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An  In trodu ction  to  Alice  Baile y 's
Esote ric  Astro logy

By Gayle Garrison

F ir st  pu blish ed in  1951, E sot er ic Ast r ology
differ s grea t ly from the systems of a st rologica l
a n a lys is  m os t  fa m ilia r  t o s t u den t s  a n d
pr ofess ion a ls  of a s t r ology in  t h e la t e 20t h
cen tury. Although  Ba iley's 700 page t rea tment
does speak the language of the t ropica l zodiac,
it  t a kes off fr om  t h a t  poin t  t o in clu de n on -
eclipt ic for ces a s cen t er s of em a n a t in g for ce
inext r icably bound up with  the evolu t ion  of not
ju s t  in dividu a l per son s , bu t  t h e wh ole of
humanity, the Life in forming planet  Ear th  and
the en t ire sola r  system as well.

In  or der  t o u n der s t a n d t h e con t ext  in
which  Bailey discusses such  concepts, a  cer ta in
amount  of h istor ica l background is in  order .

Alice Ba iley, a  su n  sign  Gem in i, wa s a n
E n glish  wom a n  wh o by t h e t u r n s of dest in y
became involved with  the Theosophica l Society
in  Ca lifor n ia  in  t h e ea r ly pa r t  of t h e 20t h
cen tu ry. Reader s may know or  r eca ll t ha t  t he
Theosoph ica l Society r esu lt ed from the effor t s
of Helena  Blava t sky, who wrote Isis Unveiled,
Th e Secr et  Doct r in e, a n d ot h er  wor ks in  t h e
field of esoter icism la te in  the 19th  cen tury.

The Theosophica l Society, Blava tsky, and a
group of studen t s and wr it er s who sur rounded
her , u lt ima tely funct ioned a s the avenue for  a
whole body of lit er a tu re wh ich  fa r  broadened
the scope of esoter icism such  as it  was a t  tha t
t ime.

Th e Th eosoph ist s u n der t ook  t o sh ow t h e
rela t ionsh ip between  a ll r eligious and myst ica l
sym bolism  a n d  t o poin t  ou t  t h e com m on
t h em es t h ey con t a in ed: a  h er it a ge of h u m a n
and cosmic evolu t ion  va st ly t r anscending the
a ccep t ed  a n t h r opologica l, h is t or ica l, a n d
s cien t i fic p a r a d igm s  of t h e  d a y.  Th e
cornerstone of the Theosoph ica l t each ings was
t h e pr esen ce on  E a r t h , t h ou gh  u n seen , of a
group of h igh ly en ligh t ened and wise gu ides.
Th ese gu ides, on ce m em ber s of t h e h u m a n

k in gdom , h a d  r a ised  t h em selves  t h r ou gh
spir it u a l disciplin e a n d ser vice, t o levels  of
insigh t  enabling them to see th rough  t ime to a
gr ea t ly exp a n d ed  u n d er s t a n d in g of t h e
evolu t iona ry process. These gu ides came to be
spok en  of a s  P la n et a r y H ier a r ch y or  Th e
Ma st er s . I t  wa s  t h e H ier a r ch y, or  r a t h er
specific m em ber s  of it , wh o wer e t h e t r u e
sou r ce of t h e in for m a t ion  con t a in ed in  T he
S ecret Doctrine.

Blava t sky open ly expla ined the t elepa th ic
pr ocess wh er eby sh e wa s a ble t o obt a in  t h e
in for m a t ion  for  h er  book s . Th e ca se for
a u t h en t icit y wa s  gr ea t , s in ce t h e ph ysica l
loca t ion s fr om  wh ich  sh e wr ot e wer e in deed
documented, and a t  those places she cou ld not
h a ve h a d  a ccess  t o t h e n ecessa r y libr a r y
r esou r ces  qu ot ed  t h r ou gh ou t  Th e Secr et
Doct r ine. She cla imed tha t  dicta t ion  was given
t o h er  t elepa t h ica lly fr om  cer t a in  of t h e
Ma st er s , wh ose pu r pose it  wa s t o r evea l t o
h u m a n i t y  i t s  g r e a t e r  h e r i t a ge  a n d
responsibilit ies.

I t  wa s  t h is  t r a dit ion  in t o wh ich  Alice
Ba iley s t epped a s  a  s t u den t  of wh a t  wa s
coming to be ca lled The Ageless Wisdom.  In
her  Unfin ished Autobiography, wr it t en  toward
the end of her  life, Ba iley recounts the story of
h ow sh e, t oo, en t er ed in t o t elepa t h ic con t a ct
with  one of t he Master s. It  is in t er est ing and
per h a ps  essen t ia l t o n ot e t h a t  Ba iley wa s
in it ia lly qu it e aver se to such  communica t ions,
having found the phenomena  of the spir itua list
s cen e , wit h  i t s  m ed iu m s  in  ectoplasmic
s p len d or ,  a l t oge t h e r  cou n t e r p r od u ct ive .
H ow e v e r ,  t h e  M a s t e r  w h o s ou g h t
communica t ion  with  Ba iley was able t o a llay
her  fea r s abou t  such  pa r lor  dr amas. In st ead,
she was assured, the object  of the link was the
wr it in g of fu r t h er  esot er ic m a t er ia l. Alice
Ba i le y  t h e n  e n t e r e d  in t o a  w or k in g
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rela t ionsh ip with  one of the Master s known as
Djwha l Khu l (D.K.), or  t he Tibet an  (a ft er  t he
loca t ion  of h is  r et r ea t ). Over  a  per iod  of
r ou gh ly 30 yea r s , t h is  pa r t n er sh ip yielded
m or e t h a n  20 book s , of wh ich  E sot er ic
Ast rology is one.  The other s dea l with  a  wide
r a n ge of t opics  a ll r ela t ed t o pr in ciples  of
conscious evolu t ion  and the methods whereby
in dividu a ls a n d gr ou ps m a y lea r n  t o h a ve a
posit ive impact  on  planeta ry life.

Cen t r a l t o t h e in for m a t ion  given  by t h e
Tibetan  th rough  Ba iley is t he exist ence of the
sou l a n d t h e fa ct  of it s  r ein ca r n a t ion .  No
concept  cou ld be more basic. In  fact , D.K. goes
on  t o ela bor a t e u pon  t h e sou l or  in t er ior
evolving consciousness of a ll forms, including
con st ella t ion s, in dividu a l st a r s, pla n et s, a n d
kingdoms (such  a s t he human , an ima l, plan t ,
a n d m in er a l) con t a in ed wit h in  a  pla n et a r y
Life.  Th u s, t h e exist en ce of t h e in dwellin g
consciousness of a ll th ings, not  just  tha t  of the
h u m a n  bein g, becom es pr oper  t er r it or y for
metaphysica l inquiry.

E volu t ion , D.K. sa ys, pr oceeds on  m a n y
levels , or  pla n es, on ly a  ver y few of wh ich
huma n ity is a wa re. To r ea der s in  t he 1990s,
such  an  idea  is r eadily acceptable, living as we
d o in  a n  e r a  of a bu n d a n t ly a va ila b le
m et a ph ys ica l in for m a t ion . Th a t  t h er e a r e
m a n y dim en sion s of bein g a n d r ea lit y h a s
become a  commonplace amongst  "New Agers."
Of cou r se, t h is t ea ch ing ha s been  pr esen t  on
the planet  in  the form of the Hindu  Vedas and
Upa n ish a ds s in ce t im e u n r ecor ded, bu t  t h e
fou n da t ion  of ou r  pr esen t  New or  Aqu a r ia n
Age con sen su s on  m u lt idim en sion a lit y m a y
well be t he more modern  form  in  The Secret
Doct r in e a n d it s  sequ el t ea ch in g, t h e Ba iley
books. In  m a n y wa ys, t h e fu n da m en t a ls la id
down  by Bla va t sky m a de wa y for  St ein er ,
Ou s p en s k y, Gu r d jie ff,  a n d  m a n y ot h er
t ea ch er s  wh o a n swer ed  h u m a n it y's  n eed .
Likewise, t h e Ba iley books fu r t h er  pr epa r ed
consciousness for  the explosion  of metaphysica l
and spir itua l in terest  in  the 1960s and 1970s.

