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Th e  Karm a an d Dh arm a
Of In div idu als , Nation s ,

an d Hu m an ity
by T he Agnischool

Karma is a  Sanskr it  noun  tha t  comes from the
root  "kr i" with  the mean ing "to do." It  is best
rendered in  English  th rough  the word "effect ."
I t  con t a in s t h e followin g m ea n in g: Wh en  a
being act s, it  a ct s fr om the in side. It  a ct s by
spending a  bigger  or  smaller  amount  of it s own
inna t e energy. Th is spending of energy is an
im pa ct  on  t h e  en vir on m en t , t h e  n a t u r e
sur rounding us. Perhaps it  crea tes in  the la t ter
a  momentous or  perhaps a  reta rded react ion .
  Th is ca n  well be dem on st r a t ed wit h  t h e
exa m ple of a  pebble: If on e t h r ows a  pebble
in t o a  pon d, it  cr ea t es t h er ein  lit t le cir cu la r
wa ves; t h ese wa ves spr ea d a n d fin a lly r ea ch
t h e sh or e a r ou n d t h e pon d. An d, a s m oder n
scien ce sa ys, t h e wa ves a r e con ver t ed in t o
vibra t ions, which  go ou t  in to the endless space.
Bu t  a t  ever y s t ep of t h is  n a t u r a l pr ocess ,
occu r s  a t  t h e sa m e t im e a  cor r espon din g
rea ct ion  from a ll sides of ea ch  single a nd a ll
the myr iads of a tomic pa r t icles tha t  have been
influenced by the expanding energy.
  Karma  is essen t ia lly a  cha in  of causa t ion ,
wh ich  goes ba ck  in t o t h e in fin it e pa st  a n d
which  t herefore necessa r ily ha s t o r each  in to
the endless fu ture. Karma is inescapable, for  it
is t he un iver sa l na tu re, wh ich  is in fin it e and
t h er efor e ever ywh er e a n d t im eless  (G. von
Purucker , Esoteric Philosophy).
  Karma is the law of the un iverse, and what
is a  law other  than  the ou tcome of the purposes
of God? Everyth ing tha t  comes in to appearance
anywhere and a t  any t ime, in  t he macrocosm
as well a s in  the microcosm, has a  cause in  the

th inking of some being.
  As ou r  Logos set  up t he sola r  syst em, He
dr ew in t o t h e cir cle of m a n ifes t a t ion  t h e
m a t t er  su fficien t  for  H is  pr oject  a n d  t h e
bu ilding mater ia ls necessa ry for  His purposes.
He bu ilt  our  system out  of the a tomic st ructure
of t he pr eceding one. Thus, a lso t he seeds of
ka r m a  in h er en t  in  m a t t er  wer e t r a n sfer r ed
on t o ou r  syst em , a n d a t  t h e en d of t im e t h e
seeds sown by us will pass over  to the next  one.
  We a re not  isola t ed un it s, bu t  a  pa r t  of a
grea ter  whole, and we a re a ll subjected to the
cosm ic la w a n d wor k  a s a  wh ole a t  cer t a in
clea r ly ou t lined a ims. The One Life, in  wh ich
we live and a re, Sana t  Kumara  h imself, st ands
in  close rela t ion  to the One Law, which  governs
the wor ld of being--the Law of Karma. Through
t h is  la w, ou r  syst em  h a s t h e possibilit y t o
develop t rue love.
  In  ou r  sys t em , Sa t u r n  is  t h e Lor d  of
Karma . He is one of t he most  power fu l of t he
fou r  Lor ds  of Ka r m a  a n d  for ces  m a n  t o
examine t he pa st  and prepa re in  t he presen t
for  t h e fu t u r e. Th is is  t h e pu r pose a n d t h e
in ten t ion  of ka rmic oppor tun it ies (A.A. Ba iley,
Esoteric Astrology, p.164).
  Th e wr it er s  of k a r m a  a r e t h e "Lipika
Lor ds." Th e n a m e com es fr om  t h e Sa n skr it
word "lipi," to wr it e. They a re the regist ra tors
who impr in t  on to the tablet s of the ast ra l ligh t ,
in visible for  u s, t h e "gr ea t  pict u r e ga ller y of
etern ity," a  precise r epor t  of every act ion , and
even  of each  thought  of man, of a ll tha t  was, is,
or  ever  will be in  the phenomenal un iverse.
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Karma manifest s it self in  those st r eams of
en er gy a n d pr im or dia l m a t t er  t h a t  flow in t o
and th rough  the cr ea t ed wor ld, t he energy of
t h e seven  r a ys . Th r ou gh  t h eir  in flu en ce,
everyth ing comes in to man ifest a t ion  wh ich  is
n ecessa r y for  t h e ever  pr ogr essin g a n d ever
m or e per fect  m a n ifes t a t ion  of God in  a ll
kingdoms of na tu re. For  man  there a re a lways
five r ay energies act ive. These a re the r ays of
the physica l-ether ic, a st ra l, and menta l bodies,
as well a s of the persona lity and the sou l. They
con dit ion  bein g a n d a ct ivit y on  a ll pla n es of
existence.

