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Th e  Con ste lla tion s
 An d Th e  S ign s

By Patrick  Alessandra

A Keynote on  invest iga t ion  in to the rela t ionsh ip between  the zodiaca l
constella t ions and the zodiaca l signs.

Th e u sefu ln ess  of in ves t iga t ion  in t o t h e
r ela t ion sh ip bet ween  t h e con st ella t ion s a n d
their  r epresen t a t ive signs is indica t ed by t he
Tibetan  when  he sta tes: "In  the understanding
of t he sign ifica nce of t he dist inct ion  between
constella t ions as ga laxies of sta r s, and signs as
concen t r a t ed in fluences will come fr esh  ligh t
upon the science of ast rology." 1

In  h is books the Tibetan  provides us with
n u m er ou s idea s r eleva n t  t o t h is  possibilit y
wh ich , a s t hey a r e held in  t he con t empla t ive
men ta l subst a nce of esot er ic a st r ologer s, ca n
form a  "seed framework" from which  the above
ment ioned "sign ificance of the dist inct ion" can
pr ecip it a t e  in t o con ven t ion a l a s t r ologica l
usefu lness th rough  the process of exper imenta l
applica t ion . In  a  T reatise on  White Magic 2 t he
Tibetan  tells us:

 "In  cast ing the horoscope of a  human being
who is born  in  a  pa r t icu la r  month  ... it  shou ld
be borne in  mind (which  it  seldom is) tha t  now
the month  and the sign  do not  coincide a t  a ll.
Th e Su n  is  r ea lly n ot  in  Leo, for  in st a n ce,
du r in g t h e m on t h  of Au gu st . Th e cor r ect
in t er pr et a t ion  t h er efor e of a  ch a r t  is  la r gely
psych o-m et r ica l a n d  depen den t  u pon  t h e
t h ou gh t -for m  of t h e con st ella t ion  wh ich  h a s
been  bu ilt  u p for  a ges  by t h e a s t r ologer s .
Energy follows thought . For  thousands of years
cer t a in  t ypes of energy a nd t heir  consequen t
qua lifying effect s on  substance and form have
been  considered to be thus and so. Therefore,
thus they a re, except  in  the case of the h igh ly

evolved, of the t rue a spiran t  who has or ien ted
himself, and is thus escaping from the wheel of
exist en ce a n d begin n in g t o gover n  h is st a r s,
a n d so is  n o lon ger  u n der  t h eir  r u le a n d
domina t ion ."

 In  Esoteric Astrology 3 h e a ga in  in dica t es
the impor t ance of t he "potency of t he though t
forms which  have been  bu ilt  up in  connect ion
with  the twelve signs" a s r ega rds "ast rologica l
pr edict ion  a n d in t er pr et a t ion .” In  a ddit ion ,
h owever , h e s t a t es  t h a t  t h e "a ccu r a cy of
ast rologica l predict ion  and in terpreta t ion" will
a lso be based upon

"t h e ca pa cit y of t h e a s t r ologer  in  a n y
specific per iod to respond to the changes which
a r e a ll t h e t im e t a k in g pla ce, su ch  a s  t h e
gradua l sh ift ing and changing brough t  abou t
by the precession  of the equ inoxes, or  the slow
shift  of the pole of the planet ."

[Th e pr ecession  of t h e equ in oxes is  t h e
appa ren t  sh ift ing or  r et rograding of t he poin t
in  t h e E a r t h 's or bit a l pa t h  a bou t  t h e Su n  a t
wh ich  t h er e occu r s a  da y a n d n igh t  of equ a l
len gt h . Th e t im e it  t a kes t h e E a r t h  t o or bit
from one equ inox (or  solst ice) and back to the
same even t  is one st anda rd yea r . Th is occu r s
a t  an  orbita l poin t  just  before the ear th  reaches
t h e pla ce in  it s  or bit  wh er e t h e equ in ox (or
solst ice) occur red previously. Th is is due to the
r a t e of t h e E a r t h 's  wobble on  it s  a xis. (Th e
actua l precession  of the equinoxes, therefore, is
ignored by our  cur ren t  ca lendar  system.)] 4
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Because of the precession  of the equ inoxes
(a n d  per h a ps  ou r  som ewh a t  m is lea d in g
ca len da r  syst em ) t h e con st ella t ion s a n d t h e
s ign s  a r e  n o lon ge r  a p p a r en t ly  (a n d
a ppr oxim a t ely) a lign ed. In  fa ct , a ccor din g t o
t h e cu r r en t  a s t r on om ica l defin it ion  of t h e
const ella t ions, it  wou ld be impossible for  t he
con st ella t ion s  a n d t h e t r opica l s ign s  t o be
per fect ly a ligned. The constella t ions a re not  of
the same size nor  do t hey appa ren t ly st ay in
the same orbita l plane.

