for  wh ich  I have since pa id the pr ice.
Believing tha t  t hey wou ld be plea sed and not
in tending in  the very least  to be boast fu l I sa id,
in  a ll in n ocen ce, “Oh , t h en , H e m u st  be m y
Ma st er , for  I 've t a lked wit h  h im  a n d been
u n der  H is gu ida n ce ever  sin ce.” Th is per son
looked a t  me and sa id, with  ra ther  a  wither ing
in flect ion , “Am  I  t o u n der s t a n d  t h a t  you
believe yourself to be a  disciple?” For  the fir st
t im e in  m y life  I  wa s  u p  a ga in s t  t h e
com pet it ive t ech n iqu e of t h e Th eosoph ica l
Society."9

At  t h a t  t im e sen ior it y a n d  n ot  m er it
seem ed t o be t h e ba sis  of a n  eva lu a t ion  of
people, and the fact  tha t  a  newcomer  like AAB
cla imed tha t  she was visit ed by the master  KH
persona lly, and had been  a  disciple ever  since,
was qu ite unbearable for  the workers in  the TS
t o wh om  su ch  a n  even t  wou ld be t h e m ost
glor ious th ing ever  to happen . From tha t  poin t
jea lousy made a  na tu ra l a ccept ance of AAB's
wor k  im poss ible, a n d t h e fou n da t ion  of a
bar r ier  was la id from the theosophica l side.

Never theless, AAB and her  husband Foster

Ba iley had r isen  from the r anks to prominen t
posit ion s wit h in  t h e Am er ica n  sect ion  of t h e
TS, and la t er , in  1921, t hey st a r t ed the "back
to Blava t sky movemen t ." It  was a  r eact ion  to
suggest ions made by theosoph ica l key figu res
like Ann ie Besan t  and C. W. Leadbea ter  t ha t
st uden t s shou ld r ea d a  gr ea t  ma ny books by
t h em selves  a n d ot h er  t h eosoph ica l wr it er s
before t rying to t ackle HPB's fa r  more difficu lt
wor k . Alt h ou gh  t h e  "ba ck  t o Bla va t sk y
m ovem en t " wa s  a p p r ecia t ed  in  cer t a in
quar ter s it  did not  improve the rela t ionsh ip to
the members of the esoter ic sect ion  (ES) of the
TS who were (and st ill a re) in  power  and who
suppor t ed the views of Ann ie Besan t . Bu t  the
fu n n y t h in g is  t h a t  AAB in  m a n y wa ys h a d
come to t he same conclusion : t ha t  T h e S ecret
Doct r in e wa s t oo difficu lt  for  begin n er s a n d
tha t  the works of (a t  least ) Annie Besan t  were
fa r  bet t er  su it ed a s a n  in t r odu ct ion  t o DK's
teaching.l0

In  t he mean t ime AAB had made her  fir st
con tact  with  the Tibetan  master , DK, and had
s t a r t ed  wr it in g for  h im . Th is  wa s  n ot
u n pr oblem a t ic for  sh e wa s a lm ost  a ller gic t o
psych ic work, so DK, and la ter  her  own master
KH, had t o convince her  t ha t  wr it ing for  t he
T ib e t a n  in volve d  t h e  u s e  of m e n t a l
t elepa thy–for  which  she had a  specia l gift–and
n ot  t h e a s t r a l sen sit ivit y wh ich  is  u su a lly
t er m ed  psych ic fa cu lt y. Th is  a ver s ion  t o
psych ic work is a lso a  key poin t  of th is a r t icle,
for  in  m y opin ion  it  swa yed h er  a t t it u de
r ega r din g a n ot h er  t h eosoph ica l wor ker  a n d
fe llow d is cip le  in  KH 's  a sh r a m , C. W.
Lea dbea t er  (CWL), t o su ch  a  degr ee t h a t  it
s t r en gt h en ed t h e ba r r ier  bet ween  t h e E S
m em ber s a n d h er self-bu t  t h is t im e fr om  h er
side.

The an tagon ism was rein forced by the fact
t h a t , t h r ou gh  h er  a ffilia t ion  wit h  DK, AAB
now produced esot er ic ma ter ia l of a  super ior
qu a lit y–so su per ior  t h a t  An n ie  Besa n t 's
r ep r esen t a t ive in  t h e U SA, B. P .Wa dia ,
r ecogn ized it  for  wh a t  it  wa s a n d decided t o
publish  it  in  T h e T h eosoph ist–t h e jou r n a l of
the TS. AAB says: "Shor t ly a ft er  fin ish ing the



Bailey and  T heosophy   J ournal of Esoteric Psychology • Volum e XIII • N o.1 • 1999

4

fir st  few ch a pt er s of In it iation , H u m an  an d
S olar I showed the manuscr ipt  to B. P . Wadia .
He got  very excit ed and told me tha t  he would
publish  anyth ing tha t  "came from tha t  source"
a n d pr in t ed t h e fir s t  few ch a pt er s  in  Th e
Theosoph ist , published in  Adya r , India . Then
t h e  u s u a l  t h e os op h ica l  je a lou s y  a n d
r ea ct ion a r y a t t it u de a ppea r ed a n d n o m or e
was pr in ted." ll

Th e wh ole s it u a t ion  beca m e m or e a n d
m or e u n st a ble, a n d fin a lly it  r esu lt ed in  a
devast a t ing conven t ion  where a  new Genera l
Secr e t a r y of t h e  Am er ica n  s ect ion  wa s
elected–a  man who shor t ly a fter  depr ived Alice
and Foster  Ba iley of t heir  posit ions in  the TS
a n d  t h er eby for ced  t h em  t o fin d  ot h er
a lt er n a t ives  for  t h eir  wor k  t oget h er . Th is
a ppea r s fr om  t h e followin g qu ot a t ion , bu t  a t
the same t ime we see how in t ense her  dislike
of CWL rea lly was: "All th is t ime the situa t ion
a t  Krotona  was get t ing more acu te. Wadia  had
a r r ived a t  Kr ot on a  (a s t h e r epr esen t a t ive of
Mrs. Besan t ) and was st ir r ing up t rouble and
we collabora ted with  h im to the fu ll in  order  to
swin g ba ck  t h e Th eosoph ica l Societ y t o it s
or igina l impu lse of un iver sa l brotherhood. We
colla bor a t ed  beca u se a t  t h is  t im e Wa dia
seem ed sou n d a n d sin cer e a n d t o h a ve t h e
in t er es t  of t h e societ y t r u ly a t  h ea r t . Th e
cleavage in  t he society was st eadily widen ing
and the line of demarca t ion  between  those who
st ood for  t h e dem ocr a t ic poin t  of view a n d
those who stood for  spir itua l au thor ity and the
complete cont rol of the Theosophica l Society by
the Esoter ic Sect ion  was rapidly growing...
  "Ar t icles were given  up to the a t t ack or  the
defense of some individua l. A st rong phase of
psych ism  wa s sweepin g t h r ou gh  t h e societ y
du e t o t h e psych ic pr on ou n cem en t s  of Mr .
Leadbea ter  and h is ext raordina ry con t rol over
Mrs. Besan t . The a ft erma th  of the Leadbea ter
scanda ll2 was st ill causing much ta lk...