De fin ition  an d Effe ct of Karm a

Karma is the un iversa l will of God, of tha t
pr imordia l force which  draws up a ll spir it s ou t
of t h e essen ce in t o t h e k in gdom  of bein g.
P r ogr essive per fect ion , ever  m or e com plet e
revela t ion  of the love of God, development  and
relea se of t he Divine core in  a ll sou ls--tha t  is
t he goa l of ka rma . Un ifica t ion  of t he self-will
wit h  t h e u n iver sa l will, det a ch m en t  fr om  a ll
lower  for m s, liber a t ion  fr om  t h e cycle of
rebir th , un iver sa l ha rmony--tha t  is the way of
karmic per fect ion .
   Ka rma  is t he grea t est  law. It  includes a ll
other  laws. This eterna l and unchanging law is
uncondit iona l ha rmony in  the wor ld of ma t t er
and in  the wor ld of spir it . Ka rma  therefore is
t h e la w of r est or a t ion , wh ich  a lwa ys t r ies t o
restore a  distor t ed equ ilibr ium in  the physica l
and a  distu rbed ha rmony in  the mora l wor ld.
Good is h a r m on y, evil is  dish a r m on y. E ver y
pa in  and a ll su ffer ing a r e r esu lt s of a  la ck of
ha rmony, and the t er r ible, on ly r eason  for  the
obst r u ct ion  of h a r m on y is selfish n ess in  on e
form or  another .
  It  is not  ka rma  tha t  r ewards or  pun ishes,
bu t  we reward or  punish  ourselves according to
how we act  with  or  aga inst  na tu re, a ccording
t o h ow we obey t h e n a t u r a l la ws or  br ea k
them. Every being tha t  st a r t s a  movemen t  or
act ion , be it  of spir it ua l, men ta l, psych ica l or
physica l na tu re, is r esponsible for  t ha t  wh ich
cr ea t es a n  effect  in  t h e for m  of r esu lt s  a n d
con sequ en ces  wh ich  en su e t h er e fr om  a n d

which  fa ll back ea r lier  or  la t er  on  the actor  or
or igina l crea tor  of the movement .

Karma is therefore essen t ia lly the teach ing
of the responsibility of the free will. But  it  a lso
shows tha t  man  can  shape h is own dest iny and
indeed has to shape it . He can  shape it  for  good
or  for  bad, he can  form it  well or  deform it , just
a s he wan t s. Everyth ing is in t er locked, linked
t oget h er , a n d gea r ed t oget h er ; n o bein g ca n
live on  it s  own ; ot h er  bein gs a r e n ecessa r ily
in fluenced in  a  grea ter  or  lesser  degree by the
causes or  t he movemen t s t ha t  a r e cr ea t ed by
some individua l being. F rom the biggest  to the
sma llest  cause, from a  cosmic per tu rba t ion  to
t h e m ovem en t  of ou r  h a n d, n ot h in g s t a ys
without  it s due effect , and the same crea tes tbk
same.

Let  u s  im a gin e m oder n  t r a ffic for  a
m om en t , a n d t h e a bove sa id  im m edia t ely
becomes clea r  to us. If I dr ive from one place to
t h e  ot h er , I  fin d  on  t h e  wa y d iffer en t
indica t ions, manda tory signs, and proh ibit ion
signs. If I obey them and dr ive in  a  ca refu l and
con cen t r a t ed wa y wit h  a  ca r  t h a t  is  in  good
condit ion , I will, in  a ll probability, a r r ive sa fely
a t  m y goa l. If, h owever , I  do n ot  follow t h e
genera l r u les of society, wh ich  a r e necessa ry
for  an  ordered course in  road t r a ffic, if I dr ive
too qu ickly, ignore t r a ffic ligh t s, overest ima te
m y dr ivin g a bilit ies, or  a m  n ot  con cen t r a t ed
a n d t h u s ca u se a n  a cciden t , t h is m igh t  h a ve
t r a gic con sequ en ces for  t h e r est  of m y life.
Perhaps I am badly in ju red so t ha t  I have to
spend the r est  of my life in  a  wheel cha ir , or
per h a ps I  even  k ill m yself. Wh o t h er efor e is
responsible for  my dest iny? Moreover , with  my
behavior  I endanger  not  on ly myself, bu t  a lso
the life and limb of many other  road users. The
cour t s will ca ll me to accoun t  for  the ma ter ia l
damage, wh ich  I will have to r eplace. For  the
mora l da ma ge, however , t he ka rmic la w will
ca ll me to accoun t ; maybe not  in  th is life, bu t
cer t a in ly in  a  la t er  one. Karmic debt s a re not
sta tu te-bar red by dea th .

F or  ka r m a  a lso is t h e la w of r ebir t h . All
sou ls ma n ifest  r epea t edly on  ea r t h , a nd t ha t
a ccor d in g t o t h is  la w. Th er efor e  ea ch
in ca r n a t ion  is  n ot  ju s t  a  r epet it ion  of life
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exper ien ces , bu t  a lso a  r esu m pt ion  of old
obliga t ions, the re-establish ing of old rela t ions,
a  good oppor t u n it y t o clea r  off old debt s , a
ch a n ce for  r epa r a t ion  a n d  p r ogr es s , a n
awaken ing of deeply slumber ing qua lit ies, t he
retu rn  and recogn it ion  of old fr iends and foes,
t h e solu t ion  for  ou t r a gin g in ju st ice, a n d t h e
expla n a t ion  for  a ll t h a t  gives m a n  h is sh a pe
and makes h im what  he is.