Th e m a n y pla n es of con sciou sn ess, D.K.
sa ys via  Ba iley, a r e n ecessa r y t o a  pr oper
u n der s t a n din g of t h e cosm ic pr ocess , for

th rough  them flow the crea t ive energies which
he ca lls t he Seven  Rays. These seven  types of
energy a re as basic to the Ba iley works (and to
The Secret  Doct r ine) a s is t he concept  of t he
sou l and it s et erna l r einca rna t ion . The seven
rays, one finds, form the basis of a  science of
energy impact s encompassing everyth ing from
rocks t o wh ir ling ga la xies a nd beyond. Wha t
m a kes D.K.'s  t ea ch in g so t a n t a lizin g is  h is
fr equen t  r eference to t he fact  t ha t  t h is grand
p a n op ly of cos m ic in t e r a ct ion  ca n  be
s ys t em a t ica l ly  s t u d ied  a n d  even t u a l ly
exper ien ced  by t h ose wh o a r e willin g t o
under take the necessa ry steps of self discipline
and self-t ransformat ion .

Medit a t ion , st udy, a nd loving service a r e
given  as the keys to such  unfoldment .

Con t em por a r y r ea der s  m a y a sk  wh a t
differ en ce t h er e is  bet ween  t h e lit er a t u r e
pr odu ced by Bla va t sky a n d Ba iley on  on e
h a n d , a n d  t h e "ch a n n eled" t ea ch in gs  so
pr eva len t  in  t h e 80s a n d 90s on  t h e ot h er .
Though  the u lt ima te answer  t o t h is quest ion
r est s wit h in  t h e ju dgm en t  of t h e in dividu a l,
on e m igh t  poin t  t o t h e sh eer  volu m e, t h e
plen t ifu l documen ta t ion  and footnot ing wh ich
t ie in t o a n cien t  sou r ces of spir it u a l wisdom ,
a n d t o t h e com plex a n d h igh ly ch a llen gin g
na ture of the mater ia l it self. Few have accused
Bla va t sky or  Ba iley of bein g ea sy t o r ea d!
F ocu sed det er m in a t ion  a n d per sist en t  st u dy,
many have found, a re requ isit e to the grasp of
esoter icism.

B l a v a t s k y ' s  w or k  s p a w n e d  t h e
Theosophica l Society; Ba iley's her it age yielded
a  network of act ivit ies a ll r ela t ed to the Lucis
Trust , wh ich  publishes the Ba iley books. Both
the Theosoph ica l Society and Lucis Trust  a r e
in terna t iona lly known, and have been  for  qu ite
some t ime.

The con text  in to wh ich  Esoter ic Ast rology
appeared was a  r ich  and inspired metaphysica l
m ilieu . In  fa ct , on e m igh t  pr opose t h a t  it s
pu blica t ion  a n swer ed  a  n eed  wit h in  t h e
m et a ph ysica l com m u n it y for  som et h in g t h a t
would br idge the gap between  the vast  cosmic
views given  by Blava tsky and the need to br ing
gr ea t er  spir it u a l livin gn ess t o t h e ea r t h  a n d
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h u m a n  societ y a s  we kn ow it . In  E sot er ic
Ast rology, D.K. says t h rough  Ba iley t ha t  t he
type of a st rology he seeks to unveil is t ha t  of
the sou l, not  of the per sona lity, and tha t  such
a n  a s t r ology wou ld be best  u n der s t ood by
cer ta in  types of fu ture ast rologers. Specifica lly,
he says tha t  t he new sou l a st rology will have
taken  it s place in  ma inst r eam though t  by the
end of the 20th  cen tury.

Th a t  t im e is  u pon  u s n ow. P er h a ps n ot
coin cid en t a lly, s ever a l  a s t r ologer s  h a ve
recen t ly a dded t o t he lit er a tu r e on  t he t opic.
Rea d er s  l ik e ly wil l  h a ve  n ot iced  t h a t
a st rologer , Ala n  Oken  ha s in  1990 published
h is S ou l -Cen t ered  A s t rology, wh ich  is  a n
a t t em pt  t o expla in  t h e esot er ic a s t r ology
presen ted in  Ba iley's book. Also, Ruth  Mierswa
h a s  r ecen t ly pu blish ed  h er  R ay-Centered
Astrology,  l ik ewis e  a n  e la bor a t ion  u p on
Ba iley's  wor k .  Ma e R. Wilson -Lu dlu m  is
known for  her  works on  the subject , In terpret
Y our R ays T hru  the Planets and In terpret Y our
R ays Using Astrology. It  may be impor tan t  to
n ot e t h a t  ea r ly in  t h e cen t u r y, Ala n  Leo
p u blis h ed  h is  volu m e en t i t led  E s ot er ic
Ast r ology a s  well, bu t  t h a t  wor k  does  n ot
con t a in  t h e sa m e fea t u r es  a s  does t h e on e
cur ren t ly under  considera t ion .1

Each  of the au thors ment ioned above has a
pa r t icu la r  sla n t  or  a ppr oa ch  t o a pplyin g t h e
pr in cip les  of esot er ic a s t r ology. Th is  fa ct
cer ta in ly complica tes the defin it ion  of the field.
As a  r eflect ion  of th is mult iplicity (though  not
necessa r ily a s a  dir ect  r esu lt  of t he published
wor k s  n a m ed  a bove), t h e t er m  "esot er ic
a s t r ology" is  t od a y u s ed  in  m a n y a n d
som et im es con t r a dict or y wa ys. Som e u se t h e
term to descr ibe ast rology tha t  dea ls with  past
life t h em es, wh ile ot h er s  u se it  t o m a ke a
d is t in ct ion  bet ween  pr edict ive a n d  ch oice
centered ("esoter ic") ast rology. Yet  others mean
by it  a n yt h in g t h a t  is  h a r d t o u n der st a n d,
va gu e or  con fu sin g, or  wh ich  br in gs in  n ew
elem en t s  of a n a lys is .  Th u s , t h e  m er e
prolifer a t ion  of t he label "esot er ic a st rology "
ca n n ot  be con st r u ed a s t h e a ppea r a n ce of a
coheren t  t rend or  field of study.  One must  look
d eep er  in t o ea ch  of t h e  va r iou s  fie ld s

suggested. Thus, it  is impor tan t  to know about
the many uses of t he t erm , and the diver sit y
implied.

Let 's look now a t  the specific components of
t h e esot er ic a st r ology of D.K. t h r ou gh  Alice
Bailey.

F ir st  of a ll, sa ys esot er ic a st r ology fr om
Bailey, "space is an  en t ity" and "a ll tha t  exist s.
is  con sciou sn ess in  evolu t ion " (p. 7, E sot er ic
Ast rology). Thus, every form of life is a  un it  of
con sciou sn ess , a n d  is  con t a in ed  wit h in  a
h igh er  or der , a  Life t h a t  en folds  it . F or
example, planet  Ear th  is an  organ ism evolving
and humans a r e a  cer t a in  t ype of cell with in
tha t  un it  of consciousness, ca lled the P laneta ry
Logos. Fu r ther , t he sola r  syst em is a  un it  of
con sciou sn ess a n d pla n et s wit h in  it s  body of
manifesta t ion  funct ion  simila r ly to the chakras
in  a  human . Along these lines, it  is possible to
see t h a t  ou r  loca l s t a r  (a n d it s  fa m ily of
planet s) is a lso a  chakra  or  cen ter  with in  the
body of yet  a n  even  gr ea t er  Life or  en t it y
(ca lled a  Cosmic Logos). Th is in t er r ela t ion  of
mult iple levels or  layers goes on  in fin it ely, and
provides a  ma t r ix t h rough  wh ich  flow cosmic
energies.

Th e or igin a t in g poin t  for  t h ese en er gies,
says D.K., a r e levels of Divine Consciousness
not  visible in  any way to ou r  physica l senses.
But  these energies en ter  our  field of awareness
as they become more dense, fina lly reach ing us
t h r ou gh  ce r t a in  m a jor  s t a r  gr ou p s  or
con s t e lla t ion s  (p p . 28-29 , E A).  Th es e
im por t a n t  s t a r s , m a n y of wh ich  a r e in  t h e
Grea t  Bea r , provide life impu lses tha t  flow to
t h e  zod ia ca l con s t e lla t ion s , t h r ou gh  t h e
a ssocia t ed t r opica l signs, t o t he Sun  a nd t he
physica l planet s in  our  system, a t  la st  a r r iving
t o cir cu la t e t h r ou gh  t h e E a r t h  a n d t o be
radia ted ou t  aga in  from here (p. 14, EA). Th is
is  in  a  wa y a n  a n swer  t o t h e per s is t en t
qu es t ion  a bou t  h ow a s t r ologica l in flu en ce
wor k s .  Ba s ica lly, t h is  m odel sa ys  t h a t
a st r ologica l in flu en ce occu r s  beca u se a ll is
con ta ined with in  a  living field of energies, and
t h a t  cir cu la t ion  of t h ese en er gies  is  t h e
medium of communica t ion  amongst  t he pa r t s
of t h e Wh ole. Th u s, fr om  t h is  per spect ive,
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a st r ology wor ks beca u se t h er e is  a  On en ess
Pr inciple a t  base.