"Books were being published a t  Adya r  by
Mr . Lea dbea t er  t h a t  wer e psych ic in  t h eir
im plica t ion s a n d im possible of ver ifica t ion ,
ca r rying a  st rong note of a st r a lism. One of h is
major  works, M an : Whence, How and  Whither,

wa s  a  book  t h a t  pr oved t o m e t h e ba s ic
u n t r u st wor t h in ess of wh a t  h e wr ot e. I t  is  a
book tha t  ou t lines the fu tu re and the work of
t h e H ier a r ch y of t h e fu t u r e, a n d t h e cu r iou s
a n d  a r r es t in g t h in g t o m e wa s  t h a t  t h e
major ity of the people sta ted to hold h igh  office
in  t h e H ier a r ch y a n d in  t h e fu t u r e com in g
civiliza t ion  were a ll Mr . Leadbea ter 's per sona l
fr iends. I  knew some of t hese people–wor thy,
kind, and mediocre, none of t hem in t ellectua l
gia n t s  a n d  m os t  of t h em  com p le t e ly
unimpor tan t ."13

"Th is  wa s  t h e  s it u a t ion  wh ich  wa s
rampan t  when  the famous conven t ion  of 1920
t ook pla ce in  Ch ica go in  t h e su m m er . I  h a d
n ever  been  pr esen t  a t  a n y con ven t ion  in  m y
life a n d  t o sa y t h a t  I  wa s  d is illu s ion ed ,
disgu st ed a n d ou t r a ged is  pu t t in g it  m ildly.
Ga t h er ed t oget h er  wa s a  gr ou p of m en  a n d
women from a ll pa r t s of the United Sta tes who
wer e pr esu m a bly occu pied in  t ea ch in g a n d
spreading brotherhood. The ha t red and rancor ,
t h e per son a lit y a n im u s  a n d  t h e polit ica l
man ipu la t ion  was so ou t rageous and shocking
t h a t  I  m a de a  vow n ever  t o a t t en d a n ot h er
Theosophica l Convent ion  aga in  in  my life."l4

Ch arle s  We bste r Le adbe ate r

From the above it  appears tha t  CWL was a
k ey per son  in  t h e su bject ive con t r over sy
between  the TS and AAB, a  sor t  of scapegoa t
per son ifyin g a ll t h a t  AAB wa s a ga in st  a n d
t r ied to oppose. Therefore it  seems reasonable
t o devot e  som e t im e a n d  spa ce t o t h is
con t roversia l figure. So let  us, a s we did in  the
case of AAB, begin  with  CWL's own descr ipt ion
of how he met  with  theosophy and en tered the
wor k . H is  a u t obiogr a ph ica l sket ch  is  bu t  a
small booklet , bu t  it  will have to suffice for  our
pu r pose: "My fir st  t ou ch  wit h  a n yt h in g t h a t
could defin itely be ca lled Theosophy was in  the
year  504 B.C., when  I had the wonder fu l honor
and pleasu re of visit ing the grea t  ph ilosopher
Pythagoras...

"Among other  islands we15 ca lled a t  Samos,
a n d it  wa s t h er e t h a t  we fou n d t h e gr ea t
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Pythagoras, who was then  a  man  of advanced
age and very near  h is dea th ...

"H is pr in cipa l disciple a t  t h a t  t im e wa s
Klein ea s (n ow t h e Ma st er  Djwa l Kh u l); a n d
Klein ea s  wa s  exceedin gly k in d t o u s , a n d
pa t ien t ly a n swer ed a ll ou r  ea ger  qu est ion s,
expla in ing to us the system of the Pythagorean
ph ilosoph y. We wer e a t  on ce m ost  s t r on gly
a t t r a ct ed t owa rds t he t ea ch ing expounded t o
u s , a n d  wer e a n xiou s  t o join  t h e sch ool.
Klein ea s t old u s t h a t  a  br a n ch  of it  wou ld
presen t ly be opened in  Athens; and mean t ime
he gave us much  in st ruct ion  in  eth ics, in  t he
doct r in e of r ein ca r n a t ion  a n d t h e m yst er y of
numbers. All too soon  our  vessel was ready for
sea  (it  had for tuna tely r equ ired r efit t ing) and
we had regret fu lly to t ake leave of Pythagoras
and Kleineas. To ou r  grea t  and awed deligh t ,
wh en  we ca lled t o bid h im  a dieu , t h e a ged
ph ilosopher  blessed us and sa id with  marked
em ph a sis: "We sh a ll m eet  a ga in ." Wit h in  a
yea r  or  two we hea rd of h is dea th , and so we
oft en  won der ed in  wh a t  sen se h e cou ld h a ve
mean t  t hose words; bu t  when  in  t h is pr esen t
in ca r n a t ion  I  h a d  for  t h e fir s t  t im e t h e
pr ivilege of meet ing the Master  Ku thumi, He
reca lled to my memory tha t  scene of long ago,
a n d sa id: "Did I  n ot  t ell you  t h a t  we sh ou ld
meet  aga in?”l6

Now we leap forward some 2,500 yea r s in
order  to reach  the poin t  in  CWL's development
wh er e h e st a r t s t o qu a lify h im self for  occu lt
wor k . H e is  kn own  t o be on e of t h e m ost
pr om in en t  psych ics of ou r  t im e, a n d t h a t  is
exact ly the problem as seen  from AAB's poin t
of view. N ot  on ly d id  sh e m is t r u s t  h is
cla ir voya n t  r esea r ch  wor k , bu t  sh e a lso
tendered the not ion  tha t  he used h is powers to
ga in  con t r ol over  ot h er  people–a n d n ot a bly
Ann ie Besa n t . Therefor e it  is  impor t a n t  t ha t
we com e t o som e u n der st a n din g of h ow h e
reached h is poin t  of evolu t ion  and how he used
his abilit ies.