However , even  with  th is apparen t  sh ift ing,
t h e s ign s  do con t in u e t o "r epr esen t " t h e
constella t ions:

"I would remind studen t s aga in  tha t  when
spea k in g of s ign s  I  a m  r efer r in g t o t h e
in flu en ces of t h e con st ella t ion s a s  t h ey a r e
r epr esen t ed  by t h e s ign s , ca llin g t o you r
a t ten t ion  tha t  in  the grea t  evolu t ionary process
and owing t o cer t a in  sh ift s and a st ronomica l
ast rologica l discrepancies, the Sun  is not  in  the
constella t ion  to wh ich  a  pa r t icu la r  sign  r efer s
a t  any given  moment ." 5

 Th e Mech a n ism  of t h is  r epr esen t a t ion
would seem to be (a t  least  in  pa r t ) the thought
for m s of t h e sign s. H owever , t h ese t h ou gh t
for m s, bein g qu it e a n cien t , a r e "color ed" by
much  tha t  is no longer  usefu l. As the Tibetan
st a t es, "in  At lan tean  days (from which  per iod
we h a ve in h er it ed  wh a t  we k n ow a bou t
ast rology)...” 6 and a lso:

"Up t ill t h e pr esen t  t im e, t h e t ea ch in g
a bou t  t h e cen t er s  h a s  been  in h er it ed fr om
At lan tean  t imes and couched in  the old forms
and formula s wh ich  a r e ba sica lly unsu it ed t o
ou r  p r es en t  gr ea t ly a d va n ced  s t a t e  of
development . The same can  be sa id of or thodox
or  exoter ic ast rology." 7

On  pages 62 and 63 in  Esoter ic Ast rology
the Tibetan  reit era tes and expands upon  these
ideas:

"I have frequen t ly refer red to the fact  tha t
the en t ir e science of a st rology is based upon  a

n on -exis t en t  con dit ion . I t  h a s  n o ba s is  in
m a t er ia l fa ct  a n d yet  is  et er n a lly ba sed on
t r u t h . Th e zodia c is , a s  you  well kn ow, t h e
imaginary pa th  of the Sun  in  the heavens. It  is
therefore la rgely an  illusion , from the exoter ic
poin t  of view. Bu t  a t  t h e sa m e t im e t h e
constella t ions exist , and the st r eams of energy
wh ich  pa ss  a n d  r epa ss , in t er m in gle a n d
in ter lock th roughou t  t he body of space a re by
n o m ea n s  illu s ion s  bu t  defin it ely expr ess
et er n a l r ela t ion sh ips. I t  is  t h e m isu se of t h e
va r ious energies tha t  has crea ted the illu sion .
Th is illu siona ry pa th  is consequen t ly a s much
a  r ea lit y t o h u m a n it y t oda y a s  a r e t h e
per sona lit y illu sions of any individua l. These
illu sion s a r e du e t o t h e pola r iza t ion  of t h e
individua l upon  the ast ra l plane."

"It  is in terest ing to note in  th is connect ion
tha t --due to the precession  of the equ inoxes--a
four th  type of force is brought  to bear  upon  the
pla n et  a n d m a n , bu t  on e wh ich  is  seldom
r ecogn ized  a n d  given  du e p la ce  in  t h e
h or oscope. Th e m on t h  a n d t h e s ign , or  t h e
place of the Sun  in  the heavens, do not  r ea lly
coincide. When  we sta te, for  instance, tha t  the
Sun  is "in  Ar ies" it  conveys an  esot er ic t r u th
bu t  not  an  exoter ic fact . The Sun  was in  Ar ies
a t  the beginning of th is grea t  cycle, bu t  it  is not
in  exact ly t he same posit ion  t oday when  it  is
'found in  tha t  sign ."