In  Esoter ic Ast rology (EA), D.K. main ta ins
tha t  the t ropica l signs (i.e., t hose based on  the
equ in oct ia l pr ecession ), even  t h ou gh  clea r ly
not  spa t ia lly iden t ica l t o t he const ella t ions of
t h e sa m e n a m es, do in  fa ct - r epr esen t  t h e
actua l st a r  groupings or  constella t ions (p. 410,
E A).  F u r t h e r ,  h e  in d ica t e s  t h a t  t h e
con st ella t ion s a r e in  t r u t h  coh er en t  en t it ies,
not  just  visua l pa t terns of rela t ionsh ip imposed
by human  fan t a sy.  In  t h is, D.K. differ s from
m u ch  cu r r en t  t h in kin g on  t h e n a t u r e of t h e
zodiac. Con tempora ry a st rologer s may find it
both  comfor t ing AND perplexing to hea r  abou t
t h e va lidit y of con st ella t ion s a s  s t a r s  t r u ly
rela t ed in  some way, and not  ju st  appa ren t ly
so! Of cou r se, t h e sider ea l a st r ologer s, wh o
h a ve a lwa ys m a in t a in ed t h e pr im a cy of t h e
physica l constella t ions, may not  have so much
t r ou ble wit h  t h is  idea ! In t er est in gly, D.K.’s
posit ion  a ccommoda tes both  t he sider ea l a nd
the t ropica l.  However , in  t r ansla t ing th is vast
sch em e in t o u se for  in dividu a l per son s, D.K.
seems to indica te tha t  the t ropica l signs a re to
be used. On  th is poin t , see for  example p. 239,
EA, in  connect ion  with  Leo.

Th e a pplica t ion  of esot er ic con cept s  t o
in d ividu a ls , h owever , is  n ot  t h e pr im a r y
in t en ded u se of t h e in for m a t ion , D.K. poin t s
ou t . H e sa ys  t h e gr ea t er  u se of esot er ic
ast rology will be in  helping humanity to widen
it s  h or izon s a n d r ea lize it s  pla ce in  a  m u ch
grea ter  order  (pp. 5-3, 12, EA). This rea liza t ion
will include the recognit ion  of the sou l and the
face of reincarna t ion . The two awakenings will
pr oceed in  t a n dem , wit h  t h e gr ea t er  cosm ic
environmen t  suggest ing t he gr ea t er  spir it ua l
t ru th  with in .

On e  m a y n ot e  t h a t  p e r h a p s  i t  is
ASTRONOMY, a s it  funct ions today, wh ich  is
indeed serving as a  veh icle of wider  rea liza t ion
for  m a n y. S in ce r ou gh ly t h e m id  1600s ,
ast rology and ast ronomy have been  est ranged,
t h ou gh  obviou s ly t h ey gr ew u p  t oget h er .
Ast r on om y cu r r en t ly t ells  u s  t h e wh a t  of
cr ea t ion , wh ile esch ewin g t h e r egion  of wh y.
As t r ology h a s  ever  been  a n  exer cise  in

specula t ion  as to the why (as well a s the when)
of h u m a n  exper ien ce. Wh en  t h ese t wo a r e
r eu n it ed, a st r on om y will t h en  fu n ct ion  a s a
r evea ler  of t h e ga r m en t  of Cr ea t ion , wh ile
a st rology will give the go-ahead to inqu iry a s
to how humanity fit s in to it  a ll.

A n ew field of t h ou gh t  is  n ow evolvin g
which  may act  as a  br idge between  the two.  In
The jou rna l of Esoter ic Psychology, a  number
of w r i t e r -t h i n k e r s  h a v e  u n d e r t a k e n
specu la t ion  a bou t  t h e Life wh ich  m a n ifest s
it self th rough types of sta rs, sta r  systems, and
whole ga laxies.  Such  specu la t ion  migh t  well
be t ermed esoter ic a st ronomy, for  it  goes with
ast ronomy where most  scien t ist s will not  da re
t o go! Th is  S t a r  Tr ek  of m et a ph ys ica l
specula t ion  may be par t  of the in tended science
of esoter ic ast rology.

In  pa r t , t hen , wha t  dist ingu ishes esot er ic
a st r ology (so fa r ) fr om  wh a t  we m igh t  ca ll
t r adit iona l a st rology is t he formers’ emphasis
upon  the grea ter  cosmic environment . Fur ther ,
the grea ter  cosmic environment  is seen  a s the
mat r ix for  the circu la t ion  of the seven  types of
differen t ia ted force, or  the seven  rays. Esoter ic
ast rology (as given  by D.K. and Ba iley) goes an
a ll-im por t a n t  s t ep  fu r t h er  a n d  iden t ifies
specific r ela t ion sh ips bet ween  t h e r a ys, t h e
con st ella t ion s (a n d t h u s t h eir  r epr esen t a t ive
signs in  t he t r opica l zodia c), a nd t he pla net s
with in  our  sola r  system (including the Sun  and
the Moon).

O b v i ou s l y ,  on e  m u s t  g a i n  a n
u n der st a n din g of t h e r a y qu a lit ies  t o begin
work with  t h is syst em.  The r ay energies a r e
discu ssed t h r ou gh ou t  Ba iley's  wr it in gs, bu t
m a y be gr a sped som ewh a t  r ea dily fr om  h er
Esoteric Psychology I and  II .  Blava t sky dea lt
w i t h  t h e  r e la t ion s h ip  of t h e  s e ve n
differ en t ia t ed  en er gy t ypes  a n d  t h e On e
Crea tor  in  The Secret  Doct r ine, expla in ing why
a  seven  typology is r elevan t .  Th is theme was
picked up and elabora ted in  Ba iley's A T reatise
on  Cosm ic Fire. Reader s a r e advised to study
bot h  Th e Secr et  Doct r in e a n d A Tr ea t ise on
C os m ic F i r e  for  a  m or e  com p le t e
understanding of the rays.

H er e is  a  br ief lis t in g of t h e r a y t ypes.
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Th ou gh  t h ese en er gies  m a k e t h em selves
presen t  on  every level, while studying th is list
t h in k  of t h em  a s a bst r a ct  qu a lit ies , n ot  a s
human character ist ics qu ite yet .

Ray 1 Will or  Power ; In it ia t ing Cause;
Liber a t ion  t h r ou gh  des t r u ct ion  of
h indrance; Cosmic Purpose.

Ray 2 Love and Wisdom; At t ract ive Force;
Inclusive pr inciple; Cosmic P lan .

Ray 3 Act ivity and In telligence; Diversity in
act ion ; Cosmic Act ion .

Ray 4 Harmony a r r ived a t  th rough conflict ;
Adjustment .

Ray 5 Concrete Knowledge; Crea tor  of Facts;
Cosmic Deta il.

Ray 6 Aspira t ion  or  Devot ion ; The Urge to
T r a n s ce n d ; I n ce n t ive  t o e ffor t ;
Enthusiasm.

Ray 7 Ritua lized Order ; Orchest ra t ion  of
forms; Rhythmic act ivity.

Figu re  1  is a  diagram showing which  rays
a r e sa id  t o m a n ifes t  t h r ou gh  wh ich  s ign s .
Cr ea t ed by Rober t  Roosen , Ph .D., esot er icist
a n d  a s t r on om er , of Sa n  Diego, CA, (a n d
copyr igh ted by h im, 1991), Roosen 's diagram is
a  un ique and efficien t  lea rn ing tool for  qu ickly
not ing the r ay to sign  r ela t ionsh ip. The same
informat ion  appears in  EA on  p. 489 and p. 590
in  a  t abu la t ion . Here we can  readily grasp the
fa ct  t h a t  ea ch  r a y expr esses t h r ou gh  t h r ee
signs, bu t  tha t  some signs a re a ssocia ted with
on ly one r ay, wh ile other s a re a ssocia t ed with
t wo, a n d t h a t  on ly Sa git t a r iu s is  a ssocia t ed
with  th ree.

In  a t t empt ing to connect  t he mean ings of
t h e r a ys wit h  t h e ch a r a ct er ist ics well-kn own
a n d lon g a ssocia t ed wit h  t h e sign s, on e m a y
n ot ice  t h a t  en t er p r is in g, for cefu l Ar ies ,
d e t er m in ed  a n d  s t r on g-willed  Leo, a n d
execu t ive Capr icorn  a ll a re expressions of Ray
1,Will or  P ower . P er h a ps t h a t  a ssocia t ion  is
more r eadily appa ren t  t han  the connect ion  of
R a y 2 ,  L ove -Wis d om , w i t h  somet imes
disda in fu l Virgo and frequen t ly fickle Gemin i!
To r esolve  t h is  a ppa r en t  con flict , i t  is
n ecessa r y t o st u dy D.K's descr ipt ion s of h ow
the signs fit  in to the la rger  progress of the sou l
from one incarna t ion  to the next .