"It  will be r emembered tha t  in  a  previous
ch a pt er  I  m en t ion ed  a  let t er  t h a t  I  h a d
addressed to the Master  Kuthumi... I r eceived
a  reply even tua lly–but ... not  un t il the very eve

of Madame Blava tsky's depar ture for  India ...
"He suggested tha t  I migh t  go to Adyar  for

a  few months, to see whether  I could work with
t h e  H ea dqu a r t er s  s t a ff, a n d  a dded  t h e
sign ifican t  r emark: 'He who would shor ten  the
yea r s of proba t ion  ha s t o ma ke sa cr ifices for
Theosophy'...

"I wished to say in  answer  to th is tha t  my
cir cu m st a n ces  wer e su ch  t h a t  it  wou ld be
impossible for  me to come to Adya r  for  t h r ee
months, and then  return  to the work in  which  I
wa s t h en  en ga ged; bu t  t h a t  I  wa s per fect ly
ready to th row up tha t  work a ltogether , and to
devot e m y life a bsolu t ely t o H is ser vice... I
kn ew of n o wa y t o sen d t h is m essa ge t o t h e
Ma st er  bu t  t o t a ke it  t o Ma da m e Bla va t sky,
a n d a s  sh e wa s  t o lea ve E n gla n d on  t h e
followin g da y for  In dia , I  h a s t en ed u p t o
London  to see her . It  was with  difficu lty tha t  I
induced her  to read the let t er , a s she sa id very
decidedly t h a t  su ch  com m u n ica t ion s  wer e
in tended on ly for  the recipien t . I was obliged to
in sist , h owever , a n d a t  la st  sh e r ea d it  a n d
a sked m e wh a t  I  wish ed t o sa y in  r eply. I
a n swer ed t o t h e a bove effect , a n d a sked h er
how th is in forma t ion  cou ld be conveyed to the
Master . She r eplied t ha t  He knew it  a lr eady,
r efer r in g of cou r se t o t h e exceedin gly close
rela t ion  in  wh ich  she stood with  Him, so tha t
wh a t ever  wa s wit h in  h er  con sciou sn ess wa s
a lso with in  His when  He wished it ." 17

An d  n ow t o h is  u n fold in g of psych ic
powers: "It  shou ld be understood tha t  in  those
da ys I  possessed n o cla ir voya n t  fa cu lt y, n or
had I ever  regarded myself as a t  a ll sensit ive...

''On e da y, h owever , wh en  t h e Ma st er
Kuthumi honored me with  a  visit , He asked me
whether  I had ever  a t t empted a  cer ta in  kind of
medit a t ion  connected with  the development  of
the myster ious power  ca lled kunda lin i. I had of
cou r se h ea r d of t h a t  power , bu t  kn ew ver y
lit t le about  it  and a t  any ra te supposed it  to be
a bsolu t ely ou t  of r ea ch  for  West er n  people.
However , He r ecommended me to make a  few
effor t s a long cer t a in  lines, wh ich  He pledged
me not  t o divu lge t o anyone else except  with
His dir ect  au thor iza t ion , and told me tha t  He
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would Himself wa tch  over  t hose effor t s t o see
tha t  no danger  should ensue.
 "Na t u r a lly I  t ook  t h e h in t , a n d wor ked
away steadily, and I th ink I may say in tensely,
a t  tha t  pa r t icu la r  kind of medita t ion  day a ft er
day. I must  admit  tha t  it  was very ha rd work
and somet imes dist inct ly pa in fu l, bu t  of course
I  per sever ed, a n d in  du e cou r se bega n  t o
a ch ieve t h e r esu lt s  t h a t  I  h a d been  led t o
expect ... I worked a t  it  for  for ty-two days, and
seemed to myself to be on  the br ink of the fina l
victory, when  t he Mast er  H imself in t ervened
a n d  per for m ed t h e fin a l a ct  of br ea k in g
t h r ou gh  wh ich  com plet ed t h e pr ocess , a n d
enabled me therea fter  to use ast ra l sigh t  while
s t ill  r e t a in in g fu ll con sciou sn ess  in  t h e
ph ysica l body–wh ich  is  equ iva len t  t o sa yin g
t h a t  t h e a s t r a l con sciou sn ess  a n d m em or y
became con t inuous whether  the physica l body
wa s  a wa k e  or  a s leep . I  wa s  given  t o
u n der st a n d t h a t  m y own  effor t  wou ld h a ve
en a bled m e t o br ea k  t h r ou gh  in  t wen t y-fou r
h ou r s lon ger , bu t  t h a t  t h e Ma st er  in t er fer ed
because He wished to employ me a t  once in  a
cer ta in  piece of work.

"It  m u st  n ot  for  a  m om en t  be su pposed,
however , tha t  the a t t a inment  of th is pa r t icu la r
power  was t he end of t he occu lt  t r a in ing. On
the cont ra ry, it  proved to be on ly the beginn ing
of a  yea r  of the ha rdest  work tha t  I have ever
known ... Severa l Master s were so gracious a s
to visit  me dur ing tha t  per iod and to offer  me
va r iou s h in t s; bu t  it  wa s t h e Ma st er  Djwal
Kh u l wh o ga ve  m os t  of t h e  n eces s a r y
in st ruct ion . It  may be t ha t  He was moved t o
t h is  a ct  of k in dn ess  beca u se of m y close
a ssocia t ion  wit h  H im  in  m y la st  life, wh en  I
studied under  Him in  the Pythagorean  school
which  He established in  Athens, and even  had
t h e h on or  of m a n a gin g it  a ft er  H is dea t h . I
know not  how to thank Him for  the enormous
amoun t  of ca re and t rouble wh ich  He took in
m y psych ic edu ca t ion ." 1 8  Bu t  CWL is  a lso
k n own  for  a n ot h er  t h in g. Th r ou gh ou t  t h e
la t t er  pa r t  of h is  life h e wa s  con s t a n t ly
s la n der ed a n d in volved in  pu blic sca n da ls
concern ing h is sex life. Here the most  r eliable