And on  pages 256 and 257:

"You  will note, if you  consu lt  a  dict iona ry,
t h a t  a s t r on om ica lly Vir go is  r ega r ded  a s
occu pyin g t h e pla ce in  t h e h ea ven s wh er e
Libr a  is  t o be fou n d. Th is is  a ll pa r t  of t h e
gr ea t  illu sion  wh ich  a st r ology fin ds h a r d t o
grasp. There is a  constan t  moving and sh ift ing
in  spa ce; t h e pr ecession  of t h e equ in oxes is
both  a  fact  and an  illu sion . The whole process
a nd it s in t erpr et a t ion  is dependen t  upon  t he
in t ellectua l poin t  in  evolu t ion  of t he r ace; t he
responsiveness of man  to the planeta ry forces
a n d t o t h e in flu en ce of t h e zodia ca l sign s is
dependent  upon  man 's veh icles of response and
upon  the mechan ism of r ecept ion  with  wh ich
he en ters in to incarna t ion"
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The conceptua liza t ions in  much  of cu r ren t
exot er ic a st r ology a r e n o lon ger  con cor da n t
with  a st ronomica l under st anding. As r ega rds
t h e t welve sign s (wh ich  h a ve been  wit h  u s
sin ce At la n t ea n  t im es 8) in  r ela t ion  t o t h e
t welve  con s t e lla t ion s  t h er e  a r e  obviou s
discr epa n cies  (du e t o t h e pr ecession  of t h e
equinoxes) [see Table 1] which  most  of exoter ic
ast rology ignores. As shown in  Table 1 there is
a  s ign ifica n t  d iffer en ce in  t h e a m ou n t  of
zodiaca l "space" occupied by the constella t ions
(i.e., the Sun  cur ren t ly spends on ly seven  days
in  Scor pio wh ile it  t a kes over  for t y t o m ove
th rough  Virgo). Ast ronomica lly, t her efor e, a s
precession  cont inues and the sta rs slowly move
through  space, it  is a lso evident  tha t  addit iona l
constella t ions can  "en ter" our  zodiac (or  sh ift  so
a s t o a ppea r  beh in d t h e Su n  for  a  cer t a in
per iod). Over  the past  few hundred yea r s th is
has occu r r ed and is occu r r ing with  r espect  t o
two constella t ions (see Addendum 1), bu t  th is
a lso has been  ignored by most  ast rologers.

As cit ed above "the accuracy of ast rologica l
predict ion  and in t erpret a t ion" must  be ba sed
a t  lea st  in  pa r t  u pon  "t h e ca pa cit y of t h e
ast rologer ... t o r espond to the gradua l sh ift ing
and changing brough t  abou t  by the precession
of the equinoxes."

In deed, a lt h ou gh  con ven t ion a l a st r ology
recogn izes twelve zodiaca l constella t ions there
h a ve n ot  a lwa ys been  t welve. Th e Tibet a n
st a t es t h a t  du r in g t h e st a ge of a n im a l m a n
t h er e wer e eigh t  zod ia ca l s ign s , t h a t  in
Lemur ia  there were t en , and tha t  in  At lan tean
t imes there were the twelve we now know.9 He
then  t ells u s tha t  t oday "men  of a ll t ypes and
rays" a re responsive to in fluences of the twelve
signs. 10 The evolu t ionary progress of humanity
m a y t h er eby evok e (or  be  in vok ed  by)
apparen t ly new zodiaca l in fluences such  as the
con st ella t ion s of Oph iu ch u s a n d Or ion . (See
Addendum 1)

From the above st a tements by the Tibetan
it  seems appa ren t  t ha t  a  considera t ion  of t he
a ct u a l  zod ia ca l  con s t e l la t ion s  (or  t h e
a s t r on om ica l p os it ion s  of t h e  s t a r s ) in
a st r ologica l in t er pr et a t ion  a n d in vest iga t ion
wou ld  n ot  on ly be  u sefu l bu t  p r oba bly