I t  is  t h e r e for e  in evit a b le  t h a t  t h e
in dividu a l disposit ion  in  a n  in ca r n a t ion  is
condit ioned by a ll t ha t  was not  ca r r ied ou t  in
t h e pa st , wh a t  r em a in ed, wh a t  wa s om it t ed
and went  wrong, and wha t  was done r igh t  and
well. All t h is is in  t he a rch ives of na tu re, pu t
down  a n d st or ed by t h e Lipika  Lor ds in  t h e
memory of the un iver sa l substance. Therefore
k a r m a  r et u r n s  t o ea ch  m a n  t h e a ct u a l
con sequ en ces  of h is  own  a ct ion , t h e good
consequences as well as the bad ones. All socia l
differences in  society, the un just  dist r ibu t ion  of
ca pit a l a nd work ca n  be r educed t o wha t  we
ca ll karma.

P e rson al Karm a

   How does th is law of cause and effect  work in
our  persona l lives?
  Chr ist  cont inued to say: "As thou  sow, so
sh a lt  t h ou  r ea p." Th e good a n d ba d ka r m a
amassed in  t he pa st  is t he in st rumen t  of t he
sou l to crea te a  persona lity, and th is un iversa l
la w of r equ it ing ju st ice governs t he du ra t ion
a n d  t h e  s p ecific ch a r a ct e r is t ics  of t h e
pa r t icu la r  in ca r n a t ion s. In  ever y life, a s  it
comes in to physica l man ifest a t ion , a r e la t en t
t h ose ger m s or  seeds wh ich  m u st  bea r  fr u it ,
and these la ten t  seeds a re the efficien t  cause of
the appea rance of the form. Those seeds have
been  sown  a t  som e t im e a n d m u st  com e t o
fru it ion . If the karmic seeds a re black, the man
will be grossly selfish , mater ia l, and inclined to
t h e left -h a n d pa t h ; if bla ck-wh it e, t h ey will
ca r ry h im in to a  form su it able for  the working
ou t  of h is obliga t ions, debt s, du t ies, in t erest s,
a n d t h e fu lfillin g of h is  desir es; if t h ey a r e
white they tend to bu ild tha t  body which  is the
fin a l on e t o be des t r oyed  a t  t h e fou r t h

in it ia t ion , the fina l libera t ion  from the physica l
wor ld.

Th u s  t h e in ca r n a t in g m a n  con sciou s ly
chooses h is pa ren t s according to th is law with
r espect  t o wh a t  t h ey ca n  con t r ibu t e t o h is
physica l equ ipmen t  in  t ha t  inca rna t ion . They
will give h im the body in  which  the necessa ry
disea ses ca n  wor k  ou t . H e will h a ve a  wea k
a n d  delica t e  or  a  s t r on g, h ea lt h y body,
according to wha t  serves h im best  to lea rn  h is
lesson . (For  example, cancer , tubercu losis, and
sexua l diseases a re ka rmic diseases tha t  have
been  a t tached to humanity since Lemur ian  and
At la n t ea n  t im es . Bu t  a lso a ll h er ed it a r y
diseases have ka rmic causes.) Or  he will have
t h e h a n dica pped body n ecessa r y t o br in g
cer t a in  ka rmic seeds to fru it ion  tha t  he sowed
in  ea r lier  incarna t ions because of the misuse of
h is body or  beca use he ha rmed t he bodies of
other  persons.

He chooses for  h is bir t h  t he environmen t
tha t  a llows h im to meet  h is obliga t ions and to
lea rn  t he necessa ry lessons. Perhaps he once
r u led over  h is  fellow m en ; n ow h e will a lso
h a ve  t o s er ve  t h em . P er h a p s  h e  l ived
r ega r dless of t h e cost s  t o ot h er s, n ow h e is
played upon . Perhaps he promised mar r iage to
a  woman and never  kept  the promise, therefore
he has t o keep it  now. Perhaps he has sworn
revenge and wan t s to ca r ry it  ou t . Perhaps he
owes money to someone and has now come to
pa y it  ba ck . P er h a ps  h e com es  wit h  t h e
object ive to fina lly fu lfill t he desir e for  a  n ice
big house. Perhaps he has now earned a  life in
bea u t y, h a r m on y, a n d  wea lt h  beca u se of
difficu lt  a n d well m a st er ed t a sks in  ea r lier
incarna t ions. Perhaps he has developed a  grea t
t a len t  in  some specia lized a rea  and now comes
ba ck  wit h  t h is  gr ea t  a pt it u de t o im pr ove it
even  m or e. P er h a ps som eon e h a s st a r t ed t o
t a ke t o t h e spir it u a l pa t h , t h er efor e h e n ow
a ga in  ea s ily fin ds  a ccess  t o t h e wisdom
t ea ch in gs. E a ch  desir e, ea ch  lon gin g, ea ch
promise tha t  we give and do not  keep, we t ake
wit h  u s in t o t h e n ew life. Deeds, t h ou gh t s,
des ir es , h u m a n  en t a n glem en t s , m is t a k es ,
debt s , a n d so on , bin d u s  t o t h e wh eel of
rebir th  and condit ion  the circumstances of our
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presen t  life. The life chosen  by ourselves offer s
us opt imal, however  often  sor rowful, condit ions
to fu lfill t he t a sks which  our  sou l has resolved
for  th is incarna t ion .
   Ver ily, t h er e is  n o m isa dven t u r e in  ou r
lives, n o m isfor t u n e, n o ba d lu ck , n o joy, n o
success, and no luck tha t  cannot  be t raced back
to our  own deeds in  th is or  another  life. Every
m a n , t h er efor e, h a s cr ea t ed for  h im self t h e
wor ld in  which  he has to live. And it  is on ly he
who is r esponsible for  it . If we want  to st a r t  to
u n der st a n d t h e La w of Ka r m a , it  is  good t o
a t t end to the effect s of ka rma  by looking a t  a ll
t h e even t s  a n d cir cu m st a n ces  of ou r  life,
including su ffer ing and pa in , a s oppor tun it ies
to set  off cer t a in  effect s. Tha t  means tha t  we
m eet  a ll obliga t ion s a n d oppor t u n it ies  in t o
which  our  ka rma  pu ts us, accept  them, and t ry
t o u n der s t a n d  t h eir  deeper  m ea n in g. In
fu lfilling the ka rmic obliga t ions, we fu lfill ou r
dharma , the du ty assigned by our  own sou l; by
nonper formance, we crea te new karma.
  An d it  is  im por t a n t  t o r ecogn ize wh ich
a ct ion s, t h ou gh t s, a n d desir es cr ea t e ka r m a .
As a  m a t t er  of fa ct , t h is ca n  be defin ed in  a
simple and easy way: a ll tha t  viola tes a  divine
la w cr ea t es  k a r m a . Th er e for e  we  a r e
admonished to t r a in  in  ha rmlessness: "Do not
h u r t  or  h a r m  a n ybody, n eit h er  in  t h ou gh t s,
words nor  deeds." Chr ist  defined the divine law
tha t  includes a ll others a s follows: "Thou  sha lt
love t h e Lor d t h y God a bove a ll a n d t h y
neighbor  as thyself."