s ou r ce  of i n for m a t ion  i s  t h e  on ly
com pr eh en s ive biogr a ph y t h a t  h a s  been
wr it t en  a bou t  h im , for  t h e wr it er  wa s given
free access to the r esea rch  libra ry in  the ma in
cen t r e of The Theosoph ica l Society in  Adya r ,
Ma dr a s, In dia . Bu t  wh en  t h e biogr a ph y wa s
p u blis h ed  i t  wa s  n ot  ver y p op u la r  in
t h eosoph ica l cir cles  beca u se t h e  a u t h or ,
Gregory Tillet t , not  being a  t heosoph ist , wa s
con sider ed t o be cr it ica l of, if n ot  h ost ile t o,
t heosophy in  genera l and CWL in  pa r t icu la r .
The biography st a t es very clea r ly wha t  CWL
was accused of: "F ir st : the a llega t ions. In it ia lly
h e wa s a ccu sed of t ea ch in g m a st u r ba t ion  t o
a dolescen t  boys , t h ou gh  t h is  wa s  qu ick ly
extended to include t each ing mastu rba t ion  to
prepubescen t  boys, and to giving some form of
‘indica t ive act ion ', though  the precise mean ing
of t h a t  in  eu ph em is t ic ph r a se wa s  n ever
expla in ed . In  la t er  yea r s  h e wa s  fu r t h er
accused of commit t ing sodomy with  h is pupils,
and of engaging in  mutua l mastu rba t ion  with
them. Some of the a llega t ions he admit t ed. In
the 1906 t r ia l he admit t ed tha t  he had t augh t
a s opposed t o con don in g, m a st u r ba t ion . H e
a lso a dm it t ed t h a t  t h is m igh t  h a ve occu r r ed
with  prepubescen t  boys, and boys who had not
sought  h is advice on  sexua l mat ters." 19

Bu t  a t  t h e sa m e t im e h e expla in ed in
considerable deta il h is mot ives and the occu lt
ba ck gr ou n d  a s  t o h is  beh a vior : "On  27
F ebr u a r y Lea dbea t er  wr ot e  a  lon g a n d
ext remely in t erest ing let t er  t o Alex Fu ller ton .
In  it  h e expla in ed t h e pr in ciples beh in d h is
a ppr oa ch : ‘Th e bu sin ess  of discover in g a n d
t r a in in g specia lly h opefu l you n ger  m em ber s
and prepar ing them for  Theosophica l work has
been  pu t  in to my charge. Possibly the fact  tha t
I  h a ve been  a ssocia t ed wit h  t h e t r a in in g of
young men  and boys a ll my life (or igina lly, of
cou r se, on  Ch r ist ia n  lin es) is  on e r ea son  for
th is, because of the exper ience it  has given  me.
As a  resu lt  of tha t  exper ience, I know tha t  the
whole quest ion  of sex feelings is t he pr incipa l
difficu lt y in  t h e pa t h  of boys a n d gir ls , a n d
very much  harm is done by the preva len t  habit
of ignor ing the subject  and fea r ing to speak of
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it  t o young people. The fir st  in format ion  abou t
it  sh ou ld com e fr om  pa r en t s or  fr ien ds, n ot
from servan t s or  bad compan ions. Therefore I
a lways speak of it  qu it e fr ankly and na tu ra lly
to those I am t rying to help, when  they become
su fficien t ly fa m ilia r  wit h  m e t o m a k e it
possible. Th e m et h ods of dea lin g wit h  t h e
difficu lty a re two. A cer t a in  type of boy can  be
car r ied th rough h is youth  absolu tely virgin  and
can  pass th rough  the stages of puber ty without
bein g r ea lly t r ou bled  a t  a ll by sen su a l
emot ions; bu t  such  boys a re few. The ma jor ity
pa ss t h r ou gh  a  st a ge wh en  t h eir  m in ds a r e
filled wit h  su ch  m a t t er s, a n d t h ey su r r ou n d
t h em s elves  wit h  h u ge  m a s s es  of m os t
undesir a ble t hough t -forms wh ich  perpetua lly
react  upon  them and keep them in  a  condit ion
of emot iona l ferment . These thought -forms a re
t h e veh icles  of a ppa llin g m isch ief s in ce
t h r ou gh  t h em  disem bodied en t it ies  ca n  a n d
con s t a n t ly do a ct  u pon  t h e  ch ild . Th e
con ven t ion a l idea  t h a t  su ch  t h ou gh t s do n ot
m a t t er  so lon g a s t h ey do n ot  issu e in  over t
a ct s  is  n ot  on ly u n t r u e; it  is  a bsolu t ely t h e
r ever se of t h e t r u t h . I  h a ve seen  lit er a lly
h u n dr eds of ca ses of t h is h or r ible con dit ion ,
and have t r aced the effect s tha t  it  produces in
a ft er  life. In  t h is cou n t r y of In dia  t h e much
abused custom of ea r ly mar r iage preven t s a ll
difficu lt y on  t h is scor e. Now a ll t h is m a y be
avoided by per iodica lly releasing tha t  pressure,
a n d exper ien ce h a s  sh own  t h a t  if t h e boy
m a s t u r ba t es  a t  s t a t ed  in t er va ls  h e  ca n
com pa r a t ively ea s ily r id  h is  m in d of su ch
thoughts in  the in ter im and in  tha t  way escape
a ll the more ser ious consequences. I know tha t
th is is not  the convent iona l view, bu t  it  is qu ite
t rue for  a ll tha t , and there is no compar ison  in
t h e h a r m  don e in  t h e t wo ca ses even  a t  t h e
t ime qu it e apa r t  from the fact  t ha t  t he la t t er
plan  avoids t he danger  of en t anglemen t  with
women or  bad boys la ter  on '.” 20