However , it  is fa ir ly easy to see the gen t le
a n d  u su a lly sp ir it u a l/ r eligiou s  P isces  in
associa t ion  with  the Love-Wisdom qua lity. Can
we see Act ive In t elligen ce in  Ca n cer , Libr a ,
a n d Ca pr icor n ! Yes , s in ce t r a dit ion a lly a s
ca rdina l signs they a re a ssocia ted with  act ion ,
in deed. Wh a t  a bou t  Ta u r u s , Scor pio, a n d
Sagit t a r ius with  Ray 4! Well, Sagit t a r ius a s a
m u t a b le  s ign  s u r e ly d em on s t r a t es  t h e
cha racter ist ic of a r r iving a t  ha rmony th rough
in t erna l con flict  and adjustmen t . Bu t  Tau rus
and Scorpio!

Aga in  we need t he esot er ic descr ipt ion  of
the signs to loca te the poin t  of simila r ity.
     The above a re a  few examples of how
readers unfamilia r  with  the rays may begin  to
pla y wit h  t h e idea s  a n d see if a n y sen se
emerges! Bu t  lest  t he subject  ma t t er  become
too easy, more complexity is soon  to a r r ive.

On top of the seven  ray typology, D.K. a lso
advoca tes a  new system of planeta ry ru ler s for
t h e s ign s . In  fa ct , h e pr oposes  TWO n ew
sch em es  of r u ler sh ip! N ow, con t em por a r y
a st r ologer s a r e filled t o t h e gills  wit h  n ewly
proposed ru ler sh ip syst ems, so th is t opic may
elicit  a  ho-hum response from them. Perhaps

ast rologers have heard it  a ll; Vesta  ru les Virgo,
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no Vulcan  does, or  Chiron  ru les Sagit t a r ius, or
P lu to shou ld r ea lly be a ssocia t ed with  Ar ies,
etc! So what  can  be new or  relevant  a long these
lin es! Well, fir st  of a ll, D.K.'s  pr oposed n ew
syst em s wer e m a de pu blic wit h  t h e 1951
pu blica t ion  of E sot er ic Ast r ology. Th u s h is
informat ion  is not  par t  of the more recen t  wave
of innova t ion .  Secondly, t he ba sis for  u se of
t h e t wo pr oposed syst em s is  t h e fa ct  t h a t
persons vary in  response to signs of the zodiac
according to their  stage of evolu t ion .

For  example, a ll a st rologers know tha t  the
a th lete and the crea t ive th inker  who each  have
t h e su n  in  Ar ies , in  spit e of t h e seem in g
differences, both  st ill express the same sign  --
the a th let e, t h rough  physica l act ivity, and the
t h in k er  t h r ou gh  in depen den t  in t ellect u a l
en dea vor .  Th ou gh  t h e in t r ica cies  of t h e
r espect ive a st r ologica l ch a r t s  wou ld t ell t h e
whole story a s to why, the two a re r esponding
t o t h e en er gies of t h e sa m e sign  differ en t ly.
Th is example does not  imply tha t  a ll t h inker s
are inheren t ly more evolved than  a ll a th letes.

Ra t h er , i t  s im p ly d em on s t r a t es  t h e
p r in cip le  of va r ia b le- r es p on s e  t o s ign
st imula t ion .
 D.K. s a ys  t h a t  wh en  a  p er s on , a s
represen ta t ive of the incarna ted sou l, begins to
take her  or  h imself in  hand and to br ing about
con ce r t e d  d e ve lop m e n t  t ow a r d  h igh e r
pot en t ia l, a t  som e poin t  differ en t  pla n et a r y
associa t ions with  the signs a re necessit a ted for
adequa te descr ipt ion  of consciousness evolving
under  tha t  zodiaca l in fluence.  Thus, he says,
an  evolving Ar ies will r ela t e more to Mercury
than  to Mars, a  P isces more t o P lu to t han  to
Neptune, an  Aquar ian  more to J upit er  than  to
Ur a n u s, a n d so on . Th is syst em  h e ca lls t h e
Esoter ic Rulers of the Signs.

Th en ,  s a ys  D .K , wh en  a  u n i t  of
consciousness begins to evolve so fa r  tha t  it  is
r a pidly em er gin g fr om  t h e h u m a n  k in gdom ,
yet  another  system of ru ler sh ips per ta ins. Th is
on e h e ca lls  t h e H ier a r ch ica l Ru ler s .  Th e
pr ecise st a ge of developm en t  a t  wh ich  t h ese
H ier a r ch ica l Ru ler s becom e r eleva n t  m a y be
in fer r ed fr om  r em a r ks on  p. 163, E A, wh ich
imply tha t  t he t h ird in it ia t ion  is t he poin t  a t
which  th is system applies. It  migh t , therefore,
be const rued tha t  t hose who a re approach ing
the t h ird in it ia t ion , and t hose beyond, wou ld

find meaning in  use of the Hiera rch ica l Rulers.
The exact  role to be played by both  the esoter ic
a n d  h ie r a r ch ica l  r u le r s  in  a s t r ologica l
in t er pr et a t ion  a n d gu ida n ce h a s  yet  t o be
wor ked ou t  in  en t ir et y by esot er ic a n d sou l-
cen tered ast rologers. On pages 513 - 514 of EA,
h owever , D.K. gives  cer t a in  defin it e s t eps
t owa r d t h is  a ccom plish m en t . P r im a r ily, t h e
u se of t h e n ew r u ler sh ips  con sis t s  in  t h e
con t r a s t  of t h e ir  m ea n in gs  wit h  t h e ir
cor rela ted t radit iona l ru lers.

For  example, new ligh t  may be shed when
a  Gemin i t h inks of her  or  h imself a s st rongly
in fluenced by Venus (Gemin i's esoter ic or  sou l
r u ler ) in s t ea d  of Mer cu r y (it s  exot er ic or
persona lity ru ler ). Suddenly, a ll the socia lizing
and communica t ion  t ake on  a  more pu rposive
t on e. Or  for  yet  a n ot h er  exa m ple, a  Libr a
r ising individua l will likewise see another  facet
of h er  or  h im self wh en  a ssim ila t in g t h e fa ct
t h a t  Ur a n u s, r a t h er  t h a n  Ven u s, con dit ion s
fr om  t h e sou l level. Th en , sh e or  h e m a y
understand why s/he has oft en  been  willing to
en da n ger  or  s a cr ifice  com for t a ble  socia l
con n ect ion s in  t h e pr om ot ion  or  pu r su it  of
bet ter  condit ions for  humanity.

Beyon d  t h is  t yp e  of con t r a s t  a n d
com p a r i s on ,  D .K  in d ica t e s  t h a t  for
u n der s t a n din g of t h e d iscip le 's  life pa t h ,
another  level of compar ison  is needed. To tha t
en d, t h e Su n  s ign  wit h  it s  t r a dit ion a l or
exot er ic r u ler  is con t r a st ed t o t he Ascenda n t
wit h  it s  sou l or  esot er ic r u ler .  Th u s, a  Su n
sign  Scorpio with  Ar ies r ising wou ld compare
Plu to, the exoter ic ru ler  of Scorpio, to Mercury,
t h e esot er ic Ascen da n t  r u ler . S/h e m a y t h en
find tha t  the persona lity has a  t endency to get
wrapped up in  emot iona l drama  and in t r igues
of secr ecy, sex, a n d power , wh ile t h e sou l
vibra t ion  is indica t ing tha t  it 's t ime to focus on
the mind na ture.
     Below are a ll the ru lersh ip systems, with
t h e exot er ic or  t r a dit ion a l on es pla ced fir st ,
since they st ill per ta in  to mass humanity.

Exote ric  Ru le rsh ip  Syste m
Aries Mars
Taurus Venus
Gemini Mercury
Cancer  Moon
Leo Sun
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Virgo Mercury
Libra  Venus
Scorpio P lu to
Sagit ta r ius J upiter
Capr icorn  Sa turn
Aquar ius Uranus
Pisces Neptune

Esote ric  Ru le rsh ip  Syste m
Aries Mercury
Taurus Vulcan
Gemini Venus
Cancer  Neptune
Leo Sun
Virgo Moon
Libra  Uranus
Scorpio Mars
Sagit ta r ius Ear th
Capr icorn  Sa turn
Aquar ius J upiter
P isces P lu to

Hie rarch ica l Ru le rsh ip  Syste m
Aries Uranus
Taurus Vulcan
Gemini Ear th
Cancer  Neptune
Leo Sun
Virgo J upiter
Libra  Sa turn
Scorpio Mercury
Sagit ta r ius Mars
Capr icorn  Venus
Aquar ius Moon
Pisces Plu to

A few com m en t s a r e in  or der . I t  is  t r u e
tha t  cer ta in  exoter ic and esoter ic ru lers a re the
sa m e, su ch  a s Sa t u r n  for  Ca pr icor n  a n d t h e
Sun  for  Leo in  t hose list s, or  Vu lcan  for  both
the esoter ic and h iera rch ica l ru ler s of Taurus,
a n d Nept u n e a s  t h e sa m e for  Ca n cer . DK
in d ica t es  in  va r iou s  pa ssa ges  t h a t  su ch
pa t t er n s  h old  s ign ifica n ce for  t h e  s ign s
involved.  Consider a t ion  of t ha t  specia l t opic
m u st  be set  a side in  a n  in t r odu ct ion  of t h is
na tu re, bu t  r eader s shou ld be appr ised of th is
poin t .