necessa ry to obta in  adequa te levels of accuracy
when  working with  the cha r t s of disciples. In
such  exper imen ta l consider a t ions much  ligh t
m a y be sh ed u pon  t h e "s ign ifica n ce of t h e
dist inct ion" between  the constella t ions and the
signs.
 An  impor tan t  quest ion  for  considera t ion  in
such  invest iga t ions would be: In  wha t  manner
a r e  s t e l la r  a n d  p la n e t a r y a s t r ologica l
r e la t ion s h ip s  r e flect ed  in  a s t r on om ica l
obser va t ion s? E xot er ic a s t r ology h a s  for
t h ou sa n ds  of yea r s  m a in t a in ed  a  ch a r t
ca lcu la t ion  system tha t  places the Ear th  ra ther
than  the Sun  a t  the cen ter  of our  sola r  system
and universe. Could or  should char t  ca lcu la t ion
be a dju s t ed  t o t a k e m oder n  a s t r on om ica l
u n der st a n din g in t o con sider a t ion  by pla cin g
t h e Su n  a t  t h e cen t er  of a  ch a r t  a n d t h u s
making ast rology less t er ra -cen t r ic? Should the
"officia l" ast ronomica l constella t ions be used in
ch a r t  ca lcu la t ion  or  s h ou ld  t h e  a ct u a l
manifested (and un-manifested) st a r s be used?
An d wh a t  is  t h e d is t in ct ion  bet ween  t h e
in flu en ce of zodia ca l con st ella t ion s a n d n on -
zodiaca l constella t ions?

In vest iga t ion  a lon g t h ese lin es cou ld be
quite va luable:

“… I t r u st  I  h a ve m a de clea r  a n d pr a ct ica l
som et h in g wh ich  esot er ic a s t r ologer s  n eed
unceasingly to grasp--the fact  tha t  once it  has
been  est a blish ed wh ich  con st ella t ion s a r e a t
a n y on e t im e in flu en cin g ou r  E a r t h , wh ich
planets--exoter ic and esoter ic--a re t ransmit t ing
t h e i r  in flu e n ce  a n d  w h ich  r a ys  a r e
con sequ en t ly a ct ive, it  sh ou ld be possible t o
pr ove t h en  t h e fa ct  of t h ese d is t r ibu t ed
en er gies by t h e a ppea r a n ce u pon  E a r t h  a n d
a m on g m en  of t h eir  a ppr opr ia t e r esu lt s, a n d
the expected response." "

 In  or der  t o a dju st  t o t h e ch a n ges "wh ich
are a ll the t ime taking place" esoter ic ast rology
cou ld (and perhaps shou ld) t ake in to accoun t
t h e pr ecession  of t h e equ in oxes a s  well a s
m a in t a in  a st r ologica l u n der st a n din g (a n d it s
ca lcu la t ion s ) in  con cor d a n ce  wit h  t h e
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"in tellectua l poin t  in  evolu t ion  of the race." As
th is approach  is cu lt iva t ed it  is possible t ha t
an  exper imenta lly developed framework of the
r e la t ion s h ip  b e t w e e n  t h e  s ign s  a n d
con st ella t ion s m a y u n fold a n d pr ecipit a t e a n
appropr ia te exoter ic applica t ion .

Table  1: Th e  Con ste lla tion s
an d th e  S ign s  12

Nam e  Con ste lla tion s  De gre e s  Tropica l
of  Zodiac  s ign s

Start En d Start En d
Aries Apr  19 May 14     24 Mar  21 Apr  21
Taurus May 14 J une 21     37 Apr   21  May 21
(Or ion)
Gemini J un  21 J ul 21     28 May 21 J un  21
Cancer J u l 21 Aug 10     20 J un  21 J ul 21
Leo Aug 10 Sep 17     36 J u l 21 Aug 21
Virgo Sep 17 Oct  31     44 Aug 21 Sep 21
Libra Oct  31 Nov 23     23 Sep 21 Oct  32
Scorpio Nov 23 Nov 30     7 Oct  21 Nov 21
Ophiuchus

Nov 30 Dec 18     19
Sagit ta r ius

Dec 18 J an  19     33 Nov 21 Dec 21
Capr icorn

J an  19 Feb 16     28 Dec 21 J an  21
Aquar ius

Feb 16 Mar  11     24 J an  21 Feb 21
Pisces Mar  11 Apr  19     37 Feb 21 Mar  21