When  we look for  a  pictu r e of a  behavior
tha t  crea tes ka rma , we find an  example in  the
zodiaca l sign  of Leo. Leo individua ls oft en  see
themselves a s the sun , a s the dramat ic cen ter
of t h e  u n iver s e . Th ey a r e  cen t er ed  in
themselves and often  look to themselves as the
m ea su r e of a ll t h in gs . By m ea n s  of t h eir
per sona lity, t hey wan t  to ru le and govern  and
be loved by t h ose over  wh om  t h ey r u le. Th e
egocen t r ic Leo individua l serves bu t  h imself.
He fu lfills h is desir es and engages en t ir ely to
succeed with  h is in terest s, un t il he la t er  leads
h is  egocen t r ic Leo con sciou sn ess  t o t h e
d ecen t r a l ized  Aqu a r iu s  a wa r en es s  a n d
becom es a  ser ver  t o h u m a n it y. Th en  h e will

sa y: "Lor d, n ot  m y will, bu t  t h in e, be don e."
An d h e will a ccom plish  h is  life t a sk , or  h is
dharma , which  says: "I am Tha t  I am. I am no
more egocen t r ica lly fixed on  myself, for  in  my
soul I am one with  a ll."

We see tha t  Leo serves on ly as a  symbol for
every per sona lit y dist inct ly cen tered in  it self,
a n d ever yon e pa sses  t h r ou gh  t h is  s t a ge of
evolu t ion  in  on e or  in  m a n y lives. It  is  clea r
tha t  in  an  egocen t r ic life revolving on ly a round
it s  own  cen t er , pu r su in g on ly it s  p r oper
in t er est , inevit ably a  lot  of ka rma  is cr ea t ed.
We n ot  on ly cr ea t e ka r m a  t h r ou gh  ser iou s
offen ses like r obber y or  m u r der . No. Ka r m a
begins with  sma ll t h ings, and there a re many
everyday situa t ions in  which  we crea te ka rma
tha t  a re not  so obvious a t  a ll. Even  by omit t ing
a  r igh t  and necessa ry deed, by doing noth ing,
or  by k eep in g s ilen t  wh er e  wor d s  a r e
n ecessa r y, we cr ea t e ka r m a . Let  u s  br iefly
con s id er  t oge t h er  by m ea n s  of s ever a l
quest ions when  and where do we act  from sou l
consciousness and when  and where do we react
in  a  persona l way and crea te karma?

a . It  is sa id: Whosoever  act s aga inst  h is soul,
kills it .
Qu est ion : Am  I  loya l t owa r ds  m y own
inner  self and do I live according to divine
t ru th , or  do I act  according to the opin ion  of
others?

b. It  is  sa id: Kill t h e a m bit ion . Am bit ion  is
the fir st  curse, the grea t  t empter  of man . It
is easy to seek rewards.
Qu es t ion : Am  I  a m bit iou s , selfish  or
egot ist ica l?

c. I t  is  sa id: H a u gh t in ess  is  t h e s la yer  of
spir it .
Qu est ion : Do I  en t er t a in  t h ou gh t s  a n d
feelings of rage, t emper , aggression , anger ,
jea lou sy or  a r r oga n ce t owa r ds m y fellow
men?

d. It  is sa id: Energy follows thought .
Qu es t ion : Ar e  m y t h ou gh t s  m a in ly
con st r u ct ive a n d posit ive or  dest r u ct ive,
h inder ing and nega t ive?

e. It  is sa id: Complete freedom from the force
of mat ter  br ings bliss and joy.
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Quest ion : What  do I wish  and desire? Do I
make a  dist inct ion  between  a  genuine need
and a  desire?

f. It  is sa id: J udge not  tha t  ye be not  judged.
Quest ion : Do I judge situa t ions and people
with  a  clea r  power  of discr imina t ion , led by
love, or  do I cr it icize?