 And wha t  of the use of Vu lcan  in  the fir st
place! Th is celest ia l body remains hypothet ica l
or  u n kn own . H en ce n o st a n da r d eph em er is
m a t er ia l exis t s  for  it , a n d  t h is  m a k es  it
difficu lt  t o con fiden t ly in clu de Vu lca n  in  t h e
t ype of a s t r ologica l ch a r t s  we h a ve t oda y.
Hearsay has it  tha t  Vulcan  is never  more than
8 degrees of zodiaca l longitude from the Sun .
But  th is news is on ly meager  help if one seeks
t o a t t em pt  a ccu r a t e  s t u dy of Vu lca n  in
in dividu a l ch a r t s. La ck  of in for m a t ion  a bou t
Vulcan  remains a  problem in  using it  for  char t
work, bu t  perhaps th is will change soon .

Ea r th , t oo, a ppea r s a s one of t he r egu la r
planet a ry ru ler s, t he u se of wh ich  is another
depa r tu re from t r adit iona l methods. To place
Ea r th  in  a  cha r t , in ser t  a t  t he poin t  opposit e
the Sun  the symbol t r adit iona lly u sed for  t he
Pa r t  of For tune (a  cross with in  a  cir cle), a lso
the ast ronomica l symbol for  Ear th .

Ear th , like most  of the ru ler s in  these two
sch em es, r u les on e sign  esot er ica lly a n d yet
another  h iera rch ica lly -- Sagit ta r ius in  the fir st
case, and it s opposite, or  Gemini, in  the second.
Th is seem s t o be a  pa t t er n , a s Ur a n u s goes
from esoter ic ru ler sh ip of Libra  to h iera rch ica l
ru ler sh ip of Ar ies, too, bu t  th is pa t t ern  doesn 't
a lways apply.

Th ou gh  u n a p p a r en t ,  a n  or ga n izin g
pr in cip le per h a ps  ba sed  on  u n s t a t ed  r a y
rela t ionsh ips may under lie t he new ru lersh ip
syst ems. It  m igh t  expla in  the r epea t ed ru ler s
m en t ion ed  t h r ee  p a r a gr a p h s  a bove . I t
defin it ely h a s  som et h in g t o do wit h  t h e
a r r angemen t  of t he h ier a rch ica l ru ler s, for  in
t h is  lis t  t h er e a r e pla n et s  a n d sign s of t h e
sa m e r a ys a ssocia t ed. F or  exa m ple, 7t h  Ra y
Uranus is pa ir ed with  Ar ies, wh ich  man ifest s
Rays 7 and 1. Th ird Ray Sa tu rn  links t o 3rd
Ra y Libr a ; 4t h  Ra y Mer cu r y wit h  4t h  Ra y
Scor pio; a n d  6t h  Ra y Ma r s  t ies  u p  wit h
Sagit t a r ius of the same ray. Cer ta in ly th is is a
simplifica t ion  where complexity reigned before,
a  sh ift  a lt oget h er  con sis t en t  wit h  wh a t  we
wou ld expect  of con sciou sn ess  a t  t h e t h ir d
in it ia t ion  or  beyond.  For  a s D.K st a t es on  p.
149 of T he R ays and  T he In itiations, “Advance
in to the world  of spiritual values and  in to the
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realm  of triadal existence (in  which  the in itiate
m ov es ),  i s  d ef in i t el y  a n  a d v a n ce in t o
sim plicity."

Bu t  ba ck  t o t h e pla n et a r y r u ler s, wh ich
like t h e sign s t h em selves, a r e r ela t ed t o t h e
r a ys a n d a r e dis t r ibu t or s  of a ssocia t ed r a y
energies. Here a re the cor rela t ions:

T he Planets and  the R ays

Ray 1 P lu to and Vulcan
Ray 2 Sun  and J upiter
Ray 3 Sa turn  and Ear th
Ray 4 Mercury and Moon
Ray 5 Venus
Ray 6 Neptune and Mars
Ray 7 Uranus

As you  ca n  see, t h e level of com plexit y
in cr ea ses gr ea t ly a t  t h is  poin t , for  t h e r a ys
associa ted with  the planets a re not  the same as
the rays a ssocia ted with  the signs ru led either
t r adit iona lly, esoter ica lly, or  h iera rch ica lly by
tha t  same planet .

F or  exa m ple, Ven u s, dist r ibu t in g Ra y 5,
t r adit iona lly ru les Libra  (Ray 3 on  the Roosen
diagram), esoter ica lly ru les Gemin i (Ray 2 on
t h e dia gr a m ), a n d h ier a r ch ica lly Ca pr icor n
(Ra ys 3 a n d 7). So h er e we h a ve a  5t h  Ra y
planet  connected with  signs of Rays 3, 2 and 7.
Aga in ,  t h e  or ga n iz in g  p r in cip le  i s n ' t
im m edia t ely a ppa r en t . P er h a ps a  wor ka ble
a ppr oa ch  is  t o pr ovision a lly a ccept  t h e r a y
associa t ions and exper imen t  with  t hem, un t il
grea ter  understanding is ava ilable.

Bu t  r ea der s sh ou ld a lso kn ow t h a t  D.K.
indica t es t ha t  t he pla net s pick  up a ddit iona l
r a y color ings t h rough  t heir  a ssocia t ions with
t h e s ign s . F or  exa m ple, Ur a n u s , n or m a lly
dist r ibu t ing Ray 7, a lso can  be under stood a s
r ela yin g Ra y 3 fr om  Libr a  (wh ich  it  r u les
esot er ica lly) a n d Ra y 1 fr om  Ar ies (wh ich  it
r u les  h ier a r ch ica lly), or  even  Ra y 5 fr om
Aqu a r iu s (wh ich  it  r u les exot er ica lly). Or  in
the ca se of Mar s, wh ich  norma lly dist r ibu t es
Ra y 6, we ca n  see t h a t  it  m a y a ddit ion a lly
im pa r t  Ra y 4 t h r ou gh  it s  con n ect ion  wit h
Scorpio (wh ich  it  r u les esot er ica lly), or  Ray 5
th rough  it s connect ion  with  Sagit t a r ius (which

it  r u les h ier a r ch ica lly, a n d wh ich  it self a lso
expresses Rays 4 and 6), or  even  Rays 1 and 7
through Ar ies (which  it  ru les exoter ica lly).

Yet  another  considera t ion  per t a ins to th is
topic of sign  and planet  linkage, and tha t  is the
in t r igu in g a n d ba fflin g m a t t er  of wh a t  D.K.
ca lls  "veilin g." H e in dica t es  in  n u m er ou s
pa ssa ges t h r ou gh ou t  E sot er ic Ast r ology t h a t
t h e Su n , t h e Moon , a n d som et im es Vu lca n
stand for  or  imply ("veil”) Uranus or  Neptune,
or  both  (or  even  tha t  Vulcan  can  st and for  the
Sun). Though  appea r ing con t r adictory, D.K.'s
st a tements probably depend on  the con text , or
in  th is case, the specific ast rologica l sign  under
discussion  for  cla r ifica t ion .

Nonetheless, t he possibilit y t ha t  one body
ma y r epresen t  a nother  br ings in  yet  a nother
avenue by which  signs may become rela ted one
t o a n ot h er  (a  t ech n iqu e wh ich  is  m or e fu lly
discussed below). For  example, if t he Moon  as
esot er ic r u ler  of Vir go r ea lly r epr esen t s
Vu lca n , t h en  Ta u r u s (r u led esot er ica lly by
Vulcan) and Virgo have a  un ique linkage. Or  if
a s esoter ic ru ler  of Virgo the Moon  is mean t  to
be Uranus, or  Neptune, then  Virgo would have
yet  a n ot h er  specia l t ie in  wit h  Libr a  a n d
Cancer  (each  esoter ica lly ru led by the two la st
ment ioned).