ADDENDUM l
Tw o Ne w  Zodiacal Con ste lla tion s

Th er e is  on e con s t ella t ion , Ophiuchus,
situa ted between  Scorpio and Sagit t a r ius, with
wh ich  ou r  E a r t h  is  a lign ed (a cr oss t h e Su n )
from November  30 (when  it  leaves Scorpio) to
Decem ber  18 (wh en  it  en t er s  Sa git t a r iu s).
Ophiuchus, by defin it ion , is now a  constella t ion
in  our  zodiac (see cha r t  below). In  addit ion , a t
a  poin t  exact ly opposite the zodiaca l posit ion  of
Oph iu ch u s , t h er e is  a n ot h er  m or e fa m ou s
constella t ion , Or ion , tha t  is with in  one degree
of en t er in g ou r  zodia c. Or ion  is  s it u a t ed

between  Taurus (t he opposit e of Scorpio) and
Gem in i (t h e opposit e of Sa git t a r iu s). In  fa ct ,
Or ion  is  beh in d t h e Su n  wh en  t h e E a r t h  is
passing from Taurus to Gemin i, it  is however
not  yet  exact ly a ligned with  the Ea r th  du r ing
t h is per iod. Wit h  t h e a ddit ion  of Ophiuchus
a n d Or ion  we n ow h a ve t h ir t een  (soon  t o be
fou r t een ) zodia ca l con st ella t ion s. Or ion  a n d
Ophiuchus a re pola r  opposit es on  the zodiaca l
wheel.

T hese boundaries cross the ecliptic at the
follow in g lon gitu d es (start in g w ith  th e
Pisces-Aries boundary): 28º, 52º, 89º 117º,
137º, 173º, 217º, 240º, 247º, 266º, 299º,
327 º ,  351 º .  Def in ed  t h i s  w a y ,  t h e
con stellation s ran ge in  w id th  from  Virgo
(44º) to S corpius (7º).

Th e  Myth ology  of th e  Con ste lla tion s
If we a ssume (a s t he Tibet an  indica t es in

E sot er ic Ast r ology) t h a t  t h e n a m es given  by
m a n  t o t h e st a r s a n d con st ella t ion s in dica t e
som e of t h e qu a lit ies a va ila ble t o h u m a n it y
from those embodied lives, then  a  study of the
mythology associa ted with  these constella t ions
would be usefu l in  in terpret ing the energies of
Ophiuchus and Or ion .
 Ophiuchus is, in  legend, a  man  and a  grea t
hea ler . He is sa id to be so exper t  in  the a r t  of
hea ling tha t  he can  r a ise men  from the dead.
H e is  t h er efor e, fea r ed by P lu t o (t h e god of
dea th). Ophiuchus is a lso known as the "snake
h old er .” Th e  con s t e lla t ion  of Ophiuchus
in clu des Ba r n a r d 's  s t a r  t h a t  is  t h e secon d
closest  sta r  to Ear th .

Or ion  is , in  legen d, a  h u n t er , a n d t h e
ta llest  and handsomest  of men . He is t he Son
of N ept u n e. Or ion  is  sa id  t o "pu r su e t h e
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bea u t ifu l P leia des .” H e is  k n own  a s  t h e
"br in ger  of S t or m s a n d  Win t er " (per h a ps
because he is seen  in  the n igh t  sky dur ing the
Nor t h er n  H em isph er e win t er ). Or ion 's  belt
poin t s t o Sir iu s in  t h e con st ella t ion  of Ca n is
Ma jor  [t h e Gr ea t  Dog] (t h is  con st ella t ion  is
con sider ed t h e h u n t in g dog of Or ion ). Or ion
wa s  k illed  by a  scor p ion  (Scor p io?). Th e
con s t ella t ion  of Or ion  in clu des  t h e s t a r
Betelgeuse which  is men t ioned by the Tibetan
a s  bein g of im por t a n ce t o ou r  p la n et .1 4  A
der iva t ion  from the mythologica l a ssocia t ions
per t in en t  t o t h e m ovem en t  of bot h  t h ese
con s t e l la t ion s  in t o ou r  zod ia c is  t h a t
Oph iuchus, being t he gr ea t  hea ler , is r a ising
Or ion  from the dead by "push ing" Scorpio ou t
of the Zodiac.

' Esoter ic Ast rology, page 621
2 A Trea t ise on  White Magic, page 437
3 Esoter ic Ast rology, page 69
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5 Esoter ic Ast rology, page 410
6 Esoter ic Ast rology, page 175
7 Esoter ic Ast rology, page 77
8 Esoter ic Ast rology, page 160
9 Esoter ic Ast rology, pages 159-161
10 Esoter ic Ast rology, page 161
" Esoter ic Ast rology, page 547
12 C om p i l e d  fr om  T h e A s t ron om ica l
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13 Th e As t r on om ica l Com pa n ion  by Gu y
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