In  a ddit ion , over es t im a t ion  a s  well a s
u n d e r e s t i m a t i on ,  a b s e n t m i n d e d n e s s ,
for get fu ln ess, h ypocr isy, a n d cu r iosit y cr ea t e
k a r m a . Th e a bove a n d  ot h er  qu es t ion s
ever yon e ca n  a sk  h im self wh o wou ld like t o
u n d er s t a n d  h is  own  k a r m a . I t  is  a ls o
im por t a n t  t o fin d ou t  on  wh ich  pla n e of ou r
exist en ce we cr ea t e ka r m a , wh et h er  t h r ou gh
m a ya , gla m ou r , or  illu s ion . Ka r m a  is  a n
inexorable law, wh ich  can  neither  be changed
by prayer  nor  by a lms. But  karma is not  a  r igid
law. It  can  be changed to the degree we change
our  th inking. For  energy follows though t , and
t h e ca u se of ea ch  a ct ion  or igin a t es fr om  t h e
mind. Therefore, diligen t  con t rol of t he mind
can  avoid sowing new seeds of fu tu re ka rma .
Therefore on ly desir e wha t  is dea rest  t o your
h ea r t  a n d, by doin g so, a sk  you r self if it  is
passing or  la st ing. Chr ist  sa id: "Lay not  up for
yourselves t reasures on  ea r th , where moth  and
r u st  dot h  cor r u pt , a n d wh er e t h ieves br ea k
t h r ou gh  a n d st ea l, bu t  la y u p for  you r selves
t r ea su res in  heaven , where neit her  moth  nor
rust  cor rupt , and where t h ieves do not  br eak
t h r ou gh  n or  st ea l." An d we a lwa ys h a ve t o
r em em ber  t h a t  love en ds a ll ea r t h ly ka r m a .
Love cr ea t es  t h a t  r a dia t ion  wh ich  n ot  on ly
invokes and evokes the hea r t  of God, bu t  a lso
the hear t  of humanity.

Th e  Karm a an d Dh arm a of Grou ps ,
Nation s , an d Man kin d

The working of ka rma  and dha rma  is not
limit ed to the individua l, bu t  a lso r eigns over
the dest iny of groups and na t ions; there exist s
even  a  ka rma  of the ea r th , of the sola r  system
and of st ill grea ter  macrocosmic un it s--a ll tha t
m a n ifes t s  is  u n der  t h e  La w of Ka r m a .
However , let 's on ly consider  our  planet  and the

ka rma  of t he human  kingdom. In  the presen t
t im e, we ca n  obser ve h ow people m or e a n d
more join  together  in  group un it s. There exist s
a  va r iety of groups--polit ica l, r eligious, ethn ic,
scien t ific, econ om ic, a n d so on . Na t ion s join
together  in  bigger  and bigger  groups, such  a s
the EC or  the ASEAN sta tes. At  the suggest ion
of the Spir itua l Hiera rchy, the United Na t ions
was founded fift y yea r s ago to promote un ity
a m on g n a t ion s  a n d  t o obt a in  u n iver sa l
r ecogn it ion  for  huma n  r igh t s. There a r e a lso
gr ou ps  on  t h e in n er  s ide of life t h a t  a r e
sta r t ing to externa lize today-the New Group of
Wor ld  Ser ver s , a n d  t h e a sh r a m s  of t h e
Spir itua l Hiera rchy.
  As soon  a s a  gr ou p m a n ifest s  it self, a n
in dividu a lit y com es in t o bein g. J u st  a s  a n
individua l ha s both  a  per sona lit y and a  sou l,
t he same can  be sa id for  groups and na t ions.
Sr i Aurobindo sa id: "The na t ion  or  society, like
the individua l, ha s a  body, a n  orga n ic life, a
m or a l  a n d  a e s t h e t ic t e m p e r a m e n t ,  a
developin g m in d a n d a  Sou l ... I t  is  a  gr ou p
Sou l t h a t , on ce h a vin g a t t a in ed a  sepa r a t e
dist inctness, must  then  become more and more
self-conscious..." (T he Hum an Cycle)

Wh et h er  a  gr ou p  or  n a t ion  expr esses
m ost ly sou l en er gy, or  t h e for ces  of t h e
persona lity, shows it self in  their  purposes and
wa ys of a ct in g. Let  u s look  a t  t h e gr ou p of
business people. They a r e r esponsible for  t he
r igh t  a n d ju st  dist r ibu t ion  of food a n d r a w
ma ter ia ls. Do a ll people ha ve enough  t o ea t ?
Are the resources of the ea r th  used for  the well
being of a ll? Or  is the dist r ibu t ion  determined
by the profit  of a  few a t  the expense of others?
It  is eviden t  in  th is case tha t  specia l in t erest s
a re in  the foreground and not  the well being of
the whole.