Not  on ly ma y t he Moon  imply Ura nus or
Neptune, so may a lso the Sun  (p. 306, EA), a s
ea r lier  st a t ed. And th is veiling of Uranus and
Neptune t akes on  signa l impor t ance when  we
bear  in  mind tha t  these two planet s symbolize
a r ch et ypa l s t a ges  on  t h e P a t h  of Ret u r n .
N ept u n e descr ibes  m yst ica l con sciou sn ess ,
sensit ivity, t he r ecogn it ion  of dua lity, and the
act ivity of media torsh ip.  Uranus, on  the other
hand, stands for  occu lt  consciousness, scien t ific
a t -on e-m en t  of h igh er  a n d lower  self, a n d
in t elligen t  u se of t he mind (pp. 306307, EA).
These dist inct ions ca r ry specia l sign ificance for
st u den t s of esot er icism  a n d a spir a n t s t o t h e
Myster ies.

I t  m a y be t h a t  t h e Su n  veils  Nept u n e
esot er ica lly (t h a t  is , u p t h r ou gh  t h e secon d
in it ia t ion), while veiling Uranus h iera rch ica lly
(in to and beyond the th ird in it ia t ion), since the
hea r t  of t he Sun  works th rough  Neptune and
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t he cen t r a l spir it ua l Sun  t h rough  Uranus (p.
296, E A). S t u den t s  a n d  d iscip les  m igh t
exper imen t  with  r eplacing t heir  own  Suns in
their  ast rologica l char t s with  Neptune.

F r om  wh a t  we cu r r en t ly k n ow a bou t
N e p t u n e ,  t h i s  w ou ld  i n d i ca t e  b ot h
vu lnerability to the glamours of their  Sun  sign
and a lso r igh t  inspira t ion  by it s h ighest  idea ls,
a s expressed by the Sun  Sign . For  example, a
Su n  sign  Ca pr icor n  wou ld be a ler t ed t o t h e
glamours of execu t ive and leadersh ip posit ion ,
wh ile not ing how a ppropr ia t e indeed a r e t he
vir tues of self-discipline.

Cer ta in ly the complexity of ru ler sh ips and
a ssocia t ion s a m on g sign s, r a ys, a n d pla n et s
s e r ves  t o m a k e  a bu n d a n t ly clea r  t h e
in ter rela tedness of a ll factors with in  existence.
Bu t  t h e fu n ct ion  of veilin g in  pa r t icu la r  is a
method of a ccoun t ing for  t he fa ct  of va r ia ble
r esponse, a s ea r lier  discussed. In  t he ca se of
the Moon, D.K says tha t  it  veils Vulcan  for  the
undeveloped subject , wh ile it  veils Uranus for
t h e a dva n ced on e (p . 13, E A). An d in  t h e
exa m ple a bove, we sa w h ow t h e Su n  m a y
indica t e one t h ing (Neptune) up t h rough  t he
second in it ia t ion , and another  (Uranus) beyond
t h a t  poin t . In deed, esot er ic a st r ology is  a n
in t r ica t e  s ys t em  bu ilt  on  m a n y s u bt le
pr oposit ion s t h a t  we ca n  on ly h ope t o r evea l
through fur ther  study.

Though  th is system may seem bewilder ing
a t  fir st  pass, it  does conta in  cer ta in  more easily
discerned in t egra t ing pr inciples. One of t hese
is the way in  which  signs may be rela ted to one
a n ot h er  t h r ou gh  t h e m u lt ilevel ru lersh ip
ar rangement .

In  t h is wa y, on e fin ds t h a t  Ar ies (wh ose
t r a d it ion a l r u ler  is  Ma r s , esot er ic r u ler
Mer cu r y, a n d  h ier a r ch ica l r u ler  U r a n u s)
therefore connect s with  Scorpio (esoter ic ru ler
Mars and h iera rch ica l ru ler  Mercury), Gemin i
a n d  Vir go (t r a d it ion a l r u ler s  Mer cu r y),
Aqu a r iu s  (t r a dit ion a l r u ler  Ur a n u s), Libr a
(esot er ic r u ler  U r a n u s ), a n d  Sa git t a r iu s
(h ier a r ch ica l r u ler  Ma r s). Th e or ga n izin g
pr in ciple h er e is  t h e sh a r in g of a n y t ype of
ru ler . Th is type of ma tch ing can  be done with
a ll the signs and has as it s purpose the ga in ing

of in sigh t  in to issues r ela t ing to the evolu t ion
of the sou l th roughout  t ime. An  in t roduct ion  of
t h is len gt h  ca n  on ly h in t  a t  t h e wor kin gs of
th is pa r t  of esoter ic a st rology.  It  is hoped tha t
the ideas sha red here will st imu la t e cu r iosity
and fur ther  reading.

But  aga in , why would one want  to use th is
syst em of a st rologica l t hough t? D.K.'s answer
t h r ou gh  Ba iley is  t h a t , a s ide fr om  it s  a ll
impor tan t  funct ion  as a  st imulan t  to syn thet ic
though t , esot er ic a st rology r epresen t s a  more
worka ble science of energy impa ct s for  t hose
wh o a r e begin n in g t o pu r posefu lly t r a n scen d
t h e com m on  h u m a n  lim it a t ion s. In clu ded in
th is group wou ld be per sons who follow some
type of spir itua l pa th  and it s disciplines, others
wh o m a y n ot  follow a n  ea s ily d iscer n a ble
spir itua l pa th  bu t  who a re deeply dedica ted to
the welfa r e of t he wor ld (such  a s a r e cer t a in
polit icia n s  a n d lea der s  of m a n y t ypes), or
scien t ist s, a r t ist s, and mathemat icians who a re
ben t  on  d iscover in g t h e n ext  evolu t ion a l
pr in ciple n eeded by h u m a n it y. Th er e a r e n o
dou bt  ot h er  ca t egor ies  a s  well, bu t  t h ese
ment ioned will be suggest ive.

Such  per sons a re sa id to be proceeding in
the opposit e dir ect ion  from mass human ity in
terms of growth  and development . Whereas the
mass may seek comfor t  and secur ity, chose for
whom the esoter ic system is designed will pu t
for t h  m u ch  effor t  t o fu r t h er  som e a spect  of
human  libera t ion . Thus, D.K. says, t hey have
"r ever sed t h e wh eel of life a r e sym bolica lly
going t he other  wa y, a nd a r e not  looking for
the same th ings as a re the masses.

Tr a n sla t in g t h is con cept  in t o t h e zodia c,
D.K. says tha t  mass humanity moves th rough
the zodiac with  the direct ion  of the equ inoct ia l
p r ecess ion , i.e . fr om  Ar ies , t o P isces , t o
Aqua r iu s, and so on . However , t he server s of
the r ace move aga inst  t he t ide, forcing a  new
wave so to speak, and they t r avel from Ar ies,
to Taurus, t o Gemin i, and so on . Th is concept
of moving a round the wheel of t he zodiac can
on ly r efer  t o pr ogr ess m a de fr om  lifet im e t o
lifet ime in  the sou l's many reincarna t ions. The
r e la t ive ly a d va n ced , goin g a ga in s t  t h e
dir ect ion  of mass un th inkingness, seek a  new
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direct ion  and hence meet  the resist ance in  the
form of en t renched ideas and r igid inst itu t ions.
Th eir  p r ogr ess  m a y t h u s  be s lowed, bu t
esot er ica lly discernable, a s it  proceeds in  t he
so-ca lled reversed direct ion .

Th is poin t  br ings up t he quest ion  of how
indeed to discern  the direct ion  an  individua l is
t r a velin g wit h in  t h e zodia c, or  t o s t a t e it
another  less poet ic way, what  object ive the soul
h a s been  pr im a r ily seek in g over  n u m er ou s
incarna t ions.

It  is possible tha t  t h is det ermina t ion  may
be m a de wit h  t h e com bin a t ion  of sever a l
esot er ic a na lyt ica l procedu res r ela t ing t o t he
char t , bu t  which  have not  here been  discussed
yet . Another , less abst ract  way, h inges a round
the answer ing of quest ions abou t  t he genera l
t r en d a n d in t er est s  of t h e in dividu a l in  t h e
lifet ime a t  hand.

I f t h e  in d ivid u a l  i s  fou n d  t o be
u n a ba sh edly seek in g h er  or  h is  per son a l
a dva n t a ge over  t h e good of t h e wh ole, it  is
probable t ha t  such  a  per son  is ca r r ied by the
m a ss, u n t h in k in g dir ect ion . If, on  t h e ot h er
hand, a  measure of a lt ru ism and self-gu idance
is  pr esen t , t h e r ever sed (i.e. Ar ies-Ta u r u s-
Gemini-etc.) direct ion  is likely indica ted.