Alt h ou gh  t h is  cou n selin g is  n ot  m u ch
d i ffe r e n t  fr om  t h a t  of t h ou s a n d s  of
psych ologis t s  t oda y it  r a ised  a  s t or m  of
in dign a t ion  t h a t  n ever  r ea lly st opped. La t er
the a llega t ions esca la t ed, a s we have seen  in

t h e qu ot a t ion  a bove, a n d t h e wh ole t h in g
resu lted in  h is r esigna t ion  from the TS. It  a lso
a ffect ed h is  per son a l fr ien dsh ip wit h  An n ie
Besan t . F ir st  she t r ied to defend h im, bu t  la ter
she st a r t ed to dissocia t e her self from h im and
sh e even  wen t  so fa r  a s  t o su spect  h im  of
psych ica lly "sedu cin g" h er . E ven t u a lly sh e
forgave h im and even  reinsta ted h im when  she
took over  the office of Genera l Secret a ry a ft er
Olcot t . Let  us see what  the biography says: "By
27 September  Mrs. Besant 's a t t itude was aga in
ch a n gin g, a n d sh e wr ot e a  m u ch  fr ien dlier
let t er  t o Lea dbea t er . Sh e wa s, h owever , st ill
con cer n ed t h a t  sh e m a y h a ve been  u n der  a
‘gla m ou r ', t h a t  is  a n  a r t ificia l a n d illu sor y
im a ge ,  t h r ou gh ou t  h e r  w or k in g w i t h
Lea dbea t er . Th is  cou ld  exp la in  wh y sh e
t h ou gh t  sh e h a d don e gr ea t  t h in gs  in  t h e
spir itua l wor lds with  a  man  who was ‘ea r th ly,
sensua l, devilish ’. Lea dbea t er 's next  let t er  t o
h er , on  17 Oct ober , r ea ssu r ed h er  on  t h is ,
implying tha t  t h is sor t  of doubt  was likely t o
have been  fostered by the Black Powers."21

Th is  qu est ion  of wh et h er  or  n ot  An n ie
Besan t  was under  a  glamour  is answered from
another  source. It  is a  biography of Henry Steel
Olcot t , t he presiden t  and cofounder  of the TS,
a n d t h e qu ot a t ion  r efer s  t o t h e con dit ion s
a round h is dea thbed. Na tura lly th is may seem
t o be a  du biou s t est im on y t o t h e skept ica l
r eader , bu t  I t h ink we shou ld r emember  here
tha t  we a re dea ling with  a  t ime when  some of
t h e m a st er s  sh owed t h em selves  r egu la r ly,
e i t h e r  in  t h e ir  p h ys ica l  bod ies  or  in
mater ia lized ast ra l bodies, in  order  to ca r ry ou t
their  business in  connect ion  with  the TS, and
probably a lso to make a  convincing impression
on  those who saw them–much  the same effect
which  we see Sa i Baba  have today. Every t ime
it  happened the people involved would make a
signed sta tement  as to the rea lity of the even t ,
a n d t h e a r ch ives of Adya r  a r e fu ll of su ch
sta t ement s. So for  a  theosoph ist  it  is easier  to
believe tha t  these th ings rea lly happened than
to expla in  a  conspir a cy t o fr a ud involving so
many differen t  people. The book says: "On  the
even in g of J a n u a r y 11 t h e t wo Ma st er s pa id
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another  ast ra l visit  to the bedroom of the dying
Presiden t . Th is t ime it  was to give gu idance on
another  vita l quest ion . Mar ie Russak and Miss
Ren da  wer e a ga in  pr esen t , a n d a ga in  t h e
h on or a r y secr et a r y m a de a  r epor t  for  t h e
records.

'We th ree,' she wr ites, 'had been  discussing
the quest ion  of whether  or  not  Mrs. Besant  and
Mr. Leadbea ter  had been  under  a  glamor  when
they had been  studying together ...' 'Sudden ly
we saw a  ligh t  a t  t he foot  of Colonel Olcot t 's
bed, wh ich  gradua lly t ook shape in to a  form,
but  very indist inct ly.'

Colon el Olcot t  a sk ed : 'Wh o is  t h er e?'
Answer : ‘Cashmere.'
H .S.O.: Oh! Tha t  is the name I a lways gave
K.H.'
An swer : 'Yes , I  a m  h er e–wa it  a  few
moments, the elements a re t roublesome.'
Aft er  a  few momen t s both  Ma st er  Morya

and K.H. appea red most  dist inct ly, and spoke
clear ly in  na tura l voices. The Colonel asked the
Master s if Ann ie Besan t  had been  deluded, a s
she fea red, abou t  her  occu lt  work with  C.W.L.
The r eply was most  empha t ic; t here had been
n o delu s ion  wh a t ever , bot h  sh e a n d  Mr .
Leadbea ter  had worked together  on  the h igher
planes under  t he Master s ' in st ruct ions. Wha t
then  about  Leadbea ter 's t each ings on  sex? The
Master s made it  pla in  tha t  they did not  agree
with  such  teach ings. But  they poin ted ou t  tha t
if t h ey wer e t o wa it  for  per fect  h u m a n
in st r u m en t s  befor e givin g ou t  som e of t h e
esoter ic knowledge, no such  knowledge wou ld
ever  be given  out .

H .S.O.: 'H a s h e (C.W.L.) been  wr on ged?’
Ma st er  M.: ‘Yes, bu t  on ly in  so fa r  a s  t h e
mat ter  was made genera lly public.'

H .S.O.: “I am so sor ry, Master . What  can  I
do about  it ?’

 Master  M.: ‘Write and tell h im tha t  you
regret  t he sor row tha t  has been  brough t  upon
him by the mat ter  being made public...'

The Mast er s t hen  wen t  on  to say tha t  an
a r t icle must  be published for  member s of t he
Societ y, exp la in in g fu lly t h a t , a s  it  wa s
im possible for  t h e Ma h a t m a s t o fin d per fect

in st r u m en t s t o do t h eir  wor k , t h ey t ook  t h e
best  ava ilable ones whose ka rma  permit t ed it .
Also it  m u st  be m a de qu it e clea r  t h a t  t h e
Master s were st ill beh ind and suppor t ing the
Societ y–a n d t h a t  t h ey h a d wor ked t h r ou gh
bot h  Mr s . Besa n t  a n d  Mr . Lea dbea t er ,
precisely as these two had believed.