As long as the mot ives of a  group or  na t ion
are not  pure and they do not  act  selflessly, the
group per sona lity is well t o the fore. Through
self-cen tered act ions, the group crea tes ka rma
for  it self, bu t  a lso for  t h e people wh o a r e in
rela t ionsh ip with  the group. When the soul of a
gr ou p em er ges, t h e gr ou p a ct s in  a ccor da n ce
with  the divine plan  and pu ts the well being of
t h e gr ea t er  com m u n it y befor e t h e in dividu a l
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welfa re of the small group persona lity.
  J ust  a s in tegra ted, individua l persona lit ies
t end to be sepa ra t ist , self-cen t er ed, a r rogan t ,
a n d m a t er ia list ic, t h e sa m e ca n  be obser ved
with  t he developed per sona lit ies of groups or
na t ions. Na t ions t ha t  pr imar ily iden t ify with
their  persona lit ies t end to conceit  and consider
their  na t ion  super ior  to other s. The fla r ing up
of na t iona lism in  many of the new republics in
the east  and the figh t s in  ex-Yugoslavia  show
how na t ions a re in  sea rch  of their  own iden t ity
and, as na t iona l individua lit ies, go th rough  the
pr ocess of t h e in t egr a t ion  of t h e per son a lit y.
Other  sta tes, especia lly the na t ions of the west
wit h  s t a b le  gover n m en t s  a n d  a  s t r on g
econ om y, h a ve a lr ea dy pa ssed t h r ou gh  t h is
process a nd a r e in t egra t ed per sona lit ies, bu t
t h ey n ow h a ve t o lea r n  t o su bor d in a t e
themselves to the impulses of their  sou ls. They
must  no longer  use their  power  for  individua l
in t e r e s t s ,  bu t  h a ve  t o r i s e  t o s ou l-
con sciou sn ess, wh ich  kn ows t h a t  on e's  own
welfa re comes from the growth  of the whole.

Th is  pr ocess  is  oft en  ver y pa in fu l a n d
dema nds from the cit izens sa cr ifices a nd t he
willin gn ess t o give u p t h eir  n a t ion a l pr ide,
com p la ce n cy ,  a n d  s e l f-i s ola t ion .  D oe s
Swit zer land find it  difficu lt  t o in t egra t e it self
in t o E u r ope beca u se of t h e r esist a n ce of t h e
per sona lit y aga inst  t he command of t he sou l?
Yet  Switzer land would have such  an  impor tan t
fu n ct ion  a n d t a sk  for  t h e r edis t r ibu t ion  of
money, wh ich  cou ld r elieve need and pover ty,
a n d sa ve t h e pla n et  ea r t h . In  spit e of it s
growing na t iona l debts, Switzer land is st ill the
r ichest  coun t ry in  the wor ld, with  it s economy
a n d ba n ks pr osper in g. Mon ey is en er gy, a n d
energy has to flow. If we do not  lea rn  to sha re,
we crea te for  ourselves a  gilded cage, in  which
the sou l of the count ry is locked up, and tha t  is
karma.

It  is  en ligh t en ed n a t ion a l self-in t er est  t o
help other  na t ions and to give, not  because of
pie-in-the-sky idea lism, bu t  ou t  of a  recognit ion
t h a t  a ll t h a t  in d ividu a ls  or  n a t ion s  give
r et u r n s  a ga in  t o t h em . F or  exa m ple, t h e
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  e x p e r i e n ce d  k a r m i c
consequences when  religious fundamenta list s,

who had been  t r a ined by the Unit ed Sta t es in
t h e 1980s  in  Afgh a n is t a n  t o defea t  t h e
communist s, were involved in  the Wor ld Trade
Center  bombing of 1993.
   If we do not  lea rn  to give in  liber ty, we will
have to lea rn  the lesson  of giving under  force.
In  the East , there is a  saying tha t  the wheel of
ka rma  gr inds slowly, bu t  exceedingly fine. An
example of posit ive karma which  cont r ibu tes to
the dissolu t ion  of bonds is the r ecen t ly set t led
r em ission  of debt s bet ween  Swit zer la n d a n d
Bu lga r ia , involving cer t a in  a r ea s of Bu lga r ia
bein g t r a n s for m ed in t o n a t ion a l r eser ves
wh er e t h e pr ot ect ion  of t h e en vir on m en t  is
in t en sified. A st u dy don e by Don a ld Keys in
the middle of t he 1980s examined t he vot ing
r ecor ds  of d iffer en t  n a t ion s  a t  t h e Un it ed
Na t ion s. Th e vot es  sh ow wh et h er  a  n a t ion
expr esses u su a lly it s  sou l or  it s  per son a lit y.
Th e st u dy exa m in ed h ow oft en  t h e n a t ion s
engaged themselves in  suppor t ing wor ld-order
va lu e s  s u ch  a s  m in im iz in g  v iole n ce ,
m a xim izin g socia l a n d econ om ic well bein g,
r ea lizin g fu n da m en t a l h u m a n  r igh t s , a n d
main ta in ing environmenta l qua lity.
  F r om  t h e s t u dy, we see t h a t  Mexico,
Ken ya , Gh a n a , Za m bia ,  E cu a d or ,  a n d
S in ga p or e  h a ve  t h e  h igh es t  s cor es  in
suppor t ing wor ld-order  va lues; they reached a
percentage of 87 to 88 percent .