Ba iley's  E sot er ic Ast r ology con t a in s r ich
resources for  the development  of a  t echnique to
solve t h e d ilem m a  of h ow t o det ect  t h e
in dividu a l's  d ir ect ion  a n d  t o a n swer  t h is
quest ion  in  a  more object ive manner , t h rough
t h e in spect ion  of t h e ch a r t  for  m a n y t h em es
which  a r e sa id t o indica t e pot en t  spir it ua l or
evolu t ion a l s t r ivin g.  Th e pr om in en ce of
cer t a in  sign s, t h e em ph a sis  or  la ck  of it  on
cer t a in  cr osses (t h e m oda lit ies , or  ca r din a l,
fixed, a n d m u t a ble sign s), cer t a in  pla n et a r y
com bin a t ion s, in t er n a l geom et r ic pa t t er n s in
t h e ch a r t  (p.305, E A), a n d r ela t ion sh ips t o
specific st a r s (p. 137, EA) may a ll one day be
u sed  t o m a k e t h e det er m in a t ion  a bou t  a
per son 's  p la ce on  t h e r ein ca r n a t ion a l a n d
zodiaca l pa th .

At  t h is  poin t , a  d iscu ss ion  a bou t  t h e
implica t ions of such  a  technique is impera t ive.

Fears tha t  th is t echn ique migh t  be used to
unfa ir ly and fa lsely iden t ify an  elit e group a re

u n der st a n da ble. New Ager s a n d pr ogr essive
people of a ll persuasions have worked long and
h a r d  co er a se  t h e  in wa r d  a n d  ou t wa r d
mechan isms of prejudice, and thus a re loa the
even  t o con sider  a  syst em  of t h ou gh t  wh ich
m igh t  seem  t o posit  a n yt h in g like specia l
st a tu s for  on ly a  few. Th is line of t h inking is
wise. It  shows an  under lying sensit ivity to the
inna t e divin it y and un limit ed pot en t ia l of a ll
per son s , n o m a t t er  wh a t  t h e ir  wor ld ly
appea rance may be.  Nonetheless, t he fact  of
differ ing levels of development  and mot iva t ion
toward the good of the whole remains.

The lit era tu re of con tempora ry counseling
a s t r ology h a s  a ddr essed  a n d con t in u es  t o
address th is issue. In  order  t ru ly to serve the
clien t , counseling a st rologer s know well t ha t
they must  speak to the clien t  a t  the level of the
clien t 's in terest  and funct ion ing. It  is of no use,
sa y, t o r ecom m en d Ba ch  a s  h elp  wit h  a
Nept u n e t r a n sit  t o som eon e wh ose m u sica l
t a s t es  r u n  t owa r d Cou n t r y. Likewise, it  is
dest ruct ive and insu lt ing to suggest  tha t  a  new
romant ic rela t ionsh ip would be a  new lease on
life, wh ils t  U r a n u s  t r a n s it s  Ven u s , t o a
mar r ied man  with  five ch ildren . On  the other
hand, just  such  a  suggest ion  to a  single person
wh o h a s  ju s t  com plet ed  t h r ee  yea r s  of
cloistered study in  a  doctora l program could be
r igh t  on  t h e m a r k ! Th ese exa m ples  a r e
in t ended a s demonst r a t ions of how impor t an t
it  is t o speak to t he clien t  a t  t he level of r ea l
need, bu t  they do not  show us anyth ing abou t
the la rger  issue of det ect ing dir ect ion  on  t he
wheel of life. The poin t  in  using these examples
is simply t o por t r ay how an  admission  of t he
fa ct  of differ in g levels  does n ot  n ecessa r ily
involve dangerous or  unkind discr imina t ion .

Any readers concerned abou t  th is seeming
discr im in a t ion  bet ween  t h ose a dva n ced a n d
those not  migh t  feel bet t er  when  you  hear  tha t
it 's  n ot  ju st  people, bu t  a lso P LANE TS, wh o
undergo such  scru t iny in  esoter ic a st rology! In
fact , t he planet s in  ou r  sola r  syst em fa ll in to
two groups, t he sacred and the non-sacred. A
sacred planet  is one with in  which  a ll life forms
and consciousness have reached a  cer ta in  level,
or  wh ich  in  ot h er  wor ds  h a ve u n der gon e
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cer t a in  in it ia t ion s . H er e is  a  lis t  of t h e
sacred/non-sacred division .

Sacre d P lan e ts
Vu lca n  Mer cu r y Ven u s  J u p it e r  S a t u r n
Neptune Uranus

Non -Sacre d P lan e ts
 Mars Ear th  P lu to Moon Sun

The division  of the planet s in to the sacred
a n d  n on -sa cr ed  h a s  specia l r eleva n ce for
lea rn ing a bou t  t he ext ensive Life t ha t  is ou r
sola r  sys t em . I t  a lso is  t o be u sed  for
u n der s t a n d in g of in d ividu a l a s t r ologica l
in dica t ion s, D.K. sa ys (p.506 E A), wit h  t h e
non-sacred planets st imula t ing the form side of
existence and the sacred planet s act iva t ing the
spir it .

Esoter ic Ast rology goes on  to expla in  tha t
t h e pla n et s a r e equ iva len t  t o t h e ch a kr a s in
the Being ca lled the Sola r  Logos whose body is
ou r  sola r  syst em . Th e r ela t ive st a t u s of t h e
planet s, t hen , indica t es wh ich  chakras with in
the Sola r  Logos a re act iva ted more fu lly. As is
in dica t ed t h r ou gh ou t  Ba iley's  A Tr ea t ise on
Cosmic F ire, the visible planet s of our  cu r ren t
sola r  syst em  a r e in ca r n a t ion s ea ch  of va st
evolving consciousnesses ca lled the P laneta ry
Logo.

Ea ch  P la net a ry Logos, in  t u rn , expresses
it self th rough  a  planeta ry scheme, composed of
49 in dividu a l globes (or  pla n et s). Th ese 43
globes a re fu r ther  divided in to 7 cha ins, each
con sist in g of 7 globes. As t im e a n d syst em ic
evolu t ion  unfold, t he va r ious schemes, cha ins,
and globes a re brought  in to fu ll act iva t ion . But
each  of the schemes, and thus their  cha ins and
globes, evolve a t  dissimila r  paces. Tha t  is why
t h e pr esen t ly k n own  pla n et s  of t h e sola r
system, which  a ll r epresen t  differen t  planeta ry
schemes, a r e sa id t o be a t  differ en t  st ages of
evolu t ion  (pp. 690 - 633, E A). Su ch  con cept s
h a ve n ot  been  com m on ly a ssocia t ed  wit h
ast rology, bu t  t hey can  open  up the way for  a
fa r  gr a n der  vis ion  of ou r  pla ce wit h in  t h e
Whole, wh ich  is t he in t ended purpose for  t h is
type of ast rologica l approach .

In  t h is expanded con t ext  of syst emic and
cosmic environment , Ba iley's esoter ic ast rology
goes a  st ep fu r ther , r ela t ing the planet s in  our
sola r  syst em to each  other , zodiaca l signs, t o
non-eclipt ic constella t ions, and individua l sta rs
in  wha t  is ca lled The Science of Tr iangles. (It
sh ou ld be n ot ed t h a t  t h is con cept  is  n ot  t h e
same as the geomet r ica l rela t ionsh ip ca lled the
t r in e in  t r a dit ion a l a st r ology. In st ea d, Th e
Scien ce of Tr ia n gles in  gen er a l, wh et h er  in
r ega r d t o cosm ic or  syst em ic r ela t ion sh ips,
d e s cr ib e s  l in e s  of for ce  l in k in g  t h e
con sciou sn ess of va st , collect ive Lives.) F or
example, a  t r iangle exist s between  the st a r s of
The Grea t  Bear  (Ursa  Major ), the constella t ion
(and hence represen ta t ive sign) Ar ies, and the
p la n et  P lu t o. An ot h er  t ies  t oget h er  Th e
P leia des, Ca n cer , a n d Ven u s.  Yet  a  t h ir d
un it es Sir iu s, Leo, and J upit er . As the r eader
ca n  dedu ce, t h ese pa r t icu la r  t r ia n gles  ca ll
a t t en t ion  t o connect ions between  non -eclipt ic
con st ella t ion s , zodia ca l s ign s  (r epr esen t in g
eclipt ic constella t ions), and planet s with in  our
sola r  system.

Ot h er  t r ia n gles in volve h u m a n it y a s on e
poin t  of con tact . For  example, D.K iden t ifies a
r e la t ion  of im por t a n ce  bet ween  Alcyone,
Aqu a r iu s , a n d h u m a n it y (p . 200 E A); a n d
likewise another  linking Capr icorn , Mercu ry,
and humanity (p. 435-437 EA).