Mar ie Russak ven tu red to t ell the Master s
t h a t  sh e fe lt  Mr . Lea dbea t er  wou ld  do
anyth ing, make any sacr ifice, for  t he Society,
and a sked if someth ing cou ld be done to help
reinsta te h im.

The Master  M. r eplied: 'He will be pu t  t o
the t est ;’ t hen  added in  a  kindly tone 'He has
been  a  ligh t  in  the Society'." 22

Ma n y in vest iga t ion s  of CWL's beh a vior
were conducted, and we will quote ou r  sou rce
for  one of the more ser ious ones: "Following the
press a llega t ions, the police under took another
invest iga t ion  of Leadbea ter  and h is act ivit ies.
Th e r esu lt s  of t h eir  in vest iga t ion  h a ve n ot
previously been  published, except  in  t erms of
gen er a l con clu s ion s , a n d t h e docu m en t a r y
evidence collected by them seems to have been
unknown  to other s wr it ing abou t  Leadbea t er
or  the per iod. However , in  the Arch ives of New
Sou t h  Wa les  t h er e exis t s  a  file con t a in in g
complete documenta t ion  of the police enqu iry,
a n d it  m a kes ver y in t er est in g r ea din g. The
in t er es t  of t h e police in  Lea dbea t er  wa s
or igina lly a roused in  1917 by J oseph  Fusel, bu t
their  invest iga t ions then  found no evidence to
susta in  cha rges. F rom May to J une 1922 they
u n der t ook  a  ver y t h or ou gh  in ves t iga t ion .
Sta tements were taken  from the Mar tens, Mrs.
Koller s t r om , n in e of Lea dbea t er 's  pu pils , a
dom est ic ser va n t  of t h e Ma r t en 's, a s well a s
J ina ra jadasa , Kr ishna  and Nitya . As in  1917
Lea dbea t er  wa s  sa id  t o be t oo ill t o be
exa m in ed by t h e police. Th e bu lk  of t h e
evidence was inconclusive and unconvincing. It
r evea led a  man  with  dist inct ly eccen t r ic views
on  sex, bu t  on e t o wh om  h is pu pils  wer e so
dedica t ed t h a t  t h ey wer e pr epa r ed t o sa y
noth ing det r imenta l."23

"F rom the evidence of t he police enqu iry-
Lea dbea t er 's  pu pils  fer ven t ly den yin g a n y
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sexu a l ir r egu la r it y–on e m u st  a ssu m e eit h er
tha t  t hey a ll, or  a t  lea st  some, were lying or
t h a t  a l l  t h e  evid en ce  a ccu m u la t ed  by
Leadbea ter 's enemies was a  fabr ic of lies. The
on ly boy t o give even  a  h in t  of som et h in g
suspicious was one who had been  flown  from
Chinch illa  in  Queensland a t  the expense of the
Loya lt y Lea gu e t o give eviden ce. H e sa id h e
h a d left  t h e LCC beca u se h e h a d a  feelin g
'someth ing was wrong' and 'undue familia r ity'
occu r red between  Leadbea ter  and some of h is
pupils. As fa r  a s t he ca se aga inst  Leadbea ter
wa s con cer n ed, it  wa s a  wa st e of t h e m on ey
spent  on  h is t raveling expenses."24

So it  seems tha t  CWL may have been  wrongly
persecu ted. Bu t  wha tever  the t ru th  is there is
no doubt  abou t  h is close r ela t ionsh ip with  h is
own master , KH, and the Tibetan  master  DK.
F r om  t h e t im e h e u n folded h is  cla ir voya n t
facu lt ies, and the rest  of h is life he was closely
a ffilia t ed  wit h  DK's  a sh r a m  (a s  we sh a ll
presen t ly see), and could a lways ask the advice
of DK in  r ega r d t o h is occu lt  r esea r ch  wor k .
Th is is why many of h is books a re considered
esoter ic classics–they a re st ill the best  in  their
fields a lthough  they can  of course not  compare
t o DK's t ea ch in g. Th is is  con fir m ed by st ill
another  sou rce: "One possible or igin  for  some
of the ma ter ia l in  (Leadbea ter 's)  T he Masters
and  the Path , and for  ma ter iel on  t he Occu lt
H ier a r ch y a n d In it ia t ion s  lies  in  a  wh olly
unexpected source. Although  she was regarded
as 'misguided' because she had both  left  the TS
and cla imed to be in spir ed by a  Master , Alice
B a i le y  h e ld  a  fa s cin a t ion  for  s om e
Th eosoph is t s  fr om  t h e t im e sh e bega n  h er
in depen den t  ca r eer  ou t s ide t h e Societ y in
1920-1. Leadbea ter  owned, r ead and r ega rded
highly her  ea r lier  works, and a lthough  she was
cr it icized  officia lly wit h in  t h e Societ y for
'fa lsely’ cla iming to be in  communica t ion  with
D.K. a nd other s, Lea dbea t er  did not  cr it icize
her . The ma ter ia l in  her  fir st  ‘in spir ed' book,
In i t ia t ion , H u m an . an d  S olar,  bea r s  a n
in t erest ing simila r it y t o some of Leadbea ter 's
wor k , in  con t en t  t h ou gh  n ot  in  s t yle. On e
won der s  wh ich  ca m e fir s t . "In  fa ct , t h e

quest ion  is appa ren t ly foreseen  and replied to
in  the fifth  volume of Alice Ba iley's A T reatise
on . th e S even  R ays,  T h e R ays an d  T h e
In itiations,25 where it  is wr it t en :26 ‘If these new
phases of the t each ing have been  la ter  given  to
the public by other  occu lt  groups, it  will have
been  beca u se t h e in for m a t ion  wa s ga in ed by
t h ose wh o h a ve r ea d t h e books pu t  ou t  by
A.A.B. for  m e or  wh o a r e  d ir ect ly a n d
con sciou sly in  t ou ch  wit h  m y Ash r a m . An
in s t a n ce  of t h is  is  t h a t  book  by C.W.
Leadbea ter  on  T he Masters and  the Path  which
was published la t er  t han  my book, In it iat ion ,
H u m an  an d  S olar . If t he da t es of any given
teach ing a re compared with  tha t  given  by me,
it  will appear  to be of a  la ter  da te than  mine. I
sa y t h is  wit h  n o poss ible in t er es t  in  a n y
con t r over sy a m on g occu lt  gr ou ps  or  t h e
in terested public, bu t  a s a  simple st a tement  of
fact  and as protect ion  to th is par t icu la r  work of
the Hiera rchy'."27