The Scandinavian  na t ions have qu it e h igh
scor es a s well (bet ween  73 a n d 84 per cen t ),
pr oba bly beca u se t h ey h a ve r ela t ively sm a ll
and homogeneous popu la t ions, long per iods of
s t a ble gover n m en t , a n d r ela t ive su ccess  in
meet ing the basic needs of the populace.
   Th ir d Wor ld n a t ion s t en d t o vot e for  the
good of the whole because they know it  is t he
most  likely way to have their  own  needs met ,
s in ce  t h ey a r e  a t  t h e  bot t om  of t h e
in t er n a t ion a l peckin g or der . In  con t r a st , t h e
la r ger  developed n a t ion s  sh ow m or e self-
in t er est ; oft en  t h ey believe t h a t  t h eir  views
sh ou ld be given  m or e weigh t  t h a n  t h ose of
other  na t ions. They su ffer  from an  a t t it ude of
su per ior it y, fea r in g t h a t  t h ey will lose t h eir
gr ea t n ess a n d u n iqu en ess if t h ey becom e a
subordina te pa r t  of a  grea ter  whole. According
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to Key's study, the United Sta tes has one of the
lowest  scores a t  t he UN (35 percen t ), followed
by t h e fa ir ly low scor es  of ot h er  Secu r it y
Cou n cil m em ber s , t h e Un it ed Kin gdom  (49
per cen t ), F r a n ce (54 per cen t ), U SSR (60
per cen t ), a n d  Ch in a  (61 per cen t )--vot in g
pa t terns tha t  reflect  st rong self-in terest .
   The cit izens will have to demand tha t  their
cou n t r ies st a r t  r ea lizin g t h a t  t h e su r viva l of
ou r  pla n et  depen ds on  n a t ion s con sider in g
their  own in terest  with in  the con text  of la rger
pla n et a r y n eeds. Wh en  ea ch  n a t ion  in  t h e
wh ole is  s t r en gt h en ed  a n d  ba la n ced , the
st ronger  na t ions a re a lso enhanced by grea ter
peace, st abilit y, increa sed t r ade, and cu ltu ra l
exchange. (S piritual Politics, p. 284f)

In flu e n ce  of Rays  an d Zodiacal S ign s
on  th e

Karm a an d Dh arm a of Fran ce

  Like the individua l, each  na t ion  is shaped
by the in fluence of rays and of zodiaca l signs as
well. E specia lly im por t a n t  a r e t h e sou l a n d
per sona lit y r ays, t he r ising sign , and the sun
sign . These forces confer  on  a  na t ion  it s specific
ch a r a ct er  a n d t h u s a lso in flu en ce t h e ka r m a
and dharma  of the coun t ry. Let  us t ake a  look
a t  t h ese in flu en ces on  ou r  n eigh bor  cou n t r y
France. The sun  sign  of F rance is Leo. As we
h a ve a lr ea dy seen , Leo is  t h e s ign  of t h e
egocen t r ic per son a lit y, a n d Leo in dividu a ls
r ega rd themselves a s t he cen ter  of t he wor ld.
The sun  king Louis XIV is sa id to have u t tered:
"L'eta t , c'est  moi"--"I am the sta te." Even  today
m a n y F r en ch m en  a r e pr ou d of "La  Gr a n de
Nat ion ."

The th ird r ay of act ive in t elligence works
t h r ou gh  t h e per son a lit y of t h e cou n t r y. I t
shows it self in  the br illian t  ph ilosoph ic minds
of t h e F r en ch m en . Th e s t u bbor n n ess  wit h
wh ich  t h e F r en ch  pr esiden t  pu sh ed t h r ou gh
his a tom bomb program in  overseas domin ions
shows tha t  France st ill is grea t ly domina ted by
t h e a m bit ion s of it s  Leo per son a lit y t o be a
wor ld power . Perhaps the a tom bombs a re a lso
a  distor ted a t tempt  to live the esoter ic na t iona l
mot to: "I r elea se t he Ligh t ." Another  groping

a t tempt  to release the ligh t  took place precisely
on e h u n dr ed yea r s a go, wh en  t h e cin em a  or
mot ion  pictu re was inven ted in  F rance by the
Lu m ier e br ot h er s, wh ose n a m e t r a n sla t es a s
"ligh t ." Th is ligh t , h owever , wa s n ot  yet  t h e
ligh t  of the sou l, bu t  brough t  a  wor ld of glit t er
and glamour . But  in  the French  impression ism
m a n y a r t ist s  a lso t r ied a t  t h e sa m e t im e t o
p ict u r e t h e sen su a l im pr ess ion s  a s  ligh t
qua lit ies or  t o express abst r act  t h inking in  a
pictor ia l form through expression ism.
  Wh en  t h e u r ge t owa r d  t h e sou l get s
st r on ger , a  n a t ion  r ea dily begin s t o clea r  off
t h e  k a r m a  t h a t  i t  h a s  a m a s s ed  a s  a
persona lity. At  the moment , France meets with
the effect s of it s na t iona l ka rma  in  the form of
in n er  d is t u r ba n ces  a n d bom b a t t em pt s  by
Alger ia n  fu n da m en t a list s. F or  cen t u r ies, t h e
F r en ch  colon ia l power  h a d  exp loit ed  t h e
r esou r ces a n d popu la t ion s of m a n y n a t ion s,
and up to the 1960s it  had t rea ted Alger ia  even
as a  pa r t  of the French  mother  coun t ry. Today
F r a n ce h a s  t o pa y off k a r m ic debt s  by
in t egr a t in g, ed u ca t in g, a n d  s u p p or t in g
n u m er ou s people fr om  t h e a n cien t  colon ies,
which  br ings a long socia l t ensions. At  the same
t ime there a re ether ic bonds with  many pa r t s
of the wor ld; a  fusion  process t akes place tha t
will lead to t he r ecogn it ion  of t he sou l, of t he
in n e r  d ivin i t y  of a l l  p eop le ,  a n d  t o
ident ifica t ion  with  the en t ire human family.