All these t r iplicit ies dramat ize the cen t ra l
t hesis of esot er ic a st rology, t he cir cu la t ion  of
cosmic energies in  an  order ly and mean ingfu l
p r ogr es s ion . Th is  p r ogr es s ion  fin d s  i t s
cor r ela t ion  in  t h e som ewh a t  widely kn own
a ct ion  of t h e ku n da lin i for ce in  t h e h u m a n
organism. As kunda lin i makes it s way th rough
the human  syst em, it  does so in  a  pa t t ern  of
act ivity, crea t ing un ique rela t ionsh ips between
cer t a in  cen t er s or  ch a kr a s in  t h e in dividu a l.
Cosmic energies rough ly cor responding to the
kunda lin i for ce a lso make t heir  way t h rough
living cen ters with in  the grand body tha t  is the
robe of the Crea tor . The Science of Tr iangles is
m ea n t  t o sh ow su ch  cosm ic r ela t ion sh ips
unfolding.

Mor e a k in  t o wh a t  ea r lier  wa s  ca lled
esot er ic a st r on om y, Th e Scien ce of Tr ia n gles
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cer t a in ly isn 't  t h e u su a l t er r it or y t r ea t ed in
la te 20th  cen tury ast rology. Nonetheless, on  p.
347 of E A, D.K. t ells u s t h a t  Th e Scien ce of
t r iangles "will be far the m ost im portan t aspect
of the teaching on  esoteric astrology and  the one
which  will be the first to be grasped  by m odern
astrology."

Th ose sch ooled in  t h e pr esen t  a st r ology
will wonder  how such  esoter ic concept s a s The
Scien ce of Tr ia n gles  a n d  ot h er  m et h ods
ment ioned in  th is in t roduct ion  can  be brough t
t o im m edia t e u sefu ln ess. Th er e a r e a t  lea st
t h r ee ways in  wh ich  th is may be done. F ir st ,
esot er ic con cept s m a y be u sed a s m edit a t ive
tools.  For  example, one migh t  simply bea r  in
m in d t h e pot en t ia l m ea n in g of on e of t h e
t r iangles for  a  cha r t  in  wh ich  one or  more of
the poin t s of t he t r iangle figu re prominen t ly.
Thus, an  Aqua r ian  migh t  like t o spend some
con templa t ive t ime mulling over  the impor t  of
t he Alcyone-Aqua r iu s-human ity a r r angemen t
men t ioned ea r lier . Or , t he a st rologer  cou ld do
th is for  a  clien t , not ing appropr ia t e themes to
la ter  be shared in  counseling with  the clien t .
     Yet  another  medita t ive tool is to be found in
con t em pla t ion  of t h e t h em es r ela t ed t o ea ch
sign . These themes a re fu lly t rea ted in  Ba iley's
Esoter ic Ast rology and a re fu r ther  elabora t ed

in  her  book en t it led T he Labours of Hercu les
(in  wh ich  H er cu le s  s t a n d s  for  eve r y
m a n /wom a n  in  h is/h er  sou l st r u ggle t owa r d
self-per fect ion). Since the esoter ic sign  themes
closely pa r a llel fa milia r  sign  t hemes u sed by
modern  psychologica l a st rology, th is pa r t icu la r
com pon en t . Of esot er ic a s t r ology is  qu it e
r ea d ily a pp lica ble  t o ch a r t  wor k  a s  we
cu r r en t ly u n der s t a n d it  for  on eself or  for
clien ts.

The second way in  which  esoter ic concept s
m a y be in t egr a t ed in t o exist in g a st r ologica l
though t  and t echn ique employs ideas so nea r
t o t h ose of pr esen t  da y a st r ologer s  t h a t  n o
difference may be perceived a t  a ll. D.K. st a t es
simply tha t  for  the most  basic under st anding,
one shou ld study the Moon  as the indica tor  of
the per son 's pa st  and it s limit a t ions, t he Sun
as the indica tor  of her  or  h is presen t  abilit ies,
a n d t h e Ascen da n t  a s a n  in dica t or  of fu t u r e
p os s ib il i t ies  or  t h e  wa y in  wh ich  t h e
r ein ca r n a t in g sou l is  a t t em pt in g t o em er ge
th rough  the ea r th ly per sona lit y now (pp 18 -
19, EA).

Con t em por a r y a st r ologica l lit er a t u r e h a s
well es t a blish ed  t h e fa ct  t h a t  a  per son 's
background is symbolized by the Moon 's sign ,
house posit ion , and it s a spect s t o planet s and

other  fa ctor s in  t he cha r t . F rom the angle of
esot er icism , t h is  pa st  ba ckgr ou n d r efer s  t o
t en den cies  exper ien ced  in  p r eviou s  lives .
Ma n y con t em por a r y a st r ologer s a r e a lr ea dy
qu ir e comfor t ably u sing t he luna r  symbolism
as a  key not  on ly to ch ildhood development  and
family condit ion ing, bu t  a lso to cir cumstances
of the sou l's evolu t ion  in  previous incarna t ions.
In  t h is sim ila r it y, so-ca lled "t r a dit ion a l" a n d
esoter ic ast rology meet .

Likewise, cu r r en t  a s t r ologica l t h in k in g
shou ld have lit t le or  no difficu lt y in t egra t ing
t h e u se of t h e Su n  sign  a s pr esen t  a n d t h e
Ascen da n t  a s  fu t u r e.  In  fa ct , t h ese ch a r t
fa ct or s a r e som et im es discu ssed in  ju st  t h is
way. Perhaps the esoter ic approach  adds a  new
n ot e wh en  a dvoca t in g t h e Ascen da n t  a s
in d ica t ive  of t h e  sou l 's  qu a lit y a n d  in
descr ibing th is fu r ther  with  the associa ted ray
qua lity, t hough  a st rologica l deduct ion  of sou l,

p er s on a li t y, a n d  veh icle  r a ys  ,r em a in s
uncer t a in  and is a s yet  on ly an  emerging a r t .
But  surely the Ascendant  can  be understood as
a  pivot a l qu a lit y wh ich  is  em er gin g in  t h e
in dividu a l, a s t h a t  wh ich  is com in g t o be, or
even  st ruggling to a t ta in  manifesta t ion .

 The th ird way in  which  esoter ic concepts
m a y be r ea dily a pplied h a s been  m en t ion ed
ea r lier , and dea ls with  the compar ison  of Sun
a n d Ascen da n t  sign s a n d t h eir  exot er ic a n d
esoter ic ru lers.

Through  Alice Ba iley, the Master  D.K. has
sa id t ha t  t he sou l's  effor t  t o emerge t h rough
the per sona lit y is symbolized by the r ela t ions
be t ween  t h e  As cen d a n t  a n d  t h e  S u n ,
sym bolica lly a n d psych ologica lly u n der st ood.
F u r t h er , h e h a s  in d ica t ed  n ew fields  of
awareness, t hose flowing from cosmic cen ter s
such  a s st a r s a nd non -eclipt ic const ella t ions,
which  become sensible for  persons of advanced
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in it ia tory st anding. If t he esoter ic a st rologica l
a ppr oa ch  ca n  t h r ow ligh t  on  t h ese fa ct s
t h r ou gh  m et h ods m en t ion ed h er e a n d m or e
fu lly in  the sou rce t ext , su rely it  is wor th  the
a t t en t ion  of those mot iva ted co help humanity
r ea ch  it s  fu ll pot en t ia l t h r ou gh  t h e u se of
ast rologica l insigh t .

Th e wh ole field of esot er ic a st r ology n ow
st a n ds poised t o becom e a  m a jor  t ool wit h
which  New Age esoter icist s may make cer t a in
br ea kt h r ou gh  discover ies r ega r din g essen t ia l
spir itua l and cosmic energy rela t ionsh ips. Such
discover ies  will som e da y con t r ibu t e t o t h e
scien t ific m ode of livin g a n d a t -on e-m en t  of
lower  a n d h igh er , sym bolized by in t r igu in g
Ur a n u s, wh ich  is  so ea r n est ly sou gh t  for  by

those who endeavor  to t read the Occult  Way.

Gayle Garrison  is a counseling astrologer using
both  trad itional and  esoteric astrology to m eet
th e n eed s of clien ts. S h e w elcom es com m en ts
and  d ialogue on  th is article and  other topics.
Com m unicate w ith  her at 153 Winners' Circle,
Cary, N C, 27511, US A, phone (919) 460-6861

1. All of the titles m entioned  in  th is paragraph ,
togeth er w ith  B ailey's E soteric Astrology, are
available through  the Am erican  Foundation  of
Astrologers, P.O.B . 22040, T em pe, AZ , 85285-
2040