Bu t  t h e "u lt im a t e" s t a t em en t  a s  t o t h e
in t egr it y of CWL com es fr om  t h e Tibet a n
m a st er  h im self, a n d I  h a ve oft en  won der ed
how AAB cou ld main ta in  her  st rong an imosity
t owa r d s  Lea d bea t er  a ft e r  r ece ivin g t h e
following sta tement  from DK: "Many advanced
occu lt is t s  h a ve m ist a ken  t h e r a is in g of t h e
sa cr a l fir e or  of t h e sola r  plexu s for ce t o a
posit ion  above the diaphragm for  the gift ing of
t h e ku n da lin i' a n d h a ve t h er efor e r ega r ded
t h em selves  or  ot h er s  a s  in it ia t es . Th eir
sincer ity has been  very rea l and their  mistake
a n  ea sy on e t o m a k e. C. W. Lea dbea t er
fr equ en t ly m a de t h is  m is t a k e, yet  of h is
sincer ity and of h is poin t  of. a t t a inmen t  there
is no quest ion ."28

Con clu s ion

It  ha s been  t he pu rpose of t h is a r t icle t o
t h r ow n ew l igh t  on  wh a t  I  ca l l  t h e
"in t e r m e d ia t e " t h e os op h y– t h a t  i s  t h e
t h eosoph y "bet ween " H P B a n d  AAB–a n d
pa r t icu la r ly on  on e of it s  spokesm en , for  it
seem s t o m e t h a t  m a n y m oder n  r ea der s  of
AAB's wor ks h a ve a dopt ed h er  a t t it u de (or
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da r e we sa y p r eju d ice:') t owa r ds  C. W.
Lea dbea t er  wit h ou t  qu est ion in g it , a n d t h a t
seems t o be a  con t r ibu tory ca use of t h e very
u n for t u n a t e br ea ch  bet ween  t h e t wo m a jor
aspect s of t he esoter ic t each ing today–aspect s
wh ich  shou ld r ea lly const it u t e one in t egra t ed
wh ole. Asked a bou t  t h eosoph y m a n y Ba iley
st u den t s  a n swer : H . P . Bla va t sky a n d Th e
Secr et  Doct r in e–a n d n ot h in g m or e. So we
rea lly have two ca t egor ies of esoter ic r eader s:
those who read theosophy bu t  wouldn 't  dream
of r eading AAB, and those who read AAB bu t
r efu se t o a ck n owledge t h e va lu e of t h e
in termedia te theosophy.

Bu t  id ea l ly we  s h ou ld  be  a b le  t o
discr im in a t e bet ween  t h e t ea ch in g it self a n d
t h e people wh o h a ve been  ch a n n els for  t h a t
teach ing. There is no quest ion  in  my mind tha t
the t each ing is a  con t inuous r evela t ion  where
each  st ep forward r est s on  the previous st eps.
Th is means tha t  t heosophy is t he basis of t he
Ba iley t each ing–whether  we like it  or  not–and
t h a t  i t  i s  n e ce s s a r y  t o h a ve  s om e
comprehension  of ba sic t heosoph ica l idea t ion
in  order  to fu lly comprehend the “blue books.”
Ma n y fu n da m en t a l con cep t s  a r e  n eit h er
defined nor  expla ined by the Tibet an  because
knowledge of t hem is t aken  for  gr an t ed. And
here it  is impor tan t  to rea lize tha t  today, more
than  a  hundred years a fter  it s publica t ion , T he
S ecret  Doctrin e does  n ot  offer  sa t is fa ct or y
explana t ions to most  of the basic concepts, and
it  is  t h er efor e  n ot  a n  ea s ily a cces s ible
in t r od u ct ion  t o t h e  m or e  a d va n ce d
presen ta t ion–the new theosophy–in  the books
by Alice A. Ba iley. AAB her self st r esses t h is
poin t : "In  many ways today H.P .B.'s book The
Secret  Doct r ine is ou t  of da te and it s approach
to the Ageless Wisdom has lit t le or  no appea l
to the modern  genera t ion . Bu t  those of us who
r ea lly s t u d ied  i t  a n d  a r r ived  a t  s om e
underst anding of it s inner  sign ificance have a
ba sic a pprecia t ion  of t he t r u th  t ha t  no other
book seems to supply."29

It  is t he t heosoph ica l worker s succeeding
H P B wh o, ba sin g t h eir  idea s on  Th e Secr et
Doct r ine, extended the t each ing th rough  their

own  occu lt  r esea r ch  a n d  pr esen t ed  t h eir
fin din gs a n d con clu sion s in  a  la n gu a ge fa r
bet t er  su it ed t o t h e m oder n  scien t ific a n d
technologica l minds of our  t ime. It  is the work,
n ot  on ly of An n ie Besa n t , C. W. Leadbea ter
a n d  Geoffr ey H odson , bu t  a lso pr om in en t
wr it er s like Bhagavan  Das, I. K. Ta imni, J . J .
van  der  Leeuw or  Lau rence & Phoebe Bendit
wh ich , p ieced  t oge t h er , for m  t h e  bes t
ba ckgr ou n d a s a n  in t r odu ct ion  t o t h e Ba iley
work. Bu t  a t  t he same t ime we shou ld a lso be
aware tha t  these wr it er s do not  have the same
spir it u a l dept h  a s  H P B a n d AAB a n d t h a t
their  concept s t herefore t end to be somewha t
"clear -cu t"--too mater ia lized to use the words of
DK. H er e t oo AAB pa r t ly a gr ees : "Th e
indebt edness of t he wor ld t o Mrs. Besan t  for
t h e wor k  t h a t  sh e did in  m a kin g t h e ba sic
t en et s  of t h e T.S. t ea ch in g a va ila ble t o t h e
masses of men  in  every coun t ry, is someth ing
tha t  can  never  be r epa id. There is absolu t ely
n o r ea son  wh y we sh ou ld  over look  t h e
stupendous, magn ificen t  work she did for  t he
Masters and for  humanity."30