The ligh t  of t he sou l of F r a nce expresses
it self t h rough  t he fift h  r ay of knowledge and
science. F rance owes it s br illian t  in t ellect  and
it s  scien t ific bia s  t o t h is  r a y. Th in k  of t h e
magn ificen t  examples of modern  a r ch it ectu re
in  Pa r is, of t he t echn ica l ach ievemen t s in  t he
const ruct ion  of t he met ro or  t he TGV, of t he
discover ies of scien t ist s like Pasteur  or  the two
Cur ies, or  of Teilha rd de Chardin , who bu ilt  a
br idge bet ween  n a t u r a l scien ce a n d  t h e
Chr ist ian  creed and ca lled man 's a t t en t ion  to
the noosphere, the wor ld of consciousness.

Ma st er  D.K. in dica t es, "fr om  F r a n ce will
come a  gr ea t  psychologica l or  sou l r evela t ion
wh ich  will  br in g il lu m in a t ion  t o wor ld
though t ." F rance may prove t o t he wor ld t he
fact  of the soul. But  for  th is to happen , it  has to
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use the ligh t  of the fifth  r ay for  the well being
and progress of mankind and not  to endanger
other  peoples a s it  does in  t he Pa cific a t  t he
momen t . The br illian t  and clea r  vision  of t he
fift h  and the t h ird r ay enabled F rance in  t he
pa st  t o br in g t o t h e wh ole of h u m a n it y t h e
idea ls of fr eedom, equa lit y, brotherhood, a nd
human r igh ts.
  To close th is chapter , let  us look a t  ka rma
in  the con text  of a st rology. On  the eleven th  of
November , 1995, P lu to en tered in to the sign  of
Sa git t a r iu s , a ft er  h a vin g t r a veled t h r ou gh
Scor pio for  eleven  yea r s a n d h a vin g br ou gh t
t h er e fr om  da r k n ess  t o ligh t  m a n y da r k
mach ina t ions in  polit ics and society; t h ink for
exa m p le  of t h e  k a r m ic wor k in g wh ich
expressed it self in  t he la st  yea r s by r evea ling
the involvements of polit icians in  cor rupt ion  or
in  the Mafia . Sagit t a r ius is a  fir e sign , and a s
P lu to en tered in to the fir e sign  Leo from 1939
onwa rd, t he gr ea t  ka rmic clea nsing of Wor ld
War  II began  shor t ly a fterwards, where st rong
n a t ion a l per son a lit ies  cla sh ed a ga in st  ea ch
ot h er  a n d beca m e t r a n sfor m ed. P lu t o is  t h e
Lor d of Dea t h ; Sa git t a r iu s is t h e sign  of t h e
grea t  jou rney back to t he sou l t ha t  expresses
it self in  t h e m a sses  a s  r eligiou sn ess  a n d
spir it u a lit y. Will P lu t o br in g t h e dea t h  of
convent iona l religions and of r igid forms or  will
it  a ga in  be n ecessa r y, like 55 yea r s a go, t o
pr ovoke dea t h  by t h e fa n a t ica l cla sh in g of
ideologies?

P lu to t r ansmit s t o u s t he fir st  r ay of will
and power , and du r ing th is t ime of t he P lu to
t r ansit  t h rough  Sagit t a r ius will a lso come the
in flu x of Sh a m ba lla  en er gy in t en ded for  t h e
yea r  2000. Th e  wh ole  of h u m a n it y is
cha llenged to direct  these power fu l energies in
a  posit ive wa y a nd r esolve t he ba t t le for  t he
dest ruct ion  of old forms on  t he men ta l level,
a n d n ot  m a n ifes t  it  on  t h e ph ysica l level.
Therefore we must  lea rn  to u se the energy of
Sagit t a r ius in  the r igh t  way. We have to direct
ou r  view towards spir it ua l a ims and envisage
t h e  n ext  evolu t ion a r y goa l  be for e  u s ,
expr essin g u n it y in  a ll a spect s  of life a n d
society.

Th e  Un ity  of th e  World

  The crea t ion  of Unity in  mult iplicity is the
e t e r n a l  p la n ; u n i t y  in  con s ciou s n es s ,
mult iplicity in  the form. To a t t a in  th is goa l of
u n it y a n d syn t h esis  in  a ll a r ea s  of h u m a n
a ct ivit y is t he a ssignmen t  a nd dha rma  of a ll
n a t ion s . P r e ju d ices , h os t i l i t ie s ,  h a t r ed ,
sepa r a t ism , egoism , a n d fixed idea s  cr ea t e
clea va ges a n d wa r s bet ween  m a n  a n d m a n ,
bet ween  n a t ion  a n d n a t ion , a n d t h u s ka r m a
or igina tes. The sou l does not  know boundar ies,
on ly un ity and solida r ity. Therefore the st a t es
h a ve t o expa n d t h eir  iden t it y beyon d t h e
na t iona l border s t o encompass the r est  of t he
wor ld. Sou l va lues like coopera t ion , good will,
com m on  welfa r e, a n d good m u t u a l r ela t ion s
cr ea t e  t h e  ba s is  for  la s t in g pea ce  a n d
in terna t iona l un ity. The wor ld is one, and one
are it s joys and sor rows. One is the goa l and as
one big family we a ll have to step together  in to
the fu tu re. Let  us accept  the responsibilit ies of
ka rma  and by r igh t  living let  us t ry every day
not  to crea te new karma.
  "Let  us lea rn  un ity in  big th ings, freedom in
sm a ll t h in gs, a n d love t owa r ds a ll t h in gs, in
the work for  the Glory of the One."
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