So if the studen t  wan t s firm ground under
h is  esot er ic feet  h e n eeds  t o s t u dy t h e
in termedia te theosophy, because here concepts
like a  ch a kr a , a n  a u r a , a  pla n e, a  r ou n d, a
ch a in , a  r a ce or  a  m a n u  a r e defin ed a n d
expla ined in  a  way tha t  is qu it e indispensable
for  those who seek to est ablish  a  clea r  pictu re
of the overa ll t each ing. Th is may not  seem so
im por t a n t  t o people wh o pr im a r ily see t h e
t each ing a s a  means to service. Bu t  we know
tha t  t he life of t he disciple is a lso medit a t ion
and study and tha t  these th ree disciplines a re
r ea lly in t er lin ked a n d in dispen sa ble t o ea ch
ot h er . In  ot h er  wor ds, t h e t ea ch in g is a lso a
science, and the deeper  our  comprehension  of it
is, the bet ter  our  service becomes.

Natura lly th is does not  mean  tha t  we need
n ot  s t u dy Th e Secr et  Doct r in e. On  t h e
con t r a ry, for  in  ma ny wa ys t h is work  is st ill
one of t he most  profound and spir it ua l books
ever  wr it t en . It  simply means tha t  fir st  th ings
come fir st , and tha t  it  is ou r  r esponsibilit y a s
ambassadors of the t each ing to make th is clea r
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t o ou r  fellow studen t s. To ignore theosoph ica l
wr iter s like Annie Besan t , C. W. Leadbea ter  or
Geoffr ey Hodson  who worked "between" HPB
a n d AAB wou ld  cor r espon d t o ign or in g a
Tor k om  Sa r a yda r ia n , a  Dou gla s  Ba k er , a
Mich a el Robbin s , or  a  Gor don  Da vidson
between  AAB and the disciple who is going to
con t inue t he work of DK in  t he beginn ing of
the next  cen tury.

Ann ie Besan t  and C. W. Leadbea ter  were
in it ia t ed  d iscip les  wh o wor k ed  in  close
collabora t ion  with  the master s a t  a  t ime when
som e of t h ese ch ose t o be ea sier  t o con t a ct
physica lly t han  t hey a r e t oday. And Geoffr ey
Hodson , being an  in it ia t e of t he t h ird degree
and having many of h is works dict a t ed by the
m a st er  P olidor u s  Isu r en u s,3 1  t a k es  u p  a
posit ion  in  con n ect ion  wit h  t h e r evela t ion  of
t h e t ea ch in g cor r espon din g t o t h a t  of AAB.
Mor eover  h e wa s  dir ect ly in s t r u m en t a l in
br in gin g a bou t  a  closer  r ela t ion sh ip bet ween
the human  and angelic kingdoms in  line with
wh a t  t h e  Tibe t a n  h a s  s a id  a bou t  t h e
pa r t icipa t ion  of t he deva s in  t he pr epa ra t ion
for  t h e ext er n a liza t ion  of t h e H ier a r ch y a n d
the reappearance of the Chr ist .

Lite ratu re

For  those who want  to explore the pract ica l
consequences of t h is a r t icle I append a  list  of
t h e t h eosoph ica l wor ks I  con sider  t o be t h e
most  impor tan t  a s a  prepa ra t ion  for  the study
of the Tibetan 's work th rough  Alice A. Ba iley.
Th e list  does n ot  in clu de t h e wor ks of H . P .
Bla va t sky a n d Th e Ma h a t m a  Let t er s, wh ich
m a y be r ega r ded a s t h e pr im a r y sou r ces of
t each ing in  the fir st  phase of the theosoph ica l
movement .

Bu t  t h e lis t  does in clu de M a n : Whence,
How and  Whither despite the "review" given  by
Al i ce  A.  B a i l e y  i n  h e r  Unfin ished
Autobiography. Na tu ra lly, some of wha t  AAB
sa ys is  qu it e t r u e, bu t  t h er e a r e m it iga t in g
cir cu m st a n ces . F ir s t ly: Th e book  is  r ea lly
wr it t en  by Annie Besan t  and C. W. Leadbea ter
together , which  means tha t  the occu lt  research

in volved is ch ecked by bot h . Secon dly: E xa ct
r ea din g of t h e a ka sh ic r ecor ds is  sa id t o be
e xce e d in g ly  d i ffi cu l t  a s  r e ga r d s  t h e
iden t ifica t ion  of sou ls and t ime per iods–there
a r e n o n a m et a gs or  sign post s . Bot h  wr it er s
knew tha t  and therefore they did not  cla im the
informat ion  to be en t irely cor rect . Th irdly: The
book dea ls pr imar ily with  the past–and not  the
fu ture as AAB suggest s. It  means tha t  there is
a  wea lt h  of ima ges of a ctua l scener ies wh ich
a r e  p r oba bly descr ibed  in  a  r ea son a ble
m a n n er , a n d t h er efor e t h e book gives u s a n
a tmosphere of pa st  t ime cycles t ha t  no other
book (t o my knowledge) conveys. The sect ion
about  the fu ture is a lso fascina t ing a lthough, of
cour se, more uncer t a in . Bu t  t he Tibet an  does
actua lly subst an t ia t e t he in forma t ion  abou t  a
fu t u r e "colon y," so m a ybe Leadbea t er  wasn 't
a ll t h a t  wr on g: "Ot h er  gr ou ps  will wor k
en t ir ely in  wha t  migh t  be t ermed prepa ra tory
wor k  for  t h e fu t u r e colon y."32 "Disciples a n d
advanced egos r eceive inst ruct ion  a t  t h is t ime
for  two pu rposes: (1) To t est  ou t  t heir  fit ness
for  specia l work in  the fu tu re, the type of tha t
wor k  bein g kn own  on ly t o t h e gu ides of t h e
r a ce. Th ey t es t  for  a pt it u de in  com m u n it y
living, with  a  view to dra ft ing the su itable ones
in to the colony of the sixth  sub-race..."33